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Introduction. 

It is a singular injustice which is often exercised to- 
wards women, first to give them a very defective ed^ca* 
tionr and then to expect from them the most undeviating 
puritj.of conduct ; to train them in such a manner as shall, 
leave them open tq the most dangerous faults ; and then 
to censure them for not proving faultless. Is it not un- 
reascmable and unjust, to express disappointment if our 
daughters should, in th^ir subsequent lives, turn out pre^ 
dsely that very kind of character for which it would bo 
evident to an unprejudiced by-stander that the whole scope 
and tenor of their instruction had been systematically pre ; 
paring them ? 

Some reflections on the present erroneous system are 
here with great deference submitted to public considera- 
tion. The author is apprehensive that she shall be ac- 
cused of betraying the interests of her sex by laying open 
their defects : but surely, an earnest wish to turn their at- 
tention to objects calculated to promote their true dignity, 
is not the office of an enemy. So to expose the weakness 
of the land as to suggest the necessity of internal improve- 
ment, and to point out the means of effectual defence^ is 
not treachery, but patriotism. 

Again, it maybe objected to this little Work, that many 
errors are here ascribed to women which by no means be- 
long to them exclusively f and that it seems to confine to 
the sex those faults which are common to the species : 
but this is in some measure unavoidable. In speaking on 
the qualities of one sex, the moralist is somewhat in the 
sitxiation of the geographer, who is treating on the nature 
ofooe country : the air, soil, and produce of the land which 
he is describing, cannot fail in many essential points to re- 
semble those of other countries under the same parallel ; 
yet it is his business to descant on the one without advert- 
ing to the otlier ; and though in drawing his map he may 
happen to introduce some of the neighbouring coast, j eft 

A 
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liis t^rincipal attention must be confined to that conntr/ 
which he proposes to describe, without taking into ^c* 
count the resembling circumstances of the adjacent shores. 

It may be also objected) that the opinion here suggest- 
ed on the state of manners anongthe higher classes of our 
country-women, may seem to controvert the just encoi^ 
niiums of modem travellers, who generally concur in as-* 
cribing a decided superiority to the ladies' of this country 
over those of every other. But such is the state of foreign 
manners, that the comparative pndse is almost an injury 
to English women. To be flattered* for excelling those 
whose standard of excellence is very low, is but a degrad* 
ing kind of commendation; for^he value of all pratsa 
derived from superiority (}epends on the worth of the com- 
petitor. The character of British ladies, with all the un- 
paralled advantages they possess, must never be determin- 
ed by a comparison with the women of other nations, but 
by what they themselves might be if all their talents an4 
tinrivklled opportunities were turned to the best account. 

Again, it may be said, that the author is less dbposed 
to expatiate on excellence than error ; but the office of 
the historian of human manners is delineation rather than 
panegyric. Were the end in view eulogium and not im- 
-provement, eulogium would have been far more gratify^ 
ing, nor would just objects for praise have been difficult 
to find. Even in her own limited sphere of observation, 
the author is acquainted with much excellence m the 
class of which she treats ; with women who, poslessing 
learning which would be thought e^ensive in the other 
sex, set an example of deep humility to their own ; wo- 
men who, distinguished for wit and genius, are eminent 
for domestic qualities ; who, excelling in the fine arts, 
have carefully enriched their understandings ; who, en- 
joying great affluence, devote it to the glory of God ; who, 
possessing elevated rank, think their noblest style and ti- 
lie is that of a Christian. 

That there is also much worth which is^ little known, 
she is persuaded ; for it is the modest nature of goodness 
to exert itself quietly, while a few characters o^^^op- 
posite cast, seem, by the rumour of their exploits, w fill 
the world -, and by their noise to multiply tj^eir numbers. 
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ft olten happens that a veiy Maall partj of pec^le, bf oc- 
GUpTHig the foregrsvfid, ao seize the public ^atenticmt and 
tKOBopoiize the puhhc talk, that tAty appear to be the 
great bodjr : and a few active spitits, provided their acti- 
vity take the wrong turn and support the wrong cause, 
«eem to ilU the scene ; and a few disturbers of order, who 
have the talent of thus exciting a false idea of their mul- 
titudes by their mischiefs, actually gain strength, and swell 
their numbers by this (allacious arithmetic. 
. But the present work is no more intended for a panegy- 
ric on those purer eharacters who seek not human praise, 
because they act from a higher motive, than for a satire 
on the avowedly licemious, who, urged by the impulse of 
the moment, or led away by the Jove of fashion, dislike not 
eensure, so it may serve to rescue them from neglect or 
oblivion* 

. There are, however, multitudes of the young and the 
well-disposed, who have as yet taken no decided part, who 
are just launching cm the ocean of life, just idwut to lose 
their own right convicttcms, and to counteract their better 
propensities, unreiuctantly yielding themselves to be car- 
ried down the tide of popular practices, sanguine, and con- 
fidentof safety. To these the author would gently hint, 
that, when once embarked, it will be no longer easy to say 
to their passions, or even to thdr principles, <^Thus far 
shall ye go, and no further.'' 

Should any reader revolt at what is conceived to be un- 
warranted strictness in this tittle book, let it not be thrown 
by in disgust before the following short consideration be 
weighed. If in this Christisin country we are actually be* 
ginning to regard the solemn office of Baptism as mere- 
ly fumbhing an article to tl^e parish register ; if we are 
learning from our indefacdgable Teachers, to consider this 
Christian rite as a legal ceremony retsuned for the sole 
purpose of recording the c^e of our children ; then, in- 
deed, the prevailing System of Education and Manners 
on which these volumes presume to animadvert, may be 
adopted with propriety, and persisted in with safety, with- 
out entailing on our children ^or on ourselves the peril of 
broken promissea, or the guilt of violated vows. But, if 
the oWgaueii which Chiistian Bs^ism imposes be really 
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binding; ; if the ordinance have. Indeed, a meaning beyond 
a mere secular transaction, beyond a record of names and 
dates ; if it be an institution by which the child is solesnn- 
}y devoted to God as his Father, to Jesus Christxas his 
Saviour, and to the Holy Spirit as his Sanctifier ; if there 
be no definite period assigned when the obligation of ful* 
filling the duties it enjoins shall be superseded ; if, hav-^ 
ing once dedicated our offspnng to their Creator, we no 
longer dare to tnock Him by bringing them up in igno- 
rance of His Will and neglect of His Laws ; if, after hav- 
ing enlisted them under the banners of Christ, to fight 
manfully against the three great enemies of mankind, we 
are no longer at liberty to let them lay down their arms ; 
much less to lead them t^ act as if in alliance instead of 
hostility with these enemies ; if after having promised 
that tliey shall renounce the vanities of the world, we are . 
not allowed to invalidate the engagement ; if after such a 
covenant we should tremble to make these renounced va» . 
nities the supreme object of our own pursuit, or of (Mr 
instruction ;; if all this be really so, then the Strictures on 
Modern Education, and on the Habits of polished Life, 
will not be found so repugnnnt to truth, and reason, and 
common sense, as may on a first view be supposed. 
^ Bnt if on candidly summing up the evidence, the design 
and scope of the author be ^rly judged, not by the cus- 
toms or opinions of the worldly, (for every English sub- 
ject has a right to object to a suspected or prejudiced jury) 
but by an appeal to that divine law which is the only in- 
fallible rule of judgment ; if on such an appeal her views 
and principles shall be found censurable for their rigour, 
absurd in their requisitions, or preposterous in their re- 
strictions, she will have no right to. complain of such a 
verdict, because she will then stand condemned by that 
court to whose decision she implicitly submits. 

Let it not be suspected that the author arrogantly conr 
ceives herself to be exempt from that natural corruption 
of the heart whidi it is one chief object of this slight work 
to exhibit } that she superciliously erects herself into the 
impeccable censor of her sex and of the world ; as i^&pin 
the critic's chair she were coldly pointing out the Mlts 
and errors of another order of beings, in whpae welfare 
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she had tiot that lively interest which can onlf flow from 
the tender and intimate participation of fellow-feeling. 

With a deep self-abasement arising from a strong con- 
viction of being indeed a partaker in the same cori*upt na- 
ture, together with a full persuasion of the many and 
g^reat defects of these volumes, and a sincere conscious* 
ness of her inability to do justice to a subject which, how- 
ever a sense of duty impelled her to undertake, she com- 
^ tnits herself to the candour of that public which has so 
frequently, in her instance, accepted a right intention as 
a substitute for a powerful performance. 

Bath, \ 

Makch 14,ir99,3 
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STRICTURES 



MODSBN ST9TEBI 



lEMALE EDUCATION. 



CHAPTER I. 

Jtddren to vomm of rank and fortune, on the eficu of ihair in/henct 
on oodttyj^Svggeotions^for the exertion of it in vanouo tnfloitcfr. 

A.M6nG the taints ibr the application of which wometi 
of the higher class will be peculiarly accountable, there is 
one, the importance of which they can scarcelj^raie-tgo 
highly. This talent is influence. JSl^^rxsviofihc great- 
est orator of amiquiiy^that-ti>«- Wisest plans which it had 
cost him years to frame, a woman could overturn in a sin- 
gle day ; and when one considers the rariety of mischiefs 
which an ill-directed influence has been known to pro- 
duce, one is led to reflect with the most sanguine hope on 
the beneficial eflects to be escpected from the same pow- 
erful force when exerted in its true direction. 

The general state of civilised society depends, more 
than those are aware, who are not accustomed to scrutinize 
into the springs of human action, on the prevsdling senti- 
ments and habits of women, and on the nature and degree 
of the estimation in which they are held. Even those who 
admit the power of female elegance oathe manners of meS| 
do not always attend to the influence of female principles 
on their character. In the former case, indeed, women 
are apt to be sufficiently conscious of their power, and not 
backward in turning it to account. But there are noble 
objects to be effected by the exertion of their powers, and 
unfortunately, ladies, who are often unreasonably confident 
where they ought to. be diffident^ are sometimes caprU 
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ciouslf diffident just when they ought to feel where their 
true importance "Ses ; an^ 'fiseitofy'to e«0rt it. To use 
their boasted power over mankind to no higher purpose 
than the gratification of vamty or the indulgence of plea* 
8ure>is the degrading triumph of those £ur victims to 
luxury, caprice, and deqiotism^ whom the laws and the reli- 
gion of the voluptuous prophet of Arabia exclude from 
tight, and liberty, and knowledge ; and it is humbling to 
reflect, that in those countries in which iondness for th^ 
mere persons of women is carried to the highest excess^ 
ihey are slaves i and that their moral and intellectual de« 

^ gradation increases in direct proportion to the adoration 
which is psdd to mere external ciiarms. 

But I turn to the bright reverse of this mortifying scene; 
toa country where our sex enjoys tho blessings of liberal 
instruction, of reasonable laws, of a pure religion, and all 
the endearing pleasures of an equal, social, virtuous^ and 
delightful intercourse : I tum-with an ea^mest hope, that 
women, thus richly endowed with the bounties of Provi- 
tIetio«, will not content ^emselves witfi potishing, when 
they are able to r^Oor^ ^ with entertaimng, when they may 
awaken ; and unth captxtmins; £bv a day, when they may 
bring into action powers of which the effects may be com* 
tnensurate with eternity. 

In this moment of alarm and peril, I wouM call en them 
with a <* warning voice,** Which would stir up every la- 
tent principle in their minds, and kindle every slumbering 
energy in their hearts j I would call on them to come fbr» 
ward, and contribute their ^11 and fair proportion towards 

^the saving of their country. But I would call on them to 
come forward, without departing from the refinement of 
their character, without derogating from the dignity of 
their rank, without blemishing the delicacy of their sex : 
1 would caJl them to the best and most appropriate exer- 
tion of their power, to raise the depressed tone of public 
morals, and to awaken the drowsy spirit of religious prin- 
ciple. They know too well how arbitrarily they give the 
law to manners, and with how despotic a sway they fix the 
standard of fashion. But this is not enough ; this is a 
low mark, a prize not worthy of their high and holy call- 
Ingt For, on the use which women of the superior class. 
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xhay be disposed to make of tliat power delegated to them 
by the courtfesy of custom, by the honest gallantry of the 
heart) by the imperious control of virtuous affections, by 
the habits of civilized states, by the usages of polished so- 
ciety ; on the use, I say, which they shall hereafter mako 
•f this influence, will depend, in no low degree, the well* 
..bcingof those states, and the virtue and happiness, nay 
perhaps the very existence of that society. 

At this period, when our country can only hope to stand 
I»y oppfiosihg a bold and noble unanimity to the most tre« 
mendous confederacies* against religion, and order, and 
governments, which the world ever saw ; what an acces- 
sion would it bring to the public strength, could we pre- 
vail on beauty, and rank, and talents, and virtue, confede- 
rating their several powers, to come forward with a pa- 
triotism at once firm and feminine for the general good ! 
•I am not sounding an alarm to female warriors, nor excit- 
ing female politicians : I hardly know which of the tw« 
is the most disgusting and unnatural character, Proprie- 
ty is to a w-oman what the great Roman critic says action 
is to an orator ; it is the first, the second, the third requi- 
site. A woman may be knowing, active, witty, al^d amus*^ 
ing ; but without propriety she cannot be amiable. Pro- 
priety is the centre in which all the lines of duty and of 
agreeableness meet. It is to character what proportion 
IS to figure, and grace to attitude. It does not depend 
on any one perfection ; but it is the result of general ex- 
cellence. It shews itself by a regular, orderly, undeviat- 
ing course ; and never starts from its sober orbit into any 
splendid eccentricities ; for it would be ashamed of such 
praise as it might extort by any aberrations from its pro- 
per path. It renounces all commendation but what is 
characteristic ; and 1 would make it the criterion of true 
taste, right principle, and genuine feeling, in a woman, 
whether she would be less touched with all the fiattery of 
' romantic and exaggerated panegyric than with that beau- 
tiful picture of coiTect and elegant propriety, which MiU 
ton draws of our first mother, when he delineates 

** Those thousand decenciet which daUy §q^ 
^ From «n her words aad netiont," 
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Eycn the influence of reHfi^n is to be cxefcieed witfc 
discretion. A female Pokiuu: wandevs almost as he from 
the limits prescribed to her sex» as a female MaclMifTel 
or warlike Thalestris. Fierceness has made almost as 
few converts as the sword^ and both are peculiai^ly im- 
graceful in a female. Even reUgioua violence has hunjaa 
tempers of its own to indulge, and is g^titifyieg itself whei\. 
it would be thought to be serving God. Let not the bi^^ 
got place her natural passions totlie account of Ghri^ian- 
ity) or imagine she is pious when she is only passionate* 
Let her bear in mind that a Christian doctrine is always 
to be defended with a Christian spirit, and not tnake her^ 
self amends by the stoutness of her orthodoxy for the bafU 
ness of her temper. Many, because they defend a doc- 
trine with pertinacity, seem to fancy that th^ thereby ac* 
quire a kind of right to witiihold the obediem^e which 
should be necessarily involved in the principle. 

But the character of a consistent Christian is as care« 
fully to be maintained, as that of a fiery disputant is to be 
avoided ; and she who is afraid to avow her principles, or 
ashamed to defend them, has little claim to that honoura-^ 
ble title. A profUgate, who laughs at the most sacred in<^ 
stitutions, and keeps out of the way of every thing which 
comes under the appearance of formal instruction, may be 
disconcerted by the modest, but spiritly I'ebuke of a oieU- 
cate woman, whose life adorns the doctrines, which her 
conversation defends : but she who administers reproof 
with ill-breeding, defeats the effect of her remedy. On 
the other hand, there is a dishonest way of laboarii^ to 
conciliate the favour of a whole company, though of dia* 
racters and principles irreconcilably oppome. The words 
may be so guarded as not to shock the believer, wlule the 
eye and voice may be so accommodated, as not to discourage 
the infidel. She who, with a half earnestsiess, trims be« 
tween the truth and the fashion ; who, while ^he thinks 
it creditable to defend the cause of religion, yet does It in 
a faint tone, a studied ambiguity of phrase, and a certain 
expression in her countenance, which ppo^^es thatsheisnot 
displeased with what she alGfects to censure, or that she is 
afraid to lose her reputation for wit, in proportion as she 
advances her credit for pietyi injures the cause more than 
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lie wbo i^aeked ki for she prinre^, ekher that. .she 
does not believe what she "proJessesy or that she does 
not tSBverence what fear compels he^ to believe. But 
thb is mxt aU : she ia called on not barely to repress im- 
piety) but to excite, to eneourage, and to chensh every 
tendency to seciofB religion. 

• Some of the occaaions of contributing to the general 
good whiehare daily presenting themselves to ladles, are 
almost too minute to be pointed out. Yet of the good 
which nght^mnided women, anxiously watching these 
mmvte occasions, and adroitly sdzmg them, might ac- 
cempMab, we may £Drm some idea by the ill-effects which 
w& aerially see produced, through the mere levity, care* 
lessness, and inattention (to say no worse) of some of 
those ladies, w^ are looked up to as standards in the 
iiiAhioaable woiid. 

- I am persuaded if many a one, who is now disseminat- 
ing imRftcvwIed mischief, under the dangerous notion 
that lltere»is no harm in any thing short of positive vice, 
8Sid uoder ^le false colours* of that indolent himiility, 
•** What good can / ^ ?** could be brought to see in its 
coUeeted force the annual aggregate of the random evil 
•ahe is daily deing, by constantly throwing a &V//e casual 
weight imathe Wf^ong scale, by mere inconsiderate and 
unguarded chat, she would start from her self-compla* 
.cent dream. If she could conceive how much she may 
be dimiaiahiiig the good impressions of young men ; and 
•if she could iiiMgine how little amiable levity or irre- 
l^on jaad^es her appeaa* in the eyes of those who are 
older and abler, (i^wever loose their own principles 
•may be) she would correct herself in the first instance, 
#om pwre good nature ; and m the second, from world- 
'ly pru^nce and mere self-love. But on how much 
higher piiuc^^les would she restrain herself, if she habit- 
uidly took into account the important doctrine of conse- 
queocea J. and if she reflected that the lesser but more 
lia^toal ccnrupdeiiamake up by their number, what they 
nnay seem to come short of by their weight : then per* 
bapa ahe would find that, among the higher class of wo- 
rn^, ineonMerutionis adding more to the daily quantity 
o£ evil tlMO^ abao^ all other causes put together. 
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There is a:n instrument of inconceiTaMe force, wliiaii 
It is employed against the interests of Christianitf . It fo 
not reasoning, for that may be answered ; it ianot learn- 
ing, for luckily the infidel is not seldom ignorant % it is 
not invective, for we leave so coarse an engine to the^ 
hands of the vulgar ; it is not e^dence, for happily we have 
that on our side. It is ribicule, the most deadly weap^ 
on in the whole arsenal of impiety, and which becomes 
an almost unerring shaft when directed by a &ir and 
fi»hionabIe hand No maxim has been more readily 
adopted, or is more intrinsically false, than that which 
the fascinating eloquence of a , noble i^eptic of the last 
age Qontrived to render so popular, that ^ ridicule is 
the test of truth.'' It is no test of truth itseif ; but of 
titeir firmness who assert the cause of truth, it is indeed 
a'severe test. This light, keen, missile weapon, Uie irres* 
olute, unccmfirmed Christian wiM find it harder to with- 
«tand than the whole heavy artillery of infidelity united, 
•A young man of the better sort, having just entered 
^pon the world, with a certain share of good dispositions 
and right feelings, not ignorant of the evidences, nor 
destitute of the principles of Christianity ; without parting 
with his respect for religion, he sets out with the too &»• 
lurid wish of makingliimselfareputation>and of staiKlini; 
well with the fashionable part of the female world. He 
preserves for a time a horror of vice, which makes it not 
difficult for him to resist the grosser corruptions of soci- 
ety^; he can as yet r^el pro&ieness ; nay, lie can with» 
stand the banter of a club. He has sense ^Mugh to see 
through the mberable fallacies of the new. philosophy, and 
spirit enough to expose its malignity. SoSav he dc»efi 
well, and you are ready to congratulate him on his se<A- 
rity. You are mistaken : the prineiples of the ardent> 
and hitherto promising adventurer are shakea, just in that 
very society where, while he was looking for pleasure, he 
doubted not of safety. In the company of certain women 
of good fashion and no ill fame, be makes shipwreck of 
his religion. He sees them treat with levity or derision 
subjects which he has been used to hear named with re* 
spect. He could confute an ai'gument, he could unravel 
a sophistry ; but he cannot atipd a laugh. . A si^cri not ... 
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^ the tvHUSk of religion^ for that perhaps is by none of the 
party dia^Ueved, but at its gravity, its unseasonableness, 
its dullness, puts all his resoluiion to flight. He feels his 
mistake^ aiKl struggles to recover his credit ; in order to 
nrhich he adopts the gay affectation of trying to seem worse 
than he really is, he goes on to say things which he does 
not believe, and to deny things which he does believe, 
and all to efface the first impression, and to recover a 
reputation which he has committed to their hands on 
whose report he knows he shall stand or fall^ in those cir- 
cles in whioh be is ambitious to shine. ' 

That cold compound of irony, irreligion, selfishness, 
and sneer, which make up what the French (from whom 
we borrow the thing as well as the word) so well express 
by the term ficrsiatage^ has of late years made an incred* 
ible progress in blasting the opening buds of piety in 
young persons of fashion. A cold pleasantry, a temporary 
cant word, the jargon of the day (for the " great vulgar** 
have their jargon) blights the first promise of seriousness. 
The ladies of ton have certain watch-words, which may 
be detect^ as indications of this spirit. The clergy are 
spokoi of under the contemptuous appellation of The 
JPareens, Some ludicrous association is infallibly com- 
. biaed with every idea of religion. If a warm hearted 
youth has ventured to name with enthusiasm somjs emi« 
nentlf pious character, his glowing ardour is extinguish- 
ed with a laugh ; and a drawling declaration that the per- 
son in question is really a mighty harmlesB good creature, 
is uttered in a tone which leads the youth secretly to vow, 
that whatever else he may be, he will never be a good 
harmless creature. 

- Nor is ridicule more dangerous to true piety than to 
ti ue tasle. An age which values itself on parody, bur- 
lesque, irony, and caricature, produces little that is sub- 
lime, either in gemus or in virtue ; but they amuae^ and 
we live in an age which mutt be amused, though genius, 
feeling, truth, and principle, be the sacrifice. Nothing 
chills the ardours of devotion like a frigid sarcasm ; and, 
in the season of youth, the mind should be kept particu- 
larly clear of all light associations. This is of so much 
impon^ce, that I have known persons who, having been 

B 
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early accustomed to certain ludicrous combinations, V ^ 
tiever able to get their minds cleansed from the impu- 
rities contracted by this habitual levity, even after a tho- 
rough reformation in their hearts and lives bad taken place t 
their principles became reformed, but their imaginations 
were indelibly soiled. They could desist from sins which 
the strictness of Christianity would not allowthem to com- 
nait, but they could not dismiss from their minds images, 
which her purity forbade them to entertain. 

There was a time when a variety of epithets were 
thought necessary to express various kinds of excellence, 
and when the different qualities of the mind were distin- 
guished by appropriate and discriminating terms ; when 
the words venerable, learned, sagacious, profound, acute, 
pious, ingcnicJiis, elegant, agreeable, wise, or witty, were 
used us f^pecific marks of distinct characters. But the 
legislators of ftishion have of late years thought proper to 
compme all mcnt in one established epithet, and it must 
be cfmfes^ed to be a very desirable one as far as it goes. 
Thvs epithet is exclusively and indiscriminately applied, 
wherever commendation is intended. The word fiieaaani 
now serves to combine and express all moral and intel- 
lectual excellence. Every individual, from the gravest 
professors of the grayest profession, down to the trifler 
who is of no profession at all, must earn the epithet of 
pleasant^ or must be contented to be nothing ; and must 
be consigned over to ridicule, under the vulgar and in- 
expressive cant word of a bore. This is the mortifying 
designation of many a respectable man, who, though of 
much worth and much ability, caimot pei^aps clearly 
make out his letters patent to the title of pleasant. For, 
according to this modern classification, there is no inter«> 
mediate state, but all are comprised within the ample 
bounds of one or other of these two terms. 

We ought to be more on our guard against this spirit of ri- 
dicule, because, whatever may be the character of the pre- 
sent day, its faults do not spring from the redundancies of 
great qualities, or the overflowing of extravagant virtues. 
It is well if more correct views of life, a more regular ad- 
ministration of laws, and a more settled state of society, 
have helped to restrain the excesses of the heroic s^es, 
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^hen hyve and war were considered as the great and sole 
business of human life. Yet, if that period was marked 
by a romantic extravagance, and the present by an indo- 
lent selfishness, our superiority is not so triumphantly de- 
cisive, as, in the vanity of our hearts, we may be ready to 
imagine. 

I do not wish to bring back the frantic reign of chivalry, 
nor to reinstate women in that fantastic empire in which 
they then sat enthroned in the hearts, or rather in the im«» 
aginations of men. Common sense is an excellent mate- 
rial of universal application, which the sagacity of latter 
ages has seized upon, and rationally applied to the busi- 
ness of common life. But let us not forget, in the inso- 
lence of acknowledged superiority, that it was religion and 
chastity, operating on the romantic spirit of those times^ 
which established the despotic sway of woman ; and though 
she now no longer looks down on her adoring votariesi 
from the pedestal to which an absurd idolal^ had lifted 
her, yet let her remember that it is the same religion and 
chastity which once raised her to such an elevation, that 
must still furnish the noblest, energies of her character. 

While we lawfully ridicule the absurdities which wo 
have abandoned, let us not plume ourselves on that spirit 
of novelty which glories in the opposite extreme. If the 
manners of the period in question were aifected,and if th© 
gallantry was unnatural, yet the tone of virtue was high f 
and let us remember that constancy, purity, and honour, 
are not ridiculous in themselves, though they may un^ 
luckily be associated with qualities which arc so : and 
women#of delicacy would do well to reflect, when descant- 
ing on those exploded manners, how far it be decorous to 
deride with too broad a laugh) attachments which could 
subsist on remote gratification ; or grossly to ridicule the 
taste which led the admirer to sacrifice pleasure to 
respect, and inclination to honour ; to sneer at that pu- 
rity which made self-denial a proof of affection, and to 
call in question the sound understanding of him who pre- 
ferred ihe fame of his mistress to his own indulgence. 

One cannot but be struck with the wonderful contrast 
exhibited to our view, when we contemplate the manners 
of the two periods in quesuon. In the formeri all the fio^- 
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er of Europe smhxvitb a delirious gallantry ; aU that was 
young and noble, and braye and greats with a fanatic fren- 
zy and preposterous contempt of danger, traversed seaa, 
and scaled mountains, and compassed a large portion of 
the globe, at the expense of ease, and fortune, and life, 
for the unprofitable project of rescuing, by force of armji, 
from the hands of infidels, the sepulchre of that Saviour, 
whom, in the other period^ their posterity would think it 
the height of fanaticism so much as to name in good com- 
pany : whose altars they desert, whose temples they neg- 
lect ; and though in more than one country at least they 
still call themselves by his name, yet too many, it is to be 
feared, contemn his precepts, still more are ashamed of 
Us doctrines, and not a few reject his sacrifice. Too 
many consider Christianity rather as a political than a re-n 
ligious distinction ; too many claim the appellation of C hris-r 
tians, in mere opposition to that Democracy with which 
they conceive infidelity to be associated, rather than from 
an abhorrence of impiety for its own sake ; and dread ir* 
religion as the badge of a reprobated party, more than on 
accoimt of that moral corruption which is its inseparable^ 
concomitant. 

But in an age when inversion is the order of the day^ 
the modern idea of improvement does not consist in alter<^ 
ing, but extirpating. We do not reform, but «ibyert Wo 
do not correct old systems, but demolish them ; fancying 
that when every thing shall be uew JjL will be perfect. 
Not to have been wrong, but to have been at alb is the 
crime. Excellence is no longer considered as an experi- 
mental thing which is to grow gradually out ofobservation 
and practice, and to be improved by the accumulating ad- 
ditions brought by the wisdom of successive ages. Our 
zvisdom is not slowly perfected by age and gradual growth^ 
but a goddess which starts at once, full grown, mature^ 
arm^d cap-d-pie, from the heads of our modern thunder- 
ers^ Or rather, if I ma^ change the allusion, a perfect 
syste«n is nov> expected inevitably to spring at once like 
the fabled bird of Arabia, from the ashes of its parent ; 
and, like that, can receive its birth no other way but by the 
destruction of its predecessor. 
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Instead of clearing away what is redundant, prunin|^ 
what is eumbersomcy supplying what is defective, and 
araencting what is wrong, we adopt the indefinite rage for 
radical reform of Jack, who in altering Lord Peter's* coaty 
shewed his zeal by crying out, " Tear away, brother Mar- 
tin, for the love of heaven ; never mind, so you do but tear 
away." 

This tearing system has unquestionably rent away some 
Taluable parts of that strong^rich, native stuff, which form- 
ed the ancient texture of British jsianners. That we 
have gained much I am persuaded ; that we have lost no- 
thing I dare not therefore affirm. But though it fairly ex- 
hibits a mark of our improved judgment to ridicule the 
fantastic notions of love and honour in the heroic ages ; 
let us not rejdice that that spirit of generosity in sentiment^ 
and c^ ardour in piety, the exuberancies of which were 
then so inconveni^it, are now sunk as unreasonably low. 
That revolution of manners which the unparalleled wit 
and genius of Don Quixote so happily effected, by abolish- 
ing extravagancies the most absurd and pernicious, was 
so £eir impeifect, that some virtues which he never meant 
to expose, fell into disrepute with the absurdities which 
he did : and it is become the turn of the present taste to 
attach in no smaU degree that which is ridiculous to that 
which is^erious and heroic Some modern works of wit 
have assisted in bringing piety and some of the noblest 
virtues into contempt, by studiously associating them 
with oddity, childish simplicity, and ignorance of the world : 
and unneoessary pains have been taken to extinguish that 
zeal and ardour, which, however liable to excess and er- 
ror, are yet the spring of whatever is great and excellent 
in the human character. The novel of Cerv-antes is in- 
x:omp£u*able ; the Tartuffe of Molicre is unequalled ; but 
true generosity and true religion will never lose any 
thingf of their intrinsic value, because knight-errantry and 
hypocrisy are legitimate objects for satire. 

But to return from this too long digression, to the sub- 
ject of female influence. Those who have not watched 
the united operation of vanity and feeling on a youthful 
znind, will not conceive how much less formidable the ri- 
• Swift's " Tale of a Tub.'* 
B2 
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dieule of all his own sex will be to a very young tlnan, thin 
that of those women to whom he has been taught to look 
up as the arbitresses of elegance. Such an one I doubt 
not, might be able to work himself up, by the force of ge- 
nuine christian principle, to such a pitch of true heroism, 
as to refuse a challenge, (and it requires more real cou- 
rage to refuse a challenge than to accept one) who wouild 
yet be in danger of relapsing into the dread^l pusillani- 
mity of the world, when he is told that no woman of fi5i* 
shion will hereafter look on him but with contempt. While 
Ave have cleared away the rubbish of the Gothic ages, it 
"were to be wished we had not retained the most criminal 
of all their institutions. Why chivalry should ihdicate a 
•madman, while its leading object, the stngal comSai^ should 
designate a gentleman, has not yet been explained. Nay 
the original motive is lost, while -the sinful practice ia 
continued ; for the fighter of the duel no Xongtr firetend» 
to be a glorious redresserof the wrongs of strangers ; na 
longer considers himself as piously appealing to heaven 
for the justice of his cause ; but from the slavish fear of 
unmerited reproach, often selfishly hazards the happiness 
of his nearest connexicHis, and always comes for^ in di- 
rect defiance of an acknowledged command of the Al« 
mighty. Pferhaps there are few occasions in which fe* 
male influence might be exerted to a higher purpose than 
in this j in which laws and conscience have hitherto effect*' 
•d so little. But while the duellist (who perhaps becomes 
a duellist only because he was first a seducer) is welcom- 
ed with smiles ; the more hardy youth, who, because he 
fears not man but God, declines a challenge ; who is resolv- 
ed to brnve disgrace rather than commit sin, would be 
treated with cool contempt by those very persons to whose 
, esteem he might reasonably look, as one of the rewards 
'of his true and substantial fortitude- 
How then is it to be reconciled with the decisions o£ 
principle, that delicate women should receive with com- 
placency the successful libertine, who has been delected 
by the wretched father or the injured husband in a crim* 
^ inal commerce, the discovery of which has too justly 
Vanished the unhappy partner of his crin)e from virtuous 
society ? Nay, if he happen to be very handsome, or very 
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brave, or very fashionable, is there not sometimes a kind 
of dishonourable competition for his favour ? But, "wheth- 
er his pO];>u1arity be derived from birth, or parts, or per- 
son, or (what is often a substitute for all) from his having 
made his way into ^od company y vtromen of distinction 
«ully the sanctity of virtue by the too visible pleasure 
they sometimes express at the attentions of such a pop- 
ular libertine, whose voluble small-talk they admire, and 
whose sprightly nothings they quote, and whom perhaps 
their very favour tends to prevent from becoming a bet- 
ter character, because he finds himself more acceptable 
as he is. ' 

May I be allowed to introduce a new part of my sub- 
ject by remarking that it is a matter of inconceivable im- 
portance, though not perhaps sufficiently considered, 
^hen any popular work, not on a religious topic, but on 
tmy common subject, such as politics, history, or science, 
has happened to be writteif by an author of sound Chris- 
tian principles ? It may not have been necessary, nor pru- 
dently practicable, to have a single page in the whole 
work professedly religious : but still, when the living 
principle informs the mind of the writer, it is almost 
impossible but that something of its spirit will diffuse 
itself even into subjects with whiqh it should seem but 
renK>tely connected. It is at least a comfort to the rea- 
der, to feel that honest confidence which results from 
knowing that he has put himself into safe hands ; that he 
has committed himself to an author, whose known prin- 
ciples are a pledge that his reader nee,d not be driven to 
^atch himself at every step with anxious circumspection; 
that he need not be looking on the right hand and on the 
left, as if he knew there were pitfalls under the flowers 
which are delighting him. And it is no small point gain- 
ed, that on subjects in which you do not look to imfirove 
youi* religion, it is at least secured from deterioration. If 
the Athenian laws were so delicate that they^disgraced 
«ny one who shewed an iijquiring traveller the wrong 
road, what disgrace, among Christians, should attach to 
that author, who, when a youth is inquiring the road to 
history or philosophy, directs him to blasphenfty and tm* 
belief. 
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In ammadverting farther on the reigning evils which 
the tknes more particularly demand that women of rank 
and influence should repress, Christianity calls upon them 
lo bear their decided testimony against every things which 
is notoriously contributing to the public corruption. It 
calls upon them to banish from their dressing roo0M, 
(and ohy that their influence could banish from the libra^^ 
ries of their sons and husbands i) that 8obe»Mid unsus* 
pected mass of mischief, which, by assuming the plausi^ 
ble names of Science, of Philosophy, of Arts, of Belles 
Lettres, is gradually administering death to the princi- 
ples of those who would be on their guard, had the poi- 
son been labelled with its own pernicious title. Avowed 
attacks upon revelation are more easily resisted, be- 
cause the malignity is advertised. But who suspects the 
destruction which lurks under the harmless or instruc- 
tive names of Gtneral History y Mitural HUtory^ Tra-ucUy 
Voyages^ Lives^ EncyelopedioMy Cridciamy&nd Romance ? 
Who will deny that many of these works contain much 
admirable matter; brilliant passages, important . facts^ 
just descriptions, fkithful pictures of nature, and valuable 
illustrations of science ? But while '^ the dead fly lies at 
the bottom," the whole will ej;hale a corrupt and pesti* 
lential stench. 

Novels which chiefly used to be dangerous in one res- 
pect, are now become mischievous in a thousand. They 
are continually shifting their ground, and enlarging their 
8phere,andare daily becoming vehicles of wider mischief* 
Sometimes they concentrate their force, and are at once 
employed to difl'use destructive politics, deplorable pro- 
fligacy, and impudent infidelity. Rousseau was the first 
popular dispenser of this complicated drug, in wliicii the 
deleterious Infusion was strong, and the eflect propor- 
tionably fatal. For he does not attempt to seduce the af- 
fections but through the medium of the principles. He 
does not paint an innocent woman, ruined, repenting, and 
restored ; but with a far more 4nischievous refinement, 
he annihilates die value of chastity, and with pernicious 
subtlety atteiiipts to make his heroine appearalmost more 
amiable without it. He exhibits a virtuous woman, the 
victim not of temptation but of reason> not of vice but of 
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sentimenty not of passion but of conviction ; and strikes 
at the very root of honour by elevating a crime into a 
principle. With a meuphysical sophistry the most plau- 
sible, he debauches the heart of woman, by cherishing 
her vwiity in tl?e erection of a system of male virtues^ to 
which, with a lofty dereliction of those that are her more 
peculiar md characteristic praise, he tempts her to as* 
pire ; iM>werfully insinuating, that to this splendid system 
chastity does not necessarily belong : thus corrupting the 
judgmentand bewildering the understanding, as the most 
effectual way to inflame the imagination and deprave the 
heart. 

The rare mischief of this author consists in his powe? 
of seducing by falsehood those who love truth, but whose 
minds are still wavering, and whose principles are not yet 
formed. He allures the warm-hearted to embrace vice, 
not because they prefer vice, but because he gives to vice 
80 natural an air of virtue ; an ardent and enthusiastic 
youth, too confidently trusting in their integrity and in 
their teacher, will be undone, while they fancy they are 
indulging in the noblest feelings of their nature. Many 
authors will more infallibIy»complete the ruin of the loose 
and ill-disposed ; but perhaps (if 1 may change the figure) 
ttere never was a net of such exquisite art and inextri- 
cable workmanship, spread to entangle innocence and 
ensnare inexperience, as the writings of Rousseau : and, 
unhappily, tlie victim does not even struggle in the toils, 
because part of the delusion consists in imagining that he 
is set at liberty. 

Some of our recent popular publications have adopted 
and enlarged all the mischiefs of this school, and the 
principal evil arising from them is, that the virtues they 
exhibit are almost more dangerous than tlie vices. The 
chief materials out of which these delusive systems are 
framed, are characters who practise superfluous acts of 
generosity, while they are trampling on obvious said 
commanded duties ; who combine inflated sentiments of 
honour with actions the most flagitious ; a high tone of 
self-confidence^ with a perpettial neglect of self-denial : 
pathetic apostrophes to the passions, but no attempt to 
resist them. They teach) that chastity is only individual 
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attaohinent ; that no dnty exists which is not pt*ompted 
by feeling, that impulse is the main spring of virtuous ac- 
tioilis, while laws and religion are only unjust restraints j 
the former imposed by arbitrary men, the latter by the 
absurd prejudices of timorous and unenlightened con- 
science. Alas ! they do not know that the best creature 
of impulse that ever lived is but a wayward, unfixed, un- 
principled being ! that the best natural man requires a 
curb; and needs that balance to the affections which 
Christianity alone can furnish, and without which bene- 
volent propensities arc no security to virtue. And per- 
haps it is not too much to say, in spite of the monopoly 
of benevolenci^ to which the new philosophy lays claimi 
that the human duties of the second table have never once 
been well performed by saiy of the rejectors of that pre- 
vious portion of the Decalogue which enjoins duty to God. 
In some of the most splendid of these characters compas- 
sion is erected into the throne of justice, and justice is 
degraded into the rank of piebeiait^firtues. Creditors are 
defrauded, while the money due to them is lavished in 
dazzling acts of charity to some object that affects the 
senses ; which fits ofcharity are made the sponge of every 
sin, and the substitute of every virtue : the whole in* 
directly tending to intimate how very benevolent people 
are v)ho are not Chrifitians, From many of these compo- 
sitions, indeed, Qtiristianity is systematically, and always 
virtually excluded ; for the law, and the prophets, and 
the gospel can make no part of a scheme in whicl) this 
world is looked upon as all in all ; in which want and 
misery are considered as evils arising solely from human 
governments, and not from the dispensations of God ; in 
which poverty is represented as merely a political evil, 
and the restraints which tend to keep tiie poor honest, as 
the most flagrant inj ustice. The gospel can make no part 
of a system in which the chimerical project of consum- 
mate earthly happiness (founded on the pretence of lov- 
ing the poor better than God loves them) would defeat 
the divine plan, which meant this world a scene of dis- 
cipline, not of remuneration. The gospel can have noth- 
ing to do with a system in which sin is reduced to a little 
human imperfection, and Old Bsdley crimes are softened 
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^down into a fewcngaging weaknesses ; and in wl|ich the 
turpitude of all the vices a man himself commhs, is done 
away by his candour in tolerating all the yices committed 
by others. 

But the part of the system the most fatal to that class 
whom I am addressing is, that even in those works which 
do not go all the length of treating marriage as an unji^t 
infringement on liberty, and a tyrannical deduction from 
general happiness ; yet it commonly happens that the 
hero or heroine, who has practically violated the letter of 
the seventh commandment, and continues to live in the 
allowed violation of its spirit, is painted as so amiable 
and so benevolent, so tender or so brave ; and the temp< 
tation is represented as so irreahtihle^ (for all these phi- 
losophers are fatafists) the predominant and cherished sin 
is so filtered and purged of its pollutions, and is so shel- 
tered and surrounded, and relieved with shining qualitieSf 
that the innocent and im;^ressible young reader is brought 
to lose all horror of the awful crime in question, in the 
complacency she feels for the engaging virtues of the 
criminal. 

But there is another object to which I would direct the 
exertion of that power of female influence of which I am 
speaking. Those ladies who take the lead in society are 
loudly called upon to act as the guard'^ans of the public 
taste as well as of the public virtue. They are called 
upon therefore, to oppose with the whole weight of their 
influence, the irruption of those swarms of publications 
now daily issuing from the banks of the Danube, which ^ 
like their ravaging predecessors of the darker ages, 
though with far other armsj are over running civilized 
society. Those readers, whose purer taste has been 
formed on the correct models of the old classic school, 
see with indignation and astonishment the Huns and Van- 
dals once more overpowering the Greeks and Romans^ 
They behold our minds, with a retrograde but rapid mo- 
tion, hurried back to the reign of " chaos and old night," 
by terrific and unprincipled compositions, which unite 
rtie taste of the Goths with the morals of Bagshot,* 

• The newspapers announce that SchiUer'^ Tragedy of the Robbery 
^bich inflamed the young nobility oi* Germany to euKst themselves into 
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Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dhrol 

and by wild and mis-shapen superstitions, in which, with 
that consistency which forms so striking a feature of the 
new philosophy, those who deny the immortality of the 
soul are most eager to introduce the machinery of ghosts. 

The writings of the French infidels were some years 
ago circulated in England with uncommon industry and 
with some effect : but the plain sense and good princi- 
ples of the far greater part of our countrymen resisted 
the attack, and rose superior to the trial. Of the doc- 
trines and principles here alluded to, the dreadful conse- 
quences, not only in the unhappy country where they ori- 
ginated and were almost universally adopted, but in every 
part of Europe where they have been received, have been 
such as to serve as a beacon to surrounding nations, if 
any warning can preserve them from destruction. In 
this country the subject is now so well understood, that 
every thing that issues from the French press is received 
with jealousy ; and a work on the first appearance of its 
exhibiting the doctrines of Voltaire and his associates, is 
rejected with indignation. 

But let us not on account of this victory repose in con- 
fident security. The modem apostles of infidelity and 
immorality, little less indefatigable in dispersing their 
pernicious doctrines than the first apostles were in pro- 
pagating gospel truths, have indeed changed their wea- 
pons, but they have by no means desisted from the attack. 
To destroy the principles of Christianity in this islandt 
appears at the present moment to be their grand aim. 
Deprived of the assistance of the French press, they are 
now attempting to attain their object under the close and 
more artificial- veil of German literature. Conscious 
that religion and morals will stand or fall together, their 
attacks are sometimes levelled against the one and some- 
times against the other. With strong occasional pro- 
fessions of general attachment to both of these, they en- 
deavour to interest the feelings of the reader, sometimes 
in favour of some one particular vice, at other times 05 

• band of highwaymen to rob in the forest of Bohemia, is now acting 
in England bg pkt^fom <(f qiuiUiy / 
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the subject of some one objection to revealed religion. 
Poetry as» well as prose, romance as well as history, writ- 
ings on philosophical as well as on political subjects, have 
thus been employed to itistil the principles of Illumind' 
iUnij while incredible pains have been taken to obtain 
able translations of every book which was supposed like- 
ly to be of use in corrupting the heart or misleading the 
understanding. In many of these translations, certain 
stronger passages, which, though well received in Ger- 
inany, would have excited disgust in England, are whol- 
ly omitted, in order that the mind may be more certainly, 
though more slowly, prepared for the full effect of the 
same pois'?n to be administered in a stronger degree at 
another period. 

Let not those to whom these pages are addressed de- 
ceive themselves, by supposing this to be a fable ; and 
let them inquire most seriously whether I speak truth In 
asserting that/the attacks of inndelity in Great-Britain are 
at this moment principally directed against the female 
breast^ Conscious of the influence of women in civil so* 
ciety, conscious of the effect which female infidelity pro* 
duced in France, they attribute the ill success of their 
attempts in this country, to their ^ving been hitherto 
chiefly addressed to the male sex. (They are now sedu- 
lously labouring to destroy the religious principles ot 
women, and in too maoy instances have fatally succeeded. 
For this purpose not only novels and romances have been 
made the vehicles of vice and infidelity, but the same al- 
lurement has been held out to the won^^of our country, 
which was eipployed by the first philosophist to the first 
sinner— Knowledge. Listen to the precepts of the new 
German enlighteners, and you need no longer remain io 
that situation in which Providence has placed you ! Fol- 
low their examples, and you shall be permitted to indulge 
in all those gratifications which custom, not religion, has 
tolerated in the male sex I 

Let us jealously watch every deepening shade in the 
change of manners ; let us mark every step, however in- 
considerable, whose tendency is downwards. Corrup- 
tion is neither stationary nor retrograde ; and to have de- 
tnwted from modesty, is already to have made a progress. 

C 
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It is not.bnly awfully true, that since the new prmciples. 
have been afloat, women have been too eagerly inquisi- 
tive after these monstrous compositions ; but it is true al- 
so that, with a new and offensive renunciation of their 
native delicacy, many women of character make little 
hesitation in avowing their familiarity with works abound- 
ing with principles, sentiments, and descriptions, " which 
should not be so much as named among them.'* By al- 
lowing their minds to come in contact with such conta- 
.gious matter, they are irrecoverably tainting them ; and 
by acknowledging that they are actually conversant wit!\ 
such corruptions, (with whatever reprobation of the au- 
thor they may qualify their perusal of the book,) they are 
exciting in others a most mischievous curiosity for the 
same unhallowed gratification. Thus they are daily di- 
minishing in the young and the timid those wholesome 
scruples, by which, when a tender conscience ceases to 
be intrenched, all the subsequent stages of ruin are gra- 
dually facilitated. 

We have hitlierto spoken only of the German writing* ; 
but because there are multitudes who seldom read, equal 
pains have been taken to promote the same object through 
the medium of the stage ; and this weapon is, of all others, 
that against which it is, at the present moment, the most 
important to warn the more inconsiderate of my country- 
women. 

As a specimen of the German drama, it may not be un- 
seasonable to offer a few remarks on the admired play of 
the Stranger, In this piece the character of an adultreasf 
which, in all periods of the world, ancient as well as mo- 
dem, in all countries, heathen as well as christian, has hi- 
therto been held in detestation, and has never been intro- 
•fluced but to be reprobated, is for the first time presented 
to our view in the most pleasing and fascinating colours. 
The heroine is a woman who forsook a husband the most 
affectionate and the most amiable, and lived for some lime 
in the most criminal commerce with her seducer. Re- 
penting at length of her Crime, she buries herself in re- 
tirement. The talents of the poet during the whole piece 
are exerted in attempting to render this woman the object 
ftot only of the compassion and forgiveness, but of the cs- 
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teem and affection of the audience. The injured husband> 
convinced of his wife's repentance, forms a resolution^ 
which every man of true feeling and christian piety will 
probably approve. He forgives her offence, and promises 
her through life his advice, protection, and fortune, toge- 
ther with every thing which can alleviate the misery of 
her situation, but refuses to replace her in the situation of 
bis wife. But this is not sufficient for the German author^ 
His efforts are employed, and it is to be feared but too suc- 
cessfully, in making* the audience consider the husband as 
an unrelenting savage, while they are led by the art of the 
poet anxiously to wish to see an ;idultress restored to that 
rank of women who have not violated the most solemn co- 
venant that can be made with man, nor disobeyed one of 
the most positive laws which has been enjoined by God. 

About the same time that this first attempt at repre- 
«entihg an adultress in an exemplary light was made by 
a German dramatist, which forms an era in manners ; a 
direct vindication of adultery was for the first time attempt- 
fed by ^L'woman^ a professed admirer and imitator of the 
Gerrhan suicide Werier. The female IVerterj as she is 
istyled by her biographer, asserts, in a work intitled " The 
Wrongs of Women," that adultery is justifiable, and that 
the restrictions placed on it by the laws of England con- 
stitute one of the Wrongs of Women. 

And this leads me to dwell a little longer on this most 
destructive class in the whole wide range of modem cor- 
ruptors, who effect the most desperate work of the pas- 
sions, without so much as pretending to urge th^'iT violence 
in extenuation of the guilt of indulging them. They so- 
licit this very indulgence with a sort of cold-blooded spe- 
culation, and invite the reader to the most unbounded gra-^ 
tifications, with all the saturnine coolness of a geometrical 
calculation. Theirs is an iniquity rather of phlegm than 
of spirit : and in the pestilent atmosphere they raise about 
thera, as in the infernal climate described by Milton y 

The parching air* 
Burns frore, and frost performs th' effect of fire. 

• «* When the north-wind bloweth it deToureth the mountains, aO;^ 
feoraeth the wilder&ess. and ^onsometU the grass as fire.*' , ^ 

Eodes. ad. SQ» 
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This cool, calculating, intellectual wickedness eats 6\x% 
ibe very heart and core of virtue, and like a deadly naildew 
blights and shrivels the blooming promise of the human 
spring, tts benumbing touch communicates a torpid 
sluggishness,, which paralyzes the soul. It descants on 
depravity, and details its grossest acts as frigidly as if itjs 
object were to allay the tumult of the passions, while it is 
letting them loose on mankind, by " plucking off the muz- 
zle*' of present restraint and future accountableness. The 
system is a dire infusion compounded of bold impiety^ 
brutish sensuality, and exquisite foUyy which creeping fa- 
tally about the heart checks the moral circulation, and to- 
tally stops the pulse of goodness by the extinction of the 
vital principle. Thus not only choking the stream of ac«. 
tual virtue, but drying up the veiy fountain of future re* 
morse and remote repentance. 

The ravages which some of the old offenders against 
purity made in the youthful heart, by the exercise of a fer- 
vid bu\ licentious imaginationon the passions, was like the 
mischief effected by floods, cataracts, and volcanps. The 
desolation indeed was terrible, and the ruin was tremen- 
dous : yet it was a ruin which did not infallibly preclude 
the possibility of recovery. The country, though deluged 
and devastated, was not utterly put beyond the power of 
^restoration. The harvests indeed were destroyed, and all 
was wide sterility. But, though the crops were lost, the 
9fied8 of vegetation were not absolutely eradicated ; so that» , 
after a long and barren blank, fertility migfit finally return. 

But the heart once infected with this newly medicated 
venom, subtil though sluggish in its operation, resembles 
what travellers relate of that blasted spot the dead-seat 
where those devoted cities once stood which for their pol- 
lutions were burnt with fire from heaven. It continues a 
stagnant lake of putrifying waters. No wholesome blade 
ever more shoots up ; the air is so tainted that qo living 
thing subsists within its influence. Near the sulphureom 
pool the very principle of life is annihilated. All is deaths 

Death; unrepealable eternal death ! 

But let us take comfort. These projects lire not yet 
generally realized. These atrocious principles are not yet 
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tdopted into common practice. Though corruptions seem 
with a confluent tide to be pouring in upon us from every 
quarter, yet there is still left among us a discriminating 
judgment. Clear and strongly marked distinctions be- 
tween right and wrong still subsist. While we continue 
to cherish tl^ds sanity of mind, the case is not desperate* 
Though that crime, the growth of which always exhibits 
the most irrefragable proof of the dissoluteness of publio 
manners ; though that crime, which cuts up order and vir- 
tue by the roots, and mlates the sanctity of vows^ is awful- 
ly increasing, 

Till senates seem 

For, purposes of empire less convea'd 

Than to release the adult'ress from her bonds ; 

yet, thanks to the surviving efficacy of a holy religion, to 
ihe operation of virtuous laws, and to the energy and un- 
shaken integrity with which these laws are now adminis- 
tered ; and most of all perhaps to a standard of morals 
which continues in force, when the principles which sanc- 
tioned it are no more : this crime, in the female sex at 
least, is still held in just abhorrence ; if it be practised, it 
is not hcmourable ; if it be committed, it is not justified ; 
we do not yet affect to palliate its turpitude ; as yet it hides 
its abhorred head in lurking privacy ; and reprobation 
hitherto follows its publicity. ^ 

But on YOUR exerting your influence, with just appli- 
caUon^ and increasing energy, may in no small degree de- 
pend whether this corruption shall still continue to be re- 
sisted. For, from admiring to adopting, the step is short, 
and the progress rapid ; and it is in the moral as in the 
aatural world ; the motion, in the case of minds as well 
as of bodies, is accelerated as they approach the centre to 
which they are tending. 

O ye to whom^his address is particularly directed ! an 
awful charge is, in this instance, committed to your hands ; 
as you discharge it or shrink from it, you promote or in- 
jure the honour of your daughters and the happiness of 
your sons, of both which you aie the depositaries. And, 
while you resolutely persevere in making a stand against 
Ihe encroachments of this crime, suffer not your firn.ness 
to be shaken by that affectation of charity, which is gro w« 

C2' 
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in^ into a^ general substitute for principle. Abufte not so 
noble a quality as Christian candour, by mis-employing it 
10 instances to which it does not apply. Pity the wretched 
womsm you dare not countenance ; and bless him who has 
♦« made you to differ." If unhappily she be your relatitm 
or friend, anxiously watch forthe period when she shall be 
deserted by her betrayer ; and see if, by your Christian 
offices, she can be snatched from a perpetuity of vice. Bat 
if, through the Divine blessing on your patient endeavoursi 
she should ever be awakened to remorse, be not anxicms 
to restore thefarlom penitent to that society against whose 
laws she has so grievously offended ; and remember, that 
her soliciting such a restoration, furnishes but too plain a 
proof that she is not the penitent your partiality would be- 
Heve ; since penitence is more anxious to make its peace 
with Heaven than with the world. Joyfully would a tru- 
ly contrite spirit commute an earthly for an everlastin|; 
reprobation ! To restore a criminal to public society, is 
perhaps to tempt her to repeat her crime, or to deaden her 
repentance for having committed it, as well as to injure 
that society ; while to restore a strayed soul to God will 
add lustre to your Christian character, and brighten your 
eternal crown. 

In the mean time, there are other evils, ultimately per- 
haps tending to this, into which we are falling, through 
that sort of ^shionable candour which, as was hinted above, 
is among the mischievous characteristics of the present 
day ; of which period perhaps it is not the smallest evil^ 
that vices are made to look so like virtues, and are so assi- 
milated to them, that it requires watchfulness and judg- 
ment sufficiently to analyze and discriminate. There arer 
ceitaln women of good fashicm who practise irregularities 
not consistent with the strictness of virtue ; -while their 
good sense and knowledge of the world make them at 
the same time keenly alive to the value of reputatioa. 
They want to retain their indulgencies, without quite for- 
feiting their ci*edit ; but finding their fame fast declining, 
they artfully cling, by Battery and marked attentions, t^ x 
few persons of more than ordinary character ; and thus,' 
till they are drivei^to let go their hold, continue to prop** 
Toiling; fame< 
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On the other hand) there are not wanting women o£^m 
tinction) of very correct general conduct, and of no ordi- 
nary sense and virtue, who, confiding with a high mind on 
what they loo confidently call (he integrity of thdr own 
kearis : anxious to deserve a good fame on the one hand> 
by a life free from reproach, yet secretly too desirous on 
. the other of securing a worldlyand fashionable reputation ; 
while their general associates are persons of honour, and 
their general resort places of safety ; yet allow themselves 
to be occasionally present at.the midnight orgies of revel« 
jpy and gammg, in houses of no honourable estimation ; 
and thus help to keep up characters, which, without their 
sustaining hand, would sink to their just level of contempt 
and reprobation. While they are holding out this plank to 
a drowning reputation, rather, it is to be feared* shewing 
their own strength than assisting another's weakness, they 
value themselves, perhaps, on not partaking of the worst 
parts of the amusements which may be carrying on ; but 
they sanction them by their presence; they lend their coun* 
tenance to corruptions they should abhor, and their example 
to the young tmd inexperienced, who are looking about for 
some such sanction to justify them In that which they were 
before inclined to, but were too timid to have ventured up- 
on without the protection of such unsullied names. Thus 
these respectable characters, without looking to the ge- 
neral consequences of their indiscretion, are thoughtless- 
ly employed in breaking down, as it were, the broad fence 
which should ever separate two very diflferent sorts of so- 
ciety, and are becoming a kind of unnatural link between 
vice and virtue. 

There is a gross deception which even x>ersons of re» 
putation practise on themselves. They loudly condemn 
-rice and irregularity as an abstract principle ; nay, they 
stigmatize them in persons of an opposite parly, or in those 
from whom they themselves have no prospect of personal 
advantage or amusement, and in whom therefore they have 
no particular interest to tolerate evil. But the same dis- 
orders are viewed without abhon^ence when practised by 
those who in any way minister to tkeir pleasures. Refin-? 
ed entertainnients, luxurious decorations, select music^ 
whatever furnishes a^y delight^ rare and exquisite to the 
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senseS) these soften the severity of criticism ; these pal- 
liate sins, varnish over the flaws of a broken character, and 
extort not pardon merely but justification, countenance, 
intimacy ! The more respectable will not, perhaps, go 
all the length of vindicating the disreputable vice, but they 
affect to disbelieve its existence in the individual instance ; 
or, failing in this, they will bury its acknowledged turpi- 
tude in the seducing qualities of the agreeable delinquent. 
Talents of every kind are considered as a commutation 
for a few vices, and such are made a passport to introduce 
into honoumble society characters whom their profligacy 
ought to exclude from it. 

^ But the great object to which you who arc, or may be 
mothers, are more especially called, is the education of 
your children. If we are responsible for the use of in- 
fluence in the case of those over whom we have no im- 
mediate control, in the case of our children we are re- 
sponsible for the exercise of acknowledged/^ower ; a pow- 
er wide in its extent, indefinite in its effects, and inesti- 
mable in its importance. On you, depend in no small de- 
gree the principles of the whole rising generation. To 
your direction the dai%hters are almost exclusively com- 
mitted ; and until a certain age, to you also is consigned 
the mighty privilege of forming the hearts and minds of 
your infant sons. By the blessing of God on the princi- 
ples you shall, as far as it depends on you, infuse into both 
sons and daughters, they will hereafter " arise and call 
you blessed." And in the great day of general account, 
may every Christian mother be enabled through divine 
grace to say, with humble confidence, to her Maker and 
Redeemer, " Behold the children whom thou hast given 
me!" 

Christianity, driven out from the rest of the world, has 
still, blessed be God ! a *' strong hold'* in this country. 
And ihoughit be the special-duty of the appointed '» watch- 
man, now that he seeth the sword come upon the land, to 
blow the trumpet and warn the people, \Vhich if he neg- 
lect to do, their blood shall be required of the watchman's 
hand ;"* yet, in this sacred garrison, im/ire^ablc but bi/ 

* Ezekiel zuiii. 6. ^ 
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n^gleeti you too have an awful post, that of arming the 
minds of the rising generation '^ with the shield of faith, 
whereby they shall be able to quench the fiery darts of the 
wicked;'* that of girding them with " that sword of the 
apiiit which is the word of God." If you neglect this 
your bounden duty, you will have effectually contributed 
to expel Christianity from her last citadel. And, remenv- 
ber, that the dignity of the work to which you are called) 
is no less than that of preserving the ark of the Lord. 



CHAPTER It 

. Off the educaU^iofwofnen.'^The prevailing system tends to establish 
the errors wMcnii ought to correct, — Bangers arising from an ex- 
cessive ctUHvation of the arts* 

It is far from being the object of this slight work to of- 
fer a regular plan of female education, a task which has 
been often more properly assumed by far abler writers ; 
but it is intendedrather to suggest a few remarks on the 
reigning mode, which, though it has had many panegyrists, 
appears to be defective, not only in a few particulars, but 
as a general system. There are indeed numberless hon- 
ourable exceptions to an observation which will be thought 
severe ; yet the author questions if it be not the natural 
and direct tendency of the prevailing and popular system, 
to excite and promote those very defects, which it ought 
to be the main end and object of Christian education to 
remove ; whether, in^ead of directing this important en- 
gine to attack and destroy (Vanity, selfishness, and incon- ' 
sideraUon, that tripple alliance in league against female 
virtue l^the combined powers of instruction ave not sed- 
ulously confederated in confirming their strength and es- 
tablishing their empire ? 

If indeed the Twa/mai substance, if the body and limbs, 
with the organs and senses, be really the more valuable 
objects of attention, then there is little room for animad- 
version and improvement. But if the immaterial and im- 
morul mind ; if the heart, *' out of which are the issues 
qI life'* be tjhe main concern ; if the great business of 
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education* be to implant ideas, to commumcate knowl- 
edge, to form a correct state and a- sound judgment, 19- 
resist evil propensities, and, above all, to seize the fav- 
ourable season for infusing principles and confirming 
habits ; if education be a school to fit us for life, and life 
be a school to fit us for eternity ; if such, I repeat it, be 
the cliief work and grand ends of education, it may then 
be worth inquiring how far these ends are likely to be ef- 
fected by the prevailing system. 
J Is it not a fundamental error- to collider children as 
innocent beings, whose little weaknesses may perhaps 
want some correction, rather than as beings who bring 
into the world .a corrupt nature and evil dispositions, 
which it should be the great end of educ'aticm to rectify ? 
This appears to be such a foundation truth, that if I were 
asked what quality is most important in an instructor of 
youth, I should . not he&itate . to reply, ^uchu strong im» 
firession of the corruption of our nature^ as should insure 
a disposition to counteract it s together with such a deefi 
view and thorough knowledge of the human hearty as should 
be necessary for develofiing and controlling its most secret 
and comfilicated workings. And let u^ remember that to 
know the worlds as it is called, that is, to know its local 
manners, temporary usages, and evanescent fashions, is 
not to know human nature : and where this prime knowl- 
edge is wanting, those natural evils which ought to be 
counteracted wUl be fostered. 

Vanity, for instance, is reckoned among the light and 
venial errors of youth ; nay, so far from being treated as 
a dangerous enemy, it is often called in as an auxiliary. 
At worst, it is considered as harmless weakness, which 
subtracts little from the value of a character ; as a natural 
effervescence, which will subside of itself, when the first 
ferment of the youthful passions shall have done working. 
But those know little of the conformation of the human, 
and especially of the female heart, who fancy that vanity 
is ever exhausted, by the mere operation of time and 
events. Let those who maintain this opinion look into 
our places of public resort, and there behold if the ghost 
of departed beauty is not to its last flitting fond of havmt- 
ing the scenes of its past pleasures s the souli unwilling 
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^f I may borrot^ an albisfoiTfrom the Platonic mythology) 
to quit the spot in which the l;>ody enjoyed its former de- 
lights, still continues to hover about the same place, 
though the same pleasures are no longer to be found 
there. Disappointments indeed may divett vanity into a 
»ew direction ; prudence may prevent it from breaking 
out into excesses, and age may prove that it is " vexation 
of spirit ;'* but neither disappointment, prudence, nor 
ag^ can cure it ; for they do n(* correct the principle. 
Nay, the very disappointment itself serves as a painful 
evidence of its protracted existence. 

Since then there is a season when the youthful must 
cease to be young, and the beautiful to excite admiration ; 
to grow old gracefully is perhaps one of the j^s^rest and 
most valuable arts which can be taught to woman. It is 
for this sober season of life that education should lay up 
its rich resources. However disregarded they may hith- 
erto have been, they will be wanted now. When admi- 
rers fall away, and flatterers become mute, th^ mind will 
be driven to retire into itself, and if it find no entertain- 
ment at home, it will be driven back again upon the world 
with increased force. Yet forgetting this, do we not 
seem to educate our daughters, exclusively, for the 
transient period of youth, when it is to matiirer life we 
ought to advert ? Do we not educate them for a crowd, 
forgetting that they are to live at home ? for the world, 
and not for themselves I for show, and not for use ? for 
time, and not for eternity ? 

Vanity (and the same may be said of selfishness) is 
not to be resisted like any other vice, which is sometimes 
busy and sometimes quiet ; it is not to t>e attacked as a 
single fault, which is indulged in opposition to a single 
virtue ; but it is uniformly to be controlled, as an active, 
a restless, a growing prii^ciple, at constant war with all 
the Christian graces ; which not only mixes itself with 
all our faults, but insinuates itself into all our virtues too; 
and will, if not checked effectually, rob our best actions 
of their reward. Vanity, if I may use the analogy, is, 
with respect to the other vices, what feeling is in regard 
to the other senses ; it is not confined in its operation to 
the eye, or the ear, or any single organ, but diffused 
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through the whole being, alive in evety parti awakened 
and communicated by the slightest touch. 

Not a few of the evils of the present day arise from a 
new and perverted application of terms ; amongjthese, 
perhaps, there is not one nK>re abused, misunderstood, or 
misapplied, than the term accomfiliahmentf. This word 
in its original meaning, signifies comfiletenciB^ perfection. 
But I may safely appeal to the observation of mankind^ 
whether they do not meet with swarms of youthful fe- 
males, issuing from our boarding schools, as well as 
emerging from the more private scenes of domestic ed- 
ucation, who are introduced into the world, under the 
broad and universal title of accomfiliahed young ladies^ of 
all of whom it cannot very truly and cori'ectly be pro- 
nounced, that they illustrate the definition by a complete- 
ness which leaves nothing to be added, and a perfection 
which leaves nothing to be desired. 

This frenzy of accomplishments, unhappily, is no 
longer restricted within the usual limits of rank and for- 
tune ; the middle orders have caught the contagion, and 
it rages downward with increasing violence, from the el- 
egantly dressed but slenderly portioned curate's daugh- 
ter, to the equally fashionable daughter of the little trades- 
man, and of the more opulent but not more judicious far- 
mer. And is it not obvious, that as far as this epidemi- 
cal mania has spread, this very valuable part of society is 
declining in usefulness, as it rises in its unlucky preten- 
sions to elegance ? And this revolution of the manners of 
the middle class has so far altei*ed the character of the 
age, as to be in danger of iTndering absolete the hereto- 
fore common saying, " tb%it most worth and virtue are to. 
be found in the middle station." For I do not scruple to 
assert, that in general, as far as my little observation has 
extended, this class of females, in what relates both to 
religious knowledge and to practical industry, falls short 
both of the very high and the very low. Their new course 
of education, and the habits of life and elegance of dress 
connected with it, peculiarly unfits them for the active 
duties of their own very important condition ; while, with 
frivolous eagerness and secondhand opportunities, they 
run to snatch a few of those showy acquirements whi^h 
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fiecorate the great. This Is done apparently with one or 
other of these views ; either to make their fortune by 
marriage, or if that faiJ, to qualify them to become teach- 
ers of others: hence the abundant multiplication of su- 
perficial wives, and of incompetent and illiterate gover* 
Desses. The use. of the pencil, the performance of ex- 
quisite but unnecessary works, the study of foreign lan- 
guages and of music, I'equire (with some exceptions which 
should always be made in favour of great natural genius) 
, a degree of leisure which belongs exclusively to afflu- 
ence.* One use of learning languages is, not that we 
may know what the terras which express the articles of 
our dress and our table are called in French or Italian^ 
not that we may think over a few ordinai'y phrases in En- 
glish, and then translate them, without one foreign idi- 
om ; for he who cannot think in a language cannot be said 
to understand it: but the great use of acquiring any fo- 
reign language is, either that it enables us occasionally to 
converse with foreigners unacquainted with any other, or 
that it is a key to tlie literature of the country to which it 
belongs ; and those humbler females, the chief part of 
whose tinie is required for domestic offioes, are little 
likely to fell in the way of foreigners ; and so far from 
enjojring opportunities for the acquisition of foreign lite- 
rature, they have seldom time to possess themselves of 
ail that valuable knowledge which the books of their own 
country so abundamly furnish; and the acquisition of 
which would be so much more useful and honourable 
liian the paltry accessions they make, by hammering out 
the raean'mg of a few passages in a tongue they but im- 
perfectly understandy and of which they are likely to 
make no Use. 

It would be t^ll if the reflection bow eagerly this rcr 
dundancy of accomplishments is seized on by Uieir infe* 
riors, were to operate as in the case of other absurd &- 
shioDS which the great can seldom be brought to renounce 
from any other consideration ttoi that they are adopted 
by the vulgar. 

* Those among the class in question, whose own good senss leads 
them to avoid these mistaken pursuits^ cannot be offended (tt a reproof 
which docs not belong to them. 
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But to relurn to that more elevated, and, on aocoont of 
thek more extended influence only, that more important 
clasB of females, to whose use this little work is more im« 
xAedifttely dedicated. Some popular authors, on the sub- 
ject of female iastntctton, had for a time established a ^ii- 
tastic code of artificial manners. The^^ had refined ele- 
gance into insipidity, frittered down delicacy into frivolous- 
iiess,a»d reduced manner into nunauderie. But <^ to lisp^ 
and to amble, and to nickname God's creatures/' has no^ 
thing to do with true gentleness of mind ; and to be silly 
makes no necessary part of softness. Another class of 
cotemporary authors turned all the force of their talents 
le excite emotionsy to inspire tentiment^ and to reduce aH 
mental and moral excellence into sympathy and feeling*^ 
The»e softer qualities were elevated at tlie expense of 
principle ; and young women were incessantly hearing 
uuiqualified sensibility extolled as the perfection of their 
iKiture ; till those who really possessed this amiable qua- 
lity, mstead of directing, ^id chastising, and restraining^ 
it, were in danger of fostering it to their hurt, and began 
to consider tliemselvea as deriving their excellence from 
its excess ; while those less interesting damsels, who hap- 
pened not to find any of this amiable sensibility in their 
Amr/t, but thought it creditable to have it somewhere, 
fancied its seat was in the nerves ; and here indeed it was 
easily found or feigned ; till a false and excessive display 
of feeling became so predommant, as to bring in question 
theactual existence of that true tenderness, without which, 
though a woman maybe worthy,she can never be amiable. 

Fashion then, by one of lier sudden and rapid turns, in* 
«taataneously struck out real sensibility and the afiTectation 
of it from the standing list of female perfections ; and, by 
a quick touch of her magic wand, shifted the scene, and 
^ <me^ produced tl^ bold and independent beauty, the in- 
trepid female, the hoyden, the humress, and the archer ; 
the swinging arms, the confi<knt address, the regimental, 
and the four-in-hand. These self-complacent heroines 
made us ready ta regret their softerpredecessors, who had 
aimed only at pleasing the other sex, while these aspiring 
fairones struggled for the bolder renown of rivalling them; 
the project failed : for, whereas the former had sued for 
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lidmiradon} t4ie latter chftneii|;0d, seized, compelled it > 
but the men, as was natural, continued to prefet* the m&T^ 
modest claimant to the sturdy competitoc. 

It were ^ell if we, w1k> have the advantef^ of contemn 
plating the errors pf the two C3itren>es, were te look fot 
truth where she is comniofily to be fouaH, in tbe pUoa aoA 
obvioue middle path, equalljr remoce from eaeh exeta* ; 
and, while we bear in mind that helplessness is not deti« 
cacy, let us also remember that masculine tnanners do tiel 
necessarily include strength of character nor vigour of in- 
tellect. Should we not i-eflect also, that we are neither to 
train up Amazosia nor Circassians, but to form Christiana ? 
that we have to educiUe not only raiionable but account 
ble beings ? and, remembering this, should we not be so- 
licitous to let our daughters learn of the well^taught, anU 
associate with tbe well-bred ? In trainif^ thetn^ shouM ve 
not carefully cultivate intellect, implant religion, aikl ehe^ 
rish modesty ? then,^ whatever is delicate in maimerst 
would be the natural result of whatever is just ifi %mUr 
ment, and correct in principle : then, the 4ecorumSt the 
proprieties, tbe elegancies, and even the graces, as ffr as 
they ai^ simple* pure, and honest, would follow as an aU 
most inevitable consequence ; for to follow in the traH^ 
of the Christie virtues, and not to* take the lead oftheiHt 
13 the proper place which religion assigns to the graeea. 

Whether we have made the |)e8t use of the erforeof 
our predecessors, and of ofur owivnumberleas advamages, 
and whether the prevailing systcio be resdly coniistent 
with sound policy, or with Christian priiteiplet it may bo 
worth our while to inquire. 

Would not a atranger be led to imagine by a view of 
the reigniag mode of fenaale education, that human life ; 
consisted of one utiiversal holiday, und thki the grand con- [ 
test between the several competitors \va$, who sWild be 
Jnofit eminently qualified to excel, and carry off the prize, 
in the various shows and games which were intended to 
be exhibited in it ? Aud to the exhibitors themselve«9 
would he not be ready to apply Sir Francis Bacon's <^i>sar- 
vation on the Oljrropian victors, that tliey were so excelleat 
in these unnecessary things^ that their per£ectton muM 
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seeds have been acquired by tha neglect of whatever ^as 
f^cessary I 

What would the polished Addison^ who thought that 
<Mie great end of a hidy's learning to dance was, that she 
might know how to sit still gracefiilly ; what would even 
the Pagan historian* of the great^onian e^fifspirator, who 
could commemorate it among the defects of his hero's ac- 
amtftU^hed mistress, •* that she was too good a singer :\nd 
dancer for a virtuous woman ;*• what would these reftned 
. critics hate said, had they lived as we have ^one, to see 
the art of dancmg Hfted into such importioite, that it can- 
not with any degree of safety be confide^ to one instruc- 
tor, but a whole train>of auccesstve masters are considered 
as absolutely essential to its peiiection ^ What would 
these accurate judges of ft^male manners have said, to see 
ar modest young lady iirst delivered mto the hands of a 
military serjeant to instinict her in the feniinine art of 
marching ? and when this delicate acquisition is attained, 
to' see her transferred to a profesaor, who ia to teach her 
the Scotch steps ; which pit^lcssor, having comnMmicated 
his indispensable portion of diis indiapensabie art, makes 
way fer the professor of French dances ;" and all perhapSi 
in their turn, either yield to or have the honour to co-ope- 
i*ate with a finishing master ; each probably receiving a* 
stipend which would make the pious curate or the learned 
chapUdn rich and happy ? 

The BciMice of music, which used to be communicate^ 
ed in so competent a degree to a young lady by one able 
instructor) Is now distributed among a whole band. She 
now requires, not a master, but an orchestra. And my 
country readers would accuse me of exaggeration were 
1 4o hasard enumerating the variety of nmsical teachers 
who attend in the same family; the daughters of which 
are summoned, by at least as many instruments as the 
subjects of Nebuchadnezzar, to worsldp the idol which 
:feshion has set up. They woukl be incredulous were h 
to produce ireal instances, in which the delighted mother 
h^s been heard to declare, that the visits of masters of 
every art, and the diffei*ent masters (or various gradations 
of the same art, folluwed each other in such dose and 
• StlUist. 
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n^4 socceuioD 4imng the whol(» London residenc^i 
ttei h^ ^fai Itfid AQt A moiiiest'fl isitervja tp look into a 
book ; nor coiild sh^ contrive any method to introduce 
Qo«0> till. Abe hfifkfiily* d^rieed the »che£(ie of reiMding to 
them her&eif £br half an hour while tney were drawingy 
\3f vUcb DMttiis BO time was lo»t** 
. Before tbe fmJk ifi^iaat tedre*^, it will be prudem to re^ 
fleet th^ in all. polished eoimtrles an entire de^epte^aeie 
t» jdie fine ajpta km been one grand «e(ure# of tlie ci>rrup« 
tt^tfi of the woflnei) f and ao jvmly wese theae i^Qrnicioua 
QMuie^jiianAea apiyreolaied by the Greebi} aaoftng whom 
tfaeae Ibta were ferried ta tbe higheat possible perfection, 
that iheff seJkdosa allowcid tbe^ to^be cultivaied to a very 
eaqttiaiie degree \yf weeaeu <tf gt^eai piif ity of character. 
Ami if tbe.ainbitiono£ an elegant ii^ritiah lady should be 
fiaed by the idea that tbe afioon^plikhed femttles of tho9e 
poUahed^latea were the admired companM>as of the plii- 
loaophem* the poeta, the wiis, atid the artists of Athens ; 
and their bea^yAruUeots tbe i^v<ourite subjects of tlio 
muse, the lyi*e> thepeacil, and tbe chisel ; so that their 
pKtui^ea and atatuea furniabed the moat consussmate mo- 
delaof Cr^ecian art : if> I say v the accompliahed femalea 
of our days are^nt^g for siisiiar reoawcN let tbeir mod- 
eaty.ehAatiae their ambiUcmi by recoUecting that these 
jceiebrAted wom^i are not to be fou|id amoi^^ the c^ste 
wiT»a and. the. virtuous daughters of the AriatidesS the 
Agis% and the Phocions } but thai they are to be looker} for 
weifm^ the Phrynea, the Liais'> the Aspaciaa* and tl^ 
Giycerast 1 am perauWkd the Chuistian fen^ale, what- 
ever be hss talent% .wiM.reopunce tbe, desire of any cela&- 
bjdtF ^^D attached, to impurity &f phai^ictery. with the 

• Since the iirst edition of this 'Work appeared, the atrthor has fc- 
teittd from a person af {^reot eminenee ^o'follewkig statement, asoefo 
taipi^ Uie tkncevo^v^iti in- jihe acquis^tioo of muoie m oiie io^ime. 
As a g'eng^'f^l j^alouUtiQo it will peihaps be jfound to be far from exag- 
gerated. The statement conclmies with remarking, that the individual 
-who is ib^ subject of itis*now man-ted to a man wbo disHkea music. 

Suppose 3F:^or popit to ^nepn at sty yenv of agitr,,and to eontinoe at tbe 
sverageof four houraaday onl^ Suiuta^ excepted, and thirteen days 
aOowed for traveHin? annually, till she lis eighteen, the slate stands thus ; 
800 days multiplied by four, the Ttnmbcr ol'houi-s anjoimt to ^200 ; that 
immber multiplied by twelve, \vhich is the number Of years, amounts 
•0l4>400Loarsl - - . . 

^2 i ■ 
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same nobk ifidigoation with which the?inii»if bi » g>aflior 
of the above-ikLined heroes renouiic^d «Jl di^hooeit feiMy 
by exclaiming, '^ I had rather it sboald be m4 thef^ 
never was a Plutaich) ^han that they should m^ Plulareh 
was malignant, unjust, or envious.*'* 

And while this corrupti(»i, hrcmght on by an excessive 
cultivation of the arts, has contributed its fuU share taUie 
decline of states, it has always furnished an ii^liblo 
symptom of their impending fall. The satires of the 
most peneti*ating and judicious of the Rimian poets cor- 
roborating the testimonies of the most accurate of tb^ 
historians, abound with invectives against the de^r^vi^ 
of manners introduced by the corrupt halms of femate ed- 
ucation. The bitterness and gross indelicacy of some of 
these satirists (too gross to be either quoted or referred 
to) make little against their authority in these points ; 
for how sliocking must those corruptions have been, and 
how obviously offensive their caAises, which could have 
appeared ao highly disgusting to minds iiot lik^ely to be 
scandalized by slight deviations from decency I Tto-fii- 
mous ode of Horace, attributing the vices and disasters 
of his country to the same cause, might, were it quite 
free from the above objections, be produced, I will not 
presume to say as an exact ^c|^re of the existing man* 
Aers of this^ country ; but may I, not venture to say, as a 
prophecy, the folfilment of which cannot be very remoie? 
It may however be cibserved, that the modesty oi the H»« 
man matron, and the chaste demea?»or of her virgin daugh* 
ters, which amidst the stem virtues of the state were as 
immaculate and pure as the honoi^ of the Refamn ^ti^noy 
fell a sacrifice to the luxurious dissipation brought in 1^ 
.their Asiatic conquests ; after which t.he femalea wece 
aoQB u^bt a complete clmnge of ^hsoracter. They were- 
instructed to accommodate their talents of pleasing to 
the more vitiated tastes of the other sex ; and began to 
study every g^ace a]ad every art which might captivate 
the exhausted hearty, imd excite the wearied and capri- 
cious inclinations, of the men : till by a rapid and at length 

• No«en8ure is levelled At the exertio&i of real gcnkw^ which is sa 
*va1uiible as it is rare ; but at the absuifUty.of th^t ajaicm which is ereetn 
iikg (Ae wMr «f X inta tftifftt. i~ 
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urti » t>te t e eii€rvi^d<{^> the Roman character lost its sigrm* 
ture, and through a quick succession of slavery ^ efTemi- 
nacy, and vice> sunk into that degeneracy of which some 
of the modern Italian states serve to furnish a too just 
specimen. 

It is of the essence of human thii>gs that the same ob-» 
jects which are highly useful in their season, measure, and 
^gree, become mischievous in their excess, at other pe- 
riods, and under other circumstances. In a state of Uir- 
barism, the arts are among the best reformers ; and they 
go on to be improved themselves, and improving those 
who cultivate them, till, having reached a certain point, 
those very arts which were the instruments of civilization 
and Refinement, become instruments of corruption and de- 
cay ] enervating and depraving in the second instance as 
certainly as they refined in the first. They become agents 
of voluptuousness. They excite the imagination ; and 
tbe imagination thus excited, and no longer under the go- 
vernment of strict principle, becomes the most dangerous 
stimulant of the passions ; promotes a too keen relish for 
pleasure, teaching how to multiply its sources, and in- 
venting new and pernicious modes of artificial gratifica- 
tion. 

May we not rank among their present corrupt conse- 
quencesy the unehaste coatitme^ the impure style of dress, . 
and that indelicate statue-like exhibition of the female 
figure, which b)r its artfully disposed folds, its wet and 
adhesive drapery, so defines the form as to prevent cov- 
ering itself from becoming a veil ? This licentious mode, 
as the acute Montesqmeu observed on the dances of the 
Spartan virgins, has taught us <^ to strip chastity itself of 
modesty.'* 

May the author be allowed to address to our own conn-, 
try and o^r own circumstances, to both of which they seem 
peculiarly applicable, the spirit of that beautiful a{»0)Stro-^ 
phe of the most polished poet of antiquity to the most vic- 
torious nation i «* Let us leave to the inhabitants of eon- 
guered count riie^ the praise of carry ingto thenrery highest 
degree of p^erfection, sculpture and the sister ijtrts ; but! 
let /A/« country direct her own exertions to the art oC^o- 
verning naankind in equity and peac«, of sh^vJi^ aiercy 
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to the sttboiiMiTe, ami of abMng the :p?wsd aimfAg 1 
rouading naikmt*''* 



CHAPTSR HL 

J^xtemal improvement.'-^ChiltirenU J?a/i».— JFVpncA Ofivemesses* 

liET me not however be misunderstood. ^ The customs 
which fashion has established} when not in direct opposi« 
tion to what is right, shojuld unquestionably be pursued in 
the education of ladies. Piety maintains no natural war 
with elegance, and Christianity would be no gainew by 
making her disciples unamiable. Religion does not forbia^ 
that the exterior be made to a certain degree the object of, 
attention. But the admiration bestowed, the sums expend-^ 
cd, and the time lavished on arts which add little to the in- 
trinsic value of life, should have limitations. While thes^ 
arts should be admired, let them not be admired above 
their just value : while they arc practised, let it not be 
to the exclusion of liigher employments : while they are 
cultivated, let it be to amuse leisure,but not to engross life. 
But it iiappens unfortunately^ that to ordinary observ- 
ers, the girl who is really receiving the worst education oft-^ 
en makes the be^t figure. The outward accomplishments 
have the 4ang:erous advantage of addressing uiemselves 
more immediately to the senses, and of course meet eve* 
ry where with those who can in some measure appreciate, 
as well as admire them ; for all can see and hear, but ail 

• Let me not "be suspected of bringing; into any sort of comparison the 
l^entleness of British goremment with the rapacity of Roman conquests, 
f»^ t^ |)Hiiciplet «f Rcmuui domioion. To spoil, to Ikitcbet, laui to com- 
mit evepir Itimd of violeiice, they citU, si^a one of the ablest of their Ms-^ 
tonans, hy the lying name of govemmeiU^ and when they have spread 
a general desolation they call it peace. (1) 
Jjl) Tacit«&* Late of Agrieola, speech of Galgacoi to his Sdldiera. 

With tu^ ^QtQt9riQl, or, as we might now read 4lr*ftopial mffi^ 
tors, v/e can .l»ave no ijoiut of contact ; and if I have applied the servilfe 
lottery of a deliglilful poet to the pnrpose of EngGsh happiness, it was 
©nly to shew wherein true national grandeur consists, and that every 
ooaatEy pagrs toA dear a price for llrase arts and embeBidoAentft jofaom^ 
^ vhifMi ei49<|B«r the iioes of iu iaor«l8 «id DMUUieif. 
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cannot scrutinize and discriminate. External acquire* 
xnehts too recommend themselves the more because they 
are more rapidly as well as more visibly progressive. 
While the mind is led on to improvement by slow motions 
and imperceptible degrees ; while the heart must now Ke 
admonished by reproof, and now allured by kindness ; its 
liveliest advances being suddenly impeded by obstinacy, 
and its brightest prospects often obscured by passion ; it 
is slow iA its acquisitions of virtue, and reluctant in its ap- 
proaches to piety. The unruly and turbulent propensities 
of the mind are not so obedient to the forming hand as 
defects of manner or awkwardness of^ait. Often when 
we fancy thata troublesome passion is completely crushed, 
we have the mortification to find that we have " scotched 
the snake, not killed it.** One evil temper starts up, be- 
fore another is conquered. The subduing hand cannot 
cutoff the ever-sprouting heads so fast as the prolific Hy- 
dra can re-produce them, nor fell the stubborn Antaeus so 
oficn^ as he can recruit his strength^ and rise in vigorous 

• and repeated opposition. 

Hired teachers are also under a disadvantage resem* 
Wing tenants at rack-rent ; it is their interest to bring in 

■ an immediate revenue of praise and profit, and for the sake 
of the present rich crop, those who are not strictly con- 
scientious, do not care how much the ground is impover- 
ished for ^iture produce. But parents, who are the lords 
of the soil) must lobk to permanent value^ and to continu- 
ed fruilfulness. The best effects of a careful education 
are often very remote ; they are to be discovered in fu- 
ture scenes, are exhibited in as yet untried connexions. 
Every event of life will be putting the heart in fresh situa- 
tions, md making new demands on its prudence, its firm« 
ncss, its integrity, or its forbearance. Those whose busi- 
ness it is to form and model it, cannot foresee those con- 
tingent situations specifically and distinctly ; yet, as far 
as human wisdom will allow, they must enable it to pre- 
pare for them all by general principles, correct habits, 
^id an unremitted sense of dependence on the Great Dis-* 
poser of events. The young Christian militant must learn 
and practise all his evolutions ; though he does not know 
on what service his leader may command him, by what 
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particular foe he shall be most ass^Ied, nor what mode q{ 
attack the enemy may employ. 

But the contrary of all this is the case with external ac- 
quisitions. The m^ter, it is his interest, will industrious-* 
ly instruct hi* young pupil to set all her impi'Qvemet)ts 
in the most immediate and conspicuous point of view. 
To attract admiration b the great principle sedulously in- 
culcated into her young heart ; and is considered as the 
fundamental maxim ; andj perhaps, if we were required 
'^ to condense the reigning system of the brilliant education 
of a lady into an aphorism, it might be comprised in this 
short sentence, To allure and to »Mne, This system however 
is the fruitful germ, from which a thousand yet unborn vani- 
ties, with all their multiplied ramifications, will spring. A 
tender mother cannot but feel an honest triumph in com- 
pleting those talents in her daughter which will necessa- 
rily excite admiration ; but she will also shudder at thc^ 
vanity that admiration may excite, and at the new ideas it 
•will awaken ; and, startling as it may sound, the labours 
of a wise mother anxious for her daughter's best interests, 
will seem to be at variance with those of all her teachers. 
She will indeed rejoice at her progress, but she will re- 
joice with trembling; for she is fully aware that if aJ4 
possible accomplishments could be bought at tlie price 
of a single virtue, of a single principle, the purchase would 
be in6nitely dear, and slie would rf;:'*^ the dazzlbg but 
destructive acquisition. She knc : Aie^i the superstruc- 
ture of the accomplishments can be njone safely erected - 
on the broad cuid solid basis of Christian humility : nsy 
more, that as the materials of which that superstructure is 
to be composed, are in themselves of so unstable and tot- 
tering a nature, the foundation must be deepened and ea- 
larged with more abundant care, otlierwise the fabric will 
\^ overloaded with its own ornaments, and what was in- 
tended only to embellish the building, will prove the oc- 
casion of its fail. 

** To every thing there is a season, and a time for eve- 
ry purpose under heaven," said the wise man ; but bf 
sjiid it before the invention of baby-bjOJs. This moVlem 
device is a sort of triple conspiracy against the innocence, 
the heidthf and the bappineas of children : thus by faqtifi 
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tious amu^mcnts, to rab them of a relish for the simple 
joys, the titibought delights, which naturally bejong to 
their bloomtitg season, is like blottiog out spring from 
the year. To sacrifice the true and proper enjoyments of 
uprightly and happy children, is to make them pay a dear 
and dispropoftioned price foe their artificial pleasures. 
They step at once from the nursery to the baJI-room; 
«nd, by a preposterous change of habits, are thinking of 
di*essi|tg themselves, at an age vhen they used to be 
dressing their dolls. Instead of bounding with unre- 
strained fi^cedom of little wood-nymphs, over hill and dale, 
their cheeks fitished with health, and their hearts overf- 
lowing with happiness, these ^y little creatures are 
shut up all the tnorning, demurely practising the fia%€ 
gruvfy and transacting the serious business ot acquiring 
a new step for the evening, with more cost of time and 
pains than it woald have taken them to acquire twenty 
new ideas. 

Thus they lose the amusements which naturally be* 
long to their smilkig period, and unnaturally anticips^^ 
these pleasures (such as they are) which would come in, 
too much of course^ on their introduction imo fashions^ 
ble life. The true pleasures of childhood are cheap and 
DSftural ; for every object teems with delight to eyes and 
hearts new to the enjoyment of life ; nay, the hearts of 
healthy Ichildren ab^n(i with a general disposition to mirth 
Bud joyfuhiess, eviv ...J^ihonta specific object to excite 
it ; like bur first parent, in the woiid's first spring, when 
jiU was new, and fresh, and gay about him, 

they Uveandmove^ 
And fed that tbey are happier than they ktioir. 

Only furnish them with a few simple and harmless ma- 
terials^ and a little, but ntot too much, leisure, and they 
will manufacture their own pleasures with more skill, 
and success, and satis&ction, than they will receive from 
all that your money can purchase. Iheir bodily recrea- 
j^ons should be such as will pronH>te their health, quicken 
^heir activity, enliven their spirits, whet their ingenuity, 
and qualify them for their mental work. But if you be^- 
gin thus early to create wantsi to invent gratificauons, to 
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tn^Ulply de^ireB, to awaken dormant stosUiilitieS} to stir 
up hidden fires, you are studiously laying up for your 
children a store of premature caprice, s^ irritabUity» 
and discontent. 

While childhood preserves its natire aimplicity, every 
little change is interesting, eveiy gratifigatioti is a luxur 
ry ; a ride or a walk will be a delightful amusement to a 
child in her natural state ; but it will be dull and tasteless 
to a sophisticated little creature, nursed in these forced* 
and costly, and rapid pleasures. Alas I that we should 
throw away this first grand opportunity of working into 
a pi*actical habit the moral of this important truth, that 
the chief source of human discontent is to be looked for, 
not in our real but in our factitious wants ; not in the 
demands of nature, but in the artificial cravings of de- 
sire ! ^ 

When one sees the growing zeal to crowd the mid- 
night ball with these pretty^ fairies, one would be almost 
tempted to fancy it was a kind of pious emulation among 
the mothers to cure their infants of a fondness for 
I'ain and foolish pleasures, by tiring them out by this pre- 
mature familiarity with them ; and that they were acuia- 
ted by something of the same principle which led the 
Spartans to introduce their sons to scenes of riot, that 
they might conceive an early disgust at vice ! or possibly, 
that they imitated those Scythian mothers wlvo used to . 
plunge their new born infants into the fioodj thinKing 
none to be worth saving who could not stand this eaih? 
struggle for their lives: the » greater part indeed, as U 
might have been expected, perished ; but the parents 
took comfort, that if many were lost, the few who escap- 
ed would be the stronger for having been thus exposed. 

To behdd lilliputian coquettes, projecting dresses, 
studying colours, assorting ribbands and feathers, their 
little hearts beating with hopes about partners and fears 
about rivals ; and to see their fresh cheeks pale after the 
midnight supper, their aching heads and unbraced nerves, 
disqualifying the little languid beings for the next dayljL 
task ; and to hear the grave apology, " that it is owing ^r 
the wine, the crowd, the heated room of the last night's 
ball \" all this, I say, would really be as ludiprous, if ilie 
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misdiief of the thing did not take ofiTfrom the merriment 
of it, as any of the ridiculous and preposterous dispro- 

. portions in the diverting travels of Captain Lemuel 
Gulliver. 

Under a just impression of the evils which we are sus- 
taining from the principles and the practices of modern 
France, we are apt to lose sight of those deep and lasting 
mischiefs which so long, so regularly, and so systemati-^ 
calty, we have been importing from the same country, 
though in another form and under another government. 
In one respect, indeed, the first were the most formida- 
ble, because we embraced the ruin without suspecting it ; 
while we defeat the malignity of the latter, by detecting 
the turpitude, and defending ourselves against it. This 
is not the place to descant on that levity of mannerSf that 
contempt of the sabbath, that fatal familiarity with loose 
principles, and those relaxed notions of conjugal fidelity, 
which have often been ti*ansplanted into this country by 
women of fashion, as a too common effect gf a long resi- 
dence in that : but it is peculiarly suitable to my subject 
to advert to another domestic mischief derived from the 

- same foreign extraction : I mean, the risks that have been 
run, and the sacrifices which have been made, in oi^der 
to furnish our young ladies with the means of acquiring 
the French language in the greatest possible purity. Per- 
fection in this accomplishment has been so long estab- 
lished as the supreme object ; so long considered as the 
predominant excellence to which all otiier excellencies 
must bow down, that it would be hopeless to attack a law 
which fashion has immutably decreed, and which has re- 
ceived the stamp of long prescriptioa. We must there- 
fore be contented with expressing a wish, that this indis- 
pensable perfection could have been atudned at the ex- 
pense of sacrifices less important. It is with the greater 
vegret I animadvert on this and some other prevail- 
ing practices, as they arc errors into which the wise and 
respectable have, through want of consideration, or ra* 

^^er through want of firmness to resist the tyranny of 

^Rishion, sometimes fallen. It has not been unusual when 
mothers of rank and reputation have been asked how 
they ventured to intrust their daughters to foreigners, of 
E 
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whose principles they knew nothing, except that they 
were Roman Catholics, to answer, " That they had taken 
care to be secure on that subject; for that it had been 
stipulated that the question of religion should' never be 
agitated between the teacher and fiupil'* This, it must 
be confessed, is a most desperate remedy ; it is like starv- 
ing to death, to avoid being poisoned. And one cannbt 
help trembling for the event of that education, from which 
religion, as far as the governess is concerned, is thus for- 
mally and systematically excluded. Surely it would not 
be exacting too much to suggest at least that an attention 
no less scrupulous should be exerted to insure the cha- 
racter of our children's instructor for piety and know- 
ledge, than is thought necessary to ascertain that she has 
nothing /f«^o/« in her dialect. 

I would rate a correct pronunciation atid an elegant 
phraseology at their just price, and 1 would not rate 
them low ; but I w ould not offer up principle as a vicllhi 
to sounds- and accents. And the matter is now made 
more easy ; for whatever disgrace it might once haVe 
brought on an English lady to have had it suspected from 
her accent that she had the misfortune not to be born in 
a neighbouring country ; some recent events may serve 
to reconcile her to the suspicion of having been bred In 
her own: a country to which, (with all its sins, which 
are many !) the whole world is looking up with envy and 
iadmiration, as the scat of true glory and of comparative 
' happiness ; a country in which the exile, driven out by 
the crimes of his own, finds a home ! a country, to dbtsun 
^ the protection of which it was claim enough to be unfor- 
tunate ; and no impediment to have been the subject of 
his direst foe ! a country, which in this respect humbly 
imitating the Father of compassion, when it offered mer- 
cy to a suppliant enemy, never conditioned for merit, nor 
insisted on the virtues of the miserable as a preliminary 
to its own bounty ! 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Comparimn of the Mode of ]^ntaU JEducation in4he last age with the 
preteut, 

JL O return, however, to the subject of general educa- 
tion* A j^ung lady may excel in speaking French and 
Italian, may repeat a few passages from a volume of ex- 
tracts ; play like a professor, and sing like a syren ; have 
her dressing room decorated Avith her own drawings, ta- 
bles, stands, screens, and cal)inets ; nay, she may dance. 
like Sempronia* herself and yet may have been very 
badly educated. I am far from meaning to set no value 
whatever on any or all of these qualifications; they are all- 
of them elegant, stnd many of them properly tend to the. 
perfecting of a polite education. These things in. 
their measure and degree, may be done, but there are 
ethers which should not be left undone. Many things 
are becoming, but " one thing is needful." Besides,^ as 
the world seems to be fully apprized of the value of what- 
ever tends to embellish life, there is less occasion heref 
te insist oh its importance. 

But, though a well-bred young lady may lawfully learn 
most of the fashionable arts, yet it does not seem to l)e 
the true end pf education, to make women of &shion 
dancers^ singers^ fUayers^ fiaintera^ actreaaes^ aculfitora^ 
gtlderay •varniaftera^ engraveray and embroiderera. Most 
men are commonly destined to some profession, and their 
minds are consequently turned each to its respective ob- 
ject. Would it not be strapge if ihey were called out to 
exercise their profession, or to set up their trade, with 
only a little general knowledge of the trades of all other 
men, and without any previous definite application to their 
own peculiar calling ? The profession of ladies, to which 
the bent of their instruction should be turned, is that of ; 
daughters, wives, mothers, and mistresses of families^ 
They should be therefore trained with a view to these 
several conditions, and be furnished with a stock of ideas, 
and principles, and qualifications, and habits, ready to be .' 
^ppplied and appropriated, as occasion may demand, to ', 
^ach of these respective situations : for though the arts \ 

*.Sec Cataline's Cqaspirae^. 



d by Google 



46 EDUCATION OF TBE LAJST AGS 

^ urbkh merely embellish life must claim admiration ; yet 
( when a man of sense comes to marry, it is a companion 
whom he wants, and not an artist. It is not merely, a 
^> creature who can paint, and play, and dress, and dance { 
it is a being who can comfort and counsel him ; one who 
\ can reason and reflect, and feel, and judge, and act, and 
\ discourse, and discriminate ; one who can assist hiin in 
I Ms affairs, lighten his cares, sooth his sorrows, purify his 
L i^y^i strengthen his principles, and educate his children. 
Almost any ornamental talent b a good thing, when it 
is not the best thing a woman has ; and talents are admi- 
rable when not made to stand proxy for virtues. The wri- 
ter of these pages is intimately acquainted with several 
ladies who, excelling most of their sex in the art of musicy 
but excelling them also in prudence and piety, find little 
leisure or temptation, amidst the delights and duties of a 
large and lovely family, for the exercise of this talent, and 
iHJgret that so much of their own youth was wasted in ac- 
quiring an art which can be turned to so little account in 
married life ; and are now conscientiously restricting^ 
their daughters in the portion of time allotted to its acqui- 
sition. 

Far be it from me to discourage the cultivation of any 
existing talent ; but may it not be suggested to the fond, 
believing mother^ that talents, like the spirit of Owen 
Qlendower, though conjured by parental partiality with 
ever so loud a voice, 

Yet will not come when you do call for them ? 

That injudicious practice, therefore, cannot be too much, 
discouraged, of endeavouring to create talents which do 
not exii^ in nature. 7'hat their daughters ahall learn every 
thingy is so general a maternal maxim, that even unborn 
daughters^ of whose expected abilities and conjectured 
fjiculties, it is presumed,^no very accurate judgment can. 
previously be formed, are yet predestined to this univer- 
sality of accomplisbraents. This comprehensive maxim, 
thus almost universally brought into practice, at on<;e wea-^ 
ijens the gei^eral powers of tlie naind, by drawing off its^f** 
strength into too great a variety of directions j and cuts up 
/ time into too many portions, by splitting it into such an , 
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cmltess ipultipUcUy of employments. I know that lam^ 
jbpeading on teEkdei;. grouod ; but 1 cannot help thinking 
tiitat th« i;esUes^ pws we take to cram, up every little va- 
qiuj^ of life, by crowding one new^ thing upon anot^eT, ra- 
ther creates a thii'^t fpr novelty thaa knowledge ; and \%. 
but a well*diiguised QonU^ivance tp keep us in after-life 
mpre effectually fi^oaa conv^r^ing with ourselves. The 
<^e taken to prevent ennui is but a creditable plan for 
pcomotlng self-ignorance. We ri^ from one occupation 
to s^plher (1 spu^al^ of those arts to >nrhich little intellect ia 
applied) irUh a view to lighten the pressure of time i 
9bQve all) we fly to them to s^ye us from our own thoughts ; 
\i?l3^ceas w<$re we throv^n a little more on our own hands, 
we might at last be driven, by way of something to do, to 
try to get acq^uainted with our own hearts ; and though. 
our being les# absorbed by this busy trifling, which digni* 
^es its inanity with the imposing name of occupation^ 
might render us somewhat more sensible of the tedium 
of Hfe ; might not this very sensation tend |o quicken our 
pursuit of a better ? For an awful thought here suggests 
ixself. Iflife be so long that we are driven to set at work^ 
every engine to pass away the tedioiisness of time ; how 
shall we do to get rid of the tediousness of eternity ? ant 
eternity in which not ope of the acquisitions which life 
lias been, exhausted in acquiring, will he of the lea^t use ^ 
Let not then thl^ soul be starved by feeding it on these 
empty Jbusfcs, for \\ can be no more nourished by theij^ 
than the body can lie fed with ideas and priaciples,. 

Among the bo^s^ted improvenaents of the present age, . 
^ne affoi^Js mor^ frequent matter of peculiar exultation^ ' 
than the manifest superiority m the employments of the 
young ladies of our time oyer those of the good house* 
wives, of the last century. They glory that they are at 
preseixt employed ui learning the polite arts, or in acquire 
ing liberal accomplishmenis ; while ^he others wore out; 
^eir joyless days in adorning the mansion-house witU 
hangings jol hideous tapestry and dis&guriwg tcntstitclu 
l^ost cheerfully do I allow to the reigning modes their 
.sted superiority ; for ceitainly there is no piety in bad 
ste. Still, grahting all the deformity of the explodecl 
ernameuts, one advautaj^e attended them : the walls ami 
£3 
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floors were not vain of their decorations ; and it is to "be* 
feared that the little person sometimes is. The flattery- 
bestowed on the obsolete emplo^^ments, for probably ev€» 
Mey had their flatterers, furnished less aliment and less, 
gratification to vanity, and was less likely to impair the 
delicacy of modesty, than the exquisite cuitivatKHi of /t€r- 
wnal accomplishments or personal decorations j and every> 
mode which keeps down vanity and keepsT back sel/^ has 
stt least a moral use. And while one admires the elegant 
fingers of a young lady, busied in working or patnting^ 
her ball dress, one cannot help suspecting that her alacn*'' 
ty may be a little stimulated by the animating idea how 
irery well she shalUook in it. Nor was th« mdustrious 
matron of Ithaca more soothed at her solitary foom with" 
the sweet reflection that by her labour she was gratifying 
her filial and conjugal feelings,* than the pleasure-'loving 
damsel, by the anticipated admiration whieh her ingenuity 
is procuring for her beauty. 

- Might niA 4his propensity be a little checked^ and an • 
mteresting feeling combined with her industry, were the 
fair artist habituated to exercise her skill in adorning 
some one else rather than herself ? For it will add no 
lightness to the lightest head, nor vanity to the vainer 
heart, to take pleasure in reflecting how exceedingly the 
gown she is working will become her mother. This 
suggestion, trifling as it may seem, of haMtuating young 
ladies to exercise their taste and devote their leisure, not 
10 the decoration of their own persons, but to the service 
of those to whom they are bound by every tender tie, 
^ould not only help to repress vanity, but by thus asso- 
ciating the idea of industry with that of flliai afltJction, 
would promote, while it gratified, some of the best afiPec^ 
tions of the heart. The Romans (and it is mortifying on 
the subject of Chiistian education-to be driven so often to 
refer to the supedority of Pagans) were so well aware of 
the importance of keeping up a sense of &mily fondness 
and attachment by the very same means which promoted 
simple and domestic employment, that no citizen of note 

"*• 
• This web A robe for poor Ulysses* sire. Odxssii* * 
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ev0f appeared in p«tbUo in^any garb but what was 9|i2n by- 
his wife and daughter ; and this virtuous fashtoo was not 
Confined to the daya of republioan severky^but <ven in all 
the pomp and luxuiy of imperial power, Augustua pfe* 
served in his own family this simplicity of manners. 

Let me be allowed to repeat^ that 1 mean not with pre- 
pesteroufi pmso to descant on the ignorance or the pre- 
jwlices of past times, nor absurdly to regret that vulgar 
system of education which rounded the liitle circle of fe-* 
xnate acq^uiremento within the limits of the sampler and 
^e receipt book. Yet if a preference almost exclusive 
-Was then given to what was merely useful, a preference 
aimost exclusive also is now assigned to what is merely 
ornamental. And it must be owned, that^if the life of a n 
y^Ming lady, formerly, too much resembled the life of a 
confectioner, it now too much resembles that of an actress ; ^ 
the morning is all rehearsaU and the evening is all per- "* 
formance : and those who are trsuned in this regular rou* 
' tme, who are insu^ucted in order to be exhibited, soon 
learn to feel a sort of impatience in those societies in which 
their kind of talents ai e not likely to be brought into play-c 
the task of an auditor be^aomes dull to her who has been 
used to be a performer. Esteem and kindness i>ecome 
but cold substitutes to her who has been fed with plaudits 
and acclantations. And the excessive commendation 
which the visiifer is expected to pay for his entertain- 
ment not only keeps alive the fiame of vanity in the artist 
by constant fuel, but is not seldom exacted at a price which 
a veracity at all strict would grudge ; but when a whole 
circle are obliged to be competitors who shall flatter most, 
it is not easy to be at once very sincere and very civil. And 
unluckily, while the age is become so knowing and so 
^stidious, that if a young lady does not play like a public 
perfowner, no one thinks her worth attending to ; yet if 
she does so excel, some of the soberest of the admiring , 
circle feel a strong alloy to their pleasure, on reflecting 
at what a vast expense of time this perfection must pro* 
bablyhave been acquired.* 

) • That accurate judge of the hum aB heart. Madam de MaintenoD, 

was so well aware of the danger resulting from some kinds of excellenco^ 

. that after the young ladies ofUie Court of Louis Quatorze hpud Uistiar 
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May I venture^ withotit b^iajg; acctt$e().of j^^danUrj;, t/a, 
<»aclucle tWs cfe^fiter vfkk sMwitljer refeijeiice to Fagfiii^ 
€«aaiplea ? The H^brewsy £^)q;)li4ns| ai»4 Greekst> be-^ 
lievad th»t th^jr could mpre f fl^ctuaUy^ Uiaph ^hciiv youUi, 
maxims o£ vinue, by caUii^ ii]i. t|>e a)4: o^ vmm aiid P^>^^ 
ti?y ;/the»e i»axi«w» therefore^ tfeey; put into verses, apd 
these again wer^^sot to tUe nM»st po{>ulfL^ and ^inaple t,i)^fiS)r 
tffbkh thie childr^sang ; thu$ \ras til^Ji^ loyeof goodi^kes^ 
•netted by the very instruments of their p)east^re ; and^ 
tfie senses, the taste, awl the imagiiwtioflt as it were,i 
pressed into the seirniQ^of religion a^id oMMra}^ Ds^ve, i 
appeal to Christian parents, if tbes<$ artA ^re commonly 
wsed by thjem as. ^Uebftidiary to religion and to, 2^ system or 
momis muich more worthy of every ing«^;^us ^ and as-. 
«ocktion, whjlcb nought tend to recommend them to th^ 
jout&ful mind ? Uare I appeal to Chriatian parents, whe« 
ther music,, which ^lls up no tr^ng portion of their: 
(ktughtep's tim^ does not fill it without ^y moral end, op 
«ven specific object ? Nay>wbethei^.9om^ of tlie favourite. 
«mga of poliahed societies aire not amatory, are not Ana<^ 
cpeontic, more than quite Secome the modest lips of io^. 
nocent youth an4 delicate beauty i 



^i the religious employment ofttmci — On then^nner in wMch hoUcbtfSi 
are passed.-^ Se^smiess ami inconddfiration.'^Dan^ers. arising* 
Jipom the Vforid^ 

X HERE are maiay w^ll-disposecl parents whov while, 
they attend to these ^shionable acquirements, do not neg-^ 
lect to infuse religious knowledge into the minds of their 
4au^hters ; and having done this are but too apt to con-^ 
elude thai they have fully acquitted themselves of the im-- 
portant duties of education. For having, as they think > 
tufi&ciently grounded them in religion, they do not scru^ 

fpushed tKemsel,ve» by t>e performance of ^mblc dramatic pieces of Ra- ^ 
^e, when her trends tol^ her how admirably they Iwtd playe'd theic-t 
parts ; «* Yes," answered tju8 wis« "VOmmtj, ^ W «dm)«Ji»ly that they 
ilM neater play •gaUi^'* 
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pie to allow their daughters to spend almost the whole of 
their time exactly like the daughters of worldly people. 
Now, though it be one great point gained, to have imbued 
their young minds with the best knowledge, the work isr 
not therefore accomplished. ^ What do ye more than 
ethers ?" is a question which, in a more extended sense, 
religious parents must be prepared to answer. 

Such parents should go on to teach children the reli- 
* gious use of time, the duty of ccmsecrating to God every 
talent, every faculty, every possession, and of devoting 
tiieir whole lives to his glory. 

TAey should be more peculiarly on their guard agsdnst 
a spiHt of idleness, and a slovenly habitual wasting o& 
time, because this^ practice, by not assuming a palpable 
shape of guilt, carries little alarm to the conscience. 
Even religious characters are in danger on this side ; for 
not allowing themselves to follow the world in its excesses 
and divei^ions, they have consequently more time upoa 
their hands ; and instead of dedicating the time so rescued 
toks true purposes, they sometimes make as it were com- 
pensation to themselves for their abstinence from dange- 
rous places of public resort, by an habitual frivolousness 
at home ; by a superabundance of unprofitable small-talk, 
idle reading, and*a quiet and dull frittering away of time. 
Their day perhaps has been more free from actual evil ; 
but it will often be found to have been as unproductive as 
Aat of more worldly characters ; and they will be found' 
to have traded to as little purpose with their master's^ta- 
lents. But a Christian must take care to keep his con- 
science peculiarly alive to the unapparent, though formi- 
dable, perils of unprofitableness. 

To these, and to all, the author would earnestly recom- 
mend to accustom their children to pass at once from se- , 
rious business to active and animated recreation ; they 
should carefully preserve them from those long and tor- 
pid intervals between both, that languid indolence and 
spiritless trifling, which wears out such large portions 
of life in both young and old. It has indeed passed inta 
an aphorism, that activity is necessary to virtue, even 
among those who are not apprized that it is also indis- 
pensable toJiappiness. * So far sa*e many parents from be- 
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ingsihalble of this trutUv that vacation? from ^ooTaKe, 
not merely allowed, but appointed to pirn* away in weari- 
8omA:saunteriDg and indeterpain<^te idi^esa ; and this by. 
way of converting the holidays •fat^pieasure ! Nay,, tho . 
idleness is specifically made over tti the child's mind» as , 
the strongest expression of the fondness of the parent I 
A <841ike to leanilng. i« thus systematically excited by 
pireposterously erecting indolence into a reward for appli- 
oation ! And the promise of doing nothing is held out as. 
the best recompense for having done well ! 

These and such like errors of conduct arise from the 
latent but v^y operative principle of selfishness* This 
prinapie is obviously promoMd by many habits and prac- 
tices seemmgly of little impii^bice ; and indeed selfish* 
nes&is SO: commonly interwoven with vanity and incon*. 
> side ration, thikt I have not always thought it necessary 
t0 mark the distinction.. «They are ajternatety, cause and 
etffect ; and are produced and re-produce<l by reciprocal 
<^r<ition. TThey are a coafedei^acy who are mutually 
promoiijig each other's str^gttr^aad interest. in-}udg-» 
iog tenderness is in fact only a concealed self-love, which, 
cannot bear to be witness to the uneasiness, which ^ presr*. 
eut disappointment, or difEculty^ or vexation, would, 
Cause tQ a darling child? yet doeSr no^ scruple bf ina«. 
^oper gratification to store up^ for it? fixture nuseries^ 
which the child will infallibly suffer, thoi>gh, it may be 
at a distant period which the mother will, be saved the 
pain of beholding. 

Another principle somethingdiffer'^ntfrom this, though 
it: may properly fall under the head >f selfislmess* seema 
to actuate some parents in tl^eir conduct' towards their, 
children: I meauta.cevtain slothfulness of mind, a^love 
of eas^, w»hich imposes a vqlantary blindness, and makea 
them not choQse to see what will give them tronble tOr 
combat. Fr^jm such, persons we frequently he^r such, 
fjxpreasionsa^. these: " Children will be children :**— 
<' My children I suppose are much like those of other 
people," &c* Thus we. may obser'^e: thU dangerpus and 
delusive principlQ frequently, turning; off; ^vith a smile 
{rom the first indications of thn^e temjpersy which from, 
theii- fa^l, tendency ought tQ he very, s^ioii^ly. tahenup. 
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1 would be understood now as speaking to conscientious 
parents, who gonsider k as a duty to correct the faults of 
their children, but who, from this indolence ot mind, asre 
extremely backward in discovering^ such faults, and not 
very well pleased when they are pointed out by others* 
Such parents will do well to take notice, that whatever 
they consider it as a duty to correct^ must be equally a du- 
ty to endeavour to ^nd out. And this love of ease is the 
more to be guarded against, as it not only leads parents 
into erroneous conduct towards their children, but is pe- 
culiarly dangerous to themselves. It is a fatik It frequent- 
ly cherished from ignorance of its real character ; for^ 
not bearing on it the strong features of defoinnity which 
mark many ether vices, but on the conti^ry bearing some 
resemblance to virtue, it is frequently mistaken for the 
Chrlstian^raees of patience, meekikess, and forbeai*ance, 
than which nothing can be mbre opposite ; these proceed- 
ing from the Christian principle of self-denial, the other 
from self-indulgence. 

In this connexion may I be permitted to remark on the 
practice at the tables of mkny families, when the children 
are at home for the holidays ; evei^ delicacy is forced up- 
<»ithem, with the tempting remark, «< that they cannot 
have this or that dainty at school ;" and they are indiilg* 
ed in irregular hours for the same motive, ** because they 
cannot have that indulgence at school.'* Thus the natu- 
ral seeds of idleness, sensuality, and sloth, are at once 
cherished, by converting? the periodical visit at home into 
a season of intemperani^e, late hours, and exemption from 
study ; so that children are habituated, at an age when 
lasting associations are formed in the mind, to connect 
the idea of study with that of hardship, of happiness with 
gluttony, and of pleasure with lohering, feasting, or sleep- " 
rag. Would it not be better to make them combine the 
.delightful idea of home, with the gratification of the so- 
cial affections, the fondness of maternal love, the kindness 
and warmth and confidence of the sweet domestic attach- 
ments, 

And all tlie charities 
Of fatl^er, soo,^ ami brother ? 
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I will venture to say, that those listless and vacant dajrS) 
when the thoughts have no precise object ; when the im- 
agination has nothing to shape : when industry has no 
definite pursuit ; when the {nind and the body have no 
•xercise^ and the ingenuity no acquisition either to anti« 
cipate or to enjoy, are the longest, the dullest, and the 
least happy, which children of spirit and genius ever 
pass. Yes I it is a few short but keen and lively intervals 
of animated pleasure, snatched from between the sue* 
cessive labours and duties of a busy day, looked forward 
to with hope, enjoyed with taste, and recollected without 
remorse, which, both to men and to children, yield the 
truest portions of enjoyment. O snatch your offspring 
from adding to the number of those objects of supreme 
commiseration, who seek their happiness in doing no- 
thing I Life is but a short day ; but it is a working day. 
Activity may lead to evil ; but inactivity cannot be led 
to good. 

Young ladies should also be accustomed to set apart a 
fixed portion of their time, as sacred to the poor,* wheth- 
er in relieving, instructing, or working for them ; and 
the performance of this duty must not be left to the event 
of contingent circumstances, or the operation of acciden- 
tal impressions ; but it must be established into a princi- 
ple^ and wrought into a habit. A specific portion of 
time must be allotted to it, on which no common engage- 
ment must be allowed to entrench. This will help to fur- 
nish a. powerful remedy for that selfishness, whose strong 
holds, the truth cannot be too often repeated, it is the 
grand business of Christian education perpetually to at- 
tack. If we were but aware how much better it makes 
ourselves to wish to see others better, and to assist in 

* It -woald be a nobk empkiyinent and veil becoming the tenderness 
of their sex, if ladies were to consider the saperintendance of the poor 
as their immediate office. They are peculiarly fitted for it; for from 
their own habits of life they are more intimately aequainted withdontes- 
tic wanU than the other sex ; and in certain instances of sickness 
nnd suSering peculiar to themseWes, they should be expected to have 
more sympathy ; and they have obviously more leisure There \i a 
certain religious society, distinguished by tlie simplicity of their dresSy 
manners, and language, whose poor are perhaps better taken care of 
than any other ; and one reason may be, that they are immediately 
Under the inspection of the women. 
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inakingthen) so, we should iiinl that th« ^bod don« would 
be of as muck importance by the habit it ifoukl induce 
in our own minds, as by its beneficial effects on others.* 

In what relates to pecuniary bounty, it will be requiring 
of children a very small sacrifice, if you teach them mere- 
ly to give that money to the poor which properly belongs 
to the parent ; this sort of charity commonly subtracts 
little from their own pleasures, especially when what they 
liave bestowed is immediately made up to them, as a re- 
ward for their little fit of generosity. They will, on this 
plan, sooft learn to give not only for praise but for profit* 
The sacrifice of an orange to a little girl, of* a feather to a 
great one, given at the expense of their own gratificationt 
would be a better lesson of charity on its right gr<Jund, 
than a considerable sum of money to be presently replaced 
by the parent. And it would be habituating them early 
to combine two ideas which ought never to be separated^ 
charity and self-denial. 

As an antidote to selfishness, as well as pride and indo- 
lence, they should also very early be taught to perform 
all the little offices in their power for themselves ; not to 
be insolently calling for servants where there is no real 
occasion ; above all, they should be accustomed to consi- 
der the domestics* hours of meals and rest as almost sa- 
cred, and the golden rule should be practically and uni- 
formly enforced, even on so trifling an occasion as ringing 
a bell through mere wantonness, or stlf love, or pride. 

To check the growth of inconsiderateness, young ladies 
should early be taught to discharge their little debts with 
punctuality. They should be made sensible of the cru- 
elty of obliging trades-people to call often for the money 
due to them ; and of hindering and detaining those whose 
time is the soarce of their subsistence, under pretence of 
some frivolous engagement, which ought to be made to 
bend to the comfort and advantage of others. They should 

. * In addition to the insjtraction of the individual poor, and the snpct'- 
•ntendance of cl)|^rit^ schoola^ ladies might be highly useful in assisting 
the parochial clergy in the adoption of that excellent plan for the in- 
stcoetion of the ignorant suggested Jby the Bishop of Durham iti his last 
■adoiirable charge to his clergy. It is with pleasure the author is enabled 
to atld that the scheme has actually been adopted with goo<i effect in 
that extensive diocese. 
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conscientiously allow sufKcierit time for the executiicii of 
their orders ; and with a Christian circumspection, be 
careful not to drive work-people, by needless hurry, in^ 
losing their rest, or breaking the Sabbath. I have known 
a lady give her gown to a mantua-maker on the ^atur^ 
night, to whom she would not for the world say in so 
many words, " You must work through the whole of Sun« 
day," while she was virtually compelling her to do so, by 
an injunction to bring the gown home finished on tlie 
Monday morning, on pain of her displeasure. To these 
hardships numbers are continually driven by good-natured 
.but incoD'iiderate employers. As these petty exactions of 
inconsideration furnish also a constant aliment to selfish- 
ness, let not a desire to counteract them be considered aft 
leading to too minute details 5 nothing is too frivolous for 
animadversion, which tends to fix a bad habit in the supe- 
rior, or to wound the feelings of the dependant. 

Would it not be turning those political doctrines, whicjh 
arc now so warmly agitating, to ati'uly moral account, anil 
give the best practical answer to the popular declamatioiis 
on the inequality ol human conditions, were the rich care- 
fully to instruct their children to soften that inevitable in- 
equality by the mildness and tenderness of their behaviour 
to their inferiors ? 1 his dispensation of God, which ex- 
cites so many murmurs, would, were it thus practically 
improved, tend to establisli the glory of that Being who is 
now so often reviled for his injustice ; for God himself i» 
covertly attacked in many of the invectives against laws 
and governments, and the disproportion of ranks. 

This dispensation, tht^s properly improved, would at 
once cali into exercise the generosity, kindness, and for- 
bearance of the superior ; and the patience, resignation, 
and gratitude of the inferior : and thus, while we were 
vindicating the way» of Providence, we should be accom^ 
plishing his filan^ by brii^ging into action those virtues of 
both classes which would have had little exercise had 
there been no inequality in fortune.* Those who are s» 
zealously contending for the privileges of ^ank and pow- 
er, should never lose sight of the religious duties anil 
considei-ate virtues which the possession of these impeses 
onr themselves ; duties and virtues nrhich should ever be 
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inseparable from those privileges. As the inferior class* 
cs have, little real right to complain oUavtsy in this respect 
let the great be watchful to give them as little cause to 
complain of manner* ; by carefully training up their chil' 
dren to supply by individual kindness those cases of hard- 
ship which laws cannot reach : by such means every les* 
son of politics may be converted into a lesson of piety ; 
and a spirit of condescendmg love might win over some 
whom a^spirit of invective will only inflame- 

It canneverbe toooften repeated* that one of the great ob- 
jects of education is the Ibrming of habits. Among the 
mstances of negligence into which even religiously dis- 
posed pai*ents and teachers are apt to fall, one is, that they 
are not sufficiently attentive in finding interesting em- 
ployment for the Sunday. They do not make a scruple of 
sometimes allowing their children to fill up the intervals 
©f public worship with their ordinary employments and 
common school exercises. They are not aware that they 
are thus training their offspring to an early and a systema- 
tic proBmation of the Sabbath by this habit ; for to chil- 
dren, their tasks are their business ; to them a French or 
Latin exercise is as serious an occupation as the exercise 
of a trade or profession is to a man ; and if they are allow- 
ed to think the one right «ow, they will not be brought 
hereafter to think that the other is wrong ; for the opir 
nions and practices fixed at this early season are not ea- 
sily filtered. By this oversight even the friends of reli- 
gion may be contributing eventually to that abolition of the 
Sabbath, so devoutedly wished by its enemies, as the de- 
sired preliminary to the destruction of whatever is mosc 
dear to Christians. What obstruction would it offer to 
the genera] progress of youth, if all their Sunday exercises 
(which, with reading, composing, transcribing, and get- 
ting by heart, might be extemled to an entertaining va- 
riety) were adapted to the peculiar nature of the day ? It 
is not meant to impose t>n them such rigorous study as 
shall convert the day they should be taught to love into a 
day of burdens and hai*dships^ or to abridge their inno- 
cent enjoyments ; but it is intended merely to suggest 
that there should be a marked distinction in the nature of 
tbeir employments and studies ;. for cm the observance or 
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neglect of ttib, as was befcMre obaenred^ their future no- 
tions and principles will in a good degree be ibrmed^ The 
gospel, in rescuing the Lord's day from the rigorous bon* 
dage of the Jewish Sabbatli, never lessened the obligaiicm 
to keep it holy, nor meant to sanction any seculai* occu* 
pation. 

Though the author chiefty vritiiig whh a view to do- 
mestic instruction, lias purposely avoided entering oi> the 
disputed question, whether a school or hon>e edncation 
be best ; a question which perhaps must generaity be de- 
cided by the state of the indtiridilal home, and the state c^ 
the individual school ; yet she begs leave to stiggest one 
remark, which peculiarly belongs to a school education $ 
iiamely« the general habit of converting the Simday into a 
visiting day> by way of gaining time ; as if the appropriaiie - 
instructions of the Sunday were the cheapest sacrifice 
which could be made to pleasufe« Even in those schools^ 
in which religion is consideted as an indispensable part of 
instruction, this kind of instruction is aitnost excltieiveiy 
'limited to Sundays : how then are girls ever tomidte ai^ 
l^rogress in this niost impmtimt article, if they are habitual* 
ed to lose the religious advantages of the scliooly ibr tho 
sake of having more dainties for dinner abroad ? This re« 
mark cannot be supposed to apply to the visits which ehil* 
drcn make to religious parents, and indeed it only applies 
to tiK)se cases where the school is a coaecientious school^ 
and the visit a trifling visit. 

Among other subjects wMch engross a ^|Ood share of 
worldly conversation, one of the most attractmg is beauty. 
Many ladies have often a random way of talking rapOiroos* 
]y on the general importance of beauty, who are yet pru* 
dent enough to be very unwillkigto let ibmr ownr daugh^ 
tors find out they are handsome. Perhiqps theeontrary 
course might be safer. If the little listenot* were not con<* 
btantly hearing that beauty is the best gift, she wcmld not 
be so vain fix>m fancying herself to be the best gt&ed. Bo 
less solicitoits, therefore, to conceal from her asoorety 
which with all your watchfulness she will be sore to find 
oilt, without your telling; but I'atherseek to lower jthe- 
general value of beamy in .her ceimaiioft. Use yo«v- 
daughter in all tilings to a different standard from tliatof 
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^ world. It is not by vulgar people and servants only 
tliat she will be told of her being pretty. She wilfbe hear- 
ing it not only from gay llidies, but from grave men ; she 
win be hearing it from the whole world around her. The 
antidote to'the present danger is not now to be searched 
for ; it must be already operating ; it must have been pro^ 
vided for in the foundation laid in the general principle 
fllie had been imbibing, before this particular temptation 
of beauty came in question. And this general principle 
ik an habitual indifference to flattery. She must have 
learnt not to be intoxicated by the praise of the world. She 
must have learnt to estimate things by their intrinsic worth, 
rather than by the world's estimation.. Speak to her with 
particular kindness and commendation of plain but amia- 
ble ^irls ; mention with compassion such as are handsome 
but ill-educated ; speak casually of some who were oncd 
bought pretty, but have ceased to be good ; make use of 
the shortness and uncertainty of. beauty, as strong addi* 
tionsd reasons for making that which is little valuable in 
itself, still less valuable. As it is a new idea which is al- 
ways dangerous, you may thus break the force of this dan- 
ger by allowing her an early introduction to this inevita* 
ble knowledge, which would become more interesting, 
and of course more perilous by every additional year : and 
if you can guard against that Bettal error of letting her siee 
that she is more loved on account of her beauty, her fami- 
liarity with the idea may be less than its novelty after- 
wards would prove. 

( But the great and constant danger to which young per- 
sons in the higher walks of life are exposed, is the pre^ 
vuling turn and spirit of general conversation. Even the 
children of better fitmilies, who are well instructed when* 
at their studies, are yet at other times continually behold- 
ing the WORLD set up in the highest and most advanta"* 
geous point of view. Seeing the world ! knowing the 
world r standing well with the world ! making a figure in 
the world ! is spoken of a^ including the whole sum and 
substance of human advantages. Tbey hear their ediw 
cation almost exclusively alluded to with reference to the 
figure it will enable them to make in the world. In aU 
XMost^.companieB; Xhey hear ail that the. world admirea 
f 2 
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s^^ckea of urith adminition ; nmk fiatter«d> bxm «ot«|*« 
^y po\rer sougkt, beantf idotiaied) saoney contldefied M: 
ilie one thing needful, md as tfae aitomng aubfttkuie for 
the want df ail other tbn^ ; profit heU up at tht t^^ 
ward of virtue, and worldly esUtkmttoik as the fust audi' 
liighest prize of lawfiil ambition; and a&er the T^rjr 
spirit of the world has been thus habttuaUy infused in<» 
them sJl the week, one cannot expett much efi^ct SnMt 
their being coldly told now and tiftcn on Sundays^ that they 
must not ^ love the workli aor the thinjgfs of the world.'* 
To tell them once in seven ^ys that tt is a sin to gn^^ 
an appetite which you have been wfattlbfi^ and sliiiiulating' 
the preceding six, is to require from them a power of se|t« 
control, which our knowledge of the impetuosity of tlier 
passions, especially in early age^ Shou^ have fimght oft 
k> impossible. 

This is not the place to anmadv^rt on the usuid misap* 
plication of the phrase, <' knowing the worid^*' which 
term is commonly applied in the way of pttogyric^ to 
keen, designing, selfish, unbitious men, who stiidy man* 
kind in order m turn it to their own account. But in tko 
true sense of the expression, the sense whicH Ghristiui 
parents would wish t& impress on their ehtkirent to knowf 
the world, is to know its emptiness, h* vaaity, its futilt^ 
ty, and its wickedness. To know it, is to despise it} 
smd in this view, an obscure Christian in a inlh^ niay%e 
said to know it better than a hoary courtier or w^y pel** 
tician; fprhow can they be said to ^btot^ it, who gooiv 
to love it, to value it, to be led cap^fe b^ its idlurtmeniSf 
to give their soul in exchange for its lyuig ptomises I 

But while so false an estimate is often made tn fisshioni* 
able society of the real value of things ; that ii^ whiUt. 
Christianity does not furnish the standard, aad human 
opinion does : while the multiplying our desires is coft- 
sidered as a symptom of i^legance, though to subdue them 
is made the grand criterion of religion ; while mOdera- 
^n is beheld as indicating a poorness of spirit^ though' 
to that very povcrij^ ^l s^rit the Idghest promise of the 
gaspel is assigned ? while wurWly wisdom is enjoined by. 
worldly friends, in contradiction to that assertion, ** that 
the wisdom of the world is feolisho^s with God /' while 
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Ike pnM of maa is to be sought uv opposuioii to tbat m^ 
aiuranco^ that <• the iear of man voi*kcth a siMire :" while 
these things are so, and duui they are so in m good de^ 
gree who will deny ? may we not venture lo 9&arm that a 
Christian education, though not an impossible, is yei« 
Tery diffiouk work I 



CHAPTER VL 

t 

FiUal aheiSence not the character of tht ture.'-^ CompaH§&H vith the 
preceding age in iMa respect, — Thote -mo cultivate the ttdnd advised 
to stwfy the Mature of the toil — Unpromising children often mak^ 
ttrang cbaraeterw.'^Teachert too apt to devote their pmim almost e^ 
^Uuwe^f to children t^f parts. 

Among the real improvements of modem times, and 
they are not a few^ it i» to be fbared that the growth of 
filial obedience cannot be included. Who can forbear ob- 
serving and regretting, in a variety of instances, that not 
Qiriy sons but daughters have adopted something of that 
spirit of independence, and disdain of control, which cha* 
ractenze the times ? And is it not obvious that domestic 
manners are not slightly tinctured with the hue of puUic 
principles^ The rigiU9 qf man have been discussedy 
till we are somewhat wearied with the discussiotK To 
these have been opposed, with more presumption thaa 
prudence, the rightM qf woman. It follows, according 
to the natural progression of human things, that the next 
stage of that irradiation which our enlighteners are pour- 
ing in upon us will produce grave descanu on the right% 
of children. 

This revolutionary spirit in families suggests the re« 
mark, that among the faults with which it has been too 
much the bsluon of recent times to load the memory of 
tlie incomparable Miiton, one of the charges, brought 
agaii>st his private charactet* (for with his political char«> 
acter we have here nothing to do) has been, thai he was 
so severe it father as to have compelled his daughters, af*. 
ter he was- bllhd, to read aloud to him, for his sole plea* 
surci Greek and L^^ authors of vhich they did no| 
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understand a word. But this b in ikci nothing more Uia^^^ 
an instance of the strict domestic regulations of the age 
in which Milton lived ; and should not be brought forwi^d 
lis a proof of the severity of his individual temper. Nor 
indeed in any case should it ever be considered as an hard- 
ship for an affectionate child to amuse an afflicted parent^ 
though it should be attended with a heavier sacrifice of 
her own pleasure than in the present instance.* 

Is the author then inculcating the harsh doctrine of 
parental austerity ? By no means. ^ It drives the gentle 
spirit to artifice, and the rugged to despair. It gener* 
ates deceit and cunning, the most hopeless and hateful in 
the whole catalogue of female failings. Ungoverned an- 
ger in the teacher, and inability to discriminate between 
venial errors and premeditated oifence, though they may 
lead a timid creature to hide wrong tempers, or to conce^ 
bad actions, will not help her to subdue the one or cor* 
rect the other. Severity will drive terrified children ta 
seek, not for reformation, but for impunity. A readiness 
to forgive them promotes frankness. And we should, 
above all things, encourage them to be frank, in order to' 
come at their faults. They have not more faults for being^ 
open, they only discover more. * 

^Discipline, however, is not cruelty, and restndnt is not 
Severity. We must strengthen the feeble, whilewe Tepel 
the bold. The cultivator of the human mind must, Ime' 
the gardener, study diversities of soiL The skilful la* 
Sourer knows that even where the surface is not particu- 
larly promising, there is often a rough strong ground 
^liicb will amply repay the trouble of breaking it up f 
yet we are often most taken with the soft surface, though 
itconceal. a shallow depth, because it promises present- 
reward and little trouble. But strong and pertinacious 

' * In spite of this too prevailing spirit, numberless instances might be- 
addaced of filial affection truly honourable to the present period. And. 
Uie apthor records with pleasure, that she has seen araiame young la- 
dies of high rank eonduodng the steps of a blind but iUostrious paretkt 
with triie filial fondness ; and has often contemplated, in i^noiher fw^* 
ly, the interesting attentions of daughters who vere both hands and eye» 
to an infirm and nearly blind father. It is but justice to add, that these^ 
Q3(ami>les are not taken frook that middle rank of lUe which MUton filU 
H; Ibdt Ax>ik tJbls darters of th« highest officers Ixr the state. ^ 
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tempers, of which perhaps obstirtacy is the leading* vice, 
under skilful manag^ement often turn out steady and sier* 
ling characters; while from softer clay a iirm and vig«« 
rolls virtue is but seldom produced. 

But these revolutions in character cannot be effected 
by mere education. Plutarch has observed, that the me- 
scal science would never be brought to perfection till 
p<Msons should be ccmverted into physic. What our late 
improvers in natural scicince have done in the medical 
world, by converting the most deadly ingredients into in- 
struments of life and healtlv, Christianity with a sort of 
4lvine Alcliymy has effected in the moral worW, by that 
tnMismutation which makes those passions which have, 
been working for sin become active in the cause of reli« 
gion. The violent temper of Saul of Tarsus, which was 
*^. exceedingly mad'' against the saints of God, did God see 
fit to convert into that burning zeal which enabled Paul 
the Apostle to labour so unremuiingly for the conversion 
of the gentile world. Christianity indeed does not so 
much give us new affections or faculties, as give a new 
direction to those we already have. She changes that 
sorrow of the worlJ which worketh death, into " godly 
sorrow which w.orketh repentance." She changes our 
anger agaifist the persons we dislike, into hatred of their 
sins. ^ The fear of man which worketh a snare," she 
transmutes into « that leaf of God which worketh salva- 
tion.** That religion does not extinguish the passions, 
but alters their object, the animated expressious of the 
fervid Apostle confirm — " Yea, what ftarfulne^9 ; yea, 
what clearing ^f yourselves ; yea, what indignation ; 
yea, what fear ; yea, what -vehement desire ; yea, what 
zeml ; yea, what revenge /"* 

Thus, by some of the most troublesome passions^ of 
our nature being converted by the blessing of God on a 
religious education to the side of viitue, a double purpose 
is effected. Because, if I may be aUowed to change die 
metaphor, it is the character of the passions never to ob« 
serve a neutrality. If they aie no longer rebels, they 
become auxiliaries ; and a foe subdued is aa aiiy obt«^ 

* j8 CoHnduaat yii. U. 
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•d. And it is the effect of religion on the passions, thut 
when she seizes the enemy's gun ison, she does not dea*- 
troy the works, shei docs not burn the arsenal and spike 
the cannon ; but the artillery she seizes, she turns to her 
own use, and plants its whole force against the enemy 
from whom she has taken it. 

But while I would depreciate hardness, I would en- 
force discipline ; and that not merely on the ground of 
religion, but of happiness also. One reason not seldom 
brought forward by tender but mistaken mothers as an 
apology for their unbounded indulgence, especially to 
weakly children, is. that they probably will not live to 
enjoy the world when grown up, and that therefore they 
will not abridge the little pleasure they may enjoy at 
present. But a slight degree of observation would prove 
that this is an error in judgment as well as in principle* 
For, omitting any considerations respecting their future 
welfare, and entering only into their immediate interests ; 
it is an indisputable fact that children who know no con- 
trol, whose faults encounter no contradiction, and whose 
humoiirs experience constant indulgence, grbw more ir- 
ritable and capricious, invent wants, create desires, lose 
all relish for the pleasures which they know they may 
reckon upon ; and become perhaps more miserable than 
even those children who labour under the more obvious 
and more commiserated misfortune of suffering under 
the tyranny of unkind parent^.. 

An early habitual restraint is peculiarly important to the 
future character and happiness of women. They should 
when very young be inured to contradiction. Instead of 
hearing' their bon-mots treasured up and repeated to the 
guests till they begin to think it dull, when they them- 
selves arc not the little heroine of the theme, they should 
be accustomed to receive but little praise for their vivaci- 
ty or their wif, though they should receive just commen- 
dation for their patience, their industry, their humility, 
and other qualities which have more worth than splen- 
, dour. They should be led to distrust their own judg- 
ptent ; they should learn not to murmur at exiwstulation ; 
but should be accustomed to expect and endure opposi- 
tion. It is a lesson with whicH the world will not fail to 
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linittsh them ; and they will not practise it the wonie for 
having learnt it the sooner. It is of the last importance 
to their hap{)iness in life that they should early acquire a 
submissive temper and a forbearing spirit. They must 
even endure to be*thought wrong sometimes, when they 
cannot but feel they are right. And while they should be 
anxiously aspiring to do well, they must not expect al- 
Hirays to obtain the praise of having done so. But while 
a gentle demeanor is inculcated, let them not be instruct- 
ed to pracuse gentleness merely on the low ground of ita 
being decorous, and feminine, and pleasing, and calculat- 
ed to attract human favour : but let them be carefully 
taught to cultivate it on the high principle of obedience 
to Christ ; on the practical ground of labotiring after 
conformity to HIM, who,when he proposed himself as a 
peiiect pattern of imitation, did not say, Learn of me, for 
I am great, or wise, or mighty, but, " Learn of me, for I 
« am meek and lowly :*' and graciously promised that the 
reward should accompany the practice, by encouragingly 
adding, "and ye shall find rest to your souls/' Do ncj^ 
teach them humility on the ordinary ground that vanity i^ 
unamiablejaxid that no one will love them if they are 
proud ; for that will only go to correct the exterior, and 
make them soft and smiling hypocrites., But inform 
them, that " God resisteth the proud," while " them that 
are meek he will guide in judgment, and such as are 
gentle, them shall he teac^ his way." In these, as in 
sdl other cases, an habitual attention to the motives should 
be carefully substituted in their young hearts, in the 
place of too much anxiety about the event of actions, and 
too much solicitude for that human praise which aicache^^ 
to appearances as much as to realities, to success more 
than to desert. 

Let me repeat, that it will be of vast importance not te 
Jet slip the earliest occasions of working gentle ntanners. 
into an habit on their only true foundation. Christian meek- 
ness. For this purpose I would again urge your calling 
in the example of our Redeemer in aid of his precepts. 
Endeavour to make your pupil feel that all the wonders 
exhibited in his life do not so overwhelm the awakened 
heart ^yith rapture; love, and astonisiiment, as the perpe* 
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t»al faistmecft of his hutaUHy and meekness. Sto^Rdoos 
mtraeksyexercbes of infinite power prompted by Infimt^ 
tnereir) are actions which we should naturally enough con- 
^ceWe as |;rowing^ut of the divine perfections : but syenee 
under cniel mockings, patience under reproach, gentie- 
siess -of demeanor under unparalleled mjures : these fti« 
-perfection's of which unas^sted nature not only has no con- 
•ceptioii in a Divine Being, but at which it would revokf 
-l^d-ttot the reality been exempHied 1^ our perfect paC* 
<teni. HeaMn^ the sick, feeding the multitude, restoring 
'^e blind, raising the dead, are deeds of which we couM 
form seme adequate idea, as necessarily flowing from Al- 
tmghty goodness : but to wash his disciples' feet ; to 
preach the ^^pel to the paor^ to renounce not only ease) 
^forthat heiNoes have done on human motives) but to re- 
nounce praise, to forgive his persecutors, to love his eae- 
iniesjto pray for his murderers with his lastbreatli: 
these are things which, while they compel us to cry out 
with the Centurion, *< Truly this was the Son of God," 
sliould remind us also, that they are not only a^oradle but 
ifoiMMe parts of his character. These are perfecttoas 
which weare not barely to contemplate with holy awe and 
tSotant admirataen, as t£ they were restricted to the itvtMe 
Aature of eur Redeemer; but we must consider them as 
suited to the human nature also, which he condescended 
\o parUcipate ; in eonftmfilaHngj we must imitate ; and 
in our measure and degree go and do likewise. Elevate 
your thoughts for one moment to this stsmdard, and then 
go, if you can, and teach your children to be mild, and s^» 
and gentle on worldly grounds, on human motives, and as 
an external attraction. 

There is a Ci^tom among teachers, which is not the 
more right for being common ; they are apt to bestow an 
^ndue proportion <^ pams on children of the best capacidii^ 
as if only geniuses were worthy of attention. They should 
t^fiect that in moderate talents, carefully cultivated, we 
are perhaps to look for the chief hapfuness and virtue of 
society. If superlative genius had been generally neces- 
sary, its existence would not have been so rare ; for Om* . 
nipotence could have made those talents common whkh 
we now consider as extraordinary. Besides^ while we 
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mse cfittseieaikyi^ty instmctsng chiidreh of moderate ca» 
|MkCfty9 h is a coaifert to pei)«ct, that if no labour will raiiie 
Ibem to a high degree in the Bcale of inteliectual excel- 
Imce^ yet they niay be led on to perfection in that road in 
which ^ a way -Cartog man^ tiiough simple^ shall not err.'^ 
And when a mother feels disposed to rapine that her &• 
Buly it fiot likely to exhibit a group of future wiu aod 
growiu^ beauties, let her console herself by looking abroad 
into the world, where she will quickly perceive that toe 
monopoly of happiness is not engrossed by beauty, nor that 
^ virtue by genius. 

Perhaps mediocrity of parts was decreed to be the €»*» 
dinary lot^ by way of furmshing a sthnulus to industry^ 
Itnd streng^ening the nxmves to virtuous application. 
For is it not obvious that moderate abilities, care'fully car* 
lied to that measure of perfection of which they are ca« 
pabkt often enable their possessors to outstrip, in the race 
€>f knowledgo and of Usefulness, their more biilliant but 
less persevering competitors I « It is with mental endow* 
memstas with other riehrgi£ts of Providence : the inhabi«^ 
«utt of the luxuriant southern clime, where nature has 
doneeveiy thing in the way of vegetation, indolently lays 
iM>Mlron this very fertility as a plea tor doing nothing him- 
aelf ; so that the soil whicK teems with such encouraging 
abundance leaves the possessor idle : while the native of 
the less genial region supplying by his labours the defi* 
idendes of his lot, overtakes his more favoured competi- 
tor ; by substituting industry for opulence, he improves 
Uie riches of his native land beyond that which is blessed 
^inth warmer suns, and thus vindicates Previdence from 
the charge of partial distribution. 

. A girl who has docility will seldom be found to want 
4inderstandiRg sufficient for all the put«p^ses of a useful, 
4 happy, and a pioiis Hfe. And it is as wrong for parents . 
^ sec out with too sanguine a dependance on the figure 
their children are to make in life, as it is unreasonable to 
l»e discouraged at every dissappointment. Want of suc- 
cess is so far from ^mishing a motive for relaxing their 
energy, that it k a reason for redoubling it. Let them 
.•aspect their own ^ns, and reform them ; let them dis- 
trust their own principles, and connect them. The gene* 
G 
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rality of parents do too little ; some do much, and miw' 
their rewrd, because they look not to tmy strength be-^ 
yond their own : afier much is done, much will reimdn 
undone : for the entire regulation of the heart and affec-* 
tions is not the work of education alone^ but the opcm^ 
lion of divine grace. Will it be accounted enthusiasna 
lo suggest '* that the fervent effectual prayer of a right- 
eous parent availeth much ?" and perhaps the reavcm 
^vhy so many anxious mothers fail of success is. because 
ihey repose with confidence in their own skill and labour, 
"without looking to Him without whose blessing they d» 
but labour in vain. 

On the other hand, is it not to be feafed that some pi*! 
ous parents have fallen into an error of an opposite kind ? 
From a full conviction that human endeavours are vain, 
and that it is God alone who <:an change the heart, they 
are earnest in their prayers, but not so earnest in their 
endeavours. Such parents should be reminded, that if 
they do not add their exertions to their prayers, their chil- 
di'en arc not likely to be more benefited than the children 
of those who do not add their prayers to their exertions. 
What God has joined, let not man presume to separate^ 
It is the work of God, we readily acknowledge, to»i(n« 
plant religion in the heart, and to maintain it there as^a 
ruling principle of conduct. And is it not the same God 
•which causes the com to grow ? Are not our natural lives 
constantly preserved by his power ? Who will deny that 
an him we live, and move, and have our being ? But how 
are these works of God carried on ? By means which lie 
has appoint^. By the labour of the husbandman the 
corn is made to grow. By food the body is sustsdned : 
and by religious instruction God is pleased to work upon 
the human heart. As far as we sec of the ways of God, 
all his works are carried on by means. It becomes there^ 
fore our duty to use the meansaad trust inGod; to reme^l^ 
ber that God will not work without the means ; and that 
the means can effect nothing without his blessing. "Paid 
may plant and A polios water, but it is God must gi^e 
the increase.** But to what does he give the increase I 
To the exertions of Paul aud Apoilos- It is sever saidy 
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tocaose God only can give the increase, that Paul and 
Apolloa raay spare their labour. 

It is one grand object to give the young probationer 
jU8t ami sober views of the world on which she is about 
to enter. Instead of making her bosom bound at the near 
|>rospect of emancipation from her instructors ; instead 
«f teaching heryoang heart to dance with premature fiut« 
lerings as the criiical winter draws near in which ^he ia 
fo come out ; instead of raising a tumult in her busy ima> 
ginatiott at the approach of her first grown ufi bali ; en^ 
i&avour to fcmvince her, that the world will not turn out 
to be that scene of unvarying and never-ending delights 
<vrhich she has perhaps been led to expect, not only from 
the sanguine temi)er and warm spirits natural to youth, 
but from the value she has seen put on those showy ac* 
oomphshments which have too probably been fitting her 
for her exhibition in life. Teach her that this world i» 
not a stage for the display of superficial talents, but for 
the strict and sober exercise of fortitude, temperance, 
«acekness, faith, diligence, and self-denial ; of her duo 
|»erfonnance of which Christian graces, angels will bo 
spectators, an^ God the judge. Teach her that human 
lifers not a splendid romance, spangled over with briU 
iiant^v«ntures, and enriched with extraordinary occur- 
orencesr^and divei*sified with wonderful incidents ; lead 
■her not to expect that it will aboiwd with scenes which 
•npill call shining qualities and great powers into perpe- 

. timl actkm ^ and for which if she xquit herself well she 
*wiH be rewarded with proportionate fume and certain 
•commendation* But apprize her that human life is a true 

.tirtory, many passages of which will be dull, obscure, 
and unini^ejEseflUng.; some perhaps tragical ; but that what- 
ever gay incidents and ple^^sing scenes may be inter- 
spersed in the progress of. the piece, yet finally ^^ one 
event happeneth to all ;" to all there is one awful and 
in^liUe catastrophe. Apprize her that the estimation 
which mankind forms of merit is not always just, nor its 
pnuse exactly proportioned to desert ; that the world 
weighs actions in far different scales from ^' the balance 
of the sanctuary,'* and estimates worth by a far different 
Standard from that of the gospel : apprize her that while 
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Iter best Intentions may be sometitnes calumniated, and 
her best actions misrepresented, she will be liable to re- 
ceive commendation on occasions wherein her cou^cicace 
will tell her she has not deserved it. 

Do not however give her a gloomy said discouragil^ 
picture of the world, but rather seek to give her a just 
and scA»er view of the part she will have to act in it. And 
humble the impetuosity of hope, imd cool the ardour of 
expectation, by explaiomg to her, that thi» party even in 
her best estate, will probably consist in a successiOD of 
petty trials, and a round of quiet duties which, however 
well performed, though they will nmke little or no figure 
in the book of Fan^, will prove of vast importance t* 
her 10^ th^at day when anof&er *< book is opened^ and th* 
iudgitien't! is set, .and every one will be judged accords 
m^ to the deeds 4olie ki the body, whether they be 
good or bad.'* 

Say not that these just and' sober views will cruelly 
wither her young hopes, and deaden the innocent satis* 
&ctions of life. It is not true. . There is, happily, an ac* 
tive spring in the mind of youth which bounds wiih fi^esli 
vigour and uninjured elasticity from any such tempori^ 
depression. It is not meant that you should darkei^iier 
prospect, so much as that you should enlightai> her un? 
derstanding to contem^ate it. And though her feeUngs^ 
tastes, and passions, will all be against you, if you set be* 
£6re her a feiithful cklineation of life, yet it will be some* 
thing to get her jud^nent on your side^ It tS4io unkind 
<^ce to assist the short view of youth with th# aids qf 
)c»ig«>sightedexperience, to enaUe them to discover spoto 
m the brightness of that life which dausi^es them in prosr 
pect, though it is probable they will after wAV choose - Uk 
Velieve their own eyes rather than the oifored glass. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Qn female studt/, and itiHiation into knowUdge.^Err&r of athivatin^ 
tne imagination to the neglect if the judgment Books of reasoning 
^ recommended. 

lAs ttiis Iktle work by no means assumes tlie character 
of a general scheme of education, the author has pur- 
posely a?oided expatiating lately on any kind of instruc- 
tion ; but so far as it is connected^ either Jmmediately or 
remotely) with objeets of a moral or religious nature. 
Of course she has been so far from thinking it necessary 
t»enter into the enumeration of those books w hich are use- 
ful in general instruction, that she has forborne to mention 
any. With auch books the rising g^ieration is far more 
ec^iously and ably furnbhed than any preceding period 
has been ; and out of an excellent variety the judicious 
instructor can hardly fail to make such a selection as shall 
be beneficial to the pupiL 

But while due praise ought not to be withheld from 
the improved methods of commumcating the elements 
of general knowledge ; yet is there not some danger that 
our very advantages may lead us into error^ by causing 
ua to repose so confidently on the multiplied helps which 
fecUkate the entrance imo learniog^. as to render our pu- 
pils superficial through the very facility of acquirement I 
Where so much is done for them, may they not be led 
to do^x> little for themselves ? May there not be a moral 
disadvantage in possessing them with the notion that 
learning may be acquired without diligence and labour ? 
Sound education never 'can be made a .^^ primrose path of 
daliianoe/' Do what we wilU we cannot cheat ohildrea 
into leaming, or /^^ them into knowledge^ according 
to the smoothneas of the modem creed. There is no 
idle way to ai^ acqi^issitions which reaUy deserve tlie 
siame. And as Euclid, in order to repress the impetu- 
ous vanity of greatness, told bia Sovereign that there 
was no royal way to geometry, so the fond mother may 
be assured that there is no shoit cut to any other kind oi: 
ieamiag* The tree of knowledge, as a punishment^ per- 
haps, for its having been at first uiffairly tasted, cannot 
oaw be climbed withwt difficulty^ and this very wcum<* 
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Stance serves afterwari^ to furnish not only literary ptex* 
suresy but moral advantages : for the knowledge ^iirbicl;^ 
is acquired by unwearied aissi^ity is lasting in ^ pos- 
session, and sweet to the possessor ; both perhaps in pi^o- 
portion to the cost and labour of the acquisition. And 
though an al^ teaoher ought to endeavour, by impro^ 
ing the communicating faculty in hims^f, (for miBf 
know what they cannot teach,) to soften every dadB&cuky ; 
yet in spite of the kindness and ability with whsch he wiU 
smooth eveiy obstruction, it is pr<^triy amcmg the wise 
institutions of Providence, that great difficulties should 
still remain. For education is but an initiation into that 
life of trial to which we are introduced on our entrance inio 
this world. It is the first breaking in to that state of . toil 
and labour to which we are bom, and to which siti has 
made us liable ; and in this view of the subject the ac« 
quisition of learnmg'may be converted to higher uses 
than such as are purely literary. 

Will it not be ascribed to a caj^ious singularity if I 

^ venture to remark that real knowledge and real piety:^ 
thotigh they may have gained in many instances, have 
suffered in others from that profusion of little, amusing^ 
sentimental books with which the youthfoi library over* 

^ flows ? Abundance has its dangers as well as scarcity^ la 
the first place may not the multiplicity of these aflurtn^ 
little works increase the natural reluctance to those more 
dry and uninteresting studies, of which, after all, the ru^ 
diments of every part of learning must consist ? A«d> 
secondly, is there not some danger (though there are 
many honourable exceptions) that some of tfiose engag* 

. ing narratives may serve to infuse into the youthful Heart 
a sort of spurious goodness, a confidence of virtue, a 
(larade of charity ? And that the benevolent actions witk 
the recital of which they abound, when they are not made 
\o flow from any source but feeling, may tend to insfure 
a adtf complacency, a self gratulation, a ^' stand by, fori 
am ht^ier than thou ?" M^y they not help to infuse a love 
of popularity and an anxietv for praise, in the place ^ 
that simple and unostentatious rule of ddng whatever 
good we do, because it is the will of God F The universal 
f^ubstitution of this principle would tend to puuify-lJie 
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mo^kiS^ iMftJity o£ many a ppi)iiiar little stoiy; And 
Ikere are few dangers w^ch good parents ixrill more 
earefttliy guard against tU^ that of giving their childrea 
a mere political piety ; that sort of religion which just 
'goes to make pec^le more respectahley and to stand weH 
with the world ; a religion which is to save appearances 
w^iottt incuicatisg realities.* 

There is a certain precocity of mind which is much 
helped on by these superHcial modes of Instruction ; for 
Irivokms reading will produce its correspondent efiect» 
in ^ttch less Unae than books of solid instructi(m ; the 
imaginaiiim beii^ liable to be worked upim, and the feel*> 
iogs to be set a»going, much faster thaa the understands 
log csm^ be opened s^id the judgme&t enlightened. A 
mjeiit §&r <»BversauoQ should be the result of education) 
not its precursor ; it is a golden fruit when suffered to 
vipen griidttally ob the tree of knowledge. ; but if forced 
ia the hdt-bed of a circulating library, it will turn out 
worthless and vapid in proportion as it was artificial and 
ptemature. Girls who have been accustomed to devour 
trivolous books, will converse and write, with a far greatef 
appeai*ance of ^11 as to style and sentiment, at tw^ve or 
fourteen years old, tlian thosft of a more. advanced age 
who are under the discipline of severer studies ;. but the 
iorsEier having early attained to that low standard which 
has been held out to them, become stationary ; while the 
latter, quietly progressing, are passing through just grai^ 
ilations to a higher strain of mind ; and those who early 
t^egin with talking and writing like women, commonly 
end with thinking and acting like children. 

The swarms of MrtdgmerUi^ Beautiiay and Comftendi* 
um»i which form too considerable a part of a young lady'« 
library, may be considered in many instances as an infal- 
lible receipt for making a superficial mind. The name^ 
<^ the renowned characters in history thus become fa- 

• An ingenious (and in many respeets usefiti) French Treatise on 
^lacation, has too mutih enooiiraged this pditieal piety : by eonmder- 
iDg re^^ion at a thing of humaa conveotioD, rather than c^ divine in- 
Atitution ; as a thing creditable, rather than commanded : by erecting 
the doctrine of expediencjr in tne place of Christian simplicity; and 
-wearing away the spirit of truth, by the substitution of occasional d^ 
«tit^ equiYocatioo^ •ttbterfogei and x»oital reNrratioA» 
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miliar In tb6 mouths of those who can neither attach lo 
the icioas of the person, the series of his actionSf nor the 
peculiarities of his character A few fine passages firpm 
the poets (passages perhaps which derived their chiefr 
l>eauty from their position and connexion) are huddled to- 
gether by .some extract-maker, whose brief and discon- 
nected patches of broken and discordant materials, while, 
they inflame yoimg readers with the vanity of reciting, 
neither fill the mind nor form the taste : and it is not d^. 
ficult to trace back to their shallow sources the hackney- 
ed quotations of certain accomplished young ladies, who 
will be frequently found not to have come legitimately by 
any thing they know : I mean, not to have ^'awn it from 
its true spring, the original works of the author from 
which some' beauty -mong^er has served it. Human incon- 
sistency in this, as in other cases, wants to combine twa 
irreconciieable things ; it strives to unite the reputation 
of knowledge with the pleasures of idleness, forgetting 
that nothing that is valuable can be obtained without sacr^ 
fices, and that if we would purchase knowledge we must 
^y for it the &irand lawful price of time and industry^ For 
tkis extract'^reading, while it accommodates itself to the 
convenience, illustrates the character of the age in which 
we live. The appetite forpleasure, and that love of ease andi 
indolence which is generated by it, leave little time or taste 
for sound improvement ; while the vanity which is equally 
a characteristic of the existing period, puts in its claim al- 
so for indulgence, and contrives to figure away by these 
little snatches of reading, caught in the short intervals, 
af successive amusements. 

Besides, the tiAte, thus pampered with delicious mor- 
sels, is early vitiated The young reader of these r/u«^ 
tered beauties conceives a disrelish for every thk)g whick 
is plain, and is impatient if obliged to get thro^h those 
equally necessary though less showy parts of a wot-k, in . 
which perhaps the author gives the best proof of his 
judgment by keeping under that occasional brilliancy of 
which these superficial students are in constant pursuits 
In all well-written books, there is much that is good 
which is not dazzling ; and these shallow critics should 
be taught^ that it is &r the more tame and uninteresting 
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piFts of hiis work, that the judickms poet conamoDly re- 
serves those flowers, whose beauty is defaced when they 
sure plucked from the garland into which he had so skil^ 
fully woven them. 

The remark, however, is by no means of general ap- 
plication ; there are many valuable works which from 
their bulk would be almost inaccessible iq a great number 
€>f readers, and a considerable part of which may not be 
f^nerally useful. EVen in the best written books there 
is often super!! notis matter; authors are apt. to get en- 
amoured of their subject, and to dwell too long on it t 
•very person cannot find time to read a longer work on 
any subject, and yet it may be well for them to know 
flbmething on almost every subject ; those, therefore* 
who abridge -voluminous works judiciously, render ser- 
vice to the community. But there seems, if I may ven- 
ture the remark, fo be a mistake in the use of abridg- 
ments. They ^re put systematically into the hands of 
youth, who have, or ought to have, leisure for the work* 
at large ; while abridgments seem more immediately cal- 
culated for persons in more advanced life, who wish te 
recall something they had forgotten ; who want torestore^ 
old ideas rather than acquire new ones ; or they are use- 
ful for persons immersed in the business of the worlds 
who have little leisure few voluminous reac&ng. They 
are excellent to refi'csh the mind, but not competent t« 
formit.\ 

Perhaps there is some analogy between the mental and 
bodily conformation of women; The instructor there- 
fore should imitate the physician^ If the latter prescribe 
bracing medicines for a body of which delicacy is the 
disease, the former would do well to prohibit relaxing 
reading for a mind which is already of too soft a tex^ 
ture, and should strengthen its feeble tone by invigorate' 
iog reading* 

By softness, I cannot be supposed to mean imbecUitjr 
©f understanding, but natural softness of heart, together 
with that indolence of spirit which is fostered by indulge 
fng in seducing books> and in the genend hab&ts of &sh« 
icmable life. 



d by Google 



T$ ON FIMALE STUDY. 

I mean not here to recommend books which are inv 
mediately religious, but such as exercise the reasoning 
faculties, teach the mind to get acquainted with its own 
nature, and to stir up its own powers. Let not a timid 
young lady start if I should venture to recommend to 
her, after a proper course of preparation, to swallow and 
digest such strong meat as Watts' or Duncan's little book 
of Logic, some parts of Mr. Locke's Essay on the Hu- 
man Understanding, and bishop Butler's Analogy. Where 
there is Msure, and capacity, and an able friend to com- 
ment ami to counsel, works of this nature might be pro- 
fitablv substituted in the place of so much English Senti- 
ment. French Philosophy, Italian Love Songs, and fan- 
tastic German imageiy and magic wonders. While such 
enervating or absurd books sadly disqualify the reader for 
solid pursuit or vigorous thinking, the studies here re- 
commended v;ould act upon the constitution of the mind 
as a kind of alterative, and if I may be allowed the ex- 
pression, wc lid help to brace the intellectual stamina.- 

This is however by no means intended to exclude 
works of taste and imagination, which must always make 
<.* e /^wj^iiiental part, and of course a very considerable 
piirt, (ji female studies. It is only suggested, that they 
should not/orm them entirely and exclusively. For 
what is called dry tough reading, ipuependent of the 
knowledge it conveys, is useful as an habit, and whole- 
some as an exercise. Serious study serves to happen the 
mind for more trying confiicts ; it lifts the reader from 
sensation to intellect ; it abstracts her from the world and 
its vanities; it fixes a wandering spirit, and fortifies a 
weak one ; it divorces her from matter ; it corrects that 
spirit of trifling which she naturally contracts from the. 
frivolous turn of female conversation, and the petty nature 
of female employments ; it concentrates her attentiooy 
assists her in a habit of excluding trivial thoughts, and 
thus even helps to qualify her for religious pursuits. 
Yes, I repeat it, there is to woman a Christian use to be 
made of sober studies ; while books of an opposite cast, 
however unexceptionable they may be sometimes found 
in point of expression, however free from evil in its more 
g;ro8s and palpable shapes, yet by their very nature an4 
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constitution they excite a spirit of relaxation^ hj exht^ 
biting scenes and ideas which soften the mind and set the 
£incy at work ; they impair its general powers of resist- 
ance, and at best feed habits of improper^indulgencei 
and nounsh a vain and visionary indolence, which lays the 
mind open to error and the heart to seduction. 

Women are little accustomed to close reasoning on 
any subject : still less do they inure their minds to con- 
sider particular parts of a subject ; they are not habituated 
to turn a truth round, and view it in all its various aspects 
and positions ; and this ptrhi.ps is one cause (as will be 
observed in another* place) of the too great confidence 
they are disposed to place in their own opinions. Though "^ 
their imagioation is already too lively, and their judgment \ 
naturally incorrect ; in educating them we go on to sti* f 
muiate the imagination, while we neglect the regulation \ 
of the judgment. They already warn ballast, and we i 
make their education consist in continualiy crowding 
more sail than they can carry. Their intellectual power* 
being so little strengthened by exercise, makes every lit- 
tle business appear a hardship to them : whereas serious 
study would be useful, were it only that it leads the mind 
to the habit of conquering difficulties. But it is peculiar- 
ly hard to turn at once from the indolent repose of light 
reading, from th^^ concerns of mere animal life, the ob* 
jects of sense, or tne frivolousness of chit chat ; it is pe» 
cuUarly hard, I say, to a mind so softened, to rescue itself 
from the dominion oT.^elf-indulgence, to resume its pow^. 
crs,to call home its scattered strength, to shutout every fo- 
reign intrusion, to force back a spring so unnaturally bent^ 
and to devote itself to religious reading, to active busi- 
ness, to reflection, or self-examination : whereas to an 
intellect accustomed to think at ail> the difficulty of thinkf> 
ing seriously is obviously lessened. 

Far be it from me to desire to make scholastic ladies 
or female diafecticians ; but there is little fear tliat the 
kind of books here recommended, if thoroughly studiedf 
and not superficially skimmed, wilj make them pedants^ 
Or induce conceit ; for by shewing them the possible 

♦ Chapter -on ConversatJoi. 
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powers of the human mind, you will bring diem lo Me 
the Uuleness of their own; and to get acquainted with 
the mind) and to regulate and inform il^ does not seem 
the way to {wiff it up. But let her who is disposed to he 
elated with her literary acquisitions, check her vanity by 
calling to mind the just remark of Swift, ^< that after dk 
ber boasted acquirements, a woman willy generally speak- 
ing, be found to possess less of what is called learning 

) than a common school-boy.*' 

* ( ' Neither is there any fear that this sort of reading will 
\ ' ^ eonyert ladies into authors. The direct contrary effect 
will be likely to be produced by the perusal of writers 
who throw the generality of readers at such an unap- 
proachable distance as to check presumption, instead of 
exciting it. Who are those ever multiplying authors. 
Chat with unparalleled fecundity are overstockuig the 
world with their quick-succeeding progeny ? They are 
novel-writers ; the easiness . of whose productions is at 
once the cause of their own fruitfulness, and of the al« 
most infimtely numerous race of imitators to whom thef. 
give birth. Such is the frightful facility of this species 
of composition, that every raw girl, while she reads, is 
tempted to fancy that she can also write. And as Alex- 
ender, on perusing the Iliad, found by congenial sympa- 
thy the image of Achilles in his own ardent soul, and tok 
iiimself the hero he was studyipg ; and as Corregio, on 
first beholding a picture which exhibited the perfection 
of the Graphic art, prophetically felt all his own future 
greatness, and cried out in rapture, <^ And I too am* a 
painter 1" so a thorough paced novel-reading Miss, at the 
close of every tissue of hackneyed adventures, feels with- 
in herself the stirring impulse of corresponding genius* 
end triumphantly exclaims, ^ And I too am an author !'* 
The glutted imagination soon overflows with the redun- 
dance of cheap sentiment and plentiful incident, and by a 
sort of arithmetical proportion, is enabled by the perusal 
ef any three novels to produce a fourth ; till every fresh 
production, like tbe progeny of Banquo, is followed by 

ADother, and another^ and another !* ' 

• It ia farely not necessary to gUte, tlmt no dnretpeet oan be herp 
iateadcd to tbeie fenuitea of real genius and corroot chwMter^ iome ef 
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ft a Itdy, however destitute af talebts, education, or know- 
ledge of the wotld, whose studies have been completed by 
ft circulating library, in any distress of mind ? the writing 
ft novel suggests itself as the best soother of her sorrows I 
Does she labour under any depression of circumstances ? 
Writing a novel occurs as the readiest receipt for mend- 
ing tliem I And she solaces herself with the conviction 
tl»at tire subscription which has been given to her imiMjr- 
tunity.or her necessities has been offered as an homage 
to her genius. And this confidence instantly levies a fresh 
contribution for a succeeding work. Capacity and cuU 
tivation are so little taken into the account, that writing a 
book seems to be now considered as the only sure resource 
which the idle and the illiterate have always in their powcn 
May the author be indulged in a short digression while 
sfee remarks, though rather out of its place, that the cor^ 
ruptlon occasioned by these books has spread so wide, 
imd descended so low, thafnot only among milliners, man* 
tua*makers, and other trades where numbers work toge- 
ther, the labour of one girl is freqtiently sacrificed, that 
she tnay be spared to read those mischievous books to the 
fathers ; but she has bcrn assured by clergymen, who have 
witnessed t^e fact, that they are procured and greedily 
^ead in the wards of our Hospitals i an awful hint, that 
those who teabh the poor to read,^ should iiot only take 
<5aro to l^mish them with prlticiples which will lead them 
lo abhor corrupt books, but should also furnish them with * 
such books as shall sti^engthen and confirm their princi- 
pies* And let every Christian remember, that there is 

whose justly admired writings in this kind ate accurate histories of life 
and manners, and striking delineations of character. It is not their faiiH 
if their woKkshaire been attended With the eoosequenees which usually 
intend good origin»b, that Of giving birth to a multitude of roiscorablle 
imitations. 

* The aboTe facts. furni&h no flxgument on the ndc of those who 
would keep the poor in ignorance. Those who cannot read can hear^ 
and are likely to hear to worse purpose than those who have been 
belter taught. And that Ignorance furnishes no sectirity for integrity 
dtber io ra(Oi«ls or p^tiosi the tote revolts in more than on^ country^ 
reroarkaUe for the ignorance of the poor, fully illustrata It is earnest- 
ly Jioi>ed that the above facts mfty tend to impress ladies with the iropor *• 
taaee of superhitending the instruction of the poor, and of making it An 
indi^nsi^e port of their charity to give them morsd and religious tKX)kft 

H 
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mo Qtherwgy of enter^ truly into the spiriti>f that divine 
prayer^ whicii petitions that the name of God may be 
^ hallowed}** thal^^ his kingdom (of grace) may comC)'' and 
that ^^ his^ill may be done on earth as it is in heavep," 
than by each individual contributing according to his 0G'A' 
sure to aiH^omplish the work for which he prays ; ibr to 
^?ay that these great objects may be pronu^ed, yithout 
contributing to their promotion by our exerti9ns, our 
moneys and our influence, is a palpable inconsistency. 



Bi 



CHAPTER Vm. 

On the reh^ottt and moral use ofHisfry and Geography, 

^UT while eyery sort ^ useful knowledge should be 
carefully imparted to young persons* it should be impart- 
ed not merely for its own sakiS) but also for the sake of 
its subserviency to higher tilings. All huinan learning 
should be taught^ not as an end, but a means ; and in 
this view even a lesson of history or geography ntay be 
converted imo a lesson of i*eUgionv Id the stuc^ of his- 
tory, the instructor will accustom the pupil not merely 
to store her menmry with facts and. anecdotes, and to as* 
certain di^s and epochas ; but she will accustom her also 
to trace effects to their causes, to examine the secret 
'^peings of action, and accurately to observe the operation 
of the passions. It is only meant to notice here some feur 
of the moral beneftts which may be derived from a judi* 
cious perusal of history ;.and fit>m among other points of 
. Instruction, I select the following* 
r< The study of history may serve to give a clearer in- 
sight into the cwruption of human nature : 

It may shew the fikm of Providence in the direction of 
events, and in the use of unwotthy instriunenu : 

It may assist in the vindication of Providence, in the 
common failure of virtue and success of vice : 

It may lead to a dbtruat of our own judgm^it : 

It may contribute to our improvement in self-know- 
ledge. 
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But to prove to the pupil the important doctrine b^hft^ 
man corruption for the study of history, will require a 
truly Christian commentator ; for, from the low standard 
©fright established by the generality of historians^ who erect 
so many persons into good characters who fkll short of the 
true idea of Christian virtue, the unassisted reader wilt 
be liable to form very imperfect views of what is real 
goodness ; and wlH conclude, as his author sometimes 
does, that the true idea of human m^ure is to be taken from 
the medium between his best and bis worst- characters; 
without acquiring a just notion of that prevalence of evilf 
which in spite ofthose few btighter luminaries that here 
and there just serve to gild the gloom of history, tends 
abundantly to establish the doctrine. It will indeed be con- 
tinually establishing itself by those who, in perusing tho 
history of mankind, carefully mark the progress of sin, 
from the first timid irrupdon of an evil thought, to the fear*' 
less accomplishment of ttie abhorred crime in which that 
thought has ended : from the indignant question, ^ Is 
thy servant a dog that he should do this great thing !"* 
to the perpetration of that very enormity of which he 
could not endure the slightest suggestion. 

In this connexion may it not be observed, thdX young 
persons should be put on their guard against a too impli- 
cit belief in the flattering accounts which some voyage- 
writers ai'e fond of exhibiting of the vihue, amiableness^ 
and benignity of some of the countries newly discovered 
by our circumnavigators, the superior goodness ascribed 
to the Hindoos, and particularly the account of the inhabi- 
tants of the Pelew Islands? These last indeed have been 
almost represented as having escaped the universal taint 
of our common nature, and would seem by their purity to 
have sprung from another ancestor than Adam. 

One cannot forbear suspecting that these pleasing but 
somewhat overcharged portraits of man, in his natural 
state, are drawn with the invidious d^sign> by counterr 
acting the doctrine of human corruption, to die^rade the 
value and even destroy the necessity of the Christian re« 

• 2 Kings Tiji. IS. 
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ligion. That in countries professing Cfaristianitjf, Yei7 
many are not Christiaus will be too readily granted. Yet> 
to say nothing of the vast superiority of goodness in the 
lives of those who are really governed by Christianity, is 
there not something even in her reflex light which guides 
to greater purity many of those who do not profess to walk 
by It ? I doubt much, if numbers of the unbelievers of a 
Christian counti7, from the sounder views and better ha- 
bits derived incidentally and collatei*ally, as it were, from 
the influence of a Gospel, the truth of which however 
they do not acknowledge, would not stai^t at many of th» 
actions which these heathen perfectionhta daily commit 
without hesitation. 

The religious reader of general history will observe 
the controlling hand of Providence in the direction of 
eventS) and in turning the most unworthy actH>ns and in« 
fttruments to the accomplishment of his own purposes*. 
She will mark infinite Wisdom directing what appears to 
be casual occurrences, to the completion of his own plan. 
She will point out how causes seemingly the most uncon- 
nected, events seemingly the roost unpromising, circum« 
stances seemingly the most incongruous, are all working 
together for seme final eoo4« She will mark how na- 
tional as well as individualcrinies are often overruled te 
some hidden purpose far different fi-om the intention of the 
actors : how Omnipptence can and often does, bring about 
the best purposes by tlie worst instruments : how the 
bloody and unjust conqueror is but ** the rod of his wrath,** 
to punish or to purify his offending children : how " the 
fury of the oppressor," and the sufferings of the oppres- 
sed, will one day vindicate his righteous dealings. She 
will unfold to the less enlightened reader how infinite 
Wisdom often mocks the insignificance of human great- 
ness, and the shallowness of human ability, by settings 
aside instruments the most powerful, while he works by 
agents comparatively contemptible. But she will care^ 
iully guard this doctrine of Divine Providence, thus work* 
ing out his o>vn purposes through the sins of his creatures^ 
and by the instrumentality of the wicked, by calling to 
mind, that while tlie offender is but a tool in the hands of 
the great artificer, «« yet woe be to him by whom the of- 
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fttAce Cometh !" She will expkiir how aU ibe- moUtion^ 
and revolutions in states which appear to us so unaccount- 
able, aod how those operations of Providence which seem 
to us 80 entangled and complicated^ all move harmonious- 
I7 and m perfect order : that there U not an event but has 
its commission ; not a misfortune wfaieh breaks its allotted 
rank ; not a trial which moves out of its appomted track. 
While calamities and crie& seem toflf in casual confusionf 
all is commanded or pennitted ; all is under the control 
of a wisdom which cannot err, of a goodness which caih- 
not do wrong. 

To explain my meaning by a few instances. When the 
spirit of the youthful reader rises in honest indignation at 
that hypocritical piety which divorced an unoffending 
Queen to make way for the lawful crime of our eighth 
Henry's marriage with Ann Boleyn ; and when that in- 
dignation is increased by the more "open profligacy which 
brought about the execution of the latter ; the instructor 
will not lose so fair an occasion for unfolding how in the 
councils of the Most High the crimes of the king were 
bverruled to the happiness of the country ; and how, to 
this inauspicious marriage, from which the heroic Eliza- 
beth spnmg, the protestant religion owed its firm stability. 

She will explain to her, how even the conquests of am- 
bition, after having dehiged a land with blood, and involv- 
ed the perpetrator ia RUilt, and the innocent victim in ruin> 
may yet be made the mstruments of opening to futurb ge- 
nerations the way to commerce^ to civilization, to Chris- 
tianity. She may remind her, as they are following Cxsar 
in Ms invasion of Britain, that whereas the conqueror, fan- 
cied he was only gratifying his own inordinate ambition, 
extending the flight of the Roman Eagle, immortalizing 
his own name, and proving that " this world was mado 
for C^sar ;** he was in reality becoming the effectual 
though unconscious instrument of leading a land of bar^ 
Marians to civilization and to science : and was in fact pre- 
paring an island of Pagans to embrace the religt6n of 
Christ. She will inform her, that when the above-named 
victorious nation had made Judea a Roman province, and 
the Jews hac> become their tributaries, the Romans did 
not know^^ipior did the indigtKitkt JFevra suspect; that tbU 
H2 
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cireuGMtan€)e.va» ooofiraiiAgao event the neit impoxw 
tant the woHd ever saw. 

For when ^ Aup^uatus sent foHh a-decree that all the 
world should be taxed ;'' he thought he was only enlarg* 
in|^ his own imperiAl power, whereas he was acting in un- 
conscious subsei*vience to the decree of a higher So«er« 
eign, and was helfiing to ascertun by a public act the ex**^ 
act period of Christ's birth j and ftimishsng a record of Ma 
extraction froiti that family froi^ which it was predicted ' 
by a long line of Prophets that he should s{»ing. Herod's 
fitrocious murder ot the innocents has added an additional 
circumstance for the confirmation of our h\^ ; nay, the 
treachery of Judas, and the injustice of Piftate^ were ik» 
human instruments employed forthesalvation of the world,. 

The youth that is not armed with Christian principles^ 
^riU be tempted to mutiny not only against the justice, but 
the very existence of a superintending Providence, in con- 
templating those frequent instances which occur in his- 
tory of the ill success of the more virtuous cause, and the 
prosperity of the wicked*. He will see with astonishment 
that it is Rome which triumphs, while Carthage, which 
hiid clearly the better cause, 4lls. Now and then indeed ■ 
u Cicero prevails, and a Cataline is subdued : but often, it 
is Caesar successful. against the somewhat juster preten- 
sions of Pompey, and against the still clearer cause of Cato* 
It is Octavius whottviumphs, and it is over Brutus that he 
triumphs I It is Tiberius that is enthroned, while Ger* 
manicus falls ! 

Thus his faith in, a righteous Providence at first view 
is staggered, and he is r^Hiy to say, Surely it is not God 
that governs the earth ! But on a fuller consideration, 
(and here the suggestions of a Christian instrttctor are pe- . 
culiarly wanted,) there will appear great wisdom in this 
very confusion of vice and virtue ; for it is calculated to 
send one's thoughts forward iq a world of retribution, the 
principle ot retribution being so imperfectly established - 
4n this. It is indeed so far common tor virtue to have the 
advantage here, in point of happiness at least, though not 
of glory, that the course of Providence is still calculated 
to prove that God is on the side of inrtue ; but still, vir- 
tue is 50 oftenomsuocessful, that cjear^jr the God of vit* 
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reserve a world of retributioo. T^ confttsed state of* 
things therefore is joat that state which is most of ail cal- 
culated to coti&mi the deeplj considerate ^nind m the he- 
lief ofa futttre state: For if all were even here, or rtrf 
nearly so, should we not &ay *^ Justice is already satisfiedi 
aod there fl^^c^ no^her world ?-' On the other hand, if 
vice always triumphed^ should we not then be ready to 
9rgoe in &voub of vice rather than virtue, and to vn^A for 
no other world ? 

. It serins so very kop^^tant to ground yoirog' persons in 
^beikf that they will not inevitably meet in tbb world 
with reward and success according to their merits but to 
habituate thetn to expecte ven the most virtuous attempts^ 
to be often, though not alwajrs disappokited, that I am in 
danger of tautology aa this point* This feet is predsety 
what history teaches. The truth should be plainly told ta 
the young reader ; and the antidote to that eviH which 
mistaken and worldly people would expect to arise fron& 
divulging this discouraging doctrine is faith, Theim-^ 
pertapce of faith, therefore, and the necessity of it to reaf,, 
unbending, ttid persevering virtue, is surely made plain by 
profane history itself* For the same thing which happenf' 
to states and kings, happens to private life and to indivi* 
duals. 

Distrust and diffidence in our own judgment seems t» 
be also an important instruction to be learnt from history* 
How contrary to all expectation do the events therein re^*^ 
corded commonly turn out t and yet we proceed to fore« 
te! this and that event from the appearances pf things un» 
der our own observation^ with the same arrogant certainty 
as if we had never been warned by the monitory annals of 
umnMnd. 

There is scarcely one great event in history which 
does mH, in the issue, produce effects upon which hu* 
man foresight could never have Cttlci»lated. The success 
of Augiistu^ against his country produced peace in many 
distant provinces, who thus c<rased to be harrassed and 
tormented by this oppressive republic. Could this effect 
have been foreseen, it nught have sobered the dcspmr 
•f Cato> and checked the vehemence of Brutus^ lii-p^- 
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Htiost in short in erer^ thuig except in momls and reti<> 
.■^io&f all is, to a considerable degree, uncertain. Tliis 
reasoning is not meant to shew that Cato ought not to 
h9c<fQfbughty but that he ought not to hare deafionded even 
after the last battle ; and certsdnly, even upon his own ^ 
principles, ought not to have killed himself. It would 
be departing too much from my object to opplf this argu« 
ment against those who were driven to unreasonable dis* 
trust and despair by the late successes of a neighbouring 
nation. 

But all knowledge will be comparatively of little val« 
ue, if we neglect self-knowledge ; and of self-knowledge 
history and biography may be made successful vehicles. 
It will be to little purpose that ouc pupils become accu-^ 
rate critics on the characters of others while they re* 
main ignorant of themselves ; for while to those who ex- 
ercise a habit of self-application a book of pro&ne history 
inay be made an instrument oi improvement in this difii- 
Gult science; so without this habit the Bible itself may , 
in this view, be read with little profit. 

it will be to no purpose that the reader weeps over the 
fortitude of the Christian hero, or the constancy of the 
martyr, if she do not bear in mind that she herself is call- 
ed to endure her own common trials with something of 
the same temper : if she do not bear in mind that, to con- 
trol irregular humours and to submit to the daily vexa- 
tions of Ufe, will require, though in a lower degree, the 
exertion of the same principle, apd supplication for the 
aid of the same spirit which sustained the Christian hero 
in the trying conflicts of life, or the martyr in his agony 
at the stake. 

May I be permitted to suggest a few instances, l^ way 
of specimen, how both sacred and common history n^ay 
lend to promote self-knowledge ? And let me again re- 
mind the warm admirer of suffering piety under extraor- 
dinary trials, that if she now £iil in the petty occasions to 
which she is actually called out, she would not be likely 
to have stood in those more trying occasions which ex- 
cite her admiration. 

While she is applauding the self-denying saint who re- 
nounced his ease, or cfiose to embrace death, rather than 
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violate his duty, let ber ask herself if she has never refined 
to submit to the paltry inconvenience of giving up her com*- 
panyr or even altering her dinner hour on a Sunday, by 
.which triBing sacrifice her family might have been ena- 
bled to aUend the public worship m the afternoon. 

While she reads with horror that Belsluksxar was riot*» 
ing with his thousand nobles at the very moment when 
the Persian artny was bursting through the brazen gates 
irf Babylon; is slie very sure that she herself^ in an aK 
most equal ioiminent moment of public danger, has not 
•been nightly mdulging in every species of dissipation I 

When she is deploring the inconsistency of the hu« 
«nan heart, while she contrasts Mark Anthony's bravery 
attd contempt of ea&e at one period, with his licentious 
indulgeacies at anotiier ; or while she laments over the 
intrepid soul of Csesar, whom she had been following in 
his painful marches, or admiring in his contempt of 
death, dissolved in dissolute pleasures with the ensnaring 
<^een of Egypt ; let her examine whether she herself has 
never, though in a much lower degree, evinced something 
of the same inccHisistency ? whether she who lives per* 
haps an orderly, sober, and reasonable life during her 
summer residenQ<e Iq th^ country, does ijot plunge wiih 
little scruple in the winter mto all the most extravagant 
pleasures of the capital? whether she never carries about 
with her an accommodating kind of religion, which can be 
made to bend to places and seasons, to cUmates and cus- 
toms f which takes its tincture from the fashion without, 
and riot its habits from the principle within ? 

While shells admiring the generosity of Alextinder in 
giving away kingdoms and provinces, let her, in order to 
ascertain whether she could imitate this magnanimity^ 
take h^ed if she herself is daily seizing all the little oc- 
CasioJR of doing good, which every day presents to the 
affluent ? ffer call is not to sacrifice a province; but does 
she sacrifice an opera ticket ? She who is not doing all 
the good she can under her present circumstances, would 
not do all she foresees she shouldi in imaginary ones^ 
were her power enlarged to the extent of her wishes. 

While she is inveighing with patriotic indignation^ 
that ih a neighbottwng metropolis thirty 4heatre8 were 
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ri eveiy night in time of wtr and publie ci^mhy, h 
very clear, that in a metropolis which contains only 
three, she was not almost constantly at one of them in 
Ume of war and public calamity also ? For Uiough in^i 
national view it may malie a wide difference whether 
there be in the capital three theatres or thirty, yet, as the 
eame person can only go to one of them at once, it mil^es 
hut little difference as to the quanttmi of dissipation in 
•the indiTidual. She who rejoices at saccessfol virtue in 
a history, or at the prosperity of a person whose interests 
do not interfere with her own, may exercise her &etf* 
knowledge, by examining whether she rejoices equally at 
the happiness of every one about her ; and let htrtm 
member she does not rejoice at it in the true sense* if she 
does not labour to promote it. She who glows with rap- 
ture at a virtuous character in history, should ask her 
own heart, whether she ia equally ready to do justice 
to the fine qualities of her acquaintance, though she may 
not particularly love them ; and whether she takes* un- 
feigned pleasure in the^^ superior talents, virtues, fame, 
and fortune of those whom she professes to love, though 
she is eclipsed by them I 



In like manner, in the study of geography and natural 
history, the attention should be habitually^ turned to the 
goodness of Providence, who commonly adapts the va- 
rious productions of climates *^ .*n^f9l|Uiar wants of the 
respective inhabitants. To illi v^te my meaning by one 
or two instances out of a thousa ^ I'he reader may bo 
led to admire the considerate goodness of Providence in 
having caused the spiry fir, whose slender foliage does 
not obstruct the beams of the sun, to grow in the.4reary 
regions of the north, whose shiyenng inhabitants could 
spare none cf its scanty rays ; while in the torrid zone, the 
palm-tree, the plantain, and the banana, spread their um- 
brella leaves to break the almost intolerable fervors of a 
verticle sun. How the camel, who is the sole carrier of 
all the merchandize of Turkey, Persia, Egypt, Arabia, 
and Barbary, who is obliged to transport his incredible 
. burthens through countries In which pastures is so rare, 
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cdn subsist twciity*foiir hours wttknul foody asd can trt« 
yel) loaded, many days wUhoui water, through dry an<t 
dusty d^sensf which supply none ; and all this not from 
the habit but from the confomiaticm of the animal : for 
BatnraKsts make this coafonniiy of pow^s to elimates a 
^mle of judgment in ascertaining the native countries of 
aoimals* and always determine it to be that to which their 
powers and propenies are most appropriate. 

Thus the writers of natural history are perhaps unin« 
t^tbnally, nagnifying the operations of ProvidencOj 
when they insist that animals do not modify and give way 
to th&infiuence <^ other climaiea ; but here they too com- 
jfigxAy stop ; and here the pious instructor will comein, in 
aid of their deficiency ; lor philosophers too seldom trace 
up causes, and wonders^ and blessings to their Author. 
And it is peculiarly to be regretted that such a writer as 
9uffon, who, though not famous for his accuracy, pos- 
sessed such diversi&ed powers of description that he had 
the talent of making the driest subjects interesting ; to<* 
geiher with such a liveliness of ueimeation, that his cha- 
racters of animalsare drawn with a spirit and variety rather 
to be looked for in an historian of men than of beasts : it 
is to be regretted that this writer is absolutely inadmissi- 
ble into the library of a young lady, both on account of his 
immodesty and his impiety ; and if, in wishing to exclude 
bim, it may be thought wrong to have given him so much 
commendal^n, it is ot^y meant to show that the author is 
not led to reprobate 4^qp"H]iciples from insensibility to bis 
talents.* -rvr- 

\\ 

* GoIdsmith^s History of Animated Niture bfts muiy refereaces to » 
Dlviue Author. It is to be wished that some judicious person would mib- 
fii^ a new editi(m o^ this woi'l^ pm'ified from the indelicate and ofieB* 
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6mtheu$etf definifiom, and the nwdl benejlit rf aecuraof in lan^ 

ir ER8QNS baving be€« aceuatoinediroin their cradles 
to learn words before they knew the ideas for which tb^ 
ateod» uaualljT cootiiiue to do so all their lives, never tak- 
ing the pains to settle i» their minds the determined ideas 
which belong to them. This want oCa precise significa^ 
ticm in their words, when 4hey coioe to veason, titfteciaUy 
in morui maitffVy is the cause of verf obscure and iincer* 
tarn notions. They use thetse undetermiAed mot4s confi* 
dentlf f without nmch trouUing their heads abom a ceir* 
tain fi^d meaning, whereby^ besides the ease of it, thef 
obtain this ad^ssmage, that as io «ttch discourse th^ 
arc seldom in the rights so they are as seldom to be c(m^ 
vinced that they i^e in ihe wrong, it b^Ag just the same 
to go abpjbyb to draw those persoi^ out of their mistakes, 
who have no .settled notions, as to dispossess a vagrant^ 
his habitation who has no settled abode. The chief end 
of language being to be understood, wor^ serve not for 
that end when they do not ^excite in the hearer the sam« 
idea which they stand for in 4he mind of t^ speaker,'^* 

I have chosen to shelter myself under the brosd sane* 
tion of Uie g^neat author here quoted, with a view to ap- 
ply this rule in philology to a moral purpose ; for it ap^ 
plies to the veracity of conversation as much as to iu cor* 
rectness ; and. as strongly recommends unequivocal and 
simple trutli, as accurate and just expression^ Scarcely 
any one perhaps has an adequate conception how much 
clear and correct expressions favour the elucidation of 
truth ; and the side of truth is obviously the aide of mo- 
rals ; it is in fact one and the same cause ; and^jLi^ ^f 
course the same cause with that of true religion n^ 

It is therefore no worthless part of eduction to study 
the precise meaning of words, and the appropriate signin 
fi cation of language. To this end I know no better me- 
thod than to accustom young persons very early to define 
common words and things ; for, as definition seems to lie 
at the root of correctness, to be accustomed to define 



d by Google 



ON lifiiriiiitloirs. #1 

English words in English, would improve the understand* 
ing more than barely to know what those words are call-^ 
ed in French or Italian. Or rather, one use of learning 
other languages is, because definition is often involved 
in etymology ; tl^t is, since many English words take 
their derivation from foreign languages, they cannot be 
to accurately understood without some knowledge of 
those languages : but precision of any kind too seldom 
finds its way into the education of women. 

It is perhaps going out of my province to observe, that 
it might be well if young men also, befoi'e th^ey entered 
t>n the world, were to be famished with correct defini- 
tions of certain words, the use of which is become ra- 
ther ambiguous. For instance ; they should be provided 
with a good definition of the word honour in the fashion* 
able sense, shewing what vices it includes and what vin* 
tues it does not include : the term good comfmny^ which 
even the courtly Petronius of our days has defined as 
sometimes including not a few immoral and disreputable 
characters : religion, wfefich in the various senses assign- 
ed it by the world, sometimes means superstition, some^ 
times fanaticism, and sometimes a mere disposition to at* 
tend on any kind of form of worship : the word goodness^ 
which is made to mean every thing that is not notoriously 
bad ; ai^ sometimes even that too, if what is notoriously 
bad be accompanied by good humour, pleasing manners, 
and a little alms-giving. By these means they would go 
forth armed against many of the false opinions which 
through the abuse or ambiguous meaning of wards pass 
^o current in the world. 

But to return to the youthful part of that sex which 
is the more immediate object of this little work. With 
corr^^llefinition they should also be taUght to study the 
.shad«Fof words, and this not merely with a view to ac- 
curacy of expression, but to moral truth. 

It may be thought ridiculous to assert, that morals 
haye any connexion with the purity of language, or that 
tlie precision of truth may be violated through defect of 
critical exactness in the three degrees of comparison t 
yet how frequently do we hear from the dealers in super- 
latives, of" most admirable,'* super-excellent, and « quit^ 
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perfect*' people, who to pkin persons, not bred in the 
school of exaggeration, would appear mere commoa.cha- 
racters, not rising above the level of mediocrity 1 By this 
negligence in the just application of words, we shall be 
as much misled by these trope and figure ladies, when 
they degrade as when they panegyrize ; for to a plain and 
sober judgment, a tradesman may not be '^ the most good- 
for nothing fellow that ever « existed," merely because 
it was impossible for him to execute in ffii hour an order 
which required a week ; a lady may not be " the nK)st 
hideous fright the woiid ever saw, thoujrhthe make of her 
gown may'have been obsolete for a month ; nor rttoy one's 
young friend's father be «<^a nKMister of cruelty," though 
he may be a quiet gentleman who does not choose to live 
at watering-places, but likes to have his daughter stay at 
home with him in the coimtry. 

But of all the parts of speech the interjection is the 
most abundantly in use with the hyperbolical fair pnes. 
Would it could be added that these emphatical expletives 
.(if I itiay make use of a conti*adictory term) were not 
sometimes tuictured with profaneness ! Though I am 
persuaded that idle habit is ntore at the. bottom of tl^is 
deep offence than intended impiety, yet there is scarcely 
any error of youthful talk which wants severer castiga- 
tion. And an habit of exclamation should be rejected by 
polished people as vulgar, even if it were not abhorred 
as profane. 

The habit of exaggerating trifles, together with the 
grand female failing of mutual flattery, and elaborate ge- 
neral profession of fondness and attachment, is inconceiv- 
ably cherished by the voluminous private corresponden- 
ces in which some girls are indulged. A facility of style, 
and an easy turn of expression, ai'e dearly purchi|#ed by 
the sacrifice of that truth, sobriety, and correctness Gif lan- 
guage, and that ingenious shnpUcity of character and man- 
ners so lovely in female youth. 

But antecedent to this epistolary period of life, they 
should have been accustomed to the most scrupulous ex- 
;ictness in whatever they relate. They should maintain 
the most critical accuracy mfactaj'm dat€9^ in numbering^ 
in describing^ In shoi:t> in whatever pertains, either direet* 



d by Google 



ON 0KFIKITION.S. 95 ' 

ly or indirecUy) dosely or remotely, to the great fiinda- ' 
mental principle, Trmh, 

The conversaiion of young females is also in danger of 
being overloaded with epithets. As in the warm season 
of youth hardly any thing is seen in the true point of vi-' 
sion, so hardly any thing is named in lia-ked simpjicity ; 
and the very sensibility of the feelings is partly a cause 
•f the extravagance of the expression. But here, as in 
other points, the sacred writers, particularly of the New' 
Testament, present us with the purest model ; and its na- 
ttira) and unlaboured style of expression is perhaps not the 
meanest evidence of the truth of the gospel. There is 
throughout the whole narratives, no overcharged charac- 
ter, no elaborate description, nothing studiously empha- 
ticalj-as'if truth of itself were weak, and wanted to be 
lielped out. There is little panegyric, and less invective. ; 
none but on great, and awful, and justifiable occasions. 
The authors record their own faults with the same hones- 
ty as if they were the faults of other men, and the faults 
of other men with as little amplification as if they were 
their own. There is perhaps no book in which adjectives , 
are so sparingly used. A modest statement of the faa, 
with no colouring and little comment, is the example held 
otit tons for coiTCCting the exuberances of passion and of 
lahguage, by that divine volume which furnishes us with 
the still more important rule of faith and standard of prac- 
tice. Nor is the truth lowered by any feebleness ; for 
with all this plainness there \% so much force, that a few 
simple touches and artless strokes of Script ui*e characters 
oonlFey a stronger outline of the person delineated, than^is 
aometitnes given by the most 'elaborate portrait of more 
artificial historians. 

If ^be objected to this remark, that many parts of the 
sacrJPivrttings abound in a lofiy, figurative, and even hy- 
perbolical style ; this objection applies chiefly to the wri- 
tings of' the Old Testament, and to the prophetical and 
poetical parts of tbati But thismetaphor ical and florid style i^ 
dbdnct from the inaccurate and overstrained expression^ 
we have been censurmg; for that only is inaccuracy 
which leads to - a &l8e and inadequate conception in the 
reader or hearer. The lofty «tyle of the Eastern, and of 
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Other heroic poetry does not so mislead, for the metaptior 
is understood to be a metaphor, and the imagery is un- 
derstood to be ornamental. The style of the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament is not, it is true, plain in opposition 
V> figurative, nor simple in opposition to florid ; but it is 
plain and »mple in the best sense ; it raises no ialse idea ; 
it gives an exact impression of vhe thing it means to con- 
vey ; and its very tropes and figures, though bold, are ne- 
ver unnatural or affected. Even when it exaggerates, it 
does not misrepresent ; if it be hyperbolical, it is so either 
in compliance with the genius of Oriental language, or in 
compliance with contemporaiy customs, or because the 
subject is one which will be most forcibly impressed by a 
bold figure. The loftiness of the expression deducts no^ 
thing from the ti*uth of the circumstance, and the imagery 
animates the reader without misleading him. 



CHAPTBR X. 

On JteUgim.'^The neeetdt^ and duty of em^ HutrucHm $hetm 1^ * 
an(Ut!gif with kumm leoimh^. 

It has been the fashion of our late innovators in philo- 
sophy, who have written some of the most brilliant and 
popular treatises on education, to decry the practice of 
early instilling religious knowledge into the minds of 
children : it has been alledged Umt it is of the utmott 
importance to the cause of truth, that the mind of man 
should be kept free from prepossessions ; and ia partic* 
xilar, that every one aliould be left to form such judgment 
on religious subjects as may seem best to hb own ipasoa 
in malurer years. . 

This sentiment has received some countenance ivom. 
those who have wished, on the fairest principle, to en-, 
courage free inquiry in religion ; but it has been pushed 
to theblameable excess here censured^ chiefly by the new 
philosophers ; who, while they profess only an ingenu- 
ous zeal for truth, are in fact slily endeavouring to de- 
stroy Christianity itself, by discountenancing, under the 
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jilausible pretence of free inquiry, all aUention vhatevev 
to the religious education of our youth. 

It is undoubtedly our duty, while we are instilling 
principles into the tender mind, to take peculiar care that 
those principles be sound and just ; that the rchg^ion wo 
teach be the religion of the Bible^ and not the inventioHs 
of human error or superstition : that the principles We 
•in&ise into others, be such as we ourselves ha\*e well 
scrutinized, and not the result of our credulity or bigot- 
ry ; nor the mere hereditary, unexamined ]>rejudiccs of 
our own undisceming childhood. It may also be grant- 
ed, that it is the duty of every parent to inform the youth, 
that when his faculties shall have so unfolded themselves 
as to enable him to examine for himself those principles 
which the parent is now instilling, it will be his duty so 
to examine them. 

But after making these concessions, I would most se- 
rkHisly insist that there are certain leading and funda* 
mental truths ; that there are certain sentiments on the 
aide of Christianity, as well as of virtue and benevolence, 
in favour of which every child taught to be prepossessed ; 
and ntay it not be also added, that to expect to keep the 
sniad void of all prepossession, even upon any subject^ 
appears to be ahogetber a vain and impracticable at-* 
tempt? an attempt which argues much ignorance ot hu- 
man nature. 

I^t it be observed here that we are not combating the 
infidel ; that we ai*e not pi'oducing evidences and argu-» 
tnems \n favour of Christianity, or tJying to win over the 
ijissent of the reader to that which he dispi^ites ; but that 
we are takmg it for grantedy not only that Christiamiy is 
srue, but that we are addressing those who believe it to 
be true. Assuming, therefore, that there are religious 
pnaciples whkh are true, and which ought to be com« 
municated in the most effectual manner, the next ques- 
tion which avtaes seems to be, at what age and in what 
manner these ought to be inculcated ? That it ought lo» 
be at an early peno4 we have botb the example and the 
command of Christ ; for he himseif attended his parent» 
in their annual public devotions at Jerusalem during hi» 
ow» infaocv ; and afterwards in hU publie xnimatraMSl 

1% 
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encouragingly said, ^< Suffer Snle children to come iinio 
me.*' 

But here conceding, for the sake of argument, what 
yet cannot be conceded, that some good reasons may t>e 
brought in favour of delay ; allowing that such impres- 
sions as are communicated early may not be very deep; 
allowing them even to become totally effaced by the sub- 
sequent corruptions of the heart and of the world ; still 
I would illustrate the importance of early infusing reli- 
gious knowledge, by an allusion drawn from the power 
of early habit in human leai*ning. Put the case, ibr in- 
stance, of a person who was betimes initiated in the ru- 
diments of classical studiei. Suppose him after quitting 
school to have fallen, either by a course of idleness or m 
vulgar pursuits, imo a total neglect of study. Should 
this person at any future period happen to be called to 
some profession, which would oblige him, as we say, to 
rub up his Greek and Laun ; his memory still retaining 
the unebliterated though faint traces of his early pursuits, 
he will be able to recover his neglected learning with less 
difiiculty than he could now begin to learn ; for he is not 
again obliged to set out with studying the simple elements ; 
they come back on being pursued ; they are found on beinf^ 
searched for; the decayed images assume shape, and 
strength, and colour ; he has in his imnd first principles 
to which to recur ; the rules of grammar which he has 
allowed himself to violate, he has not however forgotten ; 
he will recall neglected ideas, he will restime slighted 
habits far more easily than he could now begin to acquire 
new ones. I appeal to Clergymen wi>o are calle«l to at- 
tend the dying beds of such as have been bred in gross 
and stupid ignorance of reHgion, for the justness of this 
comparison. Do they not find that these unhappy peo^ 
have no ideas in common with them ? that they possess 
no intelligible mediuhi by which to make themselves un- 
derstood ? that the persons to whom they are addressing 
themselves have no first principles to which they can be 
referred ? that they are ignorant not only of the science^ 
bm the language of Christianity I 

But at worst, whatever be the event to the child, thouj^h 
in general we are encouragedi from the tenor of Scrips 
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ture and the course of experience, to hope that that' ereDt 
vrould be favourable, ia it nothing for the parent to have 
acquitted himself of his prime duly ? And will not the 
parent who so acquits himself, with better reason and 
more lively hope, supplicate the Father of mercies foi: 
the reclaiming of a prodigal, who has wandered out of 
that right path in which he had set him forward, than for 
<he conversion of a neglected creature, to whose feet ihe 
Gospel had never been offered as a light ? And how dif- 
ferent will be the dying reflections even of that parent 
whose earnest endeavours have been unhappily defeated 
by the subsequent and voluntary perversion of his child, 
from his who will reasonably aggravate his pangs by trans- 
ferring the sins of his neglected child to the number of 
his own transgressions. 

And to such well-intentioned but ill-judging parents as 
really wish their children to be hereafter pious, but er- 
roneously withhold instruction till the more advanced pe- 
riod prescribed by the great master of splendid paradox- 
es* shall arrive ; who can assure them that while they are 
withholding the good seed, the great and ever vigilant 
enemy, who assi<luousIy seizes hold on every opportuni- 
ty which we neglect, may not be stocking the fallow 
ground with tares ? Nay, who in this fluctuating scene of 
things can be assured, even if this were not certainly to 
be the case, that to them the promised period ever shaH 
arifj^e at all ? Who sli^ll ascertain to them that their now 
♦neglected child shall certainly live to receive the delayed 
instruction ? Who can assure them that they themselves 
will live to communicate it ? < 

It is almost needless to observe that parents who are 
indifferent about religion, much more those who treat k 
with scorn, are not likely to be anxious on this object ; 
it is therefore the attention of religious parents which is 
Jicre chiefly c^led upon ; and the more so, as there seems, 
on this point, an unaccountable negligence in many of 
these, whether it arise from indolence, false principles, 
or whatever other motive. 

But independent of knojvledge, it is somethings nay, 
let philosophers say what they will, il is much, to give 
* Boosieau. 
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yoath firefio89ca9iona in favour of religion^ to secure theip 
fire}udice% on its side before you turn them adrift into the 
world ; a world in which, befoix they can be completely 
armed with arguments and reasons, they will be s^sailed 
by numbers whose prepossessions and prejudices, far 
more than their arguments and reasons, att^h them to 
the other side. 

Why should not the Christian youth furnish himself 
in a good cause with the same natural armour which the 
enemies of religion wear in a bad one \ It is certain that 
to set out with sentiments in favour of the religion of our 
country is no more an error or a weakness, than to grow 
up with a fondness for our country itself. Nay, if the 
love of our countiy be judged a fair pnnciple, surely a 
Christian, who is « a citizen of no mean city,*' may lawfully 
have hu attachments too. If patriotism be an honest pre- 
judice, Christianity is not a servile one. Nay, let ua 
teach the youth to hug his prejudices rather than to ac- 
quire that versatile and accommodating citizenship of the 
worlds by which he may be an Infidel m Paris, a Pa|Mstat 
Rome, and a Mussulman at Cairo. 

Let me not be supposed so to elevate ix>litk8, or so to 
depress religion, as to make any comparison of the value 
of the one with the other, when I observe, that between 
the true British patriot and the true Christian, there wifi 
be this common resemblance : the more deeply each of 
them inquires, the more will he be confirmed in his re- 
apective attachment, the one to his country, the other to 
his religion. I speak with reverence of the imnieasura*- 
ble distance ; but the more the one presses on the firm 
arch of our constitution, and the other on that of Christia- 
nity, the stronger he will find them both. Each challenges 
scrutiny ; each has nothing to dread but from shallow po- 
liticians, and shallow philosophers; in each intimate know- 
ledge justifies prepossession ; in each investigation Con- 
firms attachment, 

If we divide the human being into three component 
parts, the bodily, the intellectual, and the spiritual, is it 
not reasonable that a portion of care and attention be as- 
signed to each in somedegree adequate to its importance? 
Should J venture to say a fi^ portion, a portion adapted 
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to tbe real comparative value of each, would not that con- 
demn in one word the whole system of modern education?. 
Yet the rational and intellectual part being avowedly more 
valuable than the bodily, while the spiritual and immortal 
part exceeds even the intellectual still more than that^sur- 
passes what is corporeal ; is it then acUng according to 
the common rules of proportion ; is it acting on the prin*. 
ciples of distributive justice ; is it acting with that good 
sense and right judgment with which the ordinary busi-* 
nesft of this world is usually transacted, to give the larger 
proportion of time and care to that which is worth the 
least ? Is it fair that what relates to the body and the or- 
gans of the body^ I mean those accomplishments which 
address themselves to the eye and the ear, should occupy 
almost the whole thoughts ; that the intellectual part should 
be robbed of its due proportion^ and that the spiritual part 
should have almost no proportion at all ? Is not this pre- 
pMing your children for an awful disappointment in the, 
tremendous day when they shall be stripped of that body». 
of those senses and organs, which have l>een made almost 
the sole objects of theirattention, and shall feel themselves 
left in possession of nothing but that spiritual part which 
in education was scarcely taken into the account of their 
existence ? 

Surely it should be thought a reasonable compromise 
(aad.1 am in &ct undervaluing the object for the impor- 
tai^ of which I plead) to suggest, that at least two-thirds 
of that time which is now usurped by externals, should 
be restored to the rightful owners, the understanding and 
the heart; and that the acquisition of religious know- 
ledge in early youth, should at least be no leaa an object of 
sedulous attention than the cultivation of human learning 
or of outward embellishments It is also reasonable to. 
suggest, that we should in Christianity, as in arts, scien- 
ces, or languages, begin with the beginning, set out with 
the simple elements, and thus ^< go on unto perfection/* 

Why in teaching to draw do you begin with straight 
lines and curves, till by gentle steps the knowledge of 
outline and proportion be attained, and your picture be 
completed ; never losing sight, however, of the elemen- 
tary lines and curves ? why in nptusic do you set out with 
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the simple notes, and pursue the acquisuioti through all 
its progress, still in every stage recurring to the notes ?♦ 
why in the science of numbers do you invent the simplest 
methods of conveying just ideas of computation, still re-' 
ferring to the tables which involve the fundamental rules ? 
why in the science of quantity do me« introduce the pupil 
at first to the plainest diagrams, and clear up one difficulty ' 
before they allow another to appear I why in teaching Ian-* 
guages to the youth do you sedulously infuse into his mind 
the rudiments of syntax ? why in parsing is he led to re- 
fer every word to its part of speech, to resolve every sen- 
tence into its elements, to reduce evei7 term to its origi- 
nal, and from the first case of nouns, and the first tense of 
verbs, to explain their formations, changes, and dependen-. 
cies, till the principles of language become so grounded, 
that, by continually recurring to th6 rules, the speaking 
and writing correctly are fixed into a habit ? why all this, 
b\it because you uniformly wish him to be grounded in' 
each of his acquirements ? why, but because you are per-- 
suaded that a slight, and slovenly, and superficial, and ir-' 
pegulai' way of instruction, will never train him to excel- 
lence in any thing ? 

Do young persons then become musicians, and paint- 
ers, and linguists, and mathematicians, by early study and 
regular labour ; and shall they become Christians by ac- 
cident ? or rather, is not this acting on that very prij^fii- 
ple of Dogberry, at which you probably have often laugh- 
ed ? • Is it not supposing that religion, like "reading 
and writing, comes by nature ?" Shall all those accom- 
plishments " which perish in the using" be so assiduous- 
ly, so systematically taught ? Shall all these habits be so 
carefully formed, so persisted in, as to be interwoven with 
our very make, so as to become as it were a part of our- 
selves, and shall that knowledge which is to make us> 
** wise unto salvation" be picked up at random, cursorily, 
or perhaps not picked up at all ? Shall that difficult' di- 
vine science which i*cquires <« line upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept," here a little and there a little; which 
parents, even under a darker dispensation, were required 
** to teach their chMrcn diligent ly, and to talk of it when' 
Aey sat down in their house, and when they walked bf 
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the way, and when they lay down, and when they rose up ;'* 
.shall this knowledge be by Christian parents deferred, or 
taught slightly ; or be superseded by things of little com- 
parative wonh ? 

Shall the lively period of youth, the soft and impress!* 
ble season when lasting habits are formed, when the seal 
cuts deep into the yielding wax, and the impression is 
more likely to be clear and strong ; shall this warm and 
favourable season be suffered to slide by, without being 
turned to the great purpose for which not only youth, but 
life, and breath, and being, were bestowed ? Shall not that 
'•' faith without which it is impossible to please God ;*' 
shall not that " holiness without which no man can see 
,the Lord ;*' shall not that knowledge which is the foun- 
dation of [aith and practice ; shall not that charity without 
which all knowledge is sounding brass and a tinkling cym- 
bal, be impressed, be inculcated, be info reed, as early, as 
constantly, as fundamentally, with the same earnest push- 
ing, on. to, ppntiniial progress, with the same constant re- 
ference to first principles, as are used in the case of those 
Arts which merely adorn human life ^ Shall we not seize 
the happy period when the memory is strong, the mind 
and all' its powers vigorous and active, the imagination 
busy and all alive, the heart flexible, the temper ductile, 
the conscience tender, curiosity awake, fear powerful, 
hiu|p eager, love ardent ; for inculcating that knowledge, 
ana impressing those principles which are to form the 
character, and fix the destination for eternity ? 

Or, if I may be allowed to address another and a still 
more dilatory class, who are for procrastinating all con- 
cern about religion till we are driven to it by actual dis- 
tress/like the sailor who said, " he thought it was always 
time enough, to begin to pray when the storm began." 
Of these I would ask, shall we, with an unaccountable de- 
liberation, defer our anxiety about religion till the man and 
woman are become so immersed in the cares of life, or so 
entangled in its pleasures, that they will have little heart 
or spirit to embrace a new principle ? a principle whose 
pi^ecise object it will be to condemn that very life into 
which they have already embarked ; nay to condemn al- 
niost all that they have been doing and thinking ever skicc 
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thejr began to act or think? Shall we, I say, begin now ? 
or shall we suffer those instructions, to receive which re^ 
quires all the concentrated powers of a strong and healthf 
mind, to be put off till the day of excruciating pain, till the 
period of debility and stupefaction f Shall we wait for 
that season, as if it were the most favoin-able for religious 
acquisitions, when the senses shall have been palled by 
excessive gratification, when the eye shall be tired with 
seeing, and the ear with hearing ? Shall we, when the 
whole man is breaking tip by dis^ise or decays expect tha^ 
^the dim apprehension will discern a new science, or the 
'obtuse feelings delight themselves with a new pleasure I 
a pleasure too, not only incompatible with many of the hi- 
therto indulged pleasures, but one which carries with it 
a strong intimation that time pleasures terminate in the 
^eath of the soul. 

But« not to lose sight of the important analogy on 
ivhich we have already dwe4t so much ; how preposter<- 
ous would it seem to you ta hear any one propose to an 
illiterate dying man, to set about learning even the plain- 
est and easiest rudiments of any new. art ; to study the 
musical notes ; to conjugate an auxiliary verb ; to learn, 
not the first problem in Euclid, but even the numeration 
table ; and yet you do not think it absurd to postpone re* 
ligious instruction, on principles which, if admitted at 
all, must terminate either in ignorance^ or in your prwo^ 
sing too late to a dying man to begin to learn the tot^ly 
unknown scheme of Christianity. You do not think it 
, impossible that he should be brought to listen to the 
« voice of this charmer," when he can no longer listen to 
" the voice of singing men and singing women." Yoil 
do not think it unreasonable that immortal beings should 
delay to devote their days to Heaven, till they have " no 
pleasure in them" themselves. You will not bring them 
to offer up the first fruits of their lips, and hearts, and 
lives, to their Maker, because you persuade yourselves 
that he who has called himself a « jealous God," may 
however be contented hereafter with the wretched sacri- 
fice of decayed appetites, and the worthless leavings of 
almost extinguished affections. 
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tor one cannot belicre that there is scarcely any one, 
except he be a decided infidel, who does not consider re* 

Hgiott as at least a good reversionsny thing ; as an object 
nrhich ovight always to occupy a little remote comer ot his 
map of life 5 the study of which, though it is always to 
be postponed, is however not 10 be finally rejected; which> 

. though it cannot conveniently come into his present 
scheme of life, it is intended somehow or other to take 
up before *death. This awful deception arises, partly 
from the bulk which the objects of time and sense acquire 
in our eyes by their nearfteas ; while the invisible reali- 

"ties of eternity are but faintly discerned by a feeble latth, 
through a dim and distant medium ; and partly from a 
totally false idea of the nature of Christianity, from a fa- 
tal fancy that we can repent at any future period, and that 
as amendment will always be in our own power, it wilt 
be time enough to think of reforming oUr life, when we 
should only think of closing it. 

fiut depend upon it, that a heart long hardened, I do 
not mean by gross vices merely, but by a fondness for the 
world, by an habitual and excessive indulgence in the 
pleasures of sense, is by no means in a favourable state to 
admit the light of divine truth, or to receive the impress 
Bions of divine grace. God indeed sometimes shows* us 
by an act of his sovereignty » that this wonderful change, 
the Gpnversion of a sinner's heart, may be produced with* 
out -the intervention of human means, to show that the 
work is HIS. But as this is not the way in which the 
Almighty usually deals with his creatures, it would be 
Dearly as preposterous for men to act on this presump* 
tion, as it would be to take no means for the preservation 
of our lives> because Jesus Chrbt raised Lazarus fro in 
the dead. 
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On the manner of intttucHng yotmg" pergons in ReUgitn, General 
remarkt on thegetuiu of Chrittiamty, 

I WOULD now with great deference address those res- 
pectable characters who are really concerned about the 
best interests of their children ; those to ^hom Chris- 
tianity is indeed an important consideration^^but whose 
habits of life have hindered them from giving it its due 
degree in the scale of education. 

Begin then with considering that religion is a part, and^ 
the most prominent part, in your system of instruction. 
Do not communicate its principles in a random, desultory 
way ; nor scantily stint this business to only such scraps 
and renjnants of time as may be casually picked up from 
the gleanings of other acquirements. " Will you bring 
to Cfod for a sacrifice that which costs you nothing ?'* 
JLet the best part of the day, which with most people 
is the earliest part, be steadily and' invariably dedicated 
to this work by your children, before they are tired with 
their other studies, while the intellectis clear, the spirits 
light, and the attention Uhfatigued. 

Confine not your instructions to mere verbal rhuals 
and dry systems; but instruct them in away which shall 
interest their fee]iii|^ ; by lively images, and by a warm 
practical application of what they read to their own hearts 
and circumstances* There seems to be no good reasoti 
that while every other thing is to be made amusing, reli- 
gion alonte must be dry and uninviting. Do not fancy 
that a thing is good mi^rely because it is dull. Why 
should not the most entertaining powers of the mind be 
supremely consecrated to that subject which is most wor- 
thy of their full exercise I The misfortune is, that reli- 
gious learning is too often rather considii^ as an act of 
the memory than of the heart and feelings ; and that 
children are turned over to the dry work of getting by 
rote as a task that which they should get from example 
and animated conversation. Teach them rather, as their 
blessed Savlbur taught, by interesting parableS| which 
while they corrected the heart, left some exercise for the 
ingenuity in their solation, and for the feelings ila their 
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iq^pUcation. Teach, as He taught, jby seizing on stir- 
rounding objects, passing events, local circumstances, pe- 
culiar characters, apt allusions, just analogy, api>ropriate 
Illustration. Call in all creation, animate and inanimate 
to your* aid, and accustom your young audience to 

Find tonnes in trees, books in the runningf brooks. 
Sermons in stones, and good in every thing. 

Do, according to your measure of ability, whs^t the Holy 
Spirit which indited the Scriptures has done, always take 
jthe sensibility of the learner into your account of the fa- 
culties which are to be worked upon. " For the doc- 
trines of the Bible,'' as the profound and enlightened 
Bacon observes, " are not proposed to us in a naked logi- 
cal form, but arrayed in the most beautiful and striking 
colours whicb creation affords." By those illustrations^ 
used by him " who knew what was in man," and there- 
fore best knew how to address him, it was, that the unlet- 
tered audiences of Christ and his Apostles were enabled 
both to comprehend and relish doctrines, which would 
not readily have made their way to their understandings, • 
had they not first t<^uched their hearts ; and which would 
have found access to neither the oae nor the other, had 
they been delivered in dry, scolastic disquisitions. Now 
these audiences not being lea me d, may be supposed to 
have been nearly in the state of children, as to their re- 
ceptive faculties, and to have required nearly the same 
sort of instruction ; that is, they were more capable of 
being affected with what was simple, and touching, and 
lively, than what was elaborate, abstruse, and unaffecting. 
Heaven and earth were made to furnish their contribu- 
tion, when man was to be taught that science which was 
to make him wise unto salvation. If that be the purest 
eloquence whioh most persuades, then no eloquence is 
so powerful as that of Scripture ; and an intelligent 
Christian teacher will be admonished by the mode of 
Scripture itself, how to communicate its truths with Hfe 
suid spirit ; « while he is musing, the fire hums ;" that 
lire which will preserve him from an insipid and freezing 
mode of instruction. He will moreover, like- his «reat 
Master, always carefully keep up a quick sense of the 
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personal imeresi (he pupil has merely reHgious imtrne- 
tiofi which is impressed upon htm. He will teach aa 
Paul pra^d, ^ with the spirit, and with the understanding 
also ;'' and in imitating this great model he wit! necessa- 
rily avmd the opposite faults of two different sort of ill- 
structors : for while some of our divines of the highe^r 
class have been too apt to preach as if mankind had only 
intellect) and the lower and more popular sort as if they 
had only passions, do you boiTow what is good from both, 
and address your pupils as beings compounded of botlt 
imderstanding and affections.* • 

Fancy not that the Bible is too difficult and intricate 16 
^ presented in its own naked form, and that it pussies 
and bewilders the youthful understanding. In all need- 
All and indispensable points of knowledge the darkness of 
Scripture, as a g^eat Christian philosophf^t has observ* 
ed) << is but a partial darkness, hke that of Egypt, which 
knighted only the enemies of God, while it left his chil- 
dren in clear day." And if it be really the appropriata 
character of Scripture, as it tells us itself that it is, «< td 
enlighten the ^es of the blind," and ^ to make wise the 
simple," then it is as well calculated for the youthful and 
uninformed as for any other class ; and as it was never 
expected that the greater part of Christians should be 
learned, so is learning, though of inestimafaJe value in a 
teacher of theology, no fential qualification for a com- 
mon Christian ; for which reason Scripture truths ai^ 
expressed with that clear and simple evidence adapted to 
the kind of assen£ which they require. He who could bring 
an unprejudiced heart and an unperverted will would bring 
to the Scriptures the best qualification for understanding 
and receiving them. And though they contain things 
which the pupil cannot comprehend, (as what ancient 

• The zeal ami di%eDee with which the Biahop of London's weekly 
lectures have heen attended by peraoos of all ranks and descriptiooa^ 
but more espeeially by that class to whom this little work is addressed, 
is a very promising circumstance for the age. And while one eonsidera 
with pleasure the advantages pecnliarly to be derited by the youiigfrom 
Ko interesting and animated an enpoaition of the Gospel^one is farther 
led to rejoice at the countenance given by such high autltoiity to the re* 
\ifal of that excellent, but too much neglected, practice of leclur^es* 
t Mr. Boyle. 
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|i^t, hi8t«Mian> or orator does not^^ the teacher may ad- 
df ftsa to him the worda which Christ addi^i»ed to Peter, 
** What I do, thou knowest not now, but lliou shalt knoiy 
hereafter/* 

YotHig pec^e who have been taught religion in a dry 
«)d superficial way, who have had all its drudgeries and 
none of its pleasures, will probably have acquired so lit- 
tle relish for it$ as to consider the continued prosecution 
of their reUglous studies as a badge of their tutelage, as 
a mark that they are still under subjection ; and will look 
forward with impatience to the hour of their emancipa- 
tion from the lectures on Christianity* They wjill lo^g 
£ov the period when its lessons shall cease to be dt^liver- 
ed ; . will conclude that, having. once attained such an aget 
and arrived at the required proficiency* the object will be 
accompUshed, and the labour at an end. But let not your 
.children ^ so lisarn Christ." Appvize them, that no spe- 
.^ific day will ever arrive on which they shall say> 1 hav€ 
^^tained ; but inform them, that every acquisition mus( 
he followed up ; knowledge must, be increased ; prejudi- 
ces subdued ; gpod habits rooted i evil ones, eradicated ; 
dispositions strengthened ; principlea cemfimied ^ till^ 
.going on from strength to strength, they c^me «* to tho 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.'' 

But though serious instruction will not only be unin- 
teresting but irksome if conveyed to youth in a mere di- 
^tic ways yet if their affeciions are suitably engaged» 
their. hearts, so far from necessarily revolting^ as some 
insist they will, often receive the most solemn truths with 
alacrity. It is the manner which revolts them^ and not 
the thing. 

As it is notorious that men of wit and imagination have 
been the most formidable enemies to Christianity '^ while 
men, in whom those talents have been consecrated to 
Grod, have been some of her most useful champion^, take 
particular care to press that ardent and ever^active pow- 
er, the imagination^ into the service of religion ; this 
bright and busy faculty will be leading its possessor into 
perpetual peril, and is an enemy of peculiar potency till 
it come to be employed in the cause of God. It is a li- 
on, which though worldly prudence indeed may cifain ao 
K3 
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«s to prermt ootivuti misebief, yet ibe CMillgikC^ renxidte 
witbin ; btii when sanctified by Cbmtiaolty^ the imagi^ 
ttsdoa is a lion temied ; you hare aU the betiefit of it» 
strength and its activity^ diyested of its mischief. God 
nevtr bestowed that mMe hot restless h^ta^f untlMMii in«» 
tending it to be an instnnnent oi tiis own glory ; thoog^ 
tt has been too often set »p m rebeUien agaiiiist hkn : be* 
eaitse^ in its yombliH stirrings, while i^l aUire to eirii, It 
has not been seized upon to ^g^ for kscighlfiAl Sovc^-^ 
retgR^ bnt was early enhated with little c^pedtion wilder 
thebannersof the world, the ftesh, and the defiL Ro^ 
gion is the only subject in wfakh, under the guidance of 
an holy and 8ober«>minded prudence, this discursive k^ 
eukf can safeiiy streuih iu powers^ and expand it»enei^ 
gies. But let it be rcinembered, that it must be a BonmA 
and genuine Christianity wbkh can alene so^chasdae aftd 
regulate the tmaginatton, as toreatrain k&«m those' ei^ 
jrors and exeeasea into wldk^h a fidse, a mistakefiy an i»^ 
regular reUgiony has too cJten plunged it» inju^saii^ 
and iiMnatructed professor. T^ seeirre the ifiimgin«ti<»i. 
therefore on the s^le side, and, if i* may change^the me^ 
taphor, to put it under the dtreotion of it&trve pilot ia 
the dtormy Toyage of lile-, is like engaging^ those poteoti 
elements, the wind and tide, in your favoui*. 

In your communiGationa with youn^ pcK^k, take eare 
to conYtuee them that as religion is* not a bu^ness to- be 
iaid aside with the lesson, so neithev is k a single braneb 
of duty; some detached thing, whiek tike an'an orn. 
hmgoage is to be practised separate^, and to haire i^ 
dtstmct periock and- modes of operation^ But let theia 
understand, tkal commcHi acts, by the spirit m wbiiii 
they are to be petformed, are to be made acts of religioik 
that Christianity may be considered as having sooMsthii^ 
of that Htfiuence over the conduct which tfxtetmA grace 
has over the manners ; ^ as it i» not the performuuee of 
Bome pariacular aet whack denominates any one to bo 
graceful, grace being a spirit diffused through the wliolo 
system which aniniiites- every sentiment, and informs, 
evevy action ; as she who has true persowd grace hnsilt 
-uniformly, and is not s^netisnes awkward and sometimes 
olegaiH i do>es- not sometiines kqr it down md sometimes 
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Mk« k opf so religion h not an ^etcmmml m^ bm sit 
ndwettiBg pmdple^ an iiKwrao^bt faobk, a pOFvading 
and lolbf ma^ spirit, frooi wMch hid««d ev^ytict demoB: 
all it» 1^ ami energy, and bt«ittf * 

Givetliem clear vkrws of ilm Iwoad diaenmhwdoo bo- 
im^ecnpracikalfel^ioBawiworldfymovalkf Slsowthoaci 
^t na good^fiialmea aare ganvnne bot such &% florv from 
the red^^Mi e< Gbrist Liet them lean* «ba( the tirtuxta 
which the bettor aeot of pevpksy who yet are desthwto Of 
orue Cbmmmikff incidcale andptae^itcy n^semMe tliooo 
^tmooB lOliiolt haW ^o love; 0fi (iod ior tbeir mm^ev joot 
«a cmmaeeStk eoin resosabka storlkig ^eld i they nttf 
lla^, it h^ troot corfaia^ poiaci o£ reseaaUaifoe vruh the 
eiihcrs f they aoi^ be bri^t and sbhiiacg f they tore pof- 
bi^iho koage and the mtpevicvfpuxmf Itmt they eir«r 
i»tt^ the tnce dietivguishiBg paroperticfr; they want aier* 
Mag vahief fnMiiyf and we^glia^t Thcpf may iadoed poia 
eiitnvnf in the frafiieof thia wmtld^ bee wfoeft biOOgh« «a 
liM^ tooch^Mie, ^oy widi be iiMiod f ndt e£ alloy;, wbon 
velgbed tui the babB«e*o€ the sanotuftry) " th«f wiM be 
lovnd warning ;^ they: will nol statid tiiacfliial tiM^hfcli 
k tO'fteparito ^ tite ppccii»<i» from the tite/^ they well 
>fiot <^ abide diedaf of iah oomiag what ia ^l&« a tfeHaov^a 

One erroviato whkh. e^iea aacae good poe|Aoare: apt fR> 
IbU^ ioihat of eadeaooiiri]^ to deceive young fmwda by 
'ijomporii^ ei^^cfittstiv ia oed^ toailm^ thoiti to btf-^ 
eoaie f«%ksi]8V thcf^oabibit feb»?y orfimt^ ovinadisii«K«re 
mwa^of Cbriadafiltf > and wMe thef vt^^s&tt k aa it 
really is, at a life of sofwvior hafif«Me^ aod «[tiRincag6y> 
J^^ eooceaft its dlfficv^ties^ an^d ^e the: lesuiiiteal <lhU 
nese iiERsaiDnairieflff excenuatev o« mikif or deny, tvtdk 
I»n6 of it w are least aiteriiig ta hamaw ptUe. Bat be- 
sides thatv tke pm^^tfiailo wicb thctu. as it did With t4s& 
JeiSttits ; all; ^sm«^ ia btfd ;^ and a>|SoiM A^awd is a oomraf- 
dietion i«» t^onvtf ^i^eh- ought ^ br 6wbd»iAF the roMlsh 
o£ papal-tl^uiliiiioi^ 

Instead of reprrosenting to tfoe yoang Chtlatisfik^ tliat k 
rmf be possible by aprudeattnge^tiiiy atonee to pnesidOi, 
iHih eq^l ardoi^r and success, worldly fame and^ eternid 
l^oryy woo^ivi^beifierelMii^Bile totl^hiisi'&My asui 
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imambigootttly that there are two distmcUroadsi between 
which there ia a broad boundarr' line ? that ^ere are two 
irreconcileable interests ; that he must forsake the one if 
he would cleave to the other I that there are two sorts of 
characters at eternal vanance I that nothing short of ab- 
solute decision can make a coii£rmed Christian ? Point 
tmt the different sorts of promises annexed to these dif- 
ferent sorts of characters. Confess in the language «^ 
Christ how the man of the world often obtains ^uid it is 
the m^ural course of human thmgs) the recompense he 
sedulously seeks. *< Verily I say unto you they have th^ 
reward." Explain the bekitudes on the other handy and 
unfold what kind of specific reward is there individaally 
promised to its concomitant virtue. Show your pupU 
that to that <^ poverty ofsjurit" to which the kingdom of 

.hoiveais promised^ It would be inconsistent to expect 
that tl^ recompense of human commendi^ioii sM>uld be 

ialso attached ; that to that ^ {mrity of heart^ to which 

' the beatific vision is imaexed, it .would be unreasopablo 
to suppose you can unite the praise of lioentioQs witS) or 
the admiration of a catch dub. These will be beslowed 
on their a^ropriate «id ccnrrespcHKling merits. Do not 

« enlist them under fisdse colours. Different sons of re- 
wards are attached to different sorts of services ; and 
while you truly assert that religion's waya are ^* w^s of 
pleasantness^ and alii' her paths are peace^Ttake care 
that you do not lead them to depend too excli^vely on 
worldly happiness and earthly peacey for thesa make no 
part of the covenant ; they may be superadded) but they 
were never stipulated in the eoQtraci. 

But if> in order to. attract the young taa religiow 
course, you disingenuously conceal its difficiduesy wlule 
you are enlarging upon its pleasures, you will tenwt them 
to distrust the truth of Scripture iiselH for what will 
they think, not only^of a. few detached te^s, but of the 
general cast and ct^or <rf the Gospel wft^i contrasted 
with your represeiUation. of it ? Wlmt n^fti^i will thef 
conceive of '* the strait gait*' and 'f narro^ir way V* of tb© 
MBputation of « « i%ht hand ?" of the ex^sion of a «« right 
eye ?" of the other 8troDg.metaphor8 by which the Chri»» 
tian war&re is ste^wed out ? of" cnj^wfying the flesh V 
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^ « morttfybg the old man ?" of « dfinfc «ato sih ?" of 
« overc^Mning the worid ?" Do you not ihiok tfeeir meek 
toid compassionate Saviour who died for your chiidreft 
loTOd them as well as you love them ? And if this vrerv 
his language, ought it not to be yours ? It b the ian^ag^ 
of true love ; of that lore with which a merciful God 
loved the world, when he spared not his own Son. Do 
not then try to conceal from themi that the life of ft 
Christian is necessarily of^site to the life of the worid t 
Md do not seek, by a vain attempt at aecomsmodation, t^ 
teconcile that difference which Chrisi himself has pro^ 
nounced to be irreconcileabie. 

May it not be partly owing to the want of a due intro» 
dvction to the knowledge of the real nature and spirit of 
religion, that so tnany young Christkns^ who set ont in a 
fair and Bourishing way, decline and wither when they 
come to perc^ve the requisitions of experimental Chris*- 
tkmity I requibitions which they had not suspected of ma* 
king any part of the plan. 

People are no mare to be choated into religion than into 
Jearning. The same spirit which inBuences your oath in 
a coinrt of justice should mfiuence your discourse in that 
toi^n erf equity-^your family. Your children should b« 
Cold the truth, tho whole truth, and nothing but the truths 
ll is unnecessary ip add, that it must he done gradually and 
dkcreetly. We know whose example we have for post«^ 
ppning that which the mind is not yet prepared to receiye : 
^ I have many things yet to say to you, J)ut ye cannot 
bear them now." Accustom Uicm to reason by analogy* 
Kfl^I^in to them that great woriiUy attainments are never 
made .without great sacrifices ; that the merchant cannot 
boc«»ne rich ' without industry ; the ^atesman emipeni 
without labour ; the scholar leamied without study ;, tho 
hero renowned without danger : would it not then, on 
human principles, be um'oasonable to think that the Chris* 
tian alone shmld obtain a triumph without a warfare ? the 
highest prise with the lowest exertions I an eternal crown 
vdjdiout a present cross ? and that heaven is the only re^ 
WM^ which the idle may reckon upon I No : though sal- 
vation '♦ be the g{ftoi God,'* yet it roust be worked QUt.*'' 
Convince your young friends, however, that in this case 
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Ihe difficttltf bears no proportion to the prize ; though in 
one respect the point of resemblance falls, and that most 
advantageously for the Christian : for while, even by the 
most probable means, which are tne union of talents with 
diligence, no human prosperity can be insured to the 
worldly candidate ; while the most successful adventurer 
may fail by the fault of another ; while the best concerted 
project ofthe statesman maybe crushed ; the bravesthero 
lose the battle ; the brightest genius fail of getting brea4 > 
and while, moreoTer. the pleasure arising from success in 
these may be no sooner tasted than it is poisoued by a more 
prosperous rival ; the persevering Christian is safe and 
certain of aUaining his object : no misfortunes can defeat 
his hope ; no competition can endanger his success ; for 
though another gain, he will not lose. Nay, the success 
•f another, so for from diminishing his gain, is an addi- 
tion to t ; the more he dlifuses, the richer he grows j 
and that mortal hour which cuts off for ever the hopes of 
worldly men, crowns and consununat^ his. 

Beware at the same tiffie of setting up any act of self- 
denial or mortificatioT} asiue firocuring cause of salvation. 
This would be a presumptuous project to purchase that 
eternal life which is declared to be the " ireegift of God.'* 
This would be to send your children, not to the Gospel to 
learn their Christianity, but to the Monks and Acetics of 
the middle ages j it would be sending them to. Peter the 
Hermit, and the holy fathers of the Desert, and not to Pe- 
ter the Apostle and his Divine Master. Mortification is 
not the price ; it is notliing more than the discipline of a 
soul of which sin is the disease, the diet prescribed by the 
great physician. Without this guard the young devout 
Christian would be led to fancy that abstinence, pilgri- 
mage, and penance might be adopted as the cheap substi- 
tute for the subdued desire^ the conquered temptationt 
and the obedient will ; and would be almost in as much 
danger, on the one hand, of self-righteousness arising from 
austerities and mortification, as she would be^on the other» 
from self-gratification in the indulgences of the world. 
AimJ while you caFefuUy Impress on her the necessity x>f 
living a life of strict obedience if she would please God, 
da not neglect to reiokid hep also that a complete renun- 
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^laVion of h€P own performances as a ground of merit 
purchasing the favour of God by their own intrinsic worth 
is included in that. obedience. 

It is of the last importance, in stamping on young mln^ 
a true impression of the genius of Christianity, to possess 
them with a conviction that it is the purity of the motive 
which not only give worth and beauty^ but which, in a 
Christian sense, gives life and soul to the best action : nay, 
that while a right intention will be acknowledged and ac* 
cepied at the final judgment, even without the act, the aet 
itself will be disowned which wanted the basis of a pure 
design. *' Thou didst well that it was in thy Aeari to 
build me a temple," said the Almighty to that Monarch 
whom yet he permitted not to build it. How many splen<* 
did actions will be rejected in the great day of retribution) 
to which statues and monuments have been raised <*A earth) 
while their almost deified authors shall be as.iftuch con- 
founded at their own unexpected reprobation, as at the 
acceptance of those " whose life the world coimted mad- 
ness.*' *» Dspart fc-om me, I never knew you," is not the 
malediction denounced on the sceptic or the scoffer, bat 
on the unfruitful wor^ker of " miracles,*' on the imsancti- 
fied utierer of ** prophecies ;*' for even acts of piety want'* 
ing the purifying principle, however they may dazzle meii) 
oft'end God. Cain sacrificed, Balaam prophecied, Hosseau 
wrote the most sublime panegyric on tlie Son of Mary^ 
Voltaire built a church ! nay, so superior was ^' « 
affectation of sanctity, that he ostentatiously declared^ that 
while others w<sre raising churches to Saintsj there was 
one man at least who would erect his church to God : that 
God whose altars he was overthrowing, whose name he 
was villifying, whose gospel he was exterminating, and 
the very name of whose Son he had solemnly pledged him* 
-self to blot from the face of the earth \ 

Though it is impossible here to enumerate all those 
Christian virtues which should be impressed in the pro- 
gress of a Christian education, yet iathis connexion I can* 
not forbear mentioning one which more immediately grows 
out of the subject ; and to remark thai the principle which 
should be the invariable concomitant of all instruction, and 
especially of religious instruction, i»humiiity. As this teni* 
^)cv is inci4catcdiaeverypag^ of ilie Gospel; as it is dcduci* 
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He fifom tvQrjr precept and every netiKm of Christ ; thut 
k a suffictent inumation that it should be made to grow 
out of every study, that it should be grafted on every acr 
|||Ut$Uii09u It is the tunung point, the leading principle . 
indkative of th« very genius vC Christiamty. This chas* 
tising qua^ty should therefore be constantly made in edu* 
catbn to opet^tn as the only counteraction of that << know* 
ledge which pt^eth up/' Youth should be taught that 
%Sk humility is the discriminating characteristic of our re- 
}igi6tr,~il)^relbre a proud Christian, a haughty disciple of 
a crucified Master^ furnishes perhaps a stronger opposition 
in terms than the whole compass of language can exhibit 
They should be taught that humility being the appropri- 
ate grace of Christianity^ is what makes Christian and Pa^ 
gan virtues caseniiaify different. The virtues of the Ro* 
mans^ for instance^ were obviou^y founded in pride ; as a 
proof of thiS) they had not even a word in their copious 
language to express humility, but what was used in a \^ 
soose^and conveyed theideaof meanness or vileness* Christ 
tianity sa stands on its. own single greundi is so far from 
assinailating itself to the spirit of other religions, that, un- 
like th«. lioraan Emperor, who though he would not be« 
cc^me a Christian, yet ordered that the image of Christ 
should be set up in the Pantheon with those of the heai* 
then godS) and be worshipped in pommon with them ; 
Christianity not only rejects all such partnerships with 
other religions^ but it pulls down their images, deiiauceei 
their temples^ tramples on their honours, founds its own 
existence on the ruins of spurious religions and spurious 
virtues, and will be every thing when it is admitted to be 
any thing. 

Will it be gokig too much out of the w^y to observe^ 
that Christian Britain retaliates upon Pagan Rome ? For 
if the former used humility in a bad sense, has not the 
tetter learnt to. use pride in a good one ? May we, with- 
out impertinence, venture to remark,, that, in the deiibe^ 
irations of as honourable and upright political assemblies 
«LS ever ?^dorncd, or, under Providence, upheld a country 4 
itt-^^rations which leave, us nothing to envy in Attic or 
Roman eloquence in their best dayA ; it were to be wished 
UMit we did. not bormiw from Rome ea epithet whieh suitf 
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ed tbt gehius of herreliglonyasmuch&sitiniHtates ag&inst 
thit of ours ? The panegyrist of the battle of Marathon, - 
of Plataea, or of Zwna, might with propriety speak of a 
"proud day," or a "proud event,** or a " proud success." 
But surely the Christian encomiast of the battle of the 
Nile may, from their abundance, select an epithet better 
appropriated to such a victory — a victory which, by prt- 
sefving Europe, has perhaps preserved that religion 
which sets its foot on the very neck of pride, and in which 
die conqueror himself^ even in the first ardors of triumphs, 
forgot not to ascribe the victory to Almighty God. Let 
us leave to the enemy both the term and the thing ; art 
rogant words being the only weapons in which we must 
ever vail to their decided superiority. 

Above all things then you should beware that your pu- 
pils do not take up with a vague, general, and undefined 
religion ; but look to it that their Christianity be really 
the religiwi of Christ. Instead of slurring over the doc^ 
trines of the Cross, as disreputable appendages to our re- 
ligion, which are to be got over as well as we can, but 
wMch are never to be dwelt upon, take care to make these 
your fundamental articles. Do not explain away th^se 
doctrines, and by seme elegant periphrasis hint at e Sa- 
viour, instead of making him the foundation stone of 
yoUr system. Do not convey primary, and plain, and 
awful, and indispensable ti*uths elliptically, I mean as 
something that is to be understood without being express* 
€d ; nor study fashionable circumlocutions to avoid namea 
and things on which our salvation hangs, in order to pre- 
vent fonv discourse from being offensive. Persons who 
are thus instructed in religion with more good breeding 
than seriousness smd simplicity, imbibe a distaste for 
plain scriptural language ; and the Scriptures themsel vet 
are so little in use with a ceruin feshionable class of rea- 
ders, that when the doctrines and language of the Bible 
occasionally occur in other authors, they present a son of 
novelty and peculiarity 'Which offend; and such readers 
as disuse the Bible are apt to call that precise and puri- 
tanical which is in fact sound and scriptural. Nay, it has 
several times happened to the author to hear persons of 
s^nse and learning ridicule insulated sentimems and elf* 

L 
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pressions that haye fiilles in their wayt xfVfih A^ W(ml4 
have treated with decent respect had they kiu>wi) theo^ 
to be, as they really were, texts of Scripture. Thiaoh* 
servation is hazarded with a view to enforce the in^i^c* 
tance of early communicating religious knowledge^ wi 
of infusing an early taste for Scripture phraseology* 

The per&ons in question are apt to acquire a kind of 
Pagan Chrbtiantty, which just enables them to hear with 
complacency of the ^ Deity,** ol* a " first cause," and of 
«^ conscience." Nay, some nn^ even go so far as to talk 
of «< the Founder of our religion," of the ^' Author of 
Christianity," in general terms, as they would talk of the 
prophet of Arabia, or the law<giver of China» of Athen^t 
or of the Jews. But their re&^ed ear^ revolt not a little 
at the unadorned name of Christ; and even the ndked 
and unqualified term of our Savlouri. or Redeenter, Ga|:> 
riea with it a queerishv inelegant, not to say a suspicious 
sound. They will ex^pi^ss a serioua disapprobation of 
what is wrong under the moral tjerm.of vic^^ or the foreiv- 
sic term of crime ; .but they are apt to think that the 
Scripture term of nn has something fanatical^i^ it : aiid, 
\vhile they discover a great respect for morality, they do 
not much relish holinH&ss» which is indeed the specific 
morality of a Christian. They will speak readily of a 
man's reforming, or leavbg off a vicious habit, or grow- 
ing more corrept in some individual practice; but theejt- 
pression of a total chavige of heart, they would stigma- 
tize as the very shibbol'^th of a sect, though it is; the Ian* 
guage of a Liturgy they affect ta admire, and of a Goa* 
pel which they profeaa to receive^ 



iftVito tu^^estedforfumUhinff ffwngpef^^oim tnth a udteme ^pto^^ 

X HOSE who are aware of the inestimal^ value of pragr- 
cr themselves, will naturally be anxious not only that this 
duty should be' eamesUy incukoted oo tlmr children, btt 
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tbat ^hy slionid be tftug^t it m the best manner ; and 
such parents need little persuasion or counsel on the sub* 
ject. Yet children of decent and orderly (1 will not say 
of stnctly religious) (iamilies are often so superficially in^ 
structed in tiiis important bunness^ that it is not unuauaU 
vrhen they are asked what prayers they use^ to answer» 
** the Lord's Prayer and the Creed.** And even some 
who are better tau^hty are not always made to understand 
With sufficient clearness the specific distincti<m between 
tire two ; that the one is the confession of their faith', 
and the other the model for their iufiftMcations. By this 
confused and indistinct beginning, they set out with a per* 
plexity in their ideas, which is not always completely 
disentangled in more advanced life. 

An intelligent mother will seize the first occasioil 
which the child's opening understanding shall allow, for 
making a little course of lectures on the Lord's Prayer, 
taking every division or short sentence separately ; for 
each furnishes valuable materials for a distinct tecture. 
The child should be led gradually through every part of 
this divine composition ; she should be taught to break 
it into all the regular divisions, into which indeed it so 
naturally resolves itself. She should be made to com- 
prehend one by one each of its short but weighty senten- 
ces ; to amplify and spread them out for the purpose of 
better tmderstMiding them, not in their most extensive 
and critical, but in their most simple and obvious mean- 
ing. For in those condensed and substantial expressions, 
every word is an ingot, and will bear beating out ; sq 
that the teacher's difficulty will not so much be what she 
shall say as what she shall suppress ; so abundant is the 
expository matter which this succinct pattern suggests. 

When the child has a pretty good conception of the 
meaning of each division, she should then be made to 
observe the connexion, relation, and dependence of the 
several parts of this prayer one upon another ; for there 
is great method and conneidon in it. We pray that the 
<' kingdom of God may come," as. the best means to 
'^hallow his name " and that by us» the obedient subjects 
oV this kingdom, ** his will may be d<Hie." A Judicious 
interpreter will observe how logically and consequent- 
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I7 one clause grows out of another, thotigh she will 
use neither the word logical nor consequence : for all ex- 
planations should be made in the most plain and familiar 
terms, it being words, and not things, which commonly 
perplex children, if, as it sometimes happens, the teach- 
er, though not wanting sense, want perspicuity and sim- 
plicity. 

The young person, from being made a complete mis« 
tress of this short composition, (which as it is to be her 
guide and model through life, too much pains cannot be 
bestowed on it,) will have a clearer conception, not only 
of its individual contents, but of prayer in general, than 
man]^^er attain, though their memory has been perhaps 
loaded with long and unexplained forms, which they have 
been accustomed to swallow in the lump without scruti- 
ny. Prayer should not be so swallowed. It is a regular 
prescription, which should stand analysis and examiua^ 
tion : it i»not a charm, the successful operation of which 
depends on your blindly taking it, without knowing what 
is in it, and in which the good you receive is promoted 
by your ignorance of its contents. 

I would have it understood that by these little com- 
Inentfi, I do not mean that the child should be put to learn 
dry, and to her, unintelligible, expositions ; and here I 
must remark in general, that the teacher is sometimes apt to 
relieve herself at the child*s expense, by loading the mem-- 
ory of a little creature on occasions in which far other fa- 
culties should be put in exercise. The child herself 
.should be made to furnish a good part of the commentary 
by her answers; in which answers she will be much assist- 
ed by the judgment the teacher uses in her manner of 
questioning. And the youthful understanding, when its 
powers are properly set at work, will soon strengthen by 
exercise so as to furnish reasonable if not very correct 
answers. 

Written forms of prayer are not only useful and pro^ 
per, but indispensably necessary. But I will hazard the 
remark, that if children are thrown exclusively on the best 
forms, if they ar« made to conamit them to memory like 
a copy of verses, and to repeat them in a diy, customary 
way, they will produce little elBfect on their minds. They 
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will not Qodemtand what they repeat^ if we do not early^ 
op^n to them the important scheme of prayer. Without 
suchan^ementaryiotroductlonto this duty,tliey will after- 
wards be cither ignorant or enthusiasts, or both. We 
should give them knowledge before we caQ expect them 
to make much progress infiietyj and as a due pre|Mirative 
to it : Christian instruction in this resembling the sun, 
who, in the course ,of his communications, gives light 
l^efore he gives heat. And to excite a spirit of devotion 
without infusing that knowledge out of which it is to 
grow, is practically reviving the popish maxim, that Igno- 
rance is the mother of Devotion, and virtually adopting 
tike popish rule, of praying in an unknown tongue. 

Children, let me again observe, will not attend to their 
prayers if they do not imderstand them ; and they will 
not understand them) if they are not taught to analyse, to 
dissect them, to know their component parts, and to me- 
thodise them. 

It is not enough to teach them to consider prayer un- 
der the general idea that it is an application to God fot 
what they want, and an acknowledgment for what they 
have. This, though true in the gross, is not sufficiently 
precise and correct. They should learn to define and to 
arrange all the different parts of prayer. And as a pre- 
parative to prayer itsglf, they should be impressed with 
as clear an idea as the nature of the subject admits, of 
« Him with whom they have to do.*' His omnipresence 
is perhaps, of all his attributes, that of which we may 
inake the first practical use. Every head of prayer is 
founded on some great scriptural truths, which truths the 
little analysis here suggested will materially assist to fix 
In their minds. 

On the knowledge that <<God is,^ that he is an infinite- 
ly holy being, and that " he is the rewarder ol all them 
that diligently seek him,^' will be grounded the first part 
of prayer, which is adoration. The crealiwe devoting it- 
self to the Creator, or Melf ^dedications next presents itself. 
And if they are first taught that important truth, that as 
needy creatures they want help, whif h may be done by 
some easy analogy, t.hey tvill easily be led lo understand 
liow naturally petition forms a most considerable branchy 

L2 
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of prayer : and divine grace being among the Uiingd for 
which they are to petition, this naturally suggests W\he 
Blind the doctrine of the influences of the Spirit. And 
when to thirf is added the conviction, which will be readi- 
ly worked into an ingenious mind, that aft offending crea* 
turcs they want pardon, the necessity of c^nfcMion wiU 
easily be made intelligible to them. But they should be 
brought to understand that it must not be such a general 
and vague confession as awakens no sense of personal 
humiliation,^ as excites no recollection of their own more 
peculiar and individual faults. But it must be a confes- 
sion founded on self-knowledge, which is itself to arise 
out of the practice, of self-examination : fof want of <his 
sort of discriminating habit, a well-meaning but ill-instruct- 
ed girl may catch herself confessing the sins of some 
dher person, and omitting those which are more especi- 
ally her own. On the gladness of heart natural ta 
youth, it will be less di&cult to impress the delightful 
duty of thanksgivings which forms so considerable a 
branch of prayer. In this they should be habituated to 
recapitulate not only their general, but to enumerate their 
peculiar, daily, and incidental n>ercies, in the same spe« 
cific manner as they should have been taught to detail 
their wants in the petitionary, and thtXv faults in the con- 
fessional part The same warmth rf>f feeling which will 
more readily dispose them to express their gratitude ta 
God in thanksgiving, will also lead them more gladly to 
express their tove to their parents and friends, by adopting 
another indispensable, and to an affectionate heart, pleas- 
ing part of prayer, which is inter cesmon. 

When they have been made, by a jrfain and perspicuous 
mode of instruction, fully to understand the different 
nature of all these ; and when they clearly comprehend 
that adoration, a eif -dedications confessijnsfietitian^ thanks^ 
giving, and inter cessiony- are distinct heads, which must 
not be involved in each other^ you may exemplify the rulies 
by pointmg out to them these successive biancbes in any 
well written form. And they will easily di&ceni, that as- 
cription of glory to that God to whom we owe so much, 
and on whom we so entirely depend, is the conclusion 
into which a Christianas prayer wiU naturally i-es^v© it» 
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It is hardly needful to remind the teacher that oor truly 
Scriptaral Liturgy iitvariabiy fai*mshes the exunp^e of 
presenting every request in the name of the great Medi« 
ator. In the Liturgy too they will meet with the best 
exemplifications of prayers, exhibiting separate speci* 
mens of each of the distinct heads we haTe been suggest* 
ing. . 

But in order that the minds ; of young persoos.may^ 
without labour or difficulty, be gradually brought into 
such a state of preparation as to b^ benefited by such a 
Mttle course of lectures as we liave recommended ; they 
should, from the time when they were first able to reac^ 
h^ve been employing themselves at their leisure hourst 
in laying in a store of provision for their present de^ 
Aiands. And here the memory may be employed to 
good purp<Me ; for being the first faculty which is ripen* 
cd, and which is indeed perfected when the others afe 
only beginning to unfold themselves, this is an intima- 
tion of Providence that it should be the first seised on for the 
best uses. It should therefore be devoted to lay in a 
stock of the more easy and devotional parts of Scripture. 
The Psalms alone are an inexhaustible store*house of 
rich materials.* Children whose minds have been, early 
well furnished from these, will be competent at nine or 
ten. years old to produce from them, and to select with 
no contemptible judgment suitable examples of all thie 
parts of prayer ; and will be able to extract and appropri- 
ate texts uflder each respective head, so as to exhibit, 
without help, complete specimens of every part of pray- 
er. By confining them entirely to the sense, and nearly 
to the words of ^ripture, they will be preserved from 
enthusiasm, from irregularity, and conceit. By being 
Obliged continually to apply for themselves, they will get 
a habit in all their difficulties, of ^* searching the Scrip^ 
tures," which may be useful to them on future and more 

* This vUl be 9Q &r from. spfHliog t|^ Q}^eifttlnes9, or impeding 
the pleasures ot childhood, that tl?e author knows a litlle girl who, be- 
foie she was seven years old, had learnt the whole Psalter throngh fl 
second time ; and that withont any dirainmion of uneomroon gaiety of 
spirits^ or any inteifsr^nee with the €lef imt acquii^emeut» suited t« hfi^ 
sUitUVk 
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trying occaiions* But I would confine them to Ifae Bibte ; 
&>r were tfaey allowed with equal freedom to ntfi«act 
other books with a view to get helps to embelUsh 
their little compoutions, or rather comfHlattoiiSy they 
might be tempted to pass off for their own what they pick 
up from others^ which might tend at once to make them 
both vain and deceitful. This is a temptation to which 
Uiey are too much kdd open when they get comi&ended 
for any piKeired passage with which they decorate their 
little themes and letters. But in the present in^ance 
there is no danger oi any similar deception, for there is 
such a sacred signature stamped on every Scripture phraser 
that the owner's name can never be defaced or torn oflT 
from the goods, either by fraud or violence. 

It would be well, if in those Psalms which children 
were first directed to get by heart, an eye were had ta 
this their future application ; and that they were empl(^-. 
ed, but that without any intimati<m of your subsequent 
design, in learning such as may be best turned to this ac- 
count. In the ISdth the first great truth to be imprint* 
ed on the young heart, as wa4 before observed, is un-^ 
folded with such a mixture of majestic grandeur, and 
such an interesting variety of intimate and local circum- 
stances, as is likely to seize on the quick and lively feeU 
ings of youth. The awful idea that that Being whom 
she is taught to reverence, is not oldy in general << ac-. 
quainted with all her ways," but that, << he is about 
her path, and about her bed,'* bestows such a sense of 
real and present existence on Aim of whom she is apt to 
conceive as having hb distant habitation only in'Heaven^ 
as will help her to realize the sense of his actual presence.. 

The 103d Psalm will open to the mind rich and abun- 
dant sources of expression for gratitude and thanks-^ 
giving, and it includes spiiitual as well as temporal fa- 
vours. It illustrates the mercies of God, by familiar 
and domestic images, of such peculiar tenderness and en* 
dearment, as are calculated to strike upon every chord 
of filial fondness in the heart of an affectionate child; 
The 5 Isu supplies an infinite variety of matter in what- 
ever relates to confession of sin, or to supplication for 
the aids of the Spidt. The 23d abounds with captivat* 
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ing eicpressions of the protecting goodness of their heav- 
enly Father, conveyed by pastoral imagery of uncom- 
mon sweetness : in short, the greater part of these beau- 
tiful Compositions overflow with materials for every head 
of prayer. 

The child who, while she was engaged in learning 
these Scriptures, was not aware that there was any spe- 
cific object to be answered by it, will afterwards feel an 
unexpected pleasure arising from the application of her 
petty labours, wh^n she is called to draw out from her 
little treasury of knowledge the stores she has been col- 
lecting ; and will be pleased to find that without any 
fresh application to study, for she is now obliged to ex- 
ercise a higher faculty than memory, she has lying ready 
in her mind the materials with which she is now called 
upon to work. Her judgment must be set about se- 
lecting one or two, or more texts which shall contain 
the substance of every specific head of prayer before no- 
ticed ; and it will be a farther exercise to her understand- 
ing to concatenate the detach^ parts into one regular 
whole, occasionally varying the arrangement as she likes ; 
that is, changing the order, sometimes beginning with 
invocation, sometimes with confession ; sometimes dwell- 
ing longer on one part, sometimes on another. As the 
hardships of a religious Sunday are often so pathetical- 
ly pleaded, as making one of the heavy burdens of reli- ' 
gion ; and as the friends of religion are so often called 
upon to mitigate its rigours, might not such an exer- 
cise as has been here suggested help to vary its occupa- 
tions ? 

The habits of the pupil being thus early formed, her 
memory, attention, and intellect being bent in a right 
direction, and the exercise invariably maintained, may 
one not reasonably hope that her affections also, through 
divine grace, may become interested in the work, till 
«he will be enabled " to pray with the spirit and with 
the understanding also V* She will now be qualified 
to use a well composed form with seriousness and ad- 
vantage ; for she will now use it not mechanically, but 
rationally. That which before appeared to her a mere 
•mass of good words, will now appear a significant c<Mn- 
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position) exhibiting variety, and order, and beatHy ; and 
she wiU have the firther adva|itage of being enaUed by 
her improved judgment to distinguish and select for her 
own purpose tuch as are more judicious and more scripf> 
tural: 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

The pra/cUctd tiset of female knowledgel — Sketch of the female cha* 
racter.^—^ comparative view of doth texes, 

L HE chief end to be proposed in cultivating the under- 
standings of women, is to qualify them for the practical 
purposes of life. Their knowledge is not often like the 
learning of men, to be reproduced in some literary com- 
position, nor ever in any learned profession ; but it is to 
come out in conduct A lady studies, not that she may 
qualify herself to become an orator or a pleader ; not that 
she may learn to debate, but to act. She is to read the 
best books, not so much to enable her to talk of them, as 
to bring the improvement which they furnish, to the rec- 
tification of her principles, and the formation of her ha- 
bits. The great uses of st|}dy are to enable her to regu- 
late her own mind, and to be useful to others. 

To woman therefore, whatever be her rank, I would 
recommeifld a predominance of those more sober studies, 
which, not having display for their object, may make her 
wise without vanity, happy without witnesses, and content 
without panegyrists ; the exercise of which will not bring 
celebrity, but improve usefulness. She should pursue 
every kind of study which will teach her to elicit truth ; 
which will lead her to be intent upon realities ; will give 
precision to her ideas ; will make an exact mind ; eveiy 
, study which, instead of stimulating her sensibility, will, 
cbftstlse it? which \Till give her definite nptions; will 
M 
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Jbring the imagination under dominion ; will lead her to 
think, to compare, to combine, to methodise ; which will 
confer such a power of discrimination, that her judg- 
ment shall learn to reject what is dazzling if it be not so- 
lid ; and to prefer, not what is striking, or bright, or newy 
but what is just. That kind of knowledge which is ra- 
ther fitted for home consumption than foreign exporta« 
tion, is peculiarly adapted to women. 

It is because the superficial nature of their education 
furnishes them with a false and low standard of intellec-' 
tual excellence, that women have sometimes become ri- 
idiculous by the unfounded pretensions of litewiry vanity : 
for it is not the really learned but the smattei*ers, who 
have generally brought their sex into discredit, by an ab- 
surd affectation, which has set diem on despising the du- 
ties of ordinaty life. There have not indoed been want- 
ing (but the character is not now common) firecieusea ri^ 
iUcults, who, assuming a superiority to the sober cai'es 
which ought to occupy their sex, have clsdmed a k^y 
and supercilious exemption from the dull and plodding 
drudgeries 

Of this <Km i^ieok called earth ! 

who teve aff^Scted to establish an unnatural separation b€* 
tween talents and usefulness, instead of beanng in mind 
that talents are the great appointed instruments of iiseful- 
iiess ; who hare acted as if knowledge were to confer on 
woman a kind of fantastic sovereignty, which should cx- 
cfcerate her from female duties ; whcteas it is only 
meant the more eminently to qualify her for the perform- 
ance of them. For a woman of real sense will nevei* 
forget, that while the greater part of her proper duties 
are such as the most moderately gifted may fulfil with 
credit, (since Providence never makes that to be very- 
difficult, which is generally necessary,) y6tthe most high- 
ly endowed are equally bound to ftilfil them ; and the 
humblest of these offices, performed on Christian princi- 
ples, are wholesome for the minds even of the most en- 
lightened, and tend to the casting down of those high im- 
aginations which women of genius arc too much tenipte^ 
to indulge* 
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For instance : ladies whose natural vanity has been ivif- 
{^ravatedby a false education, may look do\vtion£coTio7ni/ 
as a vulgar attainment, unwortliy of tljc attention of an 
hi$2^hly cultirated intellect ; but this is the false estimate 
of a shallow mind. Economy, such as a woman of for- 
tune is called on to practise, is not merely the petty de- 
^il of small daily expenses, the shabby curtailments and 
stinted parsimony of a little mind operating on little con«» 
c€ms ; but it is the exercise of a sound judgment exert- 
ed in the comprehensive outline of order, of arrangement, 
of distribution ; of regulations by which alone well go- 
vemed societies, great and small, subsist. She who has 
the best re|;alated mind w^l, otlier things being equal, 
have the best regulated &mily. As in ,tpe supcrinten- 
danee of the universe, wisdom is seen in its effects ; and 
as in the visible works of Providence, that which goes on 
with such beautiful regularity is the result not of chance 
but of design ; so that management which seems the 
most easy is commonly the consequence of the best con- 
certed plan. A sound economy is a sound understanding 
brought into action : it is calculation realized ; it is the 
doctrine of proportion reduced to practice ; it is foresee- 
ing consequences and guarding against them ; it is ex- 
pecting contingencies said being prepared for them. The 
dlfTerence is, that to a narrow minded vulgar economist 
the details are continually present ; she is overwhelmed 
by their weight, and is perpetually bespeaking your pity 
for her labours and your praise for her exertions ; she is 
afraid you will not see how much she is harrassed. Little 
events, and trivial operations, engross her whole soul ; 
while a womail of sense, having provided for their pro^^ 
bable recurrence, guards against the inconveniences, 
without being disconcerted by the casual obstructions 
^bich they offer to her general scheme. 

Superior talents however are not so common, as, hf 
Iheir frequency, to offer much disturbance to the general 
course of human affairs ; and many a lady, who tacitly 
accuses herself of neglecting her ordinary duties because 
she is 9k genius^ will perhaps be (bund often to accuse her- 
self as unjustly as goed St. Jerome, when he laments 
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Iftat he was beaten by the Angel for being too CiccoH^ji/ 
an in his style .^ 

The truth is, women who arc so puffed up with the 
conceit of talents as to neglect the plain duties of life, 
will not frequently be found to be women of the best abil- 
ities. And here may the author be allowed the gratifica- 
tion of observing, that those women of real genius and 
extensive knowledge, whose friendships have conferred 
honour and happiness on her own life, have been in gen- 
eral eminent for economy, and the practice of domestic 
virtues : and greatly superior to the pobr affectation of 
despising the duties and the knowledge of common life. 

A romantic girl with a pretension to sentiment, which 
her still more ignorant friends mistake for genius, ( for in 
ihc empire of the blind the one-eyed are kings) and pos- 
sessing something of a natural ear, has perhaps in her 
childhood exhausted all the images of grief and love, and 
fancy, picked up in her desultory poetical reading, in an el- 
egy on a sick linnet or a dead lap-dog ; she begins thence- 
forward to be considered as a prodigy in her little circle | 
surrounded with flatterers, she has no opportunity of get- 
ting to know that her fame is derived not from her pow- 
ers> but her positions ; and that when an impartial critic 
shall have made all the necessary deductions, such as-— 
that she is a neighbour, that she is a relation, that she is 
a female, that she is young, that she has had no advan- 
tages, that she is pretty perhaps — when her verses come 
to be stripped of all their extraneous appendages, and the 
f^r author is driven off her 'vantage ground of partiality, 
sex, and favour, she will commonly sink to the level of 
ordinary capacities; while those quieter women, who 
have meekly sat down in the humble shades of prose and 
prudence, by a patient perseverance in rationd studies^ 
rise afterwards much higher in the scale of intellect, and 
Squire a stock of sound knowledge for far better purpo- 
ses than mere display. And, though it may seem a con« 
tradiction, yet it will generally be found true, that girls 
who take to scribbling are the least studious. They early 
ticqulre a false confidence in their own unassisted powers ; 
it becomes more gratifying to their natural ranity to be 
• See Dr. Qwca* 
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# 
mlways pooroig otittfaeir minds qq paper, than to be draw* 
Ing inta them fresh ideas from licher somces. The ori- 
ginal sftock) small perhaps at first, is soon spent ; and the 
subsequent efforts grow more and more faint, if the niind, 
vhich is continually exhausting itself^ be not also con- 
dually replenished ; till the latter compositions become 
Uttle nsore than reproductions of the same images, a ILitle 
varied and niodified perhaps, and not a little diluted and 
enfeebled. 

These self-taught, and self-dependent scribblers pant 
for the unmerited praise of &ncy and of genius, while 
they disdain the commendation of judgment, knowledge^ 
<md perseverance which would be within their reach* To 
extort admiration they are accustomed to boast of &n im- 
possible rapidity in composing ; and while they insinuate 
how little time their performances cost them, they in- 
tend you should infer how perfect they might |iavc made 
them had they condescended to the drudgery of applica- 
tion. They take super^ous pains to convince you that 
there was neither learning nor labour employed in the 
work for which they solicit your praise : the judicious 
eye too soon perceives it ! though it does noi perceive 
that native strength and mother-wit, which in works of 
real genius make some amends for the negligence, which 
yet they do not justify, but instead of extoiiing these ef- 
fosions for their facility, it would he kind in fricivds ra« 
ther to blame them for their crudeuess : and when the 
young pretenders are eager to prove in how short a time 
s«ch a poem has been struck off, it would be well to re- 
gret that they had not either taken a longer time, or 
forbom from writing at all j as in the former case the 
vroxk wotdd have been less defective, and in the latter 
the writer would have discovered more humility and self* 
distrust, 

A general capacity for knowledge, and*the cultivatiefr 
of the unclerstariding at large, will always put a woman in* 
to the best state for directing her pursuits into those par-^ 
ticular channels which her destination in' life may afier- 
l^ards require. ' But , she should be carefully instructed 
that her talents are only means to a stiil higher attain* 
teent) atxd that she is not to rest m (k^m aa an end i ihafe 
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iaerc^f to exercise them as instruments Hcur the acqnittUon 
of fame and the promoting of pleasure^ is subversive of 
her delicacy as a >voman, and contrary to the spirit of a ' 
Christian. 

Study, therefore, is to be considered as the means of 
strengthening the mind, and of fitting it for higher du« 
ties, just as exercise is to be considered as an instrument 
ior strengthening the body for the same end. And thci 
valetudinarian, who is religiously punctual inthe obser* 
yatice of his daily rides to promote his health, and reayt in 
that as an end, without so much as intending to make his 
improved health an instrument of increased usefulness, 
acts on the same low and selfish principle with her who 
reads merely for pleasure and for fame, without any de^ 
sign of devoting the more enlarged and invigorated mind 
to the glory of the Giver. 

• But there is one human consideration, which would 
perhaps more effectually tend to d^g^j^in an aspiring wo* 
man the ardours of literary vanity X^ speak not of real 
j^enius) tlian any which she will derive from motives of 
humility, or propriety, or religion ; which is, that in the 
judgment passed on her performances, she will have.t^ 
encounter the mortifying circumstance of having her sex 
always taken into account, and her highest exertions will 
probably be received with the qualified approbation, t/iu$ 
ii is really extraordinary /gr a vtoman. Men of learnings 
who are naturally inclined to estimate works in proportion 
as they appear to be the result of art, study, and institution^ 
are apt to consider oven the happier performances of the 
other sex as the spontaneous productions of a fruitful but 
bhallow soil ; and to give them the same sort of praise 
':ivhich we bestow on certain sallads, which often draw 
from us a sort of wondering commendation ; not indeed 
as being ^vorth much in themselves, but because by th^ 
lightness of the earth, and a happy knack of the gardener, 
these indifferent cresses spring up in a night, and there-* 
fore one is ready to wonder they are no worse. 

As to men of sense, however, they need be the less in- 
{mical to the improvement of the other sex, as they them-r 
selves will be sure to be gainers by it; the enlargement 
e>f >lie fgpaale understandii^ b^ing tl^e most likely means 
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to put 9iXk end ta those petty cstviU and contentions for 
equalitft which female smatterers so anxiously maintain. 
I say smatterers, for between the first class of both sexes 
the question is much more rarely and always more tem- 
perately agitated. Co-operation and not competition is 
iiMleed the dear principle we wish to see reciprocally 
adopted, by those higher minds in each sex y^hich really 
approximate the nearest to each other. The more a wo- 
naan's understanding is improvedf the more obviously she 
will discern that there can be no happiness in any society 
.ishere there is a perpetual struggle for p6 wer ; and the more 
ber judgment is rectified, the more accurate views will 
she take of the station she herself was bom to fill, and th» 
xsore readily will she accommodate herself to it; wliile 
the most vulgar and ill-informed women are ever most 
inclined to be tyrants, and those always struggle most 
Tehemently for power who would not fail to make the 
worst use of it when attained. Thus the weakest rea- 
soners are always the most positive in debate ; and the 
cause is obvious, foe ihey are luiavoidably driven to nuin* 
tain their pretension by violence, who want arguments 
and reasons, to prove that they are in the right. 

There is this singular difiference between a woman vain 
of her wit, and a woman vain of her beauty ; that the beaU"* 
ty, while she is anxiously alive to her own fame, is often 
indifferent enough about the beauty of other women ; 
and provided she herself is sure of your admiration, she 
does not insist on yoiir thinking that there is another 
kandsome woman in the world ; while she who is vain of 
her genius, more libc^ral at least in her vanity, is jeajous 
for the honour of her whole sex, and contends for the 
equality of their pretensions, in which she feels, thut her 
own^are involved. The beauty vindicates her own rights, 
the wit, the rights of women ; the beauty fights for her- 
self, the wit, foi? a party ; and while the more selfish 
though moderate beauty 

\raald but ISe queen for Iife» 

the public spirited wit struggles td abrogate the Saliqu^ 
iiiw of intellect, and to enthrone 
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At tli€ revivftl of tetters in the sixteenth and -the fof*- 
lowing century, the controversy about this equality Yrfi% 
agitated with more warmth than wisdom ; and the process 
was instituted and carried on, on the part of the female 
complainant, with that sort of acrimony which always 
raises a suspicion of the justice of any cause. The bo* 
velty of that knowledge which was then bursting out 
from the dawn of a long dark night, kindled all the ar- 
dours of the female mind, and the ladies fought zealously 
for a portion of that renown which the reputation of learn- 
ing was beginning to bestow. Besides their own pensy 
they had for their advocates all those needy authors wh(^ 
' had any thing to hope from their power, their riches, or 
their influence ; and so giddy did some of these literary 
ladies become by the adulation of their numerous pane^ 
gyrists, that through these repeated draughts of inebria^ 
ting praise, they grew to despise the equality for which 
they had before contended, as a state below their merit 
and unworthy of their acceptance. They now sconced to 
^itigate for what they already thought they so obviously 
possessed, and nothing short of the palm of superiority 
was at length considered as adequate to their growing 
elaims^ When court-ladies and princesses were the can- 
didates, they could not long want cham^Hons to support 
their cause ; by these champions female authorities were 
J;)roduced as if paramount to facts ; quotations from these * 
female authors were considered as proofs, and their point* 
blank assertions stood for solid and iri'efragablc argu- 
ments. In those parasites who offered this lK)mage to 
female genius, the homage was therefore the effect nei- 
ther of truth, nor of justice, nor of conviction. It arose 
rather out of gratitude, or it was a reciprocation of fiat* 
tery ; it was sometimes vanity, it was often distress, 
•which prompted the adulation : it was the want of a pa- 
troness ; it was the want of a dinner. Wlv/en a lady, an4 
especially as it then often happened, m hen one who was 
noble or royal, sat with graiityiflig docility at the fgot of a 
professor's chuir ; when she admired the philosopher, or 
took upon her to protect the theologian, whom his rivals 
among his own sex were tearing to pieces, what could 
the gratpful prgfes^gt ©r «ki>gh^ Uieologian do lesa in 
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IX turn, than make the apotheosis of her who had had the 
penetration to discern his merit, and the spirit to reward 
it ? Thus in fact it was not so much her vanity as his own 
that he was often flattering, though she was the dupe of 
her more deep and designing panegyrist. 

But it is a httle unlucky for the perpetuity of that fanre 
which the encomiast had made over to his patroness, in 
the never-dying records of his verses and orations, that in 
the revolution of a century or two, the very names of the 
flattered are now almost as little knqwn as the works of 
the flatterers. Their memorial has fieriahed with them ;* 
an instructive lesson, that whoever bestows, or assumes a 
reputation disproportioned to the merit of the claimant) 
will find it as little durable as solid. For this literary war- 
fare which engaged such troops of the second-hand au- 
thors of the age in question in such continual skirmishes, 
and not a few pitched battles ; which provoked so much 
rancour, so many volumes, and as little wit ; so much van- 
ity and so much flattery, produced no useful or lasting ef- 
fect. Those who promised themselves that their names 
would outlive " one half of round eternity,'* did not reach 
the end of the century in which the boast was made ; and 
those who offered the incense, and those who greedily 
snuffed up its fumes, are buried in the same blank obli- 
vion I 

But when the temple of Janus seemed to have been 
closed, or when at worst the peace was only occasionally 
broken by a slight and random shot from the hand of some 
single straggler ; it appears that though open rebellion 
had ceased, yet the female claim had not been renounced ; 
it had only (if we may change the metaphor) lain in abey- 
ance. The contest has recently been revived with added 
faryiand with multiplied exactions ; for whereas the an- 
cient demand was merely a kind of imaginary prerogative, 
a speculative importance, a mere titular right, a shadowy 
claim to a few unreal acres of Parnassian territory ; the 
revived contention has taken a more serious tuiii, and 
brings forward political as well as intelleetual pretensions : 
and ijpong the innovations of this innovating period, the . 

* See Brintome^ Pere laJBiloine^ Mons. TkOQ»a% &o. 
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imposiog term ofri^hta has be«n produced to sanctify the 
claim of our female pretenders, with a view not only to 
rekindle in the minds of women a presumpiuous vanity 
dishonourable to their sex, but produced with a view to 
excite in their hearts an impious discontent with the post 
which God has assigned them in this world. 

But they little understand the true interests of woiaant 
who would lift her from the important duties of her allot- 
ted station, to fill with fantastic dignity a loftier but less 
appropriate niche. Nor do they understand her true hap* 
f>iness, who seek to annihilate distinctions from which she 
derives advantages, and to attempt innovations which 
Would depreciate her real value. Each sex has its pro* 
per excellencies, which would be lost were they melted 
down into the common character by the fusion of the 
new philosophy. Why should we do away distinctions 
which increase the mutual benefits, and enhance the sa- 
tisfactions of life ? Whence, but by carefully preservin,^ 
the original marks of difference stamped by the hand of 
the Creator, would be derived the superior advantage of 
mixed society ? Have men no need to hav% their rough 
angles filed off, and their harshnesses and asperities smooth* 
ed and polished by assimilating with beings of more soft- 
ness and refinement ? Are the ideas of women naturally 
so very judicious, are their principles so invincibly firnri) 
are their views so /ter/ectly correct, are their judgments 
so comfiletely exact, that there is occasion for no addition-^ 
al weight no superadded strength, no increased clearness^ 
none of that enlargement of mind, none of that additional 
in vigoration, which may be derived from the aids of the 
stronger sex ? What identity could advantageously su- 
persede an enlivening opposition and an interesting va- 
riety of. character f Is it not then more wise as well as 
more honourable to move contentedly in the plain path 
which Providence has obviously marked out to the sex, 
and in which custom has, for the most part, rationally con- 
firmed them, than to stray awkwardly, unbecomingly, and 
unsuccessfully, in a forbidden road ? Is it i^ot desirable to 
be the lawful possessors of a lesser domestic terrilgcy, ra* 
ther than the turbulent usurpers of i wider^ forei^ em- 
pire ? t© be good originals, rather than bad imilfitors \ to 
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b© the best thki^ of one's ovfn kind, rath^ tiam an infe- 
rior thing even if it were of an higher Idnd ? to be ex- 
cellent womeO) ratlier than indifferent men } 

Is the aathor then undervahnng her own sex ?— No. 
It is ber ^eal for their tnie interests which leads her to 
oppose their imaginary rights. It is her regard for their 
happiness which makes her endeavour to cure them of a 
feverish thirst for fame. A little Christian humility and 
sober-mindedness arc worth all the wild metaphysical dis- 
cussion, which has unsettled the peace of vain women, and 
forfeited the respect of reasonable men. And the most 
elaborate definition of ideal rights, and the most hardy 
meastn'es for attaimng them, are of less value in the eyes 
of a truly amiable woman, than *<that meek and quiet 
spirh, "Which is in the sight of <3od of great price." 

Natural propensities best mark the designations of Pro- 
vidence as to their application. The fin was not more 
clearly bestowed cm the fish that he should swim, nor the 
wing given to the bird that he should fly, than superior 
strength of body and a firmer texture of mind was given 
to man, that he might preside in the deep and daring 
scenes of action and of council ; in government, in arms^ 
in science, in commerce, and in those professions which 
demand a higherTeach, and a wider range of powers. The 
true value of woman is not diminished by the imputation 
of inferiority in these respects ; she has other requisites, 
better adapted to answer the ends and purposesof her be- 
^gi l>y Him *' who does all things well ;** who suits the 
agent to the action ; who accommodates the instrument 
to the work. 

Let her not then Tiew witb pining envy the keen satir- 
ist, hunting vice through all the doublings and windings 
of the heart ; the sagacious politician, leading senates, and 
directing the fate ofempires ; the acnte lawyer, detecting 
the obliquities of fraud ; and the skilful dramatist, expos- 
ing the pretensions of folly : but let her ambition be con-t 
soled by reflecting, that those who thus excel, to all that 
nature bestows and books can teach, must add, besides, 
that consummate knowledge of the world to which a deli- 
cate woman has nofeir avenues, and which even if she 
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Gould Attain sbc would Dever be supposed to h«reibf80 
honestly by. 

In almost all that comes under the description of polite 
letterS} in all 4hat captivates by imagery or warms by just 
and affecting sentiment, women are excellent Theypos*- 
sess in a high degree that delicacy and quickness of per- 
ception, and that nice discernment between the beautiful 
and defective, which comes under the denomination of - 
taste. Both in composition and action they excel in de- 
tails ; but they do not so much generalize their ideas as 
jnen, nor do their minds seize a great subject with so large 
a grasp. They are acute observers, and accurate judges 
of life and manners, as far as their own sphere of observa- 
tion extends ; but they describe a smaller circle. A wo- 
man sees the world, as it were, from a little elevation in 
her own garden, whence she makes an exact survey of 
home scenes, but takes not in that wider range of distant 
prospects, which he who stands on a loftier eminence 
commands. Women have a certain tact^ which often ena- 
bles them to feel what is just more instantaneously than 
they can define it. They have an intuitive penetration into 
character bestowed on them by Providence, like the sen- 
sitive and tender organs of some timid animals, as a kind 
of natural guard, to warn of the approach of danger, be- 
ings who are often called to act defensively. 

In summing up the evidence, if I may so speak, of the 
different powers of the sexes, one may venture, perhaps, 
to assert, that women haVe equal /^ar/«, but are inferior in 
wholenesa of mind, in the integral understanding ; that 
though a superior woman may possess single faculties in 
equal perfection, yet there is commonly a juste r propor- 
tion in the mind of a superior man ; that if women have 
in an equal degree the faculty of fancy, which creates ima- 
ges, and the faculty of memory, which collects and stores 
ideas, they seem not to possess in equal measure the fa- 
culty of comparing, combining, analysing, and separating 
these ideas ; that deep and patient thinking which goes to 
the bottom of a subject ; nor that power of arrangement 
which knoAvs how to link a thousand connected ideas in 
one dependent train, without losing sight of the original 
idea, out of which l4»e rest grosv, and on which they aft 
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han^. The liemaie too, wanting steadiness in her intellec- 
tual pursuits, is perpetually turned aside by her charac- 
teristic tastes ami feelings. Woman, in the career of ge- 
nius, is the Atalanta, who will risk lodng the race by run*^ 
ning out of her road to pick up the golden apple ; while 
<her male competitor, without, perhaps, possessing great- 
er natural strength or swiftness, will more certainly at- 
tain hh object, by direct pursuit, by being less exposed to 
the seductibns of extraneous beauty, and will win the race^ 
ftot by excelling in speed, but by despising the bait.* 

Here it may be justly enough retorted, thati as it is al- 
lowed the education of women is so defective, the alleged 
inferiority of their minds may be accounted for on that 
ground more justly than by ascribing it to their natural 
make. And, indeed, there is so much truth in the re- 
mark, that till women shall be more reasonably educated, 
and till the native growth of their minds shall cease to be 
stinted and cramped, we have no juster ground for pro- 
nouncing that their understanding has already reached its 
highest attainable point, than the Chinese would have for 
affirming that their women have attained to the greatest 
possible perfection in walking, while the first care is,. du- 
ring their infancy, to cripple their feet. At least, till the 
female sex are more carefully instructed, this question 
vnll always remain as undecided as to the degret of differ- 
ence between the masculine and feminine understanding! 
as the question between the understandings of blacks and 
whites ; for until Africans and Europeans are put more 
neariy on a par in the cultivation of their minds, the shades 
of distinction, if any there be, between their native pow* 
ers, can never be fairly ascertained. 

And when we see (and who will deny that we see it 
frequently ?) ^p many women nobly rising i'roni under all 
the pressure of a disadvantageous education and a defect- 
ive system of society, and exhibiting the most unambigu- 
ous marks of a vigorous understanding, a correct judg- 

* What indisposes even reasonable women to concede in tkese p(Mntff 
isy that the weakest man instantly lays hold on the concession ; and, on 
the mere ground of sex, plumes hi uisetf on his own individual supAtfoiilgH 
tuferriog^ that the Ittliest man is lapeiior to the -first-rate woBptiuk 

"' ■ N 
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menl> and a sterling piety, it reminds, one of those ^init^ 
lights, which have now and then burst out through all 
the " darkness visible" of the Romish church, have dis- 
encumbered themselves from the gloom of ignorance^ 
«nd shaken off the fetters of prejudice, and risen superior 
to all the errors of a corrupt theology. 

But whatever characteristical distinctions may exist ; 
whatever inferiority may be attached to woman frcm the 
slighter frame of her body, or the more circumscribed 
powers of her mind, from a less systematic education, and 
from the subordinate station she is called to fill in life ; 
there is one great and leading circumstance which raises 
lier importance, and even establishes her equality. CAn>- 
tdamty has exalted women to true and undisputed dignity ; 
in Christ Jesus, as there is neither ** rich nor poor," 
*' bond nor fiee/* so there is neither " male nor female."' 
In the view of that immortality, which is brought to light 
by the gospel, she has no superior. Women (to borrow 
the idea of an excellent prelate) make up one half of the 
human race ; equally with men redeemed by the blood of 
Christ. In this their true dignity consists ; here their best 
pretensions rest, here their highest claims are allowed. 

Al^ disputes then for pre-eminence between the sex- 
es have only for their object the poor precedence for 
a few short years> the attention of which would be better 
devoted to the duties of life and the interest of eternity. 

And as the final hope of the female sex is equal, so are 
their present means, perhaps, more favourable, and their 
opportunities, often, less obstructed than those of the other 
sex. In their Christian course w^men have every supe- 
rior advantage, whether we consider the natural make of 
their minds, their leisure for acquisition in youth, or their 
subsequently less exposed mode of life. Their hearts 
are naturally soft and flexible, open to impresi^ioiTS of 
iQve and gratitude ; their feelings tender and lively : all 
tiiese are favourable to the cultivaticm of a devotional spi- 
rit. Yet while we remind them of these benefits, they 
will do well to be on their guard lest this very softness 
and ductility l^y them more open to tlie seductions of 
temptation and error. 

They have in the native constitution of their minds, as 
well as fi-cm the relative situations thejr are called to fill, a 
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certain sense of attachment and dependance, which is pe- 
iHiliarly favonrable to religion. They feel, perhaps, more 
intimately, the want of a strength which is not tlieir own*. 
Christianity brings that superinduced streni^ih ; it comes 
in aid of their conscious weakness^ and offers the only 
true counterpoise to it. " Woman, be thou healed of 
thine infirmity,** is still the heart cheering language of a 
gracious Saviour. 

Women also bring to the study of Ghristianity fewer of 
those prejudices which persons of the other sex too often 
early contract. Men, from their classical education, ac- 
quire a strong partiality for the manners of pagan antiqui-^ 
ty, and the documents of Pagan philosophy : this, togeth-^ 
er with the impure taint caught from the loose descrip^ 
tions of their poets, and the licentious language evert of 
their historians, (in whom we i^easonably look for mora 
gravity,) often weakens the good impressions of young 
men, and at least confuses their ideas of piety, by mixing 
^em with so much heterogenous matter. I'heir very 
spiiits are embued all the week with the impure follies 
of a depraved mythology ; and it is well if even on Sunday* 
they get to hear of the " true God, and Jesus Christ whomt 
he has sent.** While women, though struggling with 
the same natural corruptions, have commonly less knowl- 
edge to unknow, and fewer schemes to unlearn ; they 
have not to shake off the pride of system, and to disen- 
cumber their pinds from the shackles of favourite theo- 
ries ; they do not bring from the porch or the academy 
any " oppositions of science'* to obstruct their reception 
of those pure doctrines taught on tlie Moimt : doctrines 
which ought to find a readier entrance into minds unin- 
fected with the pride of the school of Zeno, or the liber- 
tinism of that of Epicurus. 

And as women are naturally more affectionate than fists- 
tidioud ; they are likely both to read and to hear with a 
less critical spirit than men : they will not be on the watch 
to detect errors, so much as to gather improvement ; they- 
have seldom that hardness which is acquired by deeding 
deeply in books of controversy, but are itiore inclined to 
works which quicken the devotional feelings, than to such 
as awaken a spirit of doubt and skepticism* They ars* 
less disposed to consider the compositions they penxBe> 
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at mattrialt <m which to ground objectio&s and answu^ 
thao as helps to £aith aftd rules of life, With these ad- 
yantageS) however, they should also bear in mind that 
their impressions being often less abiding, and their rea* 
son less open to cmviction, by means of the strong evi* 
dences which ei^ist in favour of the truth of Christianity, 
» they ought therefore, to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which they have heard, lest at any time they 
iriioilld let them slip/' Women are also from their do« 
mestic habits, in possession of more leisure and tranqu|Ui« 
^ for religious pursuits, as well as secured from tKbse 
difficulties and temptations to which men are exposed in 
the tumult of a bustling world. Their lives are moro 
iiQtf<»'m) less agitated by the passions, the businesses, 
the contentions, the shock of opinions and of interests 
ivhioh conviulM the world. 

If we have d^ued them the talents which Tpight lead 
them to excel as lawyers, they are praserved from the- 
peril of having their principles warped by that too indis- 
criminate defence of right and wrong, to which the pro^ 
Ihssors of the law are exposed. If we should question 
their title to eminence as mathematicians, they are happi« 
jy exempt from the danger to which men devoted to that 
science are said to be liable ; namely, that of looking £>p 
demonstration on subjects, which, by their very nature, 
are incapable of a£Ebrding it* If they are less conversant 
in the powe» of nature, the structure of the human frame, 
and the knowledge of the heavenly bodies, than philoso- 
phers, physicians, and astronomers ; they are, however, 
delivered from the error into which many of each oi these 
have son^times fallen, I mean from the fatal habit of rest* 
Ing in seccmd causes, instead of referring all to the first ; 
instead of making '< the heavens declare the glory of God, 
ancf proclaim his handy work ;*' instead of concluding, 
when they observe, " how fearfully and wonderfully we 
are made, marvellous are thy works, O Lord, and that my 
soul knoweth right well." 

And let the weaker sex take comfort, that in their 
very exemption from privileges, which they are some- * 
times disposed to envy, consists their security and their 
llftppiness. If they enj(^ not the distinctions of public 
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life and high offices, do they not escape the responsibility at- 
tached to theiHtand the mortification ofbei»|^disinissed fi*om 
them ? If they have no voice in deliberative assemblies, do 
theynotavoid the load of duty connected with such privile* 
ges? Preposterous pains have been taken to excite in women 
an uneasy jealousy, that their talents are neither rewarded 
with pubUc honours nor emoluments in life *» nor with inscri p<- 
ti(ms> statues, and mausoleums after dealh. It has beenab* 
surdly represented to them as ahardship, that while they are 
expected to perform duties, they must yet be contented to re- 
linquish honours, and must unjustly be compelled to re- 
nounce fame while they must sedulously labour to deserve it* 

But for christian women to act on the low views su^^ 
gested to them by their ill-judging panegyrists, and to look 
up with a giddy head and a throbbing heart to honours and 
remunerations, so little suited to the wants and capacities 
of an immortal spirit, would be no less ridiculous than ii 
Christian heroes should look back with envy on the pagan 
rewards of ovations, oak garlands, parsley crowns, and 
laurel wreaths. The Christian hope more than recon* 
ciles Christian women to these petty privations, by sub- 
stituting a nobler prize for tjieir ambition, " the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ;'' by substituting^ 
for that popular and fluctuating voice, which may cry. 
« Hosanna" and " crucify" in a breath, that " &Your of 
Qod which is eternal life.** . 

If wpmen should lament the disadvantages attached to 
their sex, that their character is of so delicate a^ texture 
as to be sullied by the slightest breath of calunuiy, and that 
the stain is indelible ; yet are they not . led by that very 
circumstance more instinctively to shrink from all those 
irregularities to which the loss of character is so much ex- 
pected to be attached ; and to shun with keener cii^cum- 
spection the most distant approach towards the confines of 
danger ? Let them not lament it as a hardship, but account 
it to be a privilege, that the delicacy of their sex impels 
them more scrupulously to avoid the very appearance of 
evil, and that the consciousness of their danger serves to» 
secure their purity, by placing them at a greater distance 
l"om the evil itself. 

Though it be one main object of this little work, rather 
to lower than to raise any, desire of celebrity inthe fopoale 
N2 



d by Google 



19i €#HVXII$4T10N^ 

bean ; yet I wcvAi awaken it to a just sensibUity t6 hoQ9 
^st &me : I would call on women to reftect that our 
religion has not only made them heir« to a blessed immor- 
tality hereafler, but has greatly raised them in the sode 
of being here, by lifting them to an importance in society 
unknown to the most polished ages of antiquity. The 
r€ligi<m of Christ has eiwn bestowed a degree of re*- 
Down on the sex beyond what any other religion erer did. 
. Perhaps there are hardly so many virtuous women (for I 
reject the long catalogue whom their vices have trans- 
ferred from oblivion to in&my) named in all the pages of 
Greek or Roman history, as are banded down to eternal 
fame, in a few of those short chapters with which the 
great Apostle to the Gentiles has concluded his ^epistles 
to his converts. Of '^ devout and honourable women,'' 
the sacred scriptures record " not a few." Some of the 
most affecting scenes, the most interesting transactions, 
and the most touching conversations which are recorded 
of the Saviour of the world, passed with women. Theif 
are the first remarked as having ^< ministered to him of 
their substance." Theirs was the praise of not abandoning 
their ' despised Redeemer when he was led to execution^ 
and under all the hopeless circumstances of his ignomini- 
ous death ; ^A^ appeared to have been the last attending 
to his tomb, and the>(r^ on the morning when he arose 
from it. Theira was the privilege of receiving the ear* 
liest cmisc^ation from their risen Lord ; theirs was the 
bonourtof- being first commis^oned to announce his glo- 
rious resurrection to the world. And even to furnish 
heroic confessors, devoted saints, and unshrinking mar« 
tyrs to the Church of Christ, has not been the exclusive 
ho^iour ef the bolder sex. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

QoTmsAirnott.-^MnisiU^^S'ested on thetubjeet.^^On the tempen and 
diapo9ition9to he introduced in it — Errors to be avoided'-^Vamtt^ 
under varime Mliopet the cau^e of tfme errors. 

Jl H£ sexes will naturally desire to appear to each otb* 
er, such sus each believes the other will best like ; their 
PonTersauo>n will act recif rocaJLly^ and each sex will api* 
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^pear more or le&s ratioiml as they perceive it will more 
Df less recommeiid tbem^ to the other. It is therefore 
to be regretted^ that many' mei^ even of distinguished 
sense and learning, are so apt to consider the society of 
ladies, as a scene in which to rest their understandings^ 
rather than to exercise tliem ; while ladies, in return, are 
too much addicted to make their court by lending them« 
Selves to this spiiit of trifling ; they often avoid to make 
use of what alulities they have ; aula affect to talk below 
their natural and ac^ui^ed powers of mind ; considermg 
it as a tadt and welcome fiatte?y to the understandmg oS 
men to renounce the exercise of their own. 

Now since tastes and principles thus mutually operatOf 
men, by keeping up conversation to its proper standardy 
would not only call into exercise the powei*s of mind 
which women actually possess, but would even awaken in 
them new energies which they do not know they possess $ 
and men of sense would find their account in doing thk ; 
for their own talents would be more highly rated by com- 
panions who were better able to appreciate them. And^ 
on the other hand, if young women found it did not often 
recommend them in the eyes of those whom they might 
wish to please, to be frivolous and superficial, they would 
become more sedulous in correcting their own habits ; 
whenever fashionable women indicate a relish for instruct-^ 
ive conversation, men will not be apt to hazard what is 
vaiii or unprofitable ; much less will they ever presume 
to bring foi-ward what is loose or corrupt, where some 
signal has not been previously given, that it will be ac- 
ceptable, or at least that it will be pardoned. 

Ladies commonly bring into company minds already 
too much relaxed by petty pursuits, rather than over- 
strained by intense application ; littleness of the employ- 
ments in which they are usually engaged, does not so ex- 
haust their spirits so as to make them stand in need of 
that relaxation from company, which severe apptieation 
or overwhelming business make requisite for studious or 
public men. The due consideration of this circumstance 
might serve to bring the sexes more nearly on a level in 
society ; and each might meet the other half way ; for thar 
degree of Uveiy and easy GQnversstion which is a necessary 



d by Google 



P2 CdNVSaSATlON. 

refreshment to the learned and busy, would not decrease 
in pleasantness by bein^ made of so ratienal a cast as 
would yet somewhat raise the minds of women, who com- 
monly seek society as a scene of pleasure, not as a refuge 
from intense thought or exhausting labour. 

It is a disadvantage even to those women who keep the 
best company, that it is unhappily almost established into 
a system, by the other sex, to postpone every thing like 
instructive discourse till the ladies are withdrawn ; their 
retreat serving as a kind of signal for the exercise of in« 
tellect. And in the few cases in which it happens that 
any important discussion takes place in their presence} 
they are for the most part considered as having little in- 
terest in serious subjects. Strong truths, whenever such 
hi^;>pen to be addressed to them, are either diluted with 
flattery, or kept back in part, or softened to their taste ; 
or if the ladies express a wish for infoHnation on any point^ 
they are put off with a compliment, instead of a reason ; 
and are considered as beings who are not expected to see 
and to judge of things as they really exist. 

Do we then wish to see the ladies, whose opportunities 
leave them so incompetent, and the modesty of whose sex 
ought never to allow them, even to be as shining as they 
are able ;-*-do we wish to see them take the lead iq me* 
taphysical disquisitions ? Do we wish them to plunge into 
the depths of theological polemics, 

And find no end in wand'ring mazes bst ? 
Do we wish them to revive the animosities of the Bango- 
rian controversy, or to decide the process between the 
Jesuits and the five propositions of Jansenius ? Do we 
wish to enthrone them in the professor's chair, to deliver 
oracles, harangues, and dissertations ? to weigh the me- 
rits of every new production in the scales of Quintilian, 
or to regulate the unities of dramatic composition by Aria- 
to tie** clock J Or, renouncing those foreign aids, do we 
desire to behold them, inflated with their original powers, 
labouring to strike out sparks of wit, with a restless anx- 
iety to shine, which generally fails, and with a laboured 
affectation to please^ which never pleases ? 

Diieors de bons mots, fedes earaeteres ] 
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Aif this be to from them ! — ^But ^c do wiirti to see th^ 

conversion of well-bred women rescued from vapid com* 
soon places, from uninteresting tattle, from trite and haek^ 
neyed CommtmicattonS) from frivolous earnestness, from 
false sensibility, from a warm interest about things of no 
moment, and an indifference to topics the most important ; 
from a cold vanity, from the overflowings of self-love, ex- 
hibiting itself under the smiling mask of an engaging flat- 
tery, and from all the factitious manners of artLBcial inter- 
course. We do wish to see the time passed in polished 
and intelligent society, considered among the beneficial, 
as well ad the pleasant portions of our existence, and not 
consigiitd Wer, as it too frequently is, to premeditated 
ti'ifling, ot* syHematic unprofitableness. Let us not, how- 
ever, be misunderstood; it is not meant to prescribe that 
they should affect to^talk on lofty subjects, so much as to 
suggest that they should bring good sense, simplicity, and 
precision into those common subjects, of which, after all, 
both the business and the conversation of mankind is in a 
great measure made up. 

It is too well known how much the dread of imputed 
pedantry keeps off any thing that verges towards teamed^ 
and the terror of imputed enthusiasm staves off any thing 
that approaches to serious conversation, so that the two 
topics which peculiarly distinguish us, as rational and im-* 
mortal beings, are by general consent in a good degree 
banished from the society of rational and immortal crea- 
tures. But we might almost as consistently give up the 
<;pmforts of fire because a few persons have been burn^^ 
and the benefit of water because some others have been 
drowned, as relinquish the enjoyments of intellectual, and 
the blessings of religious intercourse, because the learned 
world has sometimes been infested with pedants, and the 
religious world with fanatics. 
* As in the momentous times in which we live, it is next 
to impossible to pass an evening in company, but the talk 
will so inevitably revert to politics, that, without any pre- 
meditated design, every one present shall infallibly get to 
know to which side the other inclines ; why, in the far 
higher concern of eternal things, should we so carefully 
ahun every offered opportunity of bearing even a casual 
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testimony to the part we espouse in religion ? Why, 
while we wake it a sort of point of conscience to leave no 
iloubt on the mind of a stranger, whether we adojlt'the 
party of Pitt or Fox, shall we choose to leave it very pro- 
Mematkal whether we belong to God or Baal ? Why, in 
religion, as well as in politics, should we not act like peo- 
ple, who having their all at stake, cannot forbear now and 
then adverting for a moment to the object of their grand 
concern, and dropping, at least, an incidental intimation 
•f the side to which they belong. « 

Even the news of4he day^ in such an eventfik pef ipd as 
the present, may lend frequent occasions to a woman bf 
principle, to declare, without parade, her faith iH if moral 
feovemor of the world ; her trust in a pa4|cular Troyi- 
dence ; her belief in the Divine Omnipotence ; her con- 
fidence in the power of God, in educing good from evil, 
in his employing wicked nations, not as favourites but in- 
struments ; her persuasion that present success is no proof 
ef the divine favour ; in short, some intimation that she is 
not ashamed to declare that her mind is under the influ- 
ence of Christian faith and principle. A general concur- 
rence in exhibiting this spirit of decided faith and holy 
trust, would inconceivably discourage that pert infidelity 
which is ever on the watch to produce itself: and, as we 
,liave already observed, if women, who derive authority 
from their rank or talents, did but refifect how their senti- 
ments are repeated, and their authority quoted, they 
would be so on their guard, that general society might be- 
come a scene of general improvement, and the young, 
who are looking for models on which to fashion them- 
selves, would be ashamed of exhibiting any thing like le^ 
vity, or skepticism, or profaneness. 

Let it be understood, that it is not meant to intimate', 
that serious subjects should make up the bulk of conversa- 
tion; this, as it is impossible, would also often be impro- 
per. It is not intended to suggest, that they should be ab-* 
ruptly introduced, or unsuitably prolonged ; but only that 
they should not be systematically shunned, nor the bif-and 
of fanj>ticismbe fixed on the person who, with whatever 
propriety, hazards the introductfon of them. It is evident, 
however, that this general dread of serious topics arises a 
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ip^d deal from an ignorance of the true nature of religion) 
people avoid it, on the princip^ expressed by ^he vulgar 
phrase of the danger of playing with edge-tools^ They 
conceive of it as something which involves controversy^ 
and dispute, and mischief ; something of an inflammatory 
nature, which is to stir up ill humours ; as of a sort of 
psM^ty business, which sets friends at variance. So much 
is this notion adopted, that I have seen announced two 
3iirorks of considerable merit, in which it was stipulated as 
an attraction, that religion, as being likely to excite anger 
.and party distinctions, should be carefully excluded. Such < 
is the worldly idea of the spirit of that religion, whose di- 
rect object it was, to bring " peace and good will to men I'* 

Women iq§ little live or converse up to their under- 
standings : and however we have deprecated affectation 
or jpedaniry, let it be remembered, that both in reaomg 
and conversing, the understanding gains more by stretch- 
ing, than stooping. If by exerting itself it may not attsua 
to all it desires, yet it will be sure to gain something. The 
mind, by always applying itself to objects below its leveli 
contracts and shrinks itself to the size, and lowers itself 
to the level, of the object about which it is conversant ; 
>vhile the mind which is active expands and raises itself^ 
grows larger by exercise, abler by diffusion, and richer 
by communication. 

But the taste of general society is not favourable to iitt* 
provement The seriousness with which the most frivo- 
lous subjects are agitated, and the levity with which the 
most serious are despatched, bear a pretty exact propor- 
tion to each other. Society too is a sort of magic lantern ; 
the scen^is perpetually shifting. In this incessant thange, 
the evanescent fashion of the present minute, which, while 
in many it leads to the cultivation of reul knowledge, has 
also sometimes led even the gay and idle to the affectation 
of mixing a sprinkling of science with the mass of dissipa- 
tion. The ambition of appearing to be well informed 
breaks out even in those triflers who will not spare time 
from their pleasurable pursuits sufficient for acquiring 
that knowledge, of which, however, the reputatio^^ is so 
desirable. A little smattering of philoiiophy often digni- 
ftcs the pursuits of the day, without rescuing them from 
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the vamtSea of tlie night. A course of lectures (that »i« 
mirable assistant foi* enlightening the understanding) is 
not seldom resorted to ais a means to substitute the appear- 
ance of knowledge for the fiitigue of applicatkm ; but 
where this valuable help is attended merely like any other 
jpublic exhibition, and is not furthered by correspondent 
reading at home, it often serves to set off reality of igno^ 
ranee with the affectation of skill. But instead of produ* 
cing in conversation a few reigning scientific terms; with 
a familiarity and readiness, which 

Amaze the unTearn^d^ and make the learned smfle, 
would it not be more modest even for those who are bet- 
ter informed, to avoid the common use of technical terms 
whenever the idea can be as well conveyed without them ? 
for it argues jio real ability to know the names of tools ; 
the ability lies in knowing their use : and while it is in 
the thing, and not in the term, that real knowledge con- 
sists, the charge of pedantry is attached to the use of the 
term, which would not attach to the knowledge of the 
science. 

In the faculty of speaking well, ladies have such a hap- 
py promptitude of turning their slender advantages to ac- 
count, that there are many who, though they have never 
been taught a rule of syntax, yet, by a quick facility in 
profiting from the best books and the best company, hard- 
ly ever violate one ; and who often exhibit an elegant an4 
perspicuous arrangement of style, without having studi- 
ed any of the laws of composition. Every kind of know- 
ledge, which appears to be the result of observation, re- 
flection, and natural taste, sits gracefully on women. 
Yet on the other hand it sometimes happens, that ladies 
of no contemptible natural parts are too ready toproduce^ 
not only pedantic expressions, but crude notions ; and 
still oftener to bring torward obvious and hackneyed re- 
marks, which float on the very surface of a subject, with 
the imposing air of recent invention, and all the vanity of 
conscious discovery. This is because their acquirements 
have not been woven into their minds by early instruction s 
what knowledge they have gotten stands out as it were 
above the very surface of their minds, like the aftfiiigu^e 
^f the embroiderer, instead of having been interwoVea 
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^Uh U^ gfowtb of tfie pkce, sp as to have become a part 
4lf the stuff. The^r 4id not, like niea, acquire what the^i^ 
koowiirhile tlie texture was formiDg. Perhs^s no better 
preventive could be devised ibr this literary vanity, than 
€ariy instruction ; that woman would be less likely to be 
vain of her koowledge who did not remember the time 
"When she vf^s ignorant. Knowledge that is burnt in^ if 
I may so speak, is seldom obtrusive, rarely impertinent. 
Their reading also has probably consisted much in 
abridgments from larger works, as was observed in a for^ 
mer chapter ; this makfi» areadier talker, but a shallower 
thinker> than the perusal of books of more bulk. Bjr 
these scanty sketches their critical spirit has been excit- 
ed, while tlieir critical powers have not been formed. For 
in thoae crippled mutilations they liave seen nothing of 
that just proportion of partS) that skilful arrangement of 
the plan, and that artful distribution of the subject, which 
while they prove the master hand of the writer, serve al- 
so to form the taste of the reader, far more than a dis« 
jcHnted skeleton, or a beautiful feature or two can do* 
.The instruction of women is also too much drawn irota 
the scanty and penurious sources of short writings of the 
essay kind : this, when it comprkes the best part of a 
person's reading, makes a smatterer and spoils a scho-^ 
lar ; for though it supplies current talk) yet it does not 
make a full mind ; it does not furnish a store -house of 
materials to stock the understanding, neither does it ac. 
custom the mind to any trains of reflection t for the sub- 
jects, besides being each succinctly, and on account of 
this brevity, superficially treated, are distinct and discon* 
nected : they rise out of no concatenation of ideas, nor 
any dependent series of deduction. Yet on this pleasant 
•but desultory reading, the rotnd which has not been trains 
eel to severer exercise, loves to repose itself in a sort of 
creditable indolence, instead of stretching its powers in 
the wholesome labour of consequent investigation.* 

, * 1*^ writer eannot be supposed desiWws of depreciating the raiiie 
of thoae many 4)eiiutiful periodioal essays vhich adorn oar langaagei 
But, perhaps, it laight be better to regale ihe mind with them stngl}-, ii^ 
di^reot times, than to read at the same sitting, a muldtuilc of sliort 
pieces on.^isamilar aiMl onconnected topics, hy "wa^ of getting though 

o 
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I am not discouraging Btudy at « fkte period of iHty o^ 
«ven slender knowledge : inibrnHition is good, at what« 
^vor period and in whatever degree it be acquired, ^it 
in such cases it should be attended with pecuiiar. JiomiH^ 
ty : and the new possessor should bear in mind, that what 
is fresh to her has been long known to others ; and^sfre 
should therefore be aware of advancing as novel that 
ttrhich is common, and obtruding as rare that which ever3P 
'i>ody possesses. Some ladies are eager to exhibit proofs of 
their reading, though at the expense of their judgmentf 
and will introduce in conversatsoti quotations quite iire- 
velant to the matter in hand because they happen at t*ie 
instant to recur to their recollection, or were, perhaps, 
found in the book they have just - been reading. Unap* 
propriate quotations or strained analogy may shew read- 
ing, but they do not shew taste. That just and hap- 
py allusion which knows by a word how to awaken a cor- 
responding image, or to excite in the hearer the idea 
-which fills the mind of the speaker, shews less pedantry 
»nd more taste tiiat bare citations ; and a mind embued 
•with elegant knowledge will inevitably betray the opu- 
lence of its resources, even on topics which do not re- 
late to science ortliterature. Well informed persons 
will easily .be discovered to have read the best books, 
though they are not sdways detailing catalogues of au- 
thors. Though honey owes its exquisite taste to the fra- 
grance of the sweetest flowers, yet the skill of the little 
artificer appears in this, that .the delicious stores are so 
admirably worked up, as not to taste individually of aay 
of those sweets of the very essence of which it is com- 
pounded. But true judgment will detect the infusion 
which true modesty will not display ; and even common 
stibjects passing through a^cultivated understanding bor- 
row a flavour of its richness. A power of apt selection is 
more valuable than any power of general retention ; and 
an apposite remark, which shoots straight to the pointt 
demands higher powers of mind than an hundred simple 
acts of memory : for the business of the memory is only 
to store up materials which the understanding is to mix 
ond work up with its native faculties, and which the judg. 
ment is to bring out and apply. But young women who 
avetnore vi^'acity than sense^ and more vanity than viva- 
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city, oCten mk ih« cWge of abaordity to escajm ibat of 
i|^D€ir&oicet £uid will even compare two authors who are 
totally unlike, rather than miss the occasion to &hew that 
they hfikVe read both* 

: Among the arts to spoil conversation, some ladies pos- 
^ss that of suddenly diverting it from the channel in 
irhich it waa beneficially flowing, because some word used 
J>y the person who was speaking has •[:cidentally struck 
out a new train of thinking in their own minds, and not be- 
<:ause the gener^^l idea expressed has struck out a corres v 
ponding idea, which sort of collision is indeed the way of 
^Ucking the true fire. Young ladies, whose sprightli- 
neas has not been disciplined by, a correct education, con^ 
aider how things may be prettily said, rather than how 
they t^j be pi udently or seasonably spoken ; and hazard 
being thought wrong, or rash, or vain, for the chance of 
being reckoned pleasant. The flowers of rhetoric cs^ti- 
▼ate them more than the justest deductions of reason ; 
and to repel an argument they arm themselves with a 
metaphor. Those also who do not aim so high as elo- 
quence, are often surprised that you refuse to accept of a 
prejudice instead of a reason ; they are apt to take up 
with a probability in place of a demonstration, and cheap- 
ly put you off with an assertion when you arc requiring a 
proof. The same mode of education renders theni also 
impatient of opposition ; and if they happen to possess 
beauty, and to be vain of it, they may be tempted to cdn- 
sider that as an additional proof of their being always in' 
the right In this case, they will not ask you to submic 
your judgment to the force of their argument, so much as 
to the authority of their charms. 

The same fault in the mind, strengthened by the saffie 
. cause, (a f]«glected education,) leads lively women often 
tp pronounce on a question without examining it : on any 
given point they seldomer doubc than mcN ^ not because^ 
they are more clear-sighted, but because they have not 
been accustomed to look into a subject long enough to 
discover its depths and its intricaciesjj and not discerning 
its diificulties, they conclude that it has none. Is it a 
contradiction to aay, that they seem at once to be quick- 
sighted and short-sighted ? What they see at all, they 
conunoply aee ftjt, oncej a. litt\e difficulty discourage* 
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them ; and, baring caog^ht a iiiaty f Hmpse of a iMKijetC, 
they rush to this concluston^ that either there is no imk^^ 
to be seen, or that what is behind will not pay them for 
the trouble of searcHlng. They pursue their object ea- 
gerly, but not regularly ; rapidly, but not pertinaciously ^ 
ior they want that obstinate patience of investig^ioii which 
grows stouter by repulse. What they have not attained^ 
they do not believtfexists ; what they cannot seize atoncei 
they persuade themselves is it not worth having. 

Is a subject of moment started in company ? While the 
more sagacious are deliberating on ^ its difficulties, aiK| 
viewing it under all its aspects in order to ibrtii a compe- 
tent judgment before they decide, you will often find the 
most superficial woman pre$ent determine . the matter 
without hesitation. Not seeing the pcfple«i«es in which 
the question is involved, she wonders i^ the want of pene- 
tration in him whose very penetration keeps him silent* 
She secretly despises the dull perception and slow decl- , 
sion of him who is patiently untying the knot, which she 
fancies she exhibits more dexterity by eutHnff. By this 
shallow sprightiiness, the person whose oph^ion was best 
worth having is discouraged from delivering it, and an 
important subject is dismissed without ^scussion, by this 
inconsequent fiippancy and voluble roshtiess. It is this 
abundance of fiorid talk, from superfcial malter, whieh 
has brought on so many of the sex the charge of invtrf-^ 
ing the Apostle's precept, and being tmft to afieakf Wow 
to hear. 

For if the great Roman Orator could observe, that si* 
lence was so important a part of conversation, that ^ thcr€ 
was not only an art but an eloquenee in it,*' how peculiar- 
ly does the remark apply to the mo^aty of youthful £e* 
males'l Butthe silence of listless ignorance and the Mlenco 
of sparkling inteUigeiM:e,are two things almost a^obvious^ 
ly distinct, as the wisdom and the folly of the tongue^ 
An inviolable and marked attention may shew, that a wo* 
man is pleased .with a subject, and an illuminated ceume« 
nance may prove that she understands it, almost as ui>e- 
quivocally as language itself coti^kl doj and tbb, with a 
modest question, is in may cases as h^pgea share of th^ 
conversation as it is decorous for feminine delicacy to take. 
It is al90 as flattering an encouragement ae^ men of aeRS# 
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i^aire, for pursuing such topics in the presence of wo- 
men, which they would be more disposed to do, did they 
oftener gain by it the Attention which it is natural to wish 
to excite. « 

Yet, do we not sometimes see an impatience to be 
heard (nor is it & feminine failing only) which good breed* 
ing can scarcely subdue ? And even when these incorri- 
gible talkers are compelled to be silent, is it not evident 
that they are not listening to what i^ said, but are oply 
thinking of what they themselves shall say, when they 
can seize the first Iticky interval for which they are so 
Barrowly watching ? 

But conversation must not be considered as a stage for 
the display of our talents, so much as a field for the exer- 
cise and improveijficnt of our virtues ; as a means for 
promoting the glory of our Creator, and the good and 
happiness of our fellow creatures. Well-bred and intelli- 
gent Christians are not, when they join in soci^, to con- 
sider themselves as emering the lists like inlellectual . 
prize ighters, in orde*.- to'^^ixhibit their. own vigour 
mad dexterity, to discomBt their adverstfry, and to bear 
wvmy the palm of victosy . Truth and not triumph should 
be ^e object ; and theff&'aieiew eoca^ons iniife, in which 
we are more unremitting caHed upon tb watch ourselves 
narrowly, and to resist the assaults c#i99ilious temptations^ 
tbtdi in conversadjcin. Vanity, jealousy,- envy, misrepre- 
sentation, resentment, disdain, levity, impatience, insin- 
cerity, will in turn solicit to be gratified, Coos^tly to 
struggle against the desire of being thought more wise, 
more witiy, and more knowing, than those with whom we 
asaockitef demands the incessant exertion of Christian 
vlgibuiee, a vigilance which the generality are so far from 
suspecting necessary in the intercourse of common soci- 
ety, that cheerful conversation is rather considered as an 
exemption and release froni k, ihm as an additional obli- 
^tiontoit. 

But society, as was observed before, is not a stage on 
which to throw dp wn our gauntlet, and prove oui: own 
prowess by the number of falls we give to our adverssg?/ ; 
so far from it, good breeding as well as Christianity, con- 
siders as an io4ispehsable requisite for convers^tion> the 
03 
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disposition to bring forward to notice any talefit in ia&t^^f 
•which their own modesty, or conscious inferiority would 
lead them to keep back. To do this with effect requires 
a penetration exercised to discern merit, and a generous 
Candour which delights in drawing it out. There are few 
who cannot converse tolerably on some one topic ; what 
that is, we should try to find out, and in general introdilce 
that topic, though to the suppression of any one on which 
we ourselves are supposed to excel : and however superior 
we may be in other respects to the persons in question^ 
we may, perhaps, in that particular point, improve by 
them ; and if we do not gain information, we shall at least 
gain a wholesome exercise toour humility and self«denial ; 
* we shall be restraining our own impetuosity ; we shall, if 
we take this course on just occasions only, and so as to be- 
ware lest we gratify the vanity of others, be giving confi- 
dence to a doubting, or cheerfulness to a depressed spi- 
nt. AndHo place a just remark, hazarded by the diffident, 
in the most advantageous point of view ; to call the atten- 
tion of the inattentive, the forward, and the self^ufikient, 
to some quiet person in the company, Who, though of 
much worth, is perhaps of little nbte ; these are requintea 
for conversation, lo^ bri|Ii^t, but far more vid cable, 
than the power of exciting bursts of laughter by the bright- 
est wit, or of extorting admiration by the most poignant 
sallies of ridicule. 

, For wit is of all the qualities of the female mind that 
which requires the severest castigation ; yet the tempe- 
rate ^exercise of this fascinating quality throws an addi- 
tional lustre round the character of an amiable woman ; 
for to manage with discreet modesty a dangerous talent, 
confers a higher praise than can be claimed by those in 
whom the absence of the talent takes away the temptation 
to misemploy it. To wonien, wit is a peculiarly perilous 
possession, which notliing short of the sobermindedness of 
Christianity can keep in order. Intemperate wit craves 
.admiration as its natural aliment ; it lives on flattery as 
its daily bread. The professed wit is a hungry beg- 
gar, that subsists on the extorted alms of perpetual 
panegyric ; and like the vulture in the tirccian iUble, 
Its appetite increases by indulgence-. Simple truth and 
sober approbation i>ecome tasteless and insipid to Jbc 
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pftlate, daily ntiate4 bf the delicious poigmttces c^txag- 
gerated oommendalioa. Under the above restnctions^ 
however, wit may be safely and pleasantly exercised ; fiav 
thiuHaed v>it is an elegant and well-bred, and not unfeni<^ 
kiine quality. But humour^ especially if it degenerate 
into imitation, or mimicry, is very sparingly to be ventured 
on ; for it is so difficult totally to detach it from the 8US« 
l^cion of buffoonery, that a woman will be likely to lose 
)nore of that delicacy which is her appropriate grace> 
than she will gain in the eyes of the judicious, by the 
most successful display of humour, 

But if it be trae that some women are too apt to affeet 
brilliancy and display in their own discourse, and to un^ 
dervalue the more humble pretensions of less showy cha^ 
racters ; it must be confessed also, that some of more or* 
dinary abilities are now and then giiihy of the opposite ei^ 
ror, and foolishly affect to value themselves on not mak- 
ing use of the understanding they really possess. They 
exhibit no small satisfaction in ridiculing , women cMf 
high intellectual endowments, while they exclaim with 
much affected humility, and much real envy, that << they 
are thankful they are not geniuses/' Now, though one is 
glad to hear gratitude expressed on any occasion, yet the 
want of sen^e is really no such great mercy to be thankful 
for ; and it would indicate abetter spirit,were they to pray to 
be enabled to make a right use of the moderate understand- 
' ing they possess, instead of exposing with a visible pleas- 
lire the imaginary or real defects of their more shining ac- 
quaintance. Women of the brightest faculties should not ' 
only << bear those faculties meekly,*' but consider it as no 
derogation,chee(rfully to fulfil those humbler duties which 
make up the business of common life, always taking into 
the account the higher responsibilhy attached to higher 
gilts. While women of lower atts^nments should exert 
to the utmost such abilities as Providence has assigned 
them ; and while they should not deride excellencies 
which are above their reach, they should not despond at 
an inferiority which did not depend on themselves ; nor, 
because God has denied them ten talents, should they for- 
get that they are eqtially responsible for the one he hd9 
allotted them, but set about devoting that one with humble 
diligence tathe gbry of the Giver* - ' 
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Vadityt however^ is not the monopoly of talents : let 
not a young lady, therefore, fancy that she is humble, 
merely because she is not ingenious. Humility is not 
the exclusive privilege of dulness. F'olly is as conceited 
as wit, and ignorance many a time outstrips knowledge in 
the race of vanity. Equally earnest competitions spring 
from causes less worthy to excite them than wit and ge- 
nius. Vanity insinuates itself into the female heart under 
a variety of unsuspected forms, and seizes on many a lit- 
tle pass which was not tht>ught worth guarding. 

Who has not seen as restless emotion agitate the fea- 
tures of an anxious matron, while peace and fame hung 
trembling in doubtful suspense on the success of a soup 
or a sauce, on which sentence was about to be pronounced 
by some consummate critic, as could have been excited 
by any competition for literary renown, or any struggte 
for contested wit ? Nor was the illustrious hero of Greece 
more effectually hindered from sleeping by the trophies 
of Miltiades, than many a modish damsel by the eclipsing 
superiority of some newer decoration exhibited by her 
more successful friend. 

There is another species of vanity in some women which 
^sguises itself under the thin veil of an affected humility ; 
thefwiil accuse themselves of some fault from which they 
are remarkably exempt, and lament the want of sdme ta- 
lent which they are rather notorious for possessing. This 
is not only a clumsy trap for praise, but there is a disin- 
.genuous intention, by renouncing a quality they eminent- 
ly possess to g£dn credit for others in which they are real- 
ly deficient. All affectation involves a species of deceit. 
The apostle when he enjoins, '* not to think of ourselves 
more highly than we ought," does not exhort us to think 
falsely of ourselves, but to think " soberly ;" and itis worth 
observing that in this injunction he does not use the word 
ufieak^ but think^ inferring possibly, that it would be safer 
to ufieak little of ourselves, or not at all ; for it is so far 
fi*om being an unequivocal proof of our humility to talk 
even of our defects, that while we make *e^the subject, 
in whatever way, self-love contrives to be gratified, and 
will even be content that our faults should be talked of; 
rather than that we should not be talked of at all. Some 
are ^so attacked with such proud fits of humility, that 
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trhile they are ready to accuse themselves of sdmost every 
sin in the lump, thxiy yet take fire at the imputation of the 
slightest individual £ckUlt ; and instantly enter upon their 
own vindication as warmly as if you, and not themselves, 
had brought forward the charge. The truth is, they ven- 
tured to condemn themselves, in the full confidence that 
you would contradict them ; the last thing they intended 
was that you should believe them, and they are never so 
much piqued and disappointed as when they are taken at 
their woni. 

Of the various shapes and undefined foi*ms into which 
vanity branches out in conversation, there is no end. Out 
of a restless desire to please, grows the spurious desire to 
astonish : from vanity as much as from credulity, arises 
that strong love of the marvellous, with which the conver- 
sation of the ill-educated abounds. Hence that fondness 
for dealing in narratives hardly within the compass ofpos.- 
sibility. Here vanity has many shades of gratification ; 
those shades will be stronger or weaker, whether the re- 
tdter chance to have been an eye-witness of the wonder 
she recounts ; or whether she claim only the second-hand 
renown of its having happened to her friend, or the still 
remoter celebrity of its having been witnessed only by her 
fHend*s friend : but even though that friend only knew 
the man, who remembered the woman, who actually be- 
held the thing which is now causing admiration in the 
company, still self, though in a fainter degree, is brought 
into notice, and the relater contrives in some circuitous 
way to be connected with the wonder. 

To correct this propensity " to elevate and surprise,"* 
it would be well in mixed society to abstain iiltogether 
from hazarding stories, which, though they may not be 
absolutely false, yet lying without the verge of probabili- 
ty, arc apt to impeach the credit of the narrator ; ih whom 
the very consciousness that she is not believed, excites an 
increased eagerness to depart still farther from the sober- 
ness of truth, and induces a habit of vehement asseveration, 
which is toooften called in to help out a questionable point^t 

• The Reh«ur»J. , ^ 

t Tbii is also a food rale in compMitton. An event, thoogh it may actually h^^ 
iMppent^, yet if it he out of the reach of probabiHty or contrary to the corouaon eourie 
of lAtare, wiU seldom be chosen as a subject by a wiiir oi gwd taste ; Ihr he Knows 
that a nrobable fiction wiH interest the feei.ngs more than an unlikely truth. Vmsim* 
ilixocte ii laiesA the poet's trath,bu^ tiie tiuth of tlie moralist is 9) a mwrc stumfsroww. 
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There it uiDther shape, and a rery deformed sha^ it 
is, in which loquacious vanity shews itself; 1 mean, the 
betraying of confidence.^ Though the act be treacherous, 
vet the fault, in the first instance, is not treachery^ but Vfin- 
liy. It does not so often spnng from the mischievous de« 
sire of divulging a secret, as from the pride of having been 
trusted with it. It is the secret inclination of mixing «e(/' 
with whatever is important T^ secret would be of little 
value if the revealing it did not serve to intimate our con- 
nexion with it; the pleasure of its having been deposited 
with us would be nothing, if others may^iot know it has 
been so deposited. When we continue to see the vmety 
of serious evils this principle involves, shall we persist in 
asserting that vanity is a slender mischief ? 

There is one offence, committed in conversation, of 
much too serious a nature to be overlooked, or to be an- 
imadverted on without sorrow and indignation : I rnean^ 
the habitual and thoughtless profaneness of those who aiie 
repeatedly invoking their Maker's name on occasions the 
most trivial. It is offensive in all its variety of aspects ;.— 
it is very pernicious in its effects ; — it is ai^ro'whig' evil ;— 
those who are most guilty of it, are, from habit, hardly 
conscious when they doit ; are not aware of the sin ; and 
for both these reasons, without the admonitions of faithful 
friendship, little likely to discontinifc it. It is utterly in- 
excusable ; — it has none of the pidliatives of tenititation 
which other vices plead, and in that respect stands dis- 
tinguished from all others, both in its nature and degree 
of guilt. Like many other sins, howeVer, it is at once 
cause and effect ; xif^roceeds from want of love and rever- 
ence to the best of Beings, and causes that want, both in 
themselves and others. Yet with all those aggravations, 
there is, perhaps, hardly any sin so frequently conimitted| 
so seldom repented of, and so little guarded against. On 
the score oiimfirofiriety too, it is additionally offensive, as 
being utterly repugnant to female delicacy, which often 
affects to be shocked at swearing in a man. Now this spe- 
cies of profaneness is not only swearing, but, perhaps, in 
s6me respects, swearing of the worst sort; as it is a di- 
rect breach of an express command, and offends against 
the very letter of that law, which says in so many words, 

y«QU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LoRD THY 
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600 IN vAiifr. It ofibnds against ddicacy and good breed* 
tng ; for those, who cotnmit it, little think of the pain they 
are inflicting on the sober mind, which is deeply woundei) 
when it hears the holy name it loves dishonoured ; and it 
IS as contraiy to good breeding to give pain, as it is vi 
true piety to be profane. 

I wouid endeavour to give some faint idea of the groas- 
ness of this offence, by an analogy (O ! how inadeqtiate !) 
with which the feeling heart, even though n6t seasoned 
with religion, may be touched. To such 1 would eamesf- 
ly say : — Suppose you had some beloved friend, — to put 
the case still more strongly, a departed friend— >a revered 
parentjperhapsr-whose image never occurs without awak* 
ing in your bosom sentiments of tender loveandgratitude; 
iiow would you feel if you heard this honoured name ban' 
died about with uftifeeling £eimiUarity and indecent levity $ 
or, at best, thrust into every pause of speech as a vulgat 
expletive ? Does not your affectionate heart recoil at the 
thought I And yet the hallowed name of your truest Be- 
nefactor, your heavenly Father, your best Friend, who 
gives you all you enjoy, those very friends in whom you 
so much delight, those very organs with which you dis- 
honour him, is treated with an irreverence, a contempt, a 
wantonness, with which you cannot bear the very thought 
or mention of treatiL^- a human friend. His name is im- 
piouslyv is unfeelingly, is ungratefully singled otst as the 
object of decided irreverence, of systematic contempt, of 
thoughtless levity. It is used indiscriminately to express 
anger, joy, grief, surprise, impatience ; and what is almost 
stiii more unpardonable than all, it is wantonly used as a 
mere unmeaning expletive, which, being excited by no 
emotion, can have nothing to recommend it, unless it be 
the pleasure of the sin. 

Among the deep, but less obvious, mischiefs of conver- 
sation, miere/iresentation must not be overlooked. Self- 
love i3 continually at work, to give to ail we say a bias in 
our own favour. The counteraction of this fault should 
be set about in the earliest stages of educaiibn. If young 
persons have not been discouraged in the natural, bi^t evil, 
propensity to relate every dispute ihey have had with oth- 
ers to their own advantage 5 if they have not been U'ained 
to the duty of doing justice even to those with whom they 
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gre at variance ; if they have not been led to aim at a com* 
pleteljr impartiality in tlieir little narratives, and instruct- 
ed never to take advantage of the absence of the other par- 
ty, in order to make the story lean to their own side more 
|han the truth will admit ; how shall we in advanced life 
look for correct habits, for unprejudiced representations^ 
for fidelity, accuracy, and unbiassed justice ? 

Yet, how often in society, otherwise respectable, are we 
pained with narrations in which prejudice warps, and self- 
love blinds ! How often do we see, that withholding 
part of a truth answers the worst ends of a falsehood ! 
How often regret the unfair turn given to a business, by 
placing a sentiment in one point of view, which the speak- 
er had used in another 1 the letter of truth preserved, 
where its spirit is violated ! a superstitious exactness 
scrupulously maintained in the under parts of a detail, in 
cvdev to impress such an idea of integrity as shall g^ain 
credit, while the leading principle is designedly mistat- 
.ed I nay, a new character piven to a fact by a different 
look, tone, or emphasis, which alters it as much as words 
could have done I the false impression of a sermon con- 
veyed, when we do not like the preacher, or when through 
iiim we wish to make religion itself ridiculous 1 the 
avoiding of litetal untruths while the mischief is better 
.effected by the unfiur quotation of a passage divested of 
its context ! the brbging together detached portions of 
a subject, and making those parts ludicrous, when con- 
nected, which v^ere perfect in their distinct position 1 the 
insidious use made of a sentiment by representing It as 
the opinion of him who had only brought it forward in or- 
der to expose it ! the relating opinions which had merely 
been put hypothetically^ as the avowed principles of him 
we would discredit } that subtle falsehood which is so 
made to incorporate witli a certain quantity of truth, that 
the most skilful moral ciiemtst cannot analyze or sepa- 
rate them ! for a good misrefireaenter knows that a sud- 
cessful lie must have a certain infusion of truth, or it will 
not go down. All that indefinable ambiguity and equi- 
vocation; all that prudent deceit, which is rather impli- 
ed than expressed; those more delicate artifices of the 
school of Loyola and of Chesterfield, which allow us when 
we dare not deny a truth, ye; so to disguise and discolout' 
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it, that the truth we^relate shall not resemble the truth we 
heard ! These, and all the thousand shades of simulation 
and dissimulation, will be carefully guarded against in 
the conversation of vigilant Christians. 

Again, it is surprising to mark the common deviations 
from strict veracity, which spring, not from enmity t6 
truth, not from intentional deceit, not from nialevolence 
or envy, or the least design to injure, but from mere le- 
vity, habitual inattention, and a current notion that it is 
not worth while to be correct in small things. But here 
the doctrine of habits comes in with great force, and in 
that view no error is smalL The cure of this disease in 
its more inveterate stages being next to impossible, its 
prevention ought to be one of the earliest objects of edu<- 
cation.* 

The grievous fault of gross and obvious detraction 
\irhich infects conversation, has been so heavily and so just- 
ly condemned by divines and moralists, that the subject 
is exhausted. But there is an error of an opposite com^' 
plexion, which we have before noticed, and against which 
the peculiar temper of the times requires that young la» 
dies of a better cast should be guarded. From the nar- 
rowness of their own sphere of observation, they are 
sometimes addicted to accuse of uncharitableness, that 
distinguishing judgment, which, resulting from a sound 
penetration and a zeal for truth, forbids persons of a very 
correct principle to be indiscriminately prodigal of com- 
mendation without inquiry, and without distinction. There 
is an affectation of candour, which is almost as mischiev- 
ous as calumny itself; nay, if it be less injurious in its in<^ 
dividual application, it is, perhaps, more alarming in its 
i;eneral principle, as it lays waste the strong fences which 
separate good from evil. They know (though they some- 
times calumniate) that calumny is wrong ; but they have 
not been told that flattery is wrong also ; and youih, being 
i^t to fancy that the direct contrary to wrong must neces- 
sarily be right, are aptto be driven into violent extremes; 
The dread of being only suspected of one fault, makes 
them actually guilty of the other ; and to avoid the charge 
of harshness or of envy, they plunge into insincerity. In 
this they are actuated either by an unsound judgment or 
aiiunsound principle. 

fiv. this: age of' high-minded independence, wheiiOlir 

•* S^6 tlie CllJlt>t<» on the we of DefihiiiataW 
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* youth arc apt to set up for Uiemselves, and every man is 
too much disposed to be his own legislator, without look-' 
ing, as his standard* to the established law of the land; and 
to set up for his own divine, without looking to tlie re^ 
vealed will of God ; by a candour equally vicious with our 
vanity, we are also complaisautly led to give the latitude 
we take ; and it is become too frequent a phrase in tlie 
moutlis of our tolerating young ladies,, when speakuig of 
their more erring and misled acquaintance, to offer for 
them this flimsy vindication, " that what they do is right 
if it appear right to them :*' — « H they see the thing in that 
light) and act up to it with sincerity, they cannot be mate- 
rially wrong." But th& standard of truth, justice, and re- 
ligion, must neither be elevated nor depressed, in order 
to accommodate it to actual circumstances : it must never 
be lowered to palliate error, to justify folly, or to vindicate 
vice. Good-natured young people often speak favourably 
ef unworthy, or extravagantly of common characters, frona 
one of these motives ; either their own views of excel- 
lence are low, or they speak respectfully of the undeserv- 
ing, to purchase for themselves the reputation of tender- 
ness and generosity ; or they lavish unsparing pyaise on 
almost all alike, in the usurious hope of buying back 
tmiversal commendation in return ; or in tliose captivat- 
ing characters in which the simple and masculine Ian- . 
guage of truth is sacrificed to the jargon of affected soft- 
ness ; and in which smooth and pliant manners are substi- 
tuted for intrinsic worth, the inexperienced are too apt to 
Bupfiose virtues, and to forgive vices. But they should 
carefully guard against the error of making manner the 
criterion of merit, and of giving unlimited credit to stran- 
gers for possessing every perfection, only because they 
bring into company the engaging exterior of allturing 
gentleness. Tfiey should also remember that it is an ea- 
^y^ but not an honest way of obtaining the praise of can- 
dour, to get into the soft and popular habit of saying of all 
their acquaintance, when speaking of them, that they are 
so good/ True Christian candour conceals faults, but it 
does not invent virtues. It tend^^ly forbears to expose 
the evil which may belong to a chj^racter, but it dares not 
ascribe to it the good which does not exist. To correct 
this propensity to false judgment and i»sincerityi it would 
te well to bear in mind, that while every good action, 
come from what source it may,^and every good quality, 
be it found in whonasoever it wilt deserves its fair Drooor- 
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tion of distinct and willing commendation : yet no charac- 
ter is GOOD, in tlie true sense of tiie word, which is not 

BELIGIOVS. 

In fine — to recapitulate what has been said, with some 
additional hints:— Study to promote both inielleciual and 
tnoral improvement in conversation j labour to bring into 
' it a disposition^ to bear with others, and to be watchful 
over yourself ; keep out of sight any prominent talent of 
your own, which, if indulged, might discourage or op- 
press the feeble minded. If you know any one present to 
possess any particular weakness or infirmity, never exer- 
cise your wit by maliciously inventing occasions which 
may lead her to expose or betray it ; but give as favour- 
able a turn as you can to the follies which appear, and 
kindly help her to keep the rest out of sight. Never 
gratify your own humour, by hazarding what you suspect 
may wound any one present in their persons, connexions^ 
professions in life, or religious opinions ; and do not for« 
g^t to examine whether the laugh your wit has raised be 
never bought at this expense. Give credit to those whoy 
without your kindness, will get none ; do not talk at any 
one whom you dare not talk ro, unless from rpotives ia 
•which the golden rule will bear you out. Seek neither 
to shine nor to triumph ; and if you seek to please, take 
care that it be in order to convert the influence you may 
gain by pleasing to the good of others. Cultivate true po- 
liteness, for it grows out of true principle, and is consist- 
ent with the Gospel of Christ ; but avoid those feigned 
attentions which are not stimulated by good- will, and those 
stated professions of fondness which are jaoi dictated by 
esteem. Remember, that the praise of being thought ami- 
mbie by strangers, may be bought too dear, if it be bought 
at the expense of truth and simplicity : remember, that 
Simplicity is the first charm in manner, as Truth is in 
mind ; and could truth make herself visible, she would 
appear invested in Simplicity. 

Remember also, that true good nature is the soul, of 
which politeness is only the garb. It is not that aitificial 
quality which is taken up by many when they go into so« 
ciety, in order to charm those whom it is npt their par- 
ticular business to please ; and is laid down when they 
return home tt> those to whom to appear amiable is a real 
duty. It is not that facinating but deceitful softness, 
which, after havkig acted over a hundred scenes of the 
most lively sympathy and tender interest witb every slight 
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acquaintance ; after having exhausted every phr^e ef 
feeling, for the trivial sicknesses or petty sorrows of mul* 
tiiudes vrhoare scarcely known, leaves it doubtful whether 
a grain of real feeling or genuine sympathy be reset^ved 
ibr the dearest connexions ; and which dismisses a wo« 
Ikian to her immediate friends with little affectiony and to 
her own family with little attachment. 

True good nature^ that ^hich alone desenres the name^ 
;s not a holiday arnamenty but an every day habit. It does 
not consist in servile complaisance) or dishonest flattery, 
0t affected sympathy, or unqualified assent, or unwarrant- 
able compliance, or eternal smiles. • Before it can be 
allowed to rank with the virtues, it must be wrought up 
from a humour into a principle, frcm an occasional dispo* 
fiition into a habit* It mu/st b^ the result of an equal and 
well-governed mind,not the start of casual giuety, the trick 
^ designing vanity, or the whim of capricious iondnesa. 
It is compounded of kindness, fori>earance, forgiveness, 
and self*denial ; <^ it seek^b not its own/* but must be 
capable of making continual sacri&ces of its own tasies, 
humours, and self love; but among the sacrifices it nmkeif 
4JL must never include its integrity. Politenesa on the 
one hand, and insensibility on the other, assiune its name» 
and wear its honours ; but they assume the honours of e 
triumph, without the merit of a victory ; for politenesa 
subdues nothing, and insen^bility h^s nothing to subdue. 
Qopd nature of the true cast, and under the foregoing re» 
guiations, is above all price in the common intercourse 
of domestic society ; for an ordinary quality, which ie 
constantly brought into action by th^ perpetually recurf 
ring, though minute, events of daily life, is of higher val- 
ue than more brilliant, qualities, which are more seldom 
called into use. And, indeed, Christianity has given that 
new turn to the character of all the virtues, that perhaps 
it is the best test of the excellence of many, that th^y hav^ 
little brilliancy in them. The Christifan Religion has de* 
graded some splendid qualities from the rank they held, 
and elevated those which were obscure into distinction. 

CHAPTER XV, 

On i\e dangei* of an iUrdirected SendbiUtjf, 

JlN considering the human character with a view to its 
improvement, it is prudent to endeavour to discover the 
natural bent of the mind, and having found it, to direct 
^^,v fevce ayainst thai side ^ whien tne warp lien, that 
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-^ou may lessen by counteraction the defect which yc^ 
•might be promoting, by applying your aid in a contrary 
direction. But the misfortune is, people who mean better 
than they judge, ure apt to take up a set of general rules, 
good perhaps inr themselves, and originally gleaned from 
experience and observation on the nature of humati 
'things, but not applicable in all cases. .These rules4hey 
'keep by them as nostrums <rf universal efficacy, whicU 
•they therefore often bring out for use in cases to which 
•they do not apply. For to make any remedy effectual, it 
is not enough to know the medicine, you must study the 
constitution also ; if thei*c be not acongruity between the 
two, you may be injuring one patient by the means which 
tare requisite to raise and restore another, whose tempo- 
ranusnt is of a contrary description. 

It is of importance in formings the female character, 
that those on whom this task devolves should possess so 
-much penetration as accurately to discern the degree of 
sensibility, and so much judgpfnent as to accommodate the 
treatment to the individual character. By constantly sti- 
mulating and- extolling feetings naturally quick, those 
feelings will be rendered too acute and irritable. On the 
other hand, a calm and equable temper will become ob- 
tuse by the total want of excitement j the former treat- 
ment converts the feelings into a source of error, agita- 
tion, and calamity: the latter starves their native energy, 
lieadensthe affections, and pi^oduces a cold, dull, seliish 
spirit; for the human mind is an instrument which will 
lose its sweetness if strained too high, and will be de- 
prived of its tone and strength if not sufficiently raised. 
• It is cruel to chill the precious sensibility of an ingenu- 
ous souU by treating with supercilious coldness and un- 
feeling ridicule every indication of a wai^m, tender, disin-» 
terested,and enthusiastic spirit, as if it exhibited symp- 
toms of a deficiency in imdenitanding or prudence. How 
many are apt to intitnate, with ir smile of mingJed pity and 
contempt^ that when such a one J^iiows the world, that is, ' 
in other words, when she shall be grown cunning, selfish, 
and suspicious, she will.be ashamed of her present glow 
of honest warmth, an^d.of her lovely susceptibility of heart. 
May ^e never know the world, if ^he knowledge of it 
must be acquired at such an^ expensed But to sensible 
hearts, every indication pf genuine feeling will be dear, 
for xhey will know that it is this temper which, by the 
P3 
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guidtBce of tfie Divine Spirit, may make her one day li#* 
come more enamoured of the beautf of holiness : whicbt 
with the CO operation of principle, and under its direc- 
tion, will render her the lively agent of Providence in di* 
minishing the misery that is in the world: into.which misery 
this temper will give her a quicker intuition than colder 
characters possess. It is this temper wbich,when it is toiKh- 
ed and purified by a ^ live coal from the altar/** will give 
her a keener taste for the spirit of religion, and a quick- 
er zeal in discharging its duties. But let it be remeoi* 
bered likewise, that as there is no quality in the female 
character which will be so likely to endanger ihe peace, 
and to expose the virtue of the possessor; so there is 
none which requires to have its luxuriances more ciu*efoU 
ly watched, and its wild shoots more closely lopped. 

For young women of affections naturally warm» but not 
carefully disciplined, are in danger of incurring an unni^ 
tural irritability ; and while their happbess falls a vio 
tim to the excess of uncqntroHed feelings, they are li- 
able at the same time to indulge a vanity of all others the 
most preposterous, that of b^ng vain of their very de» 
feet. They have heard sensibility highly comm^ended^ 
without having heard any thing of those bounds and fen* 
oes which wei*e intended to cen&ie it, and wkbout hav* 
ing been imbued with that principle which would have 
given it a beneficial directicm ; conscious that they pos^f 
se&s the quality itselfin the extreme, and not aware that 
ihey want all that makes that quality safe and delightful^ 
they plunge headlong into those sins and miseries froo^ 
which they conceitedly imagine, that not princij^e but 
coldness has preserved the more sober-minded and well* 
instructed of their sex. 

But as it would be foreign %q the present design to ex* 
patiate on those criminal excesses which are some of the 
sad effects of ungoverhed passion, it is only intended here 
to hazard a few remarks on those lighter consequencee 
of it, which consist in the loss of comfort without ruin of 
character, and the privation of much of the happiness of 
life without involvii^ any very censurable degree of guiU 
or discredit. Let it, however, be incidentally remarked^ 
and let it be carefully remembered, that if no womea have 
risen so high in the scale of moral excellence as those 
whose natural warmth has been conscientiously governed 
^f its true guide> and directed to its true ead ; so HQfUt- 
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Ihhni funus^d ftueh detplorabie iDstances of extreme de-^ 
fpavity as those whot through the igQorance or the dere- 
liction of principle, have beeo abandoned by the exceaa 
of thievery temper to the violence of ungoverned passions 
and uncontrolled inclinations. Perhaps, if we were to in* 
quire into the rensote cj use of some of the blackest crimen 
which stain the annals of i^^ankind) piofiigacy, murder, and 
especially suicide, we mi|^u trace them back to this orv* 
l^inal principle, and ungpverned sensibility. 

NotwithstiMiding all the fine theories in prose and verse 
to which this top^ has given birth, it will be found that 
very exqui^te sensibility contributes so little to hap/iine^f 
and may yet be made to contribute so much to uB^fuln 
nea»^ that it may, perhaps, be considered as bestowed 
for an exercise to the possessor's own virtue, and as a 
keen instrument with which she ii»ay better work for th« 
good of others. 

Womei) of this easi of mind are les& careful to avoid thje 
charge of unboufvded extremes, than to escape at all events 
the imputation of insensibility- Yhey ai'e Uttle alarmed^ 
the danger of^orr^ecf^^ though terrified at the suspicion^ 
of commg «^or^,of what they ts^e to be the extreme point 
of feeling. They will even resolve to prove the warmth 
(rf their sensibility, though at the expense of their judg- 
ment, and sometimes alsQ of their justice. Even when 
they earnestly desire to. be lu^d to 4o right, they are apt 
t& enaploy the wrong instrument to accomplish the right 
end. They employ the passions to do the >Vork of the * 
judgment ; forgetting or not knowing, that the passions 
were not giv.en ui» to be used in the search and discovery 
of truth, which is the office of a cooler and more discrim- 
inating facultv ; but that they were given to animate us to 
warmer zeal m the pursuit and practice of truth, when 
tiie judgment shall have pointed out what la truth. 

Through this natural warmth, which they have been 
^stly told i» so^ pleasing, but which, perhaps, U>ey have 
not been told will be continually exposing them to peril and 
to suffering, their joys and sorrows are excessive. Of this 
extreme irritability, as was before remarked, the ill-edu* 
Gated leai*n to boast as^ if it were a decided indication of 
superiority of soul, instead of labouring to restrain it as 
the excess of a temper which ceases to be amiable, when 
it is no longer under the control of the governing faculty. 
It is nasfonune enough to he born more liable to suffef 
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imd to sin, from this conformation of mind ; it is too much 
to nourish the evil by unrestrained indulgence : it is still 
worse to be proud of so misleading a quality. 

Flippancy, impetuosity, resentment, and violence of 
spirit, grow out of this disposition, which will be rather 
promoted than corrected, by this system of education on 
which we have been animadverting ; in which system, 
-emotions are too early and too much excited, and tastes 
and feelings are considered as too exclusively making up 
the whole of the female character : in which the judg- 
ment is little exercised, the reasoning powers are seldona 
brought into action, and self-knowledge and self-denial 
scarcely included. 

The propensity of mind which we are considering, if 
unchecked, lays its possessors open to unjust preposses- 
sions, and exposes them to all the danger of unfounded at- 
tachments. In early youth, not only love at first sip^ht, but 
also friendship, of the same sudden growth, springs up 
from an ill-directed sensibility ; and in ^fter life, women 
•under the powerful influence of this temper, conscious 
that they have much to be borne with, are too readily In- 
•lined to select for their confidential connexions, flexible 
and flattering companions, who will indulge and perhaps 
admire their faults, rather than firm and honest friends, 
"who will reprove and would assist in curing them. We 
may adopt it as a general maxim, than an obliging^ weak^ 
yielding, complaisant friend, full of small attentions, with 
little religion, little judgment, and much natural acquies- 
cence and civility, is a most dangerous, though generally 
a too much desired confidant : she soothes the indolence, 
and gratifies the vanity of her friend, by reconciling her 
to her faults, while she neither keeps the understanding 
nor the virtues of that friend in exercise ; but withholds 
from her every useful truth, which by opening her eyes 
might give her pain. These obsequious qualities are the 
*' soft green"* on which the soul loves to repose itself. 
But it is not a refreshing or a wholesome repose : we 
should not select, for the sake of priesent ease, a soothing 
flatterer, who will lull us into a pleasing oblivion of our 
failings, but a friend, who, valuing our soul's health above ' 
'our immediate comfort, will rouse us from torpid indul- 
gence to animation, vigilance, and virtue. 

An ill-directed sensibility also leads a woman lo be in- 
judicious and eccentric in her charities ; she will be in^ 
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4anger of proportioning her bounty to the imniediate ef- 
fect which the distressed object produces on her senses i, 
and she will be more liberal to a small distress presenting^ 
itself to her own eyes, than to the more pressing wants and 
letter claims of those miseries, of which she only hears 
the relation. There is a sort of stage effect, which lome 
people require for their charities : she will be apt also to 
^sire, that the object of her compassion shall have some* 
thing interesting and amiable in it, such as shall furnish 
pleasing images and lively pictures to her imaginatioB, 
andengagingsubjectsfordescription; forgetting that in her 
charities, as well as in every thing else, she is to be a *^fol- 
lower of Him, who pleased not himself;" forgetting, that 
the most coarse and disgusting object is as much the re- 
presentative of Him wbo said, ^< Inasmuch as ye do it to 
one of the least of these, ye do it unto me," as the most 
interesting : nay, the more uninviting and repulsive cases 
may be better tests of the principle on which we relieve, 
4^au those which abound in pathos and interest, as we can 
have less suspicion of our. motive in the latter case than 
in the former. But, while we ought to neglect neither 
of these supposed cases, yet the less our feelings are 
caitghtby pleasing circumstances, the less will be the dan- 
ger of our indulging self-complacency, and the more likely 
siiall we be to do what we do for the sake of Him who has 
taught us, that no deeds but what are performed on that 
principle, ^' shall be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just." 

But through the want of that governing principle which 
should direct her sensibility, a tender-hearted woman, 
whose hand, if she be actually surrounded with scenes 
imd circumstances, to call it into action, is 

Open as day to meltuig^ehaiky ; 

nevertheless may utterly fail in the great and comprehen- 
3ive duty of Christian love, for she has feelings which are 
acted upon solely by local circumstances and present 
events. Only remove her into another scene, distant from 
the wants she has been relieving ; place her in the lap of 
indulgence, so entrenched with ease and pleasure, so im- 
mersed in softness of life, that distress no longer finds 
any access to her presence, but through the faint and dull 
medium of a distant representation ; remove her from the 
sight and sound of that misery which, when present, so ten- 
derly affected her— she now forgets that misery exists j 
as she hears but little, and sees nothing of want and sw- 
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tow, 8he is ready to fancy that the world is grown happier 
th^n it was : in the mean^ lime, with a quiet conscience 
and a thoughtless vanity, she has been lavishing on super- 
fluities that money which she would cheerfully have given 
%o a charitable case, had she not forgotten that any such 
were in existence, because fileaaure had blocked up the 
avenues through which misery used to find its way to her 
heart ; and now, when again such a case forces itself into 
her presence, she laments with real sincerity that the 
money is gone which should have relieved it. - 

In the mean time, perhaps, other women of less nafural 
sympathy, but whose sympathies are under better regula* 
tiori, or who act from a principle which requires little 
stimulus, have, by an habitual course of self-denial, by a 
' constant determination to refuse themselves unnecessary 
indulgencies, and by guarding against that dissolving 
'PLEASURE which mclts down the firmest virtue that al- 
lows itself to bask in its beams, have been qtiietly furnish- 
ing a regular provision for miseries, which their knowl- 
edge of the state of the world teaches them are every 
where to be found, and which their obedience to the will 
•f-God tells them it is their duty both to find out and to 
relieve ; a general expectation of being liable to be called 
upon for acts of charity, will lead the conscientiously cha- 
ritable always to be prepared. ' 

On such amind as we have been describing, novelty 
also will operate with peculiar force, and in nothing more 
than in the article of charity. Old established institutions, 
whose continued existence must depend on the coniinued 
bounty of that affluence to which they owed their origin, 
will be sometimes neglected, as presenting no variety to 
the imagination, as having by their uniformity ceased to 
be interesting, there is now a total failure of those springs 
of mere sensitive feeling which set the charity a-going, 
and those sudden emotions of tendeimess and gusts of pity, 
-which once were felt, must now be excited by newer forms 
of distress. As age comes on, that charity which has 
been the effect of mere feeling, grows cold and rigid, 
on account also of its having been often disappointed in 
its high expectations of the gratitude and subsequent me- 
rit of those it has relieved ; and by withdrawing its bounty, 
because some of its objects have been undeserving, it 
ogives clear proof that what it bestowed was for its own 
gratification ; and now finding that self-complacency at 
9n end, it bestows no longer. Probably too the cause of 
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so much disappointment may have been, that ill choice 
of the objects to which feeling, rather than a discrimina- 
ting judgment has led. The summer showers of mere 
sensibility soon dry up, while the livhig spring of Chris* 
tian charity flows alike in all seasons. 

The impatience, levity, and fickleness, of which women 
have been bome what too generally accused, are perhaps in 
ho small degree aggravated by the littleness and frivolous- 
ness of female pursuits. The sort of education they com- 
motily receive, teaches girls to set a g^'eat price on small 
tilings. Besides this, they do not always learn to keep a 
very correct scale of degrees for rating the value of the 
objects of their admiration and attachment ; but by a kind 
•f unconscious idolatry, they rather make a merit of lov- 
ing ^w/ireme^/y things and persons which ought to be lov- 
ed with modcratioiY, and in a subordinate degree the one 
to the other. Unluckily, they consider moderation as so 
necessarily indicating a cold heart and narrow soul^ and 
they look upon a state of indifference with so much hor- 
ror, that either to love or hate with energy is supposed by 
them to proceed from a higher state of mind than is pos- 
sessed by more steady and equable characters. Whereas it 
is in fact the criterion of a warm but well-directed sensibi- 
lity, that while it is capable of loving with energy, it must 
be enabled, by the judgmeni which governs it, to suit and ad- 
ust its degree of interest to the nature and excellence of 
the object about wl^ph it is interested ; for unreasonable 
prepossession, disproportionate attachment, and capricious 
or precarious. fondness, is not sensibility.* 

Excessive but unintentional^ar/<fn/ is another fault into 
which a strong sensibility is in danger of leading its pos- 
sessor. A lender heart and a warm imagination conspire 
to throw a sort of radiance round the object of their love, 
till people are dazzled by a brightness of their own creat- ' 
ing. The v/orldly and fashionable borrow the warm lan- 
guage of sensibility without having the really warm feel- 
ing ; and young ladies get such a'habit of saying, and es- 

. pecially bl' writing, such over obliging and flattering things 
to cachotlier, that this mutual politeness, aided by the self- 

• love so natural to us all, and by an unwillingness to search 
into .our own hearts, keeps up the illusion, and we get a 
habit of taking our character from the good we hear of our- 
selves, which others assume, but do not very well know, 
rather than from the evil vro/cel in ourselves, and which 
we therefore ought to be thoiX)ughly acqujii^iy^^g^^ij^j^. 



id 99 tuMiBitrrr. 

Ungoverned sensibility is apt to give a wrong Airectiatf 
to its anxieties ; and its affection often faUs short of the 
true end of friendship. If the object of its regard happen 
to be sick) what inquiries ! what prescriptions ! what an 
accumulation is made of cases in which the remedy its 
fondness suggests has been successful ! What an unaffect- 
od tenderness for the perishing body ! Yet is this sensibi- 
lity equally alive to the immortal interests of the sufferer ? 
is it not silent and at ease when it contemplates the dear- 
est friend persisting in 9pinions essentially dangerous ; in 
practices unquestionably wrong ? Does it not view all this, 
not only without a generous ardour to point out the peril, 
and rescue the friend ; but if that friend be supposed to be 
dying) does it not even make it the criterion of kindness to 
let her die undeceived ? What a want of true sensibility, 
to feel for the pain, but not for the danger of those we 
love I Now seo what sort of sensibility the Bible teaches ! 
(> Thou Shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart, but thou 
^alt in any wise rebuke him, and shalt not suffer sin upon 
Ittm/'*' But let that tenderness which shrinks from the 
idea of exposing what it loves to a momentary pang, figure 
to itself the bare possibility, that the object of its own fond 
affection may not be the object of the Divine favour ! I^et 
it shrink from the bare conjecture, that ** the familiar 
fi'iend with whom it has taken sweet counsel," is going 
down to the gates of death, unrepeniing, unprepared, and 
yet unwarned. . 

But mere human sensibility goes a shorter way to work. 
Not being able to give its friend the pain of hearing her 
faults or of knowing her danger, it works itself up into the 
quieting delusion that no danger exists, at least not for the 
objects of its ownaffecti(m ; it gratifies itself by inventing 
a salvation so comprehensive as shall take in all itself loves 
with all their faults ; it creates to its own fond heart an 
ideal and exaggerated divine mercy, which shall pardon 
and receive all in whom this blind sensibility has an inter- 
est, whether they be good or whether they be evil. 

In regard to its application to religious purposes, it is a 
test that sensibility has received its true direction when it 
is supremely turned to the love of God : for to possess an 
overflowing fondness for o^ir fellow-creatures and fellow- 
sinners, and to be cold and insensible to th§ Essence of 
goodness and perfection, is an inconsistency to which the 
feeling heart is awfully liable. God has himself the first 
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claim to the sensibility he bestowed. « Kt first loved u- :** 
this is a natural cause of love. <^ He loved us while- wc 
were sinners :" this is a sufiematural cause. He conti- 
nues to love us though we neglect his favours, and slight 
his mercies: this would wear out any earthly kindness. 
He forgives us, not petty neglects, not occasional slights, 
but grievous sins, repeated offences, broken vows, and un- 
requited love. What human fiiendship performs offices 
so calculated to touch the soul of sensibility ? 

Those young womca in whom feeling is indulged to 
the exclusion of reason and examination, are peculiarly 
liable to be the dupes of prejudice, rash decisions, and 
false judgment. The unl5erstanding having but little pow- 
er over the will, their affections are not well poized, and 
their minds are kept in a state ready to be acted upon by 
the fluctuations of alternate impulses ; by sudden and va- 
rying impressions ; by casual and contradictory circum* 
stances ; and by emotions excited by every accident. In- 
stead of being guided by the broad views of geneml truth, 
and having one fixed principle, they are driven on by the 
impetuosity of the moment. And this impetuosity blinds 
the judgment as much as it misleads the conduct ; so that 
for want of a habit of cool investigation and inquiry, they 
meet every event without any previously formed opinion 
or rule of action. And as they do not accustom themselves 
to appreciate the real value of things, their attention is as 
likely to be led away by the under parts of a subject, as to 
seize on the leading feature. The same eagerness of mind 
which hinders the operation of the discriminating faculty, 
leads also to the error of determining on the rectitude of 
an action by its success, and to that of making the event of 
an undertaking decide on its justice or propriety ; it also 
leads to that superficial and erroneous way of judging 
which fastens oi> exceptions, if they make in one's own 
favour, as grounds of reasoning, while they lead us to 
overlook received and general rules which tend to estab- 
lish a doctrine contrary to our wishes* 

Open-hearted, indiscreet gitl% often pick up a few 
atrohg notions, which are as false in themselves as they 
are popular among the class in question : such as, « that 
warm friends must make warm enemies ;" — that « the 
generous love and hate with all their hearts ;**— that " a 
reformed rake makes the best husband :'*— that " there is 
no mediutn in marriage, but that it is a state of exquisite 
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ha]^pine68 or exquisite misery ;'* with itiat)^ other doC- 
trities of equal currency and equal soundness I These 
they consider as axioms, suid adopt as rules Of life. Frorb 
the two firiBt of these oracular sayings, girls are in no 
small danger ofhecoming unjust through the very warmth 
of their hearts: for they will get a habit of maldng their 
estimate of the good orill qualities of others, merely in 
proportion to the. greater or less degree of kindness which 
they themselves have deceived from them. Their esti- 
mation of general character is thi|§ formed on insukted and 
partial grounds ; on the accidental circumstance of perso- 
nal predilection or personal pique. Kindness to themselves 
or their friends involves all possible excellence, neglect, 
all imaginable defects. Friendship and gratitude can and 
should go a great way ; but as they cannot convert viae 
into virtue, so they ought never to convert truth intofalse- 
hood. And it may be the tnore necessary to be upon our 
guard in this instance, because the veryidea of gratitude 
may mislead us, by converting injustice into the sem- 
blance of a virtue. Warm expressions should therefore 
be linutcd to the conveying a sense of our own individual 
obligations which are real, rather than employed to give 
an impression of general excellence in the person who 
has obliged us, which may be imaginary. A good man 
is still good, though it may not have fallen in his way, to 
oblige or serve «**, nay, though he may have neglected or 
even unintentionally hurt us : and sin is 'still sin, though 
committed by the person in the world to whom we are the 
most obliged, and whom we most love. 

We come next lo that fatal and most indelicate, nay* 
gross maxim, that " a reformed rafce makes the best luis- 
band ;'* an aphorism to which the principles and the hap*- 
piness of so many young women have been sacrificed. -It 
goes upon the preposterous supposition, not only that ef- 
fects do not follow causes, but that they oppose- them; on 
the supposition, that habitual vice creates rectitude of 
character, and ihat sin produces happiness; thusfiatfy 
contradicting tirhat the movgl government of Ood uni* 
formly exhibits in the course of human events, ana what 
Revelation so evidently and universally teaches. 

Far it should be ^served, that the reformation is gen- 
erally, if not alwa)'s, supposed to be brought 4Ux>tit by 
the ail-conquering ^M^e of female charms. I»et but a 
prodigaie young man have a ipiMnt to^arry by winoki^ 
the affeqiions of a vain and thoughtless giri j he will be- 
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gin his attack upon lier heart, by undenninipg her rcli- 
gioiis principles, and ai'tfuHy remoiang every impedi- 
ment which might have obstructed her receiring thi ad- 
dresses of a man without character. And while he will 
lo^d her not to hear without ridicule the mention of that 
change of hearty which scripture teaches and experience 
proves the power of Divine grace can work on a vicious 
character ; while he will teach her to sneer at a change 
which he would treat with contempt, because he denies 
the possibility of so strange and miraculous a conversion ; 
yet he will not scruple to swear, that the power of her 
beauty has worked a revolution in his own loose practi- 
ces, which is equally complete and instantaneous. 

But supposing it possible that his reformation were ge- 
nuine, it would even then by no means involve the truth 
of her proposition, that past libertinism insures future 
felicity j yet many a weak girl, confirmed in this palata- 
ble doctrine by examples she has frequently admired of 
those surprising reformations so conveniently effected in 
the last scene of most of our comedies, has not scrupled 
to risk her earthly and eternal happiness with a man, 
who is not ashamed to ascribe to the influence of her 
b,eauty that power of changing the heart, which he im- 
piously denies to Omnipotence itself. 

As to the last of these practical aphorisms, that " there 
if no medium in marriage, but that it is a state of exqui- 
site happiness or exquisite misery ;" this, though not 
equally sinful, is equally delusive : for marriage is only 
one modification of human life, and human life is not com- 
monly in itself a state of exquisite extremes'; but is for 
the most part that mixed and moderate state, so natu- 
raHy dreaded by those who set out with fancying this 
world a state of rapture, and sp naturally expected by 
those who know it to be a state of probatiwi and discipline. 
Marriage, therefore, is only one condition, and often the 
best condition, of that imperfect state of being, which, 
though seldom very exquisite, is often very tolerable; and 
which may yield much comfort to those who do not'look for 
constant transport. Bat,unfortunately,ihose who find ^hem- 
selves disappointed of the unceasing raptures tliey had 
anticipated in marriiage, disdaining to sit down with so 
poQr a provision as comfbrt, and scorning the acceptance 
of that moderate lot which Previdencecommojily bestows 
with a view to check despcmdencyland to repress presump- 
tion ; give themselves ij|> to the other alterpative^^^ ^ 
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abandoning their heart to discontent, make to themselves 
that miicry with which their i'ei'vid imaginations liad 
filled ihc opposite scale. 

The truth is, these young ladies arc very apt to pick 
^up their opinions, less from the divines than the poets^ ' 
and the poets, though it must be confessed they are some 
of the best em1)ellisher8 of life, are not guiu the safest 
conductors through it : for in travelling through a wilder- 
ness, though we avail ourselves of the haimony of sing- 
ing-birds to render the grove delightful, yet we never 
think of following them as guides to conduct us through 
its labyrinths. 

Those women, in whom the natural defects of a warm 
temper have been strength ejicd by an education which 
fosters their faults, are very dexterous in availing them-* 
selves of a hint, when it favours a ruling inclination, sooths 
vanity, indulges indolence, or gratifies their love of pow- 
er. They have heard so often from their favourite senti- 
mental authors, and their more flattering male friends, 
« thai when Nature denied them strength, she gave them 
fascinating graces inr compensation ; that their strength 
consists in their weakness ;*' and that " they are endowed- 
with arts of persuasion which supply the absence of force, 
and the place of reason ;" that they learn, in time, to pride 
themselves 6n that very weakness, and to become vain 
of their imperfections ; till at length they begin to claim 
for their defects, not only pardon, but admiration. Hence 
they get to cherish a species of feeling which, if not 
checked, terminates in exeessive selfishness ; they learn 
■ to produce their inability to bear contradiction as a proof 
of their tenderness ; and to indulge in that sort of irrita^ 
biiity in all that relates to themselves, which inevitably 
leads to the utter excluuon of all interest in the sufferings 
of others. Instead of exercising their sensibility in the 
wholesome duty of relieving distress, and visiting scenes 
of sorrow, that sensibility itself is pleaded as a reason for 
their not being able to endure sights of wo, and for shun- 
ning the distress it should be exerted in I'emoving. That 
exquisite sense of feeling which God implanted *in the 
heart as a stimulus to quicken us in rellev'mg the miseries 
of others, is thus introverted, and learns to consider se(f 
not as the agent, but the object of compassion. Tender- 
ness ismadean excuse for being hard-hearted ; and instead 
of drying the weeping eyes of others, this false delicacy 
reserves its selfish tears for the naore ele^J^tj^d^ssex- 
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When feeling stimulates only to self4ndulgence ; wheft 
ibe moft exquisite afibctiof»& of sympatiiy and pity, cva- 
pordtc in sentiment, instead of Bowing out in active dia- 
lity, and affording assistance, i>roteciion9 or consolation to 
every species of distress ^ it is an evidence tkat the feeling 
is of a spurious kind ; and instead of being nourished as 
an amiable tenderness, it should be sobdued as a fond and 
base self-lc^ve. 

That idleness, to whose cruel inroads many women of for-* 
tune are unhappily exposed, from not having been trained 
to consider wholesome occupation, vigorous exertion, and 
systematic emjdoyment, ars maidng part of the indispensa* . 
bte duties of Hfe, lays them ope^ to a thoosan^ evils of 
this kind, from which the useful and the busy are exempt* 
ed : and, perhaps, it would not be easy to find a more piti* 
able object than a woman with a great deal of time and a. 
great deal of money on her hands, who, never having been 
talight the conscienuous use of either, squanders both a,t 
random, or rather moulders both away, without pian^ 
withotit prmciple, and without pleasure i all whose pro*' 
jects begin and terminate in self : who considers the rest 
of the world only as they may be subservient to her gra/ti- 
ilcation f and to whom it never opcurred, that both her 
time and money were given for the gratification and good 
of others. 

It is not much to the credk of the other sex^ that they 
now and then lend themselves to the indudgence of thig 
selfish spirit in their wives, and cherish by a kind ^ false 
fondness those faults which should he combated by good 
sense and a reasonable counteraction : slothfuUy prefer- 
ring a little false pe;ice» the purchasa of precarious quietr 
and the reputation of good nature,, to the higher duty of 
forming the raind, fixii^ the principles, and strengthen- 
ing the character of her with whom they are connected*. 
Perhai^ too a little vanity in the husbcmd helps out hi» 
good nature ;. he secretly rewarcis himself for his sacri-^ 
£c^by.tlie consciousness. of, his superiorUyt he ieeis » 
^If-complacency in his patient coadescensioii to her 
weakness, which tacitly fiatteys his awn strength,^ and ho 
is, as it w<sre, paid for stooping by the increased sense o£ 
liis own tallness. Seeing also, perhaps, but little of oUier 
women» ht^ gets to believe thai tkeyiure lOi pretty mwsh 
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elike, and that, as a man of sense, he musi coatent htm* 
self witii %vhat he takes to be the common lot. Wherea^y 
in truth, by his misplaced indulgence, he has rather made 
his own lot than drawn it ; and thus through an Ibdoleat 
despair in the husband of being able to effect any tm* 
provement by opposition, it happens, that many a help* 
less, fretful, and daudling wife acquires a more power- • 
ful ascendency than the most discreet and amiable wo- - 
man ; and that the most absolute female tyranny is estab- 
lished by these sickly and capricious humours. 

The poets again, who, to do them justice, are alsrajs 
ready to lend a helping hand when any mischief is to be 
done, have contributed their full share towards confirm- 
ing these feminine follies : they have strengthened fey 
adulatory maxims, sung in seducing strains, those fault& 
which their talents and their influence should have be^n 
employed in correcting. When fair and youthful fe- . 
males are complimented with being 

Fine by defect and delicately weak f 
h not a standard of feebleness held out to them to which 
vanity will gladly resort and to which softness mid indo- 
lence can easily act up, or rather act downy if I may be' 
allowed the expression ? 

When ladies are told by the same misleading, but to 
them high authority, that ^ smiles and tears are the irre- 
sistible arms with which Nature has fm*nished the^> for 
conquering the strong," will they not eagerly fly to this » 
cheap and ready artillery instead of labouring to furnish 
themselves with a reasonable mind^ an equable temper, 
and a meek and quiet spirit ? 

Every animal is endowed by Providence with the pe- 
culiar powers adapted to its nature and its wants I while 
none, except the human, by grafting an on natural saga- ' 
city, injures or mars the gift. Spoilt wom^, who fancy « 
there is something mort Jticguant andallurlng in the muta- 
ble graces of caprice j tlian in the monotonous smoothness 
of an even temper, and w^o also having heard much, as. 
was observed belbre, about their « amiable weakness,** 
learn to look about them for the best suceedaiMum.'Co • 
strength, the supposed absence of Which they sometimes 
endeavour to supply by artifice. By this engine the 
weakest >vomaa frequently furnishes the con^veise to the 
i^amous reply of the French minister, who, Mfhen he was 
accused of governing the mind of thatfeeble Queen Ma- 
>'Y de M^tl'ids by sorcery, rapiied^ « Oiai tlie only ^rceiy 
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he had used, was that influenoe which strong^nds natu- 
riJly have over weak ones.'* / 

But though it be fair so to study the tempers, defects, 
and weaknesses of others, as to convert our knowledge of 
them to the promotion of their benefit and our own ; and 
though it be making a lawful use of our penetration to 
avail ourselves of the faults of others for " their good to 
edification ;" yet all deviations from the straight line of 
truth and simplicity ; every plot insidiously to turn in- . 
fiuence to unfidr account ; all contrivances to extort from 
a bribed complaisance what reason and justice would re- 
fuse to our wishes i these are some of the operations of 
that lowest and most despicable engine, selfish cunning* 
by which little minds aomeumes govern great ones. 

And unluckily, women, from their natural desire to 
please, and from their sometimes doubting by what means 
this grand end may be best effected, are in more danger of 
being led into dissimulation than men ; for dissimulation 
is the result of weakness, and the refuge of doubt and 
distrust, rather than of conscious strength, the dangers 
of which Ue another way. Frankness, truth, and simpli- 
city, therefore as they are inexpressibly charming, so are 
they peculiarly commendable in women, and nobly evince 
that while the possessors of them wish to please, (and 
why should they not wish it ?) they disdain to have re- 
course to any thing but what is fair, and just, and honour- 
able to effect it ; that they scorn to atudn the most desir- 
ed end by any but the most lawful means. The beauty of 
simplicity is indeed so intimately felt and generally ac- 
knowledged by all who have a true taste for personal, 
moral, or intellectual beauty, that women of the deepest 
artifice often find their account in assuming an exterior 
the most foreign to their character, and by affecting the 
most studied naivete. It is curious to see the quantity ot 
art some people put in practice in order to appear natu- 
ral s and the deep design which is set at work to exhibit 
AimfiHcity. And indeed this feigned simplicity is the 
most mischievous, because the most engaging of all the 
Proteus forms which dissimulation can put on. For the 
most free and bold sentiments have been sometimes ha- 
zard^ with fatal . success under this unsuspected mask. ' 
And an innocent, quiet, indolent, arlless manner, has been 
adopted as the most refined and successful accompani- 
TFoent of sentiments, ideas, and dc6igns,neilher artless nor 
innocent. 
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CHAPTER XVr 

On SsupaUim^ and the modem haifiu offasMtnoBle U/k 

Perhaps the interests of true friendship, elegant ccm- . 
Tersation, mental improvement, social pleasure, maternal 
duty, and conjugal comfort, never received suqh a blovr 
as wtien Fashion issued out that arbitrary and universal 
decree, that every body must be acquainted with every^ 
body ; together with that consequent authoritative, but 
rather inconvenient clause, that every body must also go 
every where every night. The devout obedience paid ta 
this law is incompatible with the very being of friend- 
ship ; for as the circle of acquaintance expands, and it 
will be continually expanding, the affections will be beat- 
en out into such thin lamina as to leave little solidity re- 
maining. The heart which is continually exhausting it- 
self in professions gVows cold and hard. The feelings of 
kin^nesa diminish in proportion as the expression of it 
becomes more diffuse and indiscriminate. The very- 
traces of « simplicity and godly sincerity** in a delicate 
female, wear away imperceptibly by constant collision 
with the world at large. And perhaps no woman takes 
so little interest in the happiness of her real friends, a» 
she whose affections are incessantly evaporating in uni- 
versal civilities ; as she who is saying fond and flattering 
things at random to a circle of five hundred people every ^ 
night. 

The decline and fall of animated and instructive con^ 
versation has been in a good measure effected by this bar- 
barous project of assembling en masse. An excellent 
prelate,* with whose friendship the author was long hon- 
tjured, and wha himself excelled in the art of conversa- 
tion, used to remark, that a few years had brought about 
a great revolution in the manners of society ^ that it used 
to be the custom previously to gokig into company, to* . 
think that something wa& to be communicated or receiv- 
ed, taught or learnt ; that the powers of the understand- 
ing were expected to be brought into exercise, and that 
it was therefore necessary to quicken the mind^ by read- 
ing and thinking, for the share the individual might be 
expected to take in the general discourse j but that know- 
ledge, and taste, and wu, and erudition, seemed now to> 
be scarcely considered as necessary materials to be brought 
into the pleasurable commerce of the world j because^ 
• Tke late Bia^op of How». 
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SOW there v^as little chance bf turning them to murh 
account ; and therefore he who possessed them, and h* . 
who possessed them not^ were nearly on a footing. 

It is obvious also that multitudinous assemblies are so 
little favourable to that eheetfulnesa which it should seem 
to be their very end to promote^ that if there were any che* 
mical process by which the quantum of spirits^ animal or . 
intellectual, could be ascertained, the diminution would bo 
found to have been inconceivably great, sinco the tran&« 
formation of man and woman from a social to a gregarioua 
animal. 

But if it be true that friendship, society, and cheerful*^ 
ness,have sustained so much injury by thischange of maft->* 
ners, how much more pointedly does the remark apply to 
family happiness ! 

Notwithstanding the known fluctuation of mannerit 
and the mutability of language, could it be foreseen^whea 
the apostle Paul exhorted " married women to be keepers 
mchomcy" that the time would arrive when that very phrase 
would be selected to designate one of the mostdecidtid acta. 
of dissipation I Could it be foreseen that when a fine ladj^ 
should send out a notification that on such a night she shall 
be AT HOME, these two significant words (besides intimat* 
ing the rarity of the thing) would present to the mind an 
image the most undomestic which language cm convey i 
My country readers, who may require to have it explained 
that these two magnetic words now possess the powerful 
influence of drawing together every thing^Jwe within the 
aphere of their attraction, may need also to be apprized, 
that the guests afterwards are not asked what was said by 
the company, but whether the crowd was prodigious, the 
rule for deciding on the merit of a fashionable society not 
being by the taste or the spirit, but bj^ the score and the 
hundred. The question of pleasure, like a parliamentary 
question, is now carried by numbers. And when two par- 
ties modish, like two parties political, are run one against 
another on the same night, the same kind of mortification 
attends the leader of a defeated minority, the same tri- 
umph attends the exulting carrier of superior numberSs 
in the one case as in the other. 

An eminent divine has said, that " perseverance in 
prayer will either make a man leave ofl* sinning, or a con- 
tinuance in sin will make him leave off prayer." This r«- 
znark may be accommodated to those ladies who, while 
tl^ey are devoted to the cnjoymeata of the world, yet pe- 
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ttin considerable solicitude for the instruction of ^ theiip 
dttughters. But if they aic really in earnest to give them 
a Christian education, they must themselves renounce a 
dis»l|)ated life. Or if they resolve to pursue the chace of 
pleasuret they must renounce this prime duty. Comranes 
canftot unite. The moral nurture of a tall daughter can no 
more be administered by a mother whose time is absorbed 
bf crowds abroad, than the physical nurture of her in&nt 
eflfoprinii; can be supplied by her in » perpetual absence 
fffom home. And is not that a preposteroi^ affection which 
leads a mother to devote a few months to the inferior duty 
of furnishing aliment to the mere animal life, and then to 
^•ert her post when the more important moral and intel- 
leotoal cravings require sustenance ? This great object is 
not to be effected with the shreds and parings rounded off 
from the circle of a disMpated hfe ; but in order to its ade« 
^iftate execution, the mother should carry it on with the 
same spirit and perseverance at home, which tlie father 
thinks it necessary-to be exerting abroad in his public duty 
or professional engagements. 

- The usual vindication (and in theory it Tias a plausible 
sound) which has been ofl^ed for the large portion of time 
spent oy women in acquiring ornamental talents is, that 
they are calculated to make the possessor love home, ^nd 
that they innocently fill up the hours of leisure. The plea 
has indeed so promising an appeai^nce, that it is worth in* 
* quiring whether it be in fact true. Do we then, on feirly 
pursuing the inquiry, discover that those who have spent 
most time in such light acquisitions, are really remarkable 
for loving home or staying quietly there ? or that when 
there, they are sedulous in turning time to the best ac- 
count I I speak not of that rational and respectable clasa 
of MTomen, who, applying (as many of them do) these ele- 
gant talents to their true purpose, employ them to^ fill up 
the vacancies of better occupations, and to embellish the 
leisure of a life actively good. But do we generally see 
that even the most valuable and sober part of the reigning 
female acquisitions leads their possessor to scenes most 
fovourable to the enjc^ment of them ? to scenes which we 
should naturally suppose she would seek, in order to the 
more effectual cultivation of such rational pleasures ? 

Would not those delightful pursuits, botany and draw- 
ing, for instance, seem likely to court the fields, the 
woods, and gardens of the paternal seat, as more congenial 
to their natiii*e, and more appropriate to their ©xerci^t 
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Ijhfta barren ^Katerlng places, deaiitiutejof a £)Pe€>xir anlievhi 
tor a fioMrer, and not affording an hour'a interval from •sho*- 
ce&siive pleasures, tO;profit Uy the scene even if it abound* 
«d with the^hok vegetable world, from the ^'^Cedaref 
Lebanon to the Hyssop on the wall." 

From the mention of watering places, afnay the author 
be sdlowed to suggest a few remarks on the evils which 
have arisen from the.general conspiracy of the gay to.uauvp 
the regions of the sick ; and from their converting the 
health*restoring fountains, meant as a refuge for diseasei 
into the resorts of vanity for those who have no diaeaae 
but idleness ? 

Thisinability of staying at home,as itis one t>f the anost 
infallible, so it is one of the most dangerous syn^ptomstof 
thC'reigning mania. It would be more tolerablcy did this 
epidemic malady only break out, as formerly, during the 
winter, or some one Sf^ason. Jtleretoibre, the ti^nantry and 
tiie poor, the ;naturdl dependentson the rural mansions of 
the'opulent, bad some definite^ period to which.they might 
joyfully look forward for the approach of those patrons, 
pait of whose business in life it is to inQuence by their 
presence, to instruct by their Axampl^? to sooth by iheir 
kindness, and to assist by their liberality, those whom Pro- 
vidence, in the distribution of human lots, has placed un- 
der their more immediate protection. Though it would be 
£ir from truth to assort that dissipated people are never 
charitable, yet I will venture to say, that dissipation is in- 
t;Dnsistent with, the efiirit of chanty. That affecting vpre- 
cept followed by so gracious a promise, <^ Never turn away 
thy face from any poor man, and then the face. of the Xjotd 
shall never be tiu-ned away from. thee," cannot literally 
mean that we -should ^/ve to all, as then we should soon 
liave nothing left to give : but it seems to intimate.the ha- 
bitual attention, the duty of inquiring out all caaes of dis- 
tress, in order to Judge which are fit to be relieved ; now 
ibr this inquiry, for this>att en tion,,tlie dissipated have little 
taste and less leisure. 

Let a ceasonaUe conjecture (for calculation would (ail I) 
be made of ti(»wt largo a diminution of the general good 
has been effected in this single respect, by causes, which, 
though they do not 'Seem important in themselves, yet 
make no inconsiderable part of the mischief arising from 
'modern manners : ancNf^spcak now lo persons whotntend 
to be charitable. What a deduction will be ftiade from the 
aggregate of charity, by a circunistance apparently trifling 
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.when wdconsider what wbuld be the beneficial efFects of 
tbftt ^g^kr bounty which must almost unavoidably result 
from the evening widks of a great and benevolent family 
anong the cottages of their own domain : the thousand 
little acts of, comparatively unexpensive kindness, which 
the •ig^ht of petty wants and difficulties would excite ; 
intuits, which will scarcely be felt in the relation : and 
whitfh will probably be neither seen, nor felt, nor fairly 
represented, in their long absences, by an agent. And 
• what is even almost more than the good done, is the habit 
v^f mmd kept up in those who do it. Would not this habit, 
exercised on the Christian principle, that *< even a cup of 
cold water," given upon right moHvesy shall not lose its 
reward ; while the giving ^< all their goods to feed the 
poor," without th^ true printifiU of charity, shall proit 
them nothing ; would not this habit, I say, be almost the 
best part of the education of daughters ?* 

But transplant this wealthy and bountiful Bunily period- 
ically to the frivolous and uninteresting bustle of the wa- 
tn^ig place ; there it is not denied that frequent public 
and &shionable acts of charity may make a part (and it is 
well they do) of the business and amusement of the day ; 
with this latter, indeed, they are sometimes good-natut^d« 
ly mhted up. But how shall we compare the regular sys- 
tematical ^ood these persons would be iteing at their own 
home, with the light and amusing, and bustling bounties 
of the public place ? The illegal rafile at the t<^-shop, 
may relieve, it is true^ some distress, but this distress, 
though it may be real, and though if real, it ought to be 
relieved, is far less easily ascertained than the wants of the 
poor round a person^s own door, or the debts of a distress* 
ed tenant. How shall we compare the ^road stream of 
bounty which should be flowing through and refi^eahing 
whole districia, with the penurious current of the sub* 
acriptkm breakfiast for the needy musician, in which the 
price of the gift is taken out in the diversion, and in which 
pleasure dignifies itself with the name of bounty ? How 
shall we compare the attentimi, Mtd time, and zeal which 
would odierwise, perhaps, be devoted to the vilkge aehooly 

* It would be a pteasftnt summer amtisement for our yoong la&ei of ftrtone, if ibey 
wove to preside at fueh spiniuBKitmtsasfti^ iiutitiitedatNttiiehaia,forthe promotion 
df virtue and industi^ in their own sex. Hl^surable annireruiries of this kind would 
serve to comlnne in tbe minds of the poor twoideas wliich ou^t never to be tepatft* 
t«d, but which <^ are not very bi ward to unite,~'thatthe gneat wi^ to make tfaoa 
happy M well as ^qpd Occasional appvoximaUons of the ridi and poor, fbrthe purpo- 
fees of relief ami iastnK:tion,attd annual meeangs flw tfaepurpoM o« innocent pieaanre^ 
woidddo much towards wetrin- away disconteht, and contribute tttieconcae tbe low* 
«r ckMs to that state in wbiQh i< faas pleas^ C^ to (lawtlie%. 
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4i;ptni in hawking about benefit tickets for abroken player^^ 
while the kindness of the benefactress^ perhaps, is re- -- 
Warded by scenes in which her charity is not always re«- 
paid by the purity of the exhibition ? 

Far be it from the author to wish to check the full tide 
of charity wherever it is disposed to flow I Would sh6 
could multiply the already abundant streams, and behold 
every source puriied 2 But in the public resorts there 
are many who are able and willing to give. In the /sei> 
^uestered, though populous village, there is, perhaps, on* 
ly one affluent family ; the distress Which they do not be^ 
holdf will probably not be attended to : the distress which 
they do not relieve will probably not be relieved at all : 
the wrongs which they do not redress will go anredress- 
ed: the oppressed whom they 4o not rescue will sink 
under the tyranny of the oppressor. Through their own 
riaral domains toO) charity runs in a clearer current, and 
it under less suspicion of being polluted by that muddy 
tincture which it is sometimes apt to contract in passing 
through the impure soil of the world. • 

But to return from this too Jong digression : the old 
standing objection formerly brought forward by the pre* 
judices of the other sex, and too eagerly laid hold on as 
a shelter for indigence and ignorance by ours, was, that 
imeliectual accomplishments too much absorbed the 
thoughts and affections, took women off from the neces* 
sary attention to domestic deities, and superinduced a con* 
tempt or neglect of whatever was useful. . But it is pecu« 
liarly the character of the present day to detect absurd 
opinions^ and expose plausible tlte<»'ies by the simple and 
decisive answer of experiment ; and it is presumed that 
this popular error as well as others, is daily receiving the 
refutation of actu^ experience. For it cannot surely be 
maintained on ground that is any longer tenable^ that ac^ 
quirements tr^ly rational are calculated to draw off the 
mmd from i«al duties. Whatever removes pi'e judices, 
whatever stimulates industry, whatever rectifies the 
judgment, whatever corrects self-conceit, whatever pu- 
rifies the taste^ and raises the understanding, will be like- 
ly to contribute to moral excellence : to woman moral 
excellence is the grand object of education ; and of mo- 
ral excellence, domestic life is to woman the proper 

Count over the list of females who hajpe juaiic ship- 



^reck of their fianc and yirtue, and have fornished tte 
• most lamentable cxawiple&of the dereliction of family du- 
des ; and the nHmber wijl not be found considerable who 
have been led astray biy the pursuit of knowledge. And 
if a few deplorable instances of this kind be produced, it 
will commonly be found that there was little infusion into 
the minds of such women of that correcting principle 
urithout which all other knowledge only *' puffeth' up.'' 

The lime nightly expended in late female vigils is ex- 
pended by the light of far other lamps than those which 
are fed by the smdent's oil ; and if families are to be 
found who are neglected through too much siudy in the 
mistress, it will probably be proved to be Hoyie, and not 
Homer, who has robbed her children of her time and afr 
feciions. For one family which has been neglected by 
the mother's passion for books, an hundred have been de- 
serted through her passion for play. The husband of a 
fashionable woman will not often find that the library is 
the apartment the expenses of which involve him in debt 
or disgrace. And lor one literary slattern, who now 
manifests her imlifference to her husband by the neglect 
• of her person, there are scores of elegant spendthrifts 
who ruin theirs by excess of decoration. ^ 

May I digress a little while I remark, that I am far from 
asserting that literature has neve^r filled women with van- 
ity and self-conceit ; the contrary is too obvious : but I 
will assert, that in general those whom books are suppos- 
ed to have spoiled, would have been spoiled in another 
way without them. She who is a vain pedant because 
she has read much, has-probably that defect in her mind 
which would have made her a vahi fool if she had read 
nothing. It is not her having more knowledge, but less 
sense, which makes her insufferable ; and ignorance 
would have added little to her value, for it is not what she 
has but what she wants, which makes her unpleasant. 
These instances too furnish only a fresh argument for the 
general cultivation of the female mind. The wider diffu- 
sion of sound knowledge, would remove that tem|>tation 
to he vain which may be excited by its wity. 

But while we would assert that a woman of a cultivat- 
ed intellect is not driven by the same necessity as otlieit 
into the giddy whirl of public resort : who but regreti 
that real cultivation does not inevitably preserve her frpm 
it ? No wonder that inanity of character^ that vacuity pf 
mind, that torpid ignorance) should plunge iato di^sipni- 



Uon as their natural refuge x should seek to bury their 
insignificance in the crowd of pressinjj multitudes, and 
hope to escape analysis and detection io the undistin^ 
gutshed masses of mixed assemblies I Thtre attr'uioii ' 
rubs all bodies smooth) and makes all surfaces alike ; 
thither superficial and external accomplishments natural* 
ly fly as to their proper sbene of action ; as to a fi^ld 
where competition in such trifles is in perpetual exer- 
cise ; where the laurels of admiration are to be won^ 
where the trophies of vanity may be carried off trium- 
phantly. 

It would indeed be matter of little comparative regret^ 
if this corrupt air were breathed only by those whose na- 
tural element it seems to be ; but who can forbear lament- 
ing^ that the power of fashion attracts into this impure and 
unwholesome atmosphere, minds also of a better make, 
of higher aims and ends, of more ethereal temper ? that 
it attracts even those who, renouncing enjoyments for 
which they have a genuine taste, and which would make 
them really happy, neglect society they love and pursuits 
they admire, in order that they may neem happy, and be 
fashionable in the chace of pleasures they despise, and in 
<2ompany they disapprove I But no correctness of taste> 
no depth of knowledge, will infallibly preserve a woman 
from this, contagion, unless her heart be impressed with 
a deep Christian conviction that she is responsible for 
the application of knowledge as well as for the dedication 
of time. 

This contagion is so deep, so wide, and fatal, that if I 
were* called upon to assign the predominant cause of the 
greater part of the misfortunes and corruptions of the 
great and gay in our days, I should not look for it princi* 
pally in any obviously great or striking circumstance ; 
not in the practice of notorious vices, not originally in the 
dereliction of Christian principle; but 1 should without 
hesitation ascribe it to a growing, regular, systematic se- 
ries of amusements,; to an incessant, boundless, and not 
very disreputable dissipation. Oiher corruptions, 
though more formidable in appearance, are yet less fatal i 
in some respects, because they leave* us intervals to re- 
flect on their turpitude, and spirit to lament their exces- 
ses ; but dissipation is the more hopeless, as by engross* 
ing almost the entire life, and enervating the whole mo- 
ral and intellectual system, it leaves neither time for re- 
flectiouj nor space for self-examination, nor temper Cor 
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the ^eri^ing of rip^bt afiecuon% uoi* leisure for tlh« 
Operation of sound principles, nor interval for regret, nor 
vigour to resist temptation, nor energy to struggle fiMr 
aoiendment. 

The great master of the science of pleasnre among th# 
ancients, who reduced it into a system, which he called 
the chief good ofman^ directed that there should be ior- 
terval enough between the succession of delights to sbiarp* 
•n inclination ; and accordingly instituted periodical days 
of abstinence ; well knowing that gratification was bcist 
promoted by previous self-denial. But so little do our 
youries of fashion understand the true nature of pleasure^ 
that one amusement is allowed to overtake another with* 
out any interval, either for recollection of the past, or- 
preparation for the future. Even on their own seUisk 
principle, therefore, nothing can be worse understood 
than this continuity of enjoyment : for to such a degree 
of labour is the pursuit carried, that the pleasures exhaust 
instead of exhilarating, and the recreations require to bfi 
rested from. 

For, not to argue the question on the ground of reli- 
^pn, but merely pn tliat of present enjoyment ; look 
abroad and see who are the people that complain of we«« 
riness, listlessneas, and dejection. You will not find tbev^ 
atnong the class of such as are overdone with work, b»t 
ynK\\ pleasure. The natural and healthful f^igues of bu- 
siness may be recruited by simple and cheap gratification&i 
but a spirit) worn down with the toils rfsonusem^, re- 
quires pleasures of poignancy ; varied, multiplied, ad« 
mulating 1 

It has been observed by medical writers, that that seller 
excess in which many indulge, by eating and drinking a 
little too much at every day's dinner and every night*s 
supper, more effectually undermines the health, thaa 
those more rare excesses by which others now and then 
break in upon a life of general sobriety. This iUustrft* 
tion is not introduced with a design to recommend occa* 
sional deviations into gross vice, hy way of a pious receipt 
for mending the morals ; but merely to suggest, tfa«M; 
there is a probability that those who are sometimes driven 
by unresisted passion into irregularities which shock their 
-cooler reason, are more liable to be roused to a sense of 
Aheir danger, than persons whose percepftons of evil are 
blimted through a round of systematical, uncea^ng» and 
yet QQt seandalouii dissipation. And when I affirm that 
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^^ Intern of regular indulgence relaxes the soul, eni 
siarea the heart, bewitches the senses, and thus disquali/ 
fies for pious thought or useful action, without liaving^ 
any thing in it so gross as to shock the coascience ; and 
when I hazard an opinion that this state is more formi* 
dal^e, because less alarming, than that which hears upon 
it a more determined character of evil, I no more meau 
to speak of the latter in slight and palliating terms, than 
I would intimate^ because the sick sometimes recover 
from a fever, but seldom from a palsy, that a fever ia 
therefore a safe or a heahhy state. 

But there seems to be an error in the first concoction> 
out of which the subsequent errors successively grow. 
First then, a? has been observed^before, the showy educm* 
lion of women tends chiefiy to qualify them for the glare 
€i public assemblies : ' secondly, they seem in many in* 
stances ta>ie so educated, with a view to the greater pro- 
bability^of their being splendidly married : thirdly, it is 
alleged} in vindication of those dissipated practices, that 
daughters can only be seen, and admirers procured, at 
balls, operaSf and assemblies ; and that therefore, by a na- 
tural consequence, balls, operas, and assemblies must be 
followed up without intermission till the object be efiect- 
ed. For the accoropUsment of this object it is, that all this 
complicated machinery had been previously set a-goingy 
and kept in motion with an activity not at all slackened 
by the disordered state of the system : for some machines, 
instead <^ being stopped, go &ster because the true sprinf^ 
is out of order ; the only difference being, that they go 
• wrong, and so the increased rapidity adds only to the 
qum^ty of error. 

It is also, as we have already remarked^ an error to fknc 
cy that the love of pleasure exhausts itself by indulgence^ 
sttd that the very young .are chiefly addicted to it. The 
contrary a{^>ear& to be true. The desire often grows with 
the pursuit in the same degree as motion is quickened by 
the continuance (^ the gravitating force. 

First then, it cannot be thought unfair to trape baclc 
the excessive fondnes.s for amusement to that mode of edur 
cation we have elsewere repi^obatedu , Few of the ac/- 
.complishtnents, falaely &Q cal^d, assist the dcv^lppement 
ef the faculties ; they do not enercise the judgment nor 
Vring. into action those power;^ which lit the heart and 
saod fitnr the occupsmons of life ; they ;dQ, not prei^;^ 

Digitized by Google 



lyomt ate ieve home) to uiKlerstMKl its oc€uptimi% VOfttBt' 
liven its uDiformityt to fulfil it& dutiesi to inultiplf it^cooi- 
forts : they do not leiui to thacaort <^expertm»ital logic, 
* if I tauf so speaks compounded of observation and refiec* 
fion} which makes up the moral science of life andmaii- 
ttiers. Talents which have di*ftlay ibr tbeirobject, dea*^ 
pise the narrow stage of home : they deimmd mankijM) 
for their spectators) and the world for their th»aurc» 

While one cannot help shrinking a^ litde froqi the ide% 
of a delicate yoimg creature, lovely in person vxd enona- 
ging in.mind andmanners» sacrificii^ nightly at the puUic 
shnno of FasbioQ) at onpe ihe votary and the victim } one 
cannot help figiu'ing oae^s self how nauch more interesting 
«he would appear in the eye^ of a man of feelings did he 
behold her in the more endearing situations of domestic 
life. And who can forbear wishing, th^tthe good 8eftse> 
good tastO) and delicacy of the men had rather led them 
to prefer seeking companions for life in the alniost sacred 
quiet of a virtuous Home ? There they might have ha4 
the means of seeing and admiring those amiable beings in 
the best point of view i there they might have been en* 
abled to form a ju&ter estimate of femsde weirth^ thiga ie 
likely to be obtained in sceneS} where such qualities and 
talents a^ might be expected to add to the stock of do- 
mestic comfort mustnecessarily be kept in the back ground^ 
and where such cMUy ctfu be brought inte view as are not 
particularly calculated tQ insure the certeiely of hom^^ 
^^j%ht8. 

o ! dU-difT lie«p tfiriv pciMnt ft«ih mi Mir» 
Uqvr would tbey pluck altagiancet'eom menVtawu, 
i^Ud win by nureoeit J 

But by what unaccountahle infatuation is it that mett 
too, evei^ jnen of sense, join in the codfederacy against 
their own happiness, by looking for their heme cempan«^ 
ions in tl^ resorts of vanity ? Why de not such men r&s» 
superior to the illusions of &shions? Why do they not uiii«^ 
Ibrmiy seek her w he is to preside in their families, in the 
bosom of her own I in the practice ef every domestic duty^ 
in the exercise of every amiable virtue, in \i\e exertion o£ 
every elegant accomplishment ? those accomplishments oC^ 
which we have been reprobating, not the pesses^ofi, Init 
the appUcatton ? there they wouUI §nd her exerting them 
to their true end, to enliveti bu^^ness, to animate retire- 
ment, taembeUish the charming scene of femily delightSi 
telxei^lit»»the ioftevesftleg pleasiu^esof tocialintercourse^ 

\ 
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mdi risia^ ^ ^^ noUett ob]ect> to adorn the doctrine of 
God her ^viour. 

If, indeed, woman nwre mere out-side, form teid {accr 
onlf , and if mind made up no part of her composition, it 
^vrould follow that a ball-room was quite as appropriate ft 
^ce for choosing a wife, as an exhibition room for chooa« 
ing a picture. But, inasmuch as women are not mere 
portraita» their value not being determinable by a glance of 
the eye, it follows that a different mode of appreciating; 
their value, and a different place for viewing them ante-*? 
cedent to their being individually selected, is desirable. 
Xhe two cases differ, also in this, that if a man select » 
jucture for himself from among all its exhibited compete 
Uors, and bring it^to his own house, the picture being pas- 
sive, he is able to ^ it there : while the wife, picked up^ 
at a public place, and accustomed to incessant displayt 
y^ill not, it is probable, when brought home, stick so qui- 
etly to the spot where he fixes her ; but will escape to the 
exhibition-room again, and contmue to be displayed at 
every subsequent e3^hibition, just as if she were not be<* 
come private property, and had never been definitively 
di8p<»edof. 

It is the novelty of a thing which astomshes us, and not 
its absurdity ; objecu may be so long kept before the eye 
that it begins no longer to observe them ; or may be 
brought into such cloa^ contact with it, that it does not 
discern thesu Long habit so reconciles us to almost any 
thing, that the grossest improprieties cease to strike us 
when they' once make a part of the common course of ac^ 
tion. This, by the way, is a strong reason for carefully 
siftingevery opinion and every practice before we let them 
>ncorporate into tbe mass of our habits, after which they 
will be no more examined.*-* Would it not be accounted 
preposterous far a young man to say he had fancied such 
% lady would dance a better minuet, because he had seen 
her behave devoutly at Church, and s/^ere/ore had chosen, 
her for his partner I and yet he is EM>t thought at all absurcU 
.when heintiKnateatl»ftihechosea partner for life because 
he was pleased with her at a ball. Surely the place of 
choosing and the motive of choice^ would be just as appro-, 
^riaie in one case as in the other, and the mistake, if the 
judgment fiiiled). ukm qu»i€ so seriou^. 

There is, amme the mote elevated classes of societjh ^ 
jcenain set of persons who are pleased exclusively to call 
thema^lyesi and* whom others by a sprt crf^coeapeUed cow?*- 
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fCsy are ^Teased to call, the fine xoorld. This small detach-< 
ment consider their situation with respect to the rest of 
mankind, just as the ancient Crreclans did theirs ; that is, 
as the Grecians thought there were but two sorts of be- 
ings, and that all who were not Grecians were barbarians ; 
60 this certain $et conceives of society as resolving itself 
into two distinct classes, thc^n^ nvorid and the peofile / 
to which last class they turn over all who do not belong 
lo their liule coterie^ however high their rank, or fortune, 
or merit. Celebrity, in their estimation, is not bestowed 
by birth or talents, but by bting connected with Mem, 
They have laws, immunities, privileges, and almost a lan- 
guage of their own ; they form a kind of distinct cast^ and 
with a sort of e^firit du corps detach themselves from 
others, even in general society, by an affectation of dis- 
tance and coldness ; and only whisper and smile in their 
own little groups of the initiated ; their confines are jeal- 
ously guarded, and their privileges are incommunicable. 
In this society a young man loses his natural character^ 
which, whatever it might have been originally, is melted 
down and cast into the one prevailing mould of Fashion ; 
all the strong, native, discriminating qualities of his mind 
being made to take one shape, one stamp, one supersciip- 
tion ! However varied and distinct might have been the 
jnaterials which nature threw into the crucible, plastic 
Fashion takes care that they shall all be the same, or at 
least appear the same, when they come out of the mo aid* 
Ayoung man in such an artificial state of society, accus- 
tomed to the voluptuous ease, refined luxtlries, soft ac- 
commodations, obsequious attendance, and all the mtre- 
strained indul^encies of a fashionable club, is not to be 
expected after marriage to take very cordially to a home> 
unless very extraoi'dinary exertions are made to amuse, to 
attach, and to interest him : and he is not likely to lend a 
very helping hand to the happiness of the union, whose 
most laborious exertions have hitherto been little more 
^an a selfish stratagem to reconcile health with pleasure* 
Excess of gratification has only served to make^ him irri* 
table and exacting ; it will of course be nopart of his pnK 
ject to make sacrifices, he wilt expect to receive them t 
Mid what would appear incredible to the Faladin^ of gaW 
ant times, and the Chevaliers Preux of more heroic days^ 
levtn in the necessary business of establkhing himself for 
life, he sometimes is more disposed to expect attention* 
than to make tdvance©. Thus the iaddem son of fia^iiwH 

Digitized by V^tOO^ I tT 



vnth a thousand fine, but dormant qualities, which a bacl 
tone of manners forbids him to bring into exercise ; with 
real energies which that tone does not allow him to dis- 
«oyer, and an unreal apathy which it commands him to 
feigp ; with the heart of an hero, perhaps, if called into 
the field, affects at home the manners of a Sybarite ; an4 
ke who, with a Roman, or what is more, with a Biitish 
yalour, would leap into the gulph at the call of public duty^ 

Vet in the soft ind piying ^pm of peaee, 

"^rben feshion has resumed her rights, woul<{ murmur if % 
fose leaf lay doilble under him. 

The clubs above alluded to, as has been said, generate, 
and cherish lui^urious habits, from their perfeQt ease, un^* 
dress, libeity, s^dinattentions to the distinctions of rank i 
they promote a love of play, and in short, every temper 
HPd spirit which tends tp undomesticaxe ; and what addst 
to the mischief is, aU this la attained at a cheap rate com^*^ 
pared with whaC may be procured at home in th« same 
^tyle. 

. These indulgencies, and this habit of mind, imply sa 
jaauch gratification of the pa^aions, that a woman can ne« 
▼er hope successfully to counteract the evil by supplying 
at home gratifications* in a superior degree, which are of 
the same kind* If she should attempt this, in a little time 
she will find that those passions, to which she has trusted 
for miaking pleasant the married life of her husband, wiU 
crave the stUl highev pleasures of the club ; and while 
these are pursued, she will be consigned over to solitary 
evenii^s at home, or driven back to the old dissipations* 

To conquer the passion for club gratifications^ a woman 
zpustnot strive tofeedit with sufiicient aliment in the san^ 
kind in heir society, either at home or abroad ; she must 
supplant and overcome it by a passion of a different na- 
tiu'e, which Providence has kindly planted within us; I 
mean by inspiring him with the love of fire side enjoy^ 
ments. But to qualify herself for administering these, she. 
must cultivate her understanding, and her hes^i^jjijad her 
temper, acquiring at the ^me time that modicum of ac-% 
<:omplishments suited to his taste, which may qualify her 
for possessing, both for him and for herself, greater va^ 
rieties of safe recreaticm^ 

^ One great cause of the want of attachment in these noo* 
dish coil^es is, that by living m the world at hu^ge, the|l 
are notdriven to depend on each other as the chief source of 
^Stfofoct* Now it ia pretty dear), in spite ofmodfii^Ohm^ii^ 
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that the very frame and being of societies, whether great 
or smdll) public or private, is jointed and glued together 
by dependence. Those atiachments which arise frora, and 
are compacted by, a sense of mutual wants, mutual affec- 
tion^ mutual benefit, and mutual obligation, are the cement 
which secure the union of the family as well as of the state. 

Unfortunately, when two young persons of the above 
diescription marry^ the union is sometimes considered ra- 
ther as the end than the beginning^ of an engagement : the 
attachment of each to the other is rather viewed as an ob- 
ject already completed, than as ene which marriage ia to 
eonfirm more closely But the companion for life is not 
always chosen from the purest motive ; she is selected,* 
perhaps, because she is admired by other men, rather than' 
because she possesses in an eminent degree those pecu- 
liar qualities which are likely to constitute the individual 
happiness of the man who chooses her. Vanity usurps the 
place of affection ; and indolence swallows up the juidgj- 
meut. Not happiness, but some easy substitute for happi- 
ness, is pursued ; and a choice which may excite envy, ra- 
ther than produce satisfaction, is adopted as the means of 
effecting it. 

The pair, not matched but joined^ set out separately 
with their independent and individual^ursuits ; whether 
it made a part of their original plan or not,thatthey should 
be indispensably necessary toeach other's comfort,the sense 
of this necessity, probably not very strong at first, rather 
dimmish than increases by time ; they live so much in the 
world, and so little together, that to stand well with their 
own aet continues the favourite project of each ; while 
to stand well with each other is considered as an under- 
part of the plot in the drama of life. Whereas,did they start 
in the conjugal race with the fixed idea that they were to 
look to each other for their chief worldly happiness, not 
only principle, but prudence, and even selfishnessy would 
convince them of the necessity of sedulously cultivating 
each oU&»5 esteem and affection as the grand means of 
promoting that happiness. But vanity, and the desire of 
flattery and applause, still continue to operate. Even aftep 
the husband is brought to feel a perfect indifference for 
his wife, he still likes to see her decorated in a style 
which may serve to justify his choice. He encourages her 
ft set off her person, not so much for his own gratificationt' 
as that his self-love may b^ flattered, by her continuing to 
attract the admiration of those whose opinion is the staoj* 
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dard by which he measures his fame, and which fafne is 
to stand him in the stead of happiness. Thus is she ne- 
cessarily exposed to the two-fold temptation of being at ' 
ence neglected by her husband, and exhibited as an 
object of attraction to other men. If sbe escape this com- 
plicated danger, she will be indebted for her preserva- 
tion, not to his prudence, but to her own principles. 

In some of these modish marriages, instead of the de- 
corous neaim ss, the pleasant intercourse, andthe mutual 
warmth of communication of the once social dinner ; the 
late and uninteresting meal is commonly hurried over by 
the languid and slovenly paii'> that the one may have time 
to his dress for his club, and the other for her party. *An4 
in these' cold) abstracted titea'd'titea^ they often take as 
little pains to entertain each other, as if the one was pre- 
cisely the Only human being in the world in whose eyes 
the other did not feel it necessary to appear agreeable. 

But if these young and perhaps really atniable persons 
could struggle against the imperious tyranny of fashiony 
and contrive to pass a little time together, so as to get ac- 
quainted with each other ; and if each would live in the 
lively and conscientious exercise of those talents and at- 
tractions which th-^iy sometimes know how to produce on 
occasions not quite so justifiable ; they would, I am per- 
suaded, often find out each other to be very agreeable 
people. And both of them, delighted and delighting, re- 
ceiving and bestowing happiness, would no longer be 
driven to the necessity of perpetually flying from home 
as from the only scene which offers no possible materials 
for pleasure. ' 

It may seem a contradiction to have asserted, that be- 
ings of all ages, tempei:s, and talents, should, with such 
unremitting mdustry, follow up any way of life,4f they 
did not find some enjoyment in it ; yet 1 appeal to the 
bosdms of these incessant hunters in the chase of plea- 
sure, whether they are really happy. No — In the fuH 
tide and torrent of diversion, in the full blaze of gaiety, ' 

The heart dlstmsttng asks if tliis be joy ? 

But there is an anxious restlesness excited by the pursuit, 
which, if not interesting, is bustling. Tl^ere is the dread, 
and partly the discredit, of being suspected of having one 
hour unmortgaged, not only to successive, but contend- 
ing engagements ; this it is, and not tlie pleasure of the 
engaf^ement itself, which is the object There is an 
agitation in the arrangements which i;iiposes itself on the 



vacant heart for happiness. There is a tumult kept up lit 
the spirits, which is a busy though treacherous substitute 
for coxnfort. The multiplicity of solicitations soothes yani«^ 
ty. The very regret that they cannot be all accepted has 
its charms ; for dignity is flattered because refusal in>plies 
importance, and pre-cngagement intimates celebrity. 
Then there is the joy of being invited when others are 
neglected ; the triumph of showing one*s less modish 
friend, that one is going where she cannot come ; and the 
feigned regret at being obliged to go, assumed before her 
who is half wild at being obliged to stay away. Thfese are 
some of the supplemental shifts for ha^^ess with which 
Vanity contrives to feed her hungry followers ; too eager 
to be nice. 

I. In the succession of open houses, in which pleasure is 
to be started and pursued on any given night, the actual 
place is never taken in the account of enjoyment ; the 
scene of which is always supposed to lie m any place 
where her votaries happen not to be. Pleasure has no 
present tense : but in the house which her pursuers have 
just quitted, and in the house to which they are just hast* 
ening, a stranger might conclude the slippery goddess 
had really fixed her throne, and that her worshippers con- 
sidered the existing scene, which they seem compelled 
to suffer, but from which they were eager to escape, as re- 
ally detaining them from some positive joy to which they 
were flying in the next crowd ; till, if he met them there, 
he would find the component parts of each precisely the 
same. He would hear the same stated phrases interrupt- 
ed, not answered, by the same stated replies ; the unfin- 
ished sentence " driven adverse to the winds" by pressing 
multitudes ; the same warm regret mutually exchanged 
hy two friends (who had been expressly denied to each 
other all the winter) that they had not met before ; the 
aame soft and smiling sorrow at bemg torn away from 
each other now ; the same anxiety to renew the meeting, 
with perhaps the same secret resoluticm to avoid it. He 
would hear described, with the same pathetic earnestness, 
the difliculties of getting into this house, and the dangers 
of getting out oftiie last I the perilous retreat of former 
nights, effected amidst the shocks of chariots and the clang 
of contending coachmen i a retreat indeed effected with a 
skill and peril little inferior to that of the ten thouaaud^ 
and detailed with far juster triumph ; for that which hap- 
Micd only once in a life to the Oreciaa Hero, oecor^ te 
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llicsc British lieroines every night. There is one point of 
fesemblaHice, indeed, between them, in which the com- 
parison fails ; for the Commander, with a mauvaiae honte^ 
at which a true female veteran would blush, is remarka- 
ble for never naming himself. 

With « mysterious reverence" I forbear to descant on 
those serious and interesting rites, for the more august 
and solemn celebration of ^hich, Fashion nightly convenes 
these splendid myriads to her more sumptuous temples. 
Rites ! which, when engaged in with due devotion, ab- 
sorb the whole soul, and call every passion into exercise, 
except indeed those of love, and peace, and kindness, and 
gentleness^ Inspiring rites ! which stimulate fear, rouse 
hope, kindle zeal, quicken dulness, sharpen discernment, 
exercise memory, inflame curiosity I Rites ! in sliort, in 
, the due performance of which all the energies and atten- 
tions, all the powers and abilities, all the abstraction and 
cxertlfen, all the diligence and devotedness, all the sacri- 
fice of time, all the contempt of ease, all the neglect o'f 
sleep, all the oblivion of care, air the risks of fortune 
(half of which, if directed to their true objects, would 
change the very face of the world :)all these are concen- 
trated to one point ; a point in which the wise and the 
'\yeak,the learned and the ignorant, the fair and the fright- 
ful, the sprightly and the dull, the rich and the poor, the 
Patrician and Plebeian, meet in one common and uniforn^- 
equality ; an equality as religiously respected in these so- 
lemnities, in which all disiinctions a:re levelled at a blow^ 
and of which the very spirit is therefore dcmocra&cal, as 
it 18 combated in all other instances. 

Behold four Kings in majesty rever'd, 
Witli hoary whitkerft and a iorked beard ; 
And tbar fair Queens, -whose hand sustain a floWr, 
Th* expressive emblem of their softer powV ; 
FoorlCnaYes in gaibs mfccinet, a ttustjr band. 
Caps on their h^s, and lialbeits in their hand ; 
And party-colourM troops, a shining train, 
2)raw& lur^b to combat on the velvet plain.* 

CHAP. xvn. 
Xhi public amusements. 

It is not pro,pose4 to enter the long contested field -of 
Controversy> as to the individual amusemems which may 
be Considered as safe and lawful fop those women of the 
higher class who inake a strict profession of Chrisiianiiy . 
The judgment they will be likely to form for themselves 

• Rapeoftiietoefc. 
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on this subject, and the plan thejr will consequently adopt,, 
vrili depend much on the clearness or obscurity of their* 
religious views ; and on the greater or less progress they 
have made in th^ir Christian course. It is in their choicie 
ef amusements that you get in some measure to know the 
real dispositions of mankind. In their buainesa^ in the 
leading employments of life, their path is in a good degree 
chalked out for them : there is, in this respect, a sort of 
general character, wherein the greater part, more or less, 
must coincide. But in their pleasures the choice is vo- 
luntary, the taste is self-directed, the propensity is inde- 
pendent; and of course the habitual state, the genuine bei^ 
and bias of the temper are most likely to be seen in those 
pursuit s,whichevei7 man is at liberty to choose for himself. 

When a truly religious principle shall have acquired 
such a degree of force as to produce that conscientious 
and habitual improvement of time before recommended, 
it will discover itself by an increasing indifference and 
even deadness to thos/e pleasures which are interesting to 
the world at laVge. A woman under the predominating 
influence of such a principle, will begin to discover that 
ihe same thing which in itself is innocent may yet be 
comparatively wrong. She will begin to feel that there 
are many amusements and employments which, though 
they have nothing censurable in themselves, yet if they 
be allowed to entrench on hours which ought to be dedi- 
ijated to still better purposes ; or if they are protracted 
to all undue length ; or, above all, if by softening and re- 
laxing her mind, and dissipating her spirits, they so in- 
dispose her for better pursuits as to render subsequent 
duties a buixlen, become in that case clearly wixmg for 
her, whatever they may be for others.^ Now as tempta- 
tions of this sort are the peculiar dangers of better kind 
of characters, the sacrifice of such little gratifications as 
may have no great harm in tkem^ con^e m among the 
doily calls to self-denial in a Christian. 

The fine arts, for instance, polite literature, elegant so- 
ciety, these are among the lawful, and liberal, and^becom- 
ing recreations of higher life ; yet if even these be culti- 
vated to the neglect of exclusion of severer duties; if 
they int<irfere with serious studies, or disqualify the miod 
for religious exercises, it is an intimation that they have 
been too much indulged ; and, under such circumstances, 
it might be the part of Christian circumspection to 
iftquii e if the ume devoted to them ought not to be-ebridg- 
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cd. Above all, a tender conscience will never lose sight 
©f one safe rule of determining in all doubtful cases ; if 
the point be so nice that thotigh we hope upon the whol^ 
there may be no harm in engaging in it, we may at least 
be always quite sure that there can be no harm in letting 
it alone. The adoption of this simple rule would put a 
|>eriod to much unprofitable casuistry. 

The principle of bcii^ responsible for the use of time 
once fixed in the mind, the conscientious Christian will 
be making a continual progress in the great art of turning 
time to accoimt. In the first stages of her religion she 
will have abstained from pleasures which began a little to 
>vound the^conscience, or which assumed a questionable 
shape J but she will probably have abstained with regret, 
and with a secret wish that conscience could have permit- 
led her to keep well with pleasure and religion too. But 
you may discern in her subscquem course that she has 
reached a more advanced stage, by her beginning to neg- 
lect even such pleasures or employments as have no moral 
turpitude in them, but are merely what are called in- 
nocent. This relinquishment arises, not so much from 
her feeling still more the restraints of religion, as from 
the improvement in her rcligioi^s taste* Pleasures cannot 
now attach her merely from their being innocent, unless 
they are interesting also ; and to be interesting they must 
be consonant to her superinduced views. She is not con- 
sented to spend a large portion of her time harmlessly, it 
must be spent profitably also. Nay, if she be indeed ear- 
nestly *^ pressing towards the mark,'* it will not be cvea 
enough for her that her present pursuit be good, if she be 
oonvinced that it might be still better. Her contempt of 
ordinary enjoyments will increase in a direct proportion 
to her increased relish for those pleasures which religion 
enjoins and bestows. So that at length, if it were possi* 
ble to suppose that an angel could come down to take off 
Vls it were the interdict, and to invite her to resume all 
the pleasures she had renounced, and to resume them 
with complete impunity, she would reject the invitation, 
because she would despise, from an improvement in hep 
spiritual taste, those delights from which she had at first 
abstained through fear. Till her will and affections come 
heartily to be engaged in the service of God, the progress 
will not be comfortable; but when once they are so en- 
gaged, the attachment to this service will be cordial, and 
bcr heart will not desire to go back and toil again in the 
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tlrudgcry of the world. For her religion has not so muqli 

given her a new creed, as a new heart and a new life. 

As her views are become new, so her tempers, dispo- 
sitions, tastes, actions, pursuits, choice of company, choice 
of amusements, arc new also ; her «mpIoyment of time is 
changed ; hcf turn of conversation is altered ; << old things 
are passed away, all things are become new// In dissi« 
pated and w^orldly society, she will seldom fall to fee] ^ 
sort of uneasiness, which will produce one of these two 
effects ; she will either, as proper seasons present them- 
selves^ struggle hard to introduce such subjects as may 
be useful to others ; or, supposing that she finds herself 
unable to effect this, she will, as far as she prudently can^ 
absent herself from all unprofitable kind of society. In- 
deed, her manner of conducting herself under these cir- 
cumstances may serve to furnish her with a test of her 
own sincerity. For while people are contending for a 
jittle more of this amusement, and pleading for a litUe 
extension of that gratification, and fighting in order that 
they may hedge in a little more territory to their pleasure 
ground, they are exhibiting a kind of evidence against 
themselves, that they are not yet " renewed in the spirit 
of their mind." 

It has been warmly urged as an objection to certain re- 
ligious books, and particularly against a recent work of 
high worth and celebrity, by a distinguished layman,* 
that they have set the standard of self-denial higher than 
reason or even than Christianity requires. These works 
do indeed elevate the general tone of religion to a higher 
pitch than is quite convenient to those who are at infinite 
pains to construct a comfortable and comprehensive plan, 
which shall unite the questionable pleasures of this worl4 
with the promised happiness of the next. I say it ha^ 
been sometimes objected, even by those read.ers who on 
the whole greatly admire the particular work alluded to, 
that it is unreasonably strict in the preceptive and prohi- 
bitory parts ; and especially that it individually and speci* 
fically forbids certain fashionable amusements, with a 
severity not to be found in the scriptures ; and is scru- 
pulously rigid in ■ condemning diversions against which 
nothing is said in the New Tes,t^ment ; each objector, 
however, is so far reasonable, as only to beg quarter for 
her own favourite diversion, and generously abandons 
ihe defence of those in which she herself has^o. pleasure* 



But these objectors do not seem to understand the true 
g^ius of Christianity. Tliey do not consider that it is 
ihc character of the Gospel to exhibit a scheme of prin- 
ciples, of which it is the tendency to infuse such a spirit 
of holiness as must be utterly incompatible, not only with 
customs decidedly vicious, but with the very spirit of 
worldly pleasure. They do not consider that Christiani- 
ty is neither a table of ethics, nor a system of opinions, 
nor a bundle of rods to punish, nor an exhibition of re* 
"wards to aUure^ nor a scheme of restraints, nor merely a 
code of laws ; but it is a new principle infused into the 
heart by the word and the Spirit of God, out of which 
principle will inevitably grow right opinions, renewed af- 
fections, correct moi*als, and holy habits, with an invari- 
able desire of pleasing God, and a^ constant fear of of- 
fending him. A real Christiso^ whose heart is once tho- 
roughly imbued with this principle, can no more return 
to the amusements of the world, than a philosopher can 
be refreshed with the diversions of the vulgar, or a man 
be amused with the recreations of a child. The New 
Testament is not a mere statute book : it is not a table 
where every offence is detailed, and its corresponding 
penalty annexed : it is not so much a comftilafionj as a 
sfiirit of laws : it does not so much prohibit every indi- 
vidual wrong practice, as suggest a temper and general 
principle with which every wrong practice is incompati* 
ble. It did not, for instance, so much attack the then 
reigning and corrupt fashions,- which were probably, Ifke 
the fashions of other counties, tempoi*ary and local ; but 
it struck at that worldliness, which is the root and stock 
from which all corrupt fashions proceed. 

The prophet Isaiah, who addressed himself more par* 
ticularly to the Israelitish women, inveighed not only 
against vanity, luxury, and immodesty, in general ; but 
with great propriety blamed^'eveft-those precise instances 
of each, to which the women of rank in tlie pai-ticular coun- 
try be was addressing were especially addicted ; nay, he 
enters into the niinute delailf of theiir: very personal de* 
coratious, and brings specific, charges ^gahii^ vhcir levity 
and extravagance of apparel;; nicamngi however, diiefly 
to censure the turn of chaiiicter which these iiiidi'catc^. 
But the Gospel of Christ, which was^ to be addressed to all 
ages, stations, and countries, seldom contains any such de- 
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ittiled artimadrerstons ; for though mai^ of the t^ensimC^ 
h\e modes which the prophet so severely reprobated, con- 
thttied probably to be stHi prevalent in Jerusalem in the 
days of our Saviour, yet how little would it have suited the' 
universality of his mission, to have con§ned bis preaching 
to such local, limited, and fluctuating^ customs 1 not but 
that there are many texts which actually do define the 
Christian conduct as well as temper, with sufficient par^ 
ticularity to serve as a condemnation of many practices 
^bkh are pleaded for, and often to point pretty directly at 
ihem. 

Had Peter, on that memorable day when he added three 
thousand converts to the Church by a single sermon, nar- 
rowed his subject to a remonstrance against this diversion^ 
oi' that public place, or the other vain amusement, it might 
indeed have suited the case of some of the female Jewish 
converts who were present ; but such restrictions as might 
have been appropriate to them, would probably not hava- 
ap|>lied to the cases of the Parthiahs and Medes, of which 
his audience was partly composed ; or such as might have 
belonged to them wouikl have been totally inapplicable t» 
the Cretes and Arabians ; or again, those which suited 
these would not have applied to the Elamites and Meso- 
potamians. By such partial and circumscribed addresses;^ 
his multifariotts audience, composed of all nations and coun- 
irie«, would not have been, as we are told they were, 
'pricked to the h^art** But when he preached on the 
broad ground ei general <' repentance and remission of 
«ins in the name of Jesus Christ,^ it was no wonder that 
they all cried out, ** What shall we do ?'* These collected 
foreigners, at their return home, must have found very 
different usages 4o be corrected in their differept coun- 
iries ; of course a detailed re9trictimi of the popular abu* 
ses at Jerusalem, would have been of Uttle . use to .stran- 
gers returning to their rtsp^tive nations. The ardent apos* 
tie, therelDre,.acted more consistently in communicating 
to tliem the large and compi*ehensive spirit of the Gospe^ 
which should at once involve all their scattered and sepa- 
rate duties, as well as reprove all theif scattered and sepa^ 
r^ite corruptions ; for the whole always mcl«Kies a part, 
«nd the greater involves the Wss. Christ and his disciples^ 
instead of limiting their condemnation to the peculiar va- 
nities reprehended by Isaiah, embraced the very soul and 
priueiplc of them all, insuch exhortations as the following t 
* Be je tot eofifofmcd to the worldj"--** H any mui love 
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the world, the love of the Father is not m him :'*—<« Th^, 
fashion of this world passeth away." Our Lord and his 
apostles> whose future unlimited audience was to be made 
up out of the whole world, attacked the evil hearty out of 
^which all those incidental, local, and popular corruptions 
*proceeded. 

In the time of Christ and his immediate followers, the lux* 
ury and intemperance of the Romans had arisen to a pitch 
before unknown in the world ; but as the same Gospel 
which its Divine Author and his disciples were then 
preaching to the hui^gry and necessitous, was afterwards 
to be preached to high and low, not excepting the Roman 
Emperors themselves ; the large precept, « Whether ye 
cat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God," was likely to be of more general use, than any se- 
parate exhortation to temperance, to thankfulness, to mo- 
deration as to quantity or expense ; which last, indeed, 
must always be left in some degree to the judgment and 
circumstances of the individual. ^ 

When the Apostle of the Gentiles visited the « saints 
of Cesar's household," he could hardly fail to have heard, 
nor could he have heard without abhorrence, of some of 
the fashionable amusements in the court of Nero. He must 
have reflected with peculiar indignation on many things 
which were prsictised in the Circensian games : yet, in- 
stead of pruning this corrupt tree, and singling out even 
the inhumaa gladiatorial sports for the object of his con- 
demnation, he laid his axe to the root of all sin, by preach- 
ing to them that Gospel of Christ of which *' he was not 
iishamcd ;'* and shewing to them that believed, that ** it 
was the power ofGod, and the wisdom of God." It is some- 
what remarkable, that about the very time of his preach- 
ing to the Romans, the public taste had sunk to such an 
excess of depravity, that the very women engaged in those 
shocking encounters with \he gladiators. 

But, in the first place, it was better that their right 
practice should grow out of the right principle ; and next, 
his specifically reprobating these diversions might have 
had this ill effect, that succeeding ages, seeing that they 
in their amusements came somewhat short of those dread- 
ful excesses of the polished Romans, would only have 
plumed themselves on their own comparative superiority ; 
tind on this principle, even the bull-fights of Madrid might 
have had their panegyrists. The truth is, the apostle knew 
that such abominable coiruptions could never subsist >p- 
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geHier wilh Clirbtianity ; and, in fact, the hotioar of abol- 
ishing these barbarous diversions was reserved for Con* 
stantine, the lirst Christie Emperor. 

Besides, the apostles, by inveighing against some fiar» 
tieular diversions, might have seemed to sanction all whicli 
they did not actually censure : and as, in the lapse of time 
and the revolution of governments, customs change and 
manners fluctuate ; had a minute reprehension of the fasb* 
ions of the then existing age been published in the New 
Testament) that portion <^ Scripture must in time have 
become obsolete, even in that veiy same country, when the 
fashions themselves should ha^w changed. Paul and his 
brother apostles knew that their epistles would be the 
oracles of the Christian world, When these temporary di- 
versions would be forgotten. In consequence of this know- 
ledge, by the universal precept to avoid ^< the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life,'* they have 
prepared a lasting antidote against the firinci/ih of all cor- 
rupt pleasures, whichwill ever remain equally applicable 
to the loose &ishi<ms tallages, and of every counti^, to the 
titid of the worfd. 

Therefore to vindicate diversions, which are in them*- 
selves unchristian, on the pretended ground that they are 
not specifically condemned in the gospel, would be little 
less absurd than if the heroes of Newmarket should bring 
it as a proof that their periodical meetings are not con- 
demned in Scripture, because St. Paul, when writing to 
the Corinthians, did not speak against these, or because, 
in availing himself of the Isthmian g^mes, as a happy 
illustration of the Christian race, he did not drop any cen- 
sure on the practice itself; a practice which was indeed 
as much mc^e pure than the races of Christian Britain, as' 
the moderation of being contented with the triumph of a 
crown of leaves, is superior to that criminal spirit of gam* 
bling which iniquitously enriclies the victor by beggaring; 
the competitor. 

Local abuses, as we have said, were not the object of a 
book whose instructions were to be of universal and last- 
ing application. As a proof of this, little is said in the 
Gospel of the then prevailing corruption of polygamy ; 
nothing against the savage custom of exposing children, 
or even against slavery ; nothing expressly against sui- 
cide OK duelling ; the last Gothic custom, indeed, did not 
exist among the crimes oiFaganisnu But is there not an 
implied prohibition against polygamy in the general de- 
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ouDciatlon against adultery ? Is not exposing of children 
condemned in that charge against the Romans, that '< they 
were without natural affection ¥' Is there not a strong 
censure against slavery conveyed in the command to <' d6 
pnto others as you would have them do unto you ?" and 
against suicide and duelling, in the general prohibition 
tgainst murder, which is strongly enforced by the solemn 
manner in which murder is traced back to its first seed 
of anger, in the sermon on the mount. 

Thus it is clear, that when Christ sent the Gospel to all 
nations, he meant that that Gospel shtiuld proclaim those 
prime truths, general laws, and fundamental doctrines, 
which must necessarily involve the prohibition of all indi- 
vidual, local, and inferior errors ; errors which could not 
have been specifically guarded against, iVithout having a 
distinct Gospel for every country, or without swelling the 
divine volume into such inconvenient length as would hafve 
defeated one great end of its prornulgation.* And while 
its leading principles are of universal apptication,'it must 
always, in some measure, be left to the discretion of the 
preacher, and to the conscience of the bearer, to examine 
whether the life and habits of those who profess it are 
conformable to its spirit. 

The same Divine Spirit which indicted the holy Script 
lures, is promised to purify the hearts and renew the na- 
tures of repenting and believing Christians ; and the com- 
positions it inspired are in some degree analogous to the 
workmanship it effects. It prohibited the vicious prac- 
tices of the apostolical days, by prohibiting the passions 
and principles which rendered them gratifying ; and still 
working in like manner on the hearts of reaKChristians» 
it corrects the taste which was accustomed to find its pro- 
per gratification in the resorts of vanity ; and thus effectu- 
ally provides for the reformation of the habits, and infu- 
ses a relish for rational and domestic enjoyments, and 
for whatever can administer pleasure to that spirit of 
peace, and love, and hope, and joy, which aninoates and 
rules the renewed heart of the true Christian. 

But there is a portion of Scripture, which, though to 
a superficial reader it may seem but very remotely con- 
nected with the present subject, yet to readers of anoth- 
er cast, seems to settle the matter beyond controversy : la 
the parable of the great supper, tliis imponant truth is 
held out to us, that even things good in t/ieniseives may be 
• " To ihep«§r the Gospel it pituclied.** Luke y'u, ll^>C)y 1 1: 



the mearis ofour eternal ruin, by drawing our hearts Fronk 
God, and causing us to make light of the offers of the 
Gospel. One invited (^uest had bought an estate, anoth- 
er had made a purchase, equally blameless, of oxen ; a 
third had married a wife, an act not illaudable in itselfi 
They had all different reasons ; but they all agreed in 
this, to decline the invitation to the 8Ufifier, The worldly 
possessions ol one, the worldly business of another, and 
what should be particularly attended to, the love to his 
ilearest relative, of a third, (a love, by the way, not only al- 
lowed, but comnuinded in Scripture) were brought for- 
ward as excuses for not attending to the important busi<^ 
ness of religion. The consequence, however, was the 
same to all. « None of those which were bidden shall 
•* taste of my supper/" If then things innocent^ things ne^ 
oeaiart/i things laudable^ things commanded^ become sin^ 
ful, when by unseasonable or excessive indulgence they 
detain the heart and affections from God, how vaun witf 
all those arguments necessarily be rendered, which ar6 
urged by the advocates for certain amusements, on the 
ground of their harmelejitneaa ,• if those amusements serve 
(not to mention an^y positive evil whi^jh may belong to 
them) in like manner to draw away the thoughts and af- 
fections from all spiritual objects I 

To conclude ; when this topic happens ta become the 
subject of conversation, instead of addressing severe and 
pointed attacks to young ladies on the sin of attending; 
places of diversioi>, would it not be better first to endeav- 
our to excite in them that principle of Christianity, with 
which such diversions seem not quite compouble ; as the 
physician, who visits a patient in an eruptive fever, pays 
little attention to those spots which to the igjiorant appear 
to be the disease, except indeed so far as they serve as 
indications to let him into its nature, but goes straight ta 
the root of the malady ? He attacks the fever, he lowers 
the pulse, he changes the system^ he corrects the general 
habit ; well knowin^^ that if he can but restore the vital 
principle of health, the spots, which were nothing but 
symptoms, will die away of themselves. 

In instructing others we s|iould imitate our Lord and 
his apostles, and not always aim our blow at each partic- 
ular corruption ; but making it our business to convince 
our pupil that what brings forth the evil fruit she exhibits^ 
cannot be a branch of the true vine ; we should thus avail 
ourselves of individual corruptions, for |;^pff^m^ her 



tvith a sense of the necessity of purifying the common 
source from which they flow— ^a corrupt nature. Thu% 
making it our grand business to rectify the heart, we pur- 
sue the true, the compendious, the only method of uni* 
rersal holmess. 

I would, however, take leave of those amiable and not 
Hl-disposed young persons, who complain of the rigour <rf 
human prohibitions^ and declare " they meet with no such 
strictness in the gospel,*' by asking them, with the most 
affectionate earnestness, it they can conscientiously re* 
concile their nightly attendance at every public place 
which they frequent, with ^uch precepts as the following: 
** Redeeming the time :*• — "Watch and pray :"— "Watcl^ 
for ye knovi/ not at what time your Lord cometh :". — 
** Abstain from all afifiearance of evil :'* — " Set your af- 
fections on things above :"— « Be ye spiritually minded ,*• 
•*— " Crucify^ the flesh, with its affections and lusts." And 
I would venture to offer one criterion, by which the per- 
sons in question may be enabled to decide on the positive 
innocence and safety of such diversions : I mean, provided 
they are sincere in their scrutiny, and honest in their avow- 
al. If, on their retcm at night from those places, they find 
they can retire, and *' c6mmune with their own hearts ;'* 
if they find the love of God operating with undiminished 
force on their minds ; if they can "bring every thought into 
subjection,*^ and concentrate every wandering imagina- 
tion^ if they can soberly examine into their awn state cff 
mind: 1 do not say, if they can do all this perfectly and 
without distraction ; (for who can do this at any time ?) 
but if they can do it with tlie same degree of seriousness, 
pray with the same degree of fervour, and renounce the 
Ivorld in as great 9i measure as at other times ; and if they 
can lie down with a peaceful consciousness of having a- 
voided in the evening " that temptation'* which they had 
prayed not to be ** led into*^ in the morning, — they may- 
then more reasonably hope that all is well, and that they 
are not speaking false peace to their hearts.* 

' * If I raiglit preaoine to recommend a, book, -nhicb of all others exposes the inAge 
nificance, vanity, littleness, and emptiiiew of the woiild, I sbouM not he«tate to name 
Mr Law's " Seriotu ctUi to a tkvotU and hoy LtJ'e.'" Few i^ritCTs, except Paschal, have 
directed jio moch acuteness o< reasoning^ and so m«ch pmnted wit, to this object. He 
net only makes die reader a^hud^ofa worldly Ki% on account of its sinftilncss^ but asham- 
ed oi'it on account of its i<dly Few men perhaps have had a deeper insight into the 
Inifaura heart, or faavb more skilfully probea its corruptions ; yet on pointrof"doctrin« 
Ms viewsdo not -seem to be just, ana nis disquisitions are often unsound and ffnci Ail ; 
•o that a general perusal o. bis works would neither be profitable or intelligilAe^i^ 
SUhsWonable^wotoian imuersbd in tlie canities oP life, to a busy man owrwhelimd wi^ 
its eapt», JE know jio book so applicable, or likely to ejchihit with equal force the -vM. 
ty o. the shadows they are puisainn^. Hut even in this work he is not a safe |fuide=» 
oangelical tight j vAiamusy oi his others he is highly Tisionary and whunsical : ai^ 
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CHAPTElt Xvni. 
^ vfrhS^ $pirit incompatible iffith the spirit of CkrUUui^^ 

it not whimsicttl to hear such complaints against tlie 
airictness of religion as we are frequently hearing, from^ 
beings who are roluntarily pursuing, as has been shewn 
in the preceding chapters, a course of life which fashion 
makes infinitely more laborious ? How really burdensome 
would Christianity be, if she enjoined such sedulous ap- 
plication, such unremitting labours, such a succession of 
fatigues \ if religion commanded such hardships, and self- 
denial, such days of hurry, such evenings of exertion, such^ 
Bights of broken rest, such perpetual sacrifices of quie^ 
such exile from family delights, as fashion imposes, then 
indeed the service of Christianity would no longer merit 
its present appellation of being a '^ reasonable service :'^ 
then the name of perfect slavery might be justly applied 
to that which we are told in the beautiful language of our 
church, is '^ a service of perfect freedom :'* a service, the 
great object of which is/' to deliver us from the bondage 
of corruption '' into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God." 

A worldly temper, by which I mean a disposition to 
prefer worldly pleasures, worldly ^tisfactions, and world- 
ly advantages to the immortal interests of the soul ; and 
to let worldly consideradons actuate us instead of the dic- 
tates of religion in the concerns of ordinary life ; a world- 
ly temper, I say, is not, like almost any other fault, the 
effect of passion or the consequence of surprise, when 
the heart is off its guaid. It is iiot excited incidentally by 
the operation of external circumstances on the infirmity 
of nature ; but it is the vital spirit, the essential soul, the 
Uvihg principle of evil. It is not so much an act, as a state 
of being ; not so much an occasional complaint, as a taint* 
.cd constitution of mind. If it do not always show itself 
in extraordinary excesses, it has no perfect intermission. 
Even when it is not immediately tempted to break out in- 
to overt and specific acts, it is at work within, stirring up 
the heart to disaffection against holiness, and infusing a 
kind of moral disability to whatever is intrinsically good. 

I haveknawn some exeellent pefaons, who Were first led by this •dmimMe genius to 
see the wants o* their own hearts, aud the utter insuffici^ief of the world to fill up the 
oravinRvoid, though they Iv^catne etiiinent tor piety and seltkleiual, have had th^r 
useXilness abridged- and whose uiiuds have contracted something of a monastic #e* 
Terity by an unqualified perusal oi Mr. Law. I rue Christianity does not call on lu 
to starve our bodies, but our corrupejons As the n^Ttified apottle of the holy andneW' 
t^nytng Bo^eiV, preaching repentance because the kingdom o'* : leaven is at hani 
&^«ter'iSd2r^*^* A8apreaoh«rofM|vation,on»cti>tui-aier«nadi,lw«nH 
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It infects and depraves all the powers and facalties of the 
soul ; for it operates on the understanding by blinding it 
to whatever is spiritually good; on the will, by making it 
averse from God ; on the afTections, by disordering and 
sensualizing them t so that one may almost say to those 
who are under the supreme dominion of this spirit) what 
was said to the hosts of Joshua^ ^' Ye cannot serve th^ 
Lord," 

This worldliness of mind is not at all commonly under- 
Stood, and for the following reason : — People suppose 
that in this world our chief btisiness is with the things of 
this world, and that to conduct the business of ttvis world 
weU, that is, conformably to moral principles, b the chief 
substance of moral and true g^oodness. Religion j if intro- 
duced at air into the systemt only makes its occasional^ 
and if I may so speak, its holiday appearance. To bring 
religion into every thing, is thought incompatible with 
the due attention to the things of this liie. And so it 
would be', if by religion were meant talking about reli- 
gion. The phrase therefore, is: "One cannot always be 
praying ; <^ we must mind our business and social duties 
as well as our devotion." Woridly business being thus 
subjected to worldly, though in some degree moral, max- 
ims) the mind during the conduct of business grows 
worldly^; and a continually increasing worldly spirit dims 
the sight and relaxes the moral principle on which the af- 
&irs of the world are conducted, as well as indisposes the 
mind for all the exercises of devotion. 

But this temper, as far as relates to bu^tness^ assumes 
the semblance of goodness ; so that those who have not 
righi views are apt to mistake the carrying on the affairs 
of life on a tolerably moral principle, for religion. They 
do not see that the evil lies not in their so carrying on bu- 
siness, but in their not carryin|^ on the things of this life 
in subaervieAcy to those of eternity ; in their not carrying 
them on with the unintermitting idea of responsibility. 
The evil does not lie in their not being always on their 
knees, but in their not bringing their religion from the 
closet into the world : in their not bringing the spirit of 
the Sunday's devotions into the transac|^ons of the week z 
in not transforming their religion from a dry, and specu- 
lative, and inoperative system, into a lively, and influen- 
tial, and unceasing principle of action. 

Though there are^ blessed be God.! in th6 most ex- 
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alted stations, women who adorn their Christian profes- 
sion by a consistent conduct ; yet are there not others 
who are labouring hard to unite the irreconcilable inter- 
ests of earth and heaven ? who, while they will not relin- 
quish one jot of what this world has to bestow, yet by no 
means renounce their hopes of abetter ? who do not think 
it unreasonable that their indulging in the fullest posses- 
sion of present pleasure should interfere with the most 
certain reversion of future glory ? who, after living in the 
most unbounded gratification of ease, vanity, and luxu- 
ry, fancy that heaven must be attached of course to a life 
of which Christianity is the outward profession, and which 
has not been stained by any flagrant or dishonourable act 
of guilt ? . 

Are there not many who, while they entertain a respect 
for religion, (for I address not the unbelieving or the li- 
centious,) while they believe its truths, observe its forms, 
and would bC/Shocked not to be thought religious, are 
3'et immersed in this life of disqualifying worldlincss ? 
who though they make a conscience of going to the pub- 
lic worship once on a Sunday, and are scrumilously obser- 
Tant of the other rites of the church, yet hesitate not to give 
up all the rest of their time to the very same pursuits and 
pleasures which occupy the hearts and lives of iho^e loos- 
er characters, whose enjoyment is not obstructed by any 
dread of a fiUure account ? and who are acting on the wise 
principle of " the children of this world," i" making the 
most of the present state of being, from the conviction 
that there is no other to be expected ? 

It must be owned, indeed, that faith in unseen things 
is at times sadly weak and defective even in the trul%- pi- 
ous ; and Uiat it is so, is the subject of their grief and hu- 
jiViliatioD. O! how docs the real Christian take shame 
in the coldness of his belief, in the lownessof his attain- 
ments ! How deeply does he lament that " when he would 
do good, evil is present with him ?" — '« that the life he 
now lives in the flesh, is" not, in the degree it ought to 
be, " by faith in the Son of God !" Yet one thing is . 
clear ; liowever weak his belief may seem to be, it is evi- 
dent that his actions are mainly governed by it ; he evin- 
ces his sincerity to others by a life in some good degree 
analagous to the doctrines he professes : while to himself 
h(3 has this conviction, that faint as liis confidence may be 
at limes, yet at the worst of times he would not exchange 
M'iutf:;hyt measure of trust and hope for all the actual 
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pleasures and possessions of his most splendid acquaint- 
ance ; and as a proof of his sincerity, he never seeks the 
cure of his dejection, where they seek theirs, in the world, 
but in God. 

But as to the faith of worldly persons, however strong 
it may be in speculation, however orthodox their creed, 
one cannot help fearing that it is a little defective in sin-' 
cerity : for if there were in the mind a full persuasion of 
the truth of revelation, and bf the eternal bliss it prom- 
ises, would it not be obvious to them that there must her 
more diligence for its attainment ? We discover great ar- 
dour in carrying on worldly projects, because we believe 
the good which we are pursuing Is real, and wrill reward 
the trouble of the pursuit : we believe that good to be at- 
tainable by diligence, and prudently proportion our ear- 
nestness to this conviction : and therefore where we see 
persons professing a lively faith in a*)ctter world, yet la- 
bouring little to obtain an interest in it, can we forbear- 
suspecting that their belief, not only of their own title to 
eternal happiness, but of eternal happiness itself, is not 
well grounded ? and that if they were to " examine them- 
selves truly," the faith would be found to be much of a 
piece with the practice ? 

Even that very taste for enjoyment which leads the per- 
sons in question to possess themselves of the qUalifica* 
tions for the pleasures of the present scene ; that under- 
standing which leads them to acquire such talents as may 
enable them to relish the resorts of gaiety here, should 
induce those who are really looking for a future state of 
happiness, to wish to acquire something of the taste, and 
temper, and talents, which may be considered as qualifi- 
cations for its enjoyment. The neglect to do this must 
proceed from one of these two causes ; either^they must 
think their present course a safe and proper course ; or 
they must think that death is to produce some sudden and 
surprising alteration in the human character. But the 
office of death is to transport us to a new state, not to 
transform us to a new nature ; the stroke of death is in- 
tended to cflfect our deliverance out of this world, and 
our introduction into another ; but it is not likely to effect 
any sudden and surprising or total change in^ our hearts 
or our tastes : so far from this, that we are assured in 
Scripture, « that he that is filthy will be filthy still, and 
he that is holy will be holy still.** Though we believe 
that deatji will completely cleanse the holy soul from its re - 
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HiainiiJi^ poUiHifiOfty that it will exchange defective sane 
#ifi cation into perfect pmity, entangling temptation into 
complete freedom, want and pain into health and fruition, 
doubts and fears into perfect security, and oppressive 
ircarincss into everlasting rest ; jet there is no magic in 
the wand of death which will convert an unholy soul into 
a holy oni5. And it is awful to reflect, that such tempers 
as have the allowed predominance here will maintain it 
lor ever ; that such as the will is when we close our eyes 
Upon the things of time, such it will be when we open 
ibem ^ ^*»o*^ ^f eternity. The mere act of death no 
more fits ub ^^ iieaven, than the mere act of the mason 
•who pulls down our C}^ bouse fits us for a new one. if 
■we die with our hearts runnuTJf oyer with a love of the 
vtfrid, there is no promise to lead ud tQ expect that we 
bhall rise with them full of the love of God : death indeed 
wiU shew us to ourselves such as we are, but will not 
make us such as we ace not : and it will be too late to be 
aequiring self-knowledge when we can no longer turn it 
to any account but that of tormenting ourselves. To il- 
lustrate this truth still farther by an allusion familiar to 
the persons I address : the drawuig up the curtain at the 
theatre) though it serves to introduce us to the entertain- 
menyts behind it, does not create in us any new faculties 
to tmderstandor to relish those entertainments': these 
must have been (ong in acquiring : they must have been 
provided beforehand, and brought with us to the placej 
if we would relish the pleasures of it ; for the entertain- 
tnent can only operate on that taste we carry to it. It is 
too late to be acquiring when we ought to be enjoying. 

That spirit of prayer and praise, those dispositions of 
love, meekness, ^ peace, quietness, and assurance ;*■ that 
in(tifference to th^ fashion of a world which is passing 
away ; that longing after deliverance from sin ; that de- 
sire of holiness, together with all the specific marks of 
our having " the fruits of the spirit" here, must surely 
make some part of our qualification for the enjoyment of 
a world, the pleasures of wluch are all spiritual. And 
who can conceive any thing comparable to the awful sur- 
prise of a soul, long immersed in the indulgences of van- 
ity and pleasure, yet all the while lulled by the self-com- 
placency of a religion of mere forms : who, while it 
counted upon heaven as a thing of course, had made no 
preparation for it ! Who can conceive any surprise com- 
paralrle to that oi >s%ch a soul on shutting its eyes on a 
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work) of setnAty of which all the ohjectt and delights were 
so congeoial to its nature, and opening them on a world 
of spirits, of which all the character of enjoyment are 
of a nature new, unknown, surprising, and apecifically 
different ? pleasures more inconceivable to its apprehcn* 
sion, and more unsuitable to' its taste, than the gratilica-^ 
tions of one sense are to the organs of another, or than 
the most exquisite works of genius to absolute imbeeili^ 
ty of mind. 

While we would wrth deep humility confess that wcf 
cannot purchase heaven by any works or right dispositions 
of our own ; while we gratefully acknowledge that it m\ist 
be purchased for us by *« Him who lov^d us, and washed 
us from our sins in his blood 5" yet let us remember that 
we have no reason to expect we could be capable of en- 
joying the pleasures of a heaven so purchased without 
heavenly mindedness* When those persons who are apt 
to expect as mucli comfort from religion as if their hearts 
were not full of the world, now and then, in a fit of honesty , 
or low spirits, complain that ChHstiaOity does not make 
them as good and as happy as they were led to expect from 
that assurance, that " great peace have they who love the 
Lord," and that " they who wait on him shall want no man- 
ner of thing that is good j" when they lament that the 
paths of religion are not those '' paths of pleasantness'' 
they were led to expect; their case reminds one of a ce- 
lebrated physician, who used to say, that the reason why 
his pre§criptic«j^j^ which commoply cured the pooi* and the 
temperate, did so little good an%ong his rich luxurious pa- 
tients, was, iha; while he was labom^ing to remove the dis- 
ease by medicines, of which they only took drams, grains, 
and scruples; they were inflaming it by a multiplicity of 
injurious aliments, which they s\valIo>yedby ounces, pounds, 
and pints. 

These fasliionable Christians should be reminded, that 
there was no half engagement made for them at their bap- 
tism ; that tbey are not partly their own and partly their 
Redeemer's. He that is " bought with a price," is tho 
sole property of the pureliaser. Faith does not consist 
merely in submitting the opinions of the understanding, 
but the dispositions of the heart t religion is not a sacrifice 
©f sentimentsjbut of aftections : it is not the tribute of fear 
extorted from a- slave, but the voluntary homage of love 
paid by a child. 

T^ 
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Neither does a Cliristbn's piety cooMst in Kvu^fai v6- 

tre^it) and railing ut the practices of the \roF|d) v^Me^ per- 
haps, her iieart is fuU of the spirit of that world At which 
she is raiiing : but its consists in subduing the spirit oC 
the world and opposinp^ its pr^ctices^ even While her duty 
oblif^es iter to live in it. 

Nor is the spirit or the lort^ of the wxMrM eonfined to 
those only who are snaking a figure in it ; nor are its ope* 
lotions bounded by the precincts oi the metropolis, nor 
the limited regions of &rst-rate runk and splendour. She 
who inveighs against the luKUiy and excesses of London^ _ 
and solaces hers^U in her own compai-ative sobriety, be- 
cause her more circumscribed fortune compels her to take 
up wiih the second-handpleasuresofsui^essive watering* 
places, which pleasures she t>ursues with avidity, is go* 
vemed by the same spirit t and she whose still narrower 
opportunities stint her to the petty diversions pf her pro* 
\incial town, if she be busied in swelling and enlarging: 
her smaller sphere of vanity and idleness^ however sh» 
inay comfort herself with her own comparative goodness,, 
by railing at the unattainable pleasures of the watering-^ 
place, or the still more imapproachable joys of the ca^^ . 
tal, is governed by the same spiiit :. for she who is aa> 
vain^ as dissipated, and as extravagant as actual circum^ 
Btancesadmit,. would be sis vain, as dissipated* and as ex* 
travagant as the gayest objects of her invective nQW are, x£ 
she could change places with then^ It is not merely by. 
what we do that we can be sure the spirit of the world ham • 
no dominion over us,, but by fairly considering what we» 
should prpbably do if more were in ourpower.. 

The worldly Chrtstian, if I may be allowed such a con-> 
tradiction in terms, must not imagine that she acquits her- 
self of her religious obligations by her mere weekly obla*- 
tion of prayeiv There is.no covenant by which communioti^ 
with Ckod is restricted to an hour or two on tl>e Sunday r. 
she does not acquit herself by setting apart a few pariicu- 
lir day sin the year for the exercise of a periodical devo^ 
tlon, and then fiying back to the world as. eagerly as if she- 
were resolved to repay lierself with large interest £(>r hec* 
short &t of self denial ;; the stream of pleasure running* 
with a more rapid current, &om; having been intecrupted; 
by this forced obstruction.. And the avidity with which^ 
ene has> seen certain persons of astiU less eoi^rect eharacr 
scT t\\»n tlie class we liave been eonsideringy reiorii t« % 
whole ycar'^ camiv^aftjer ^ t^lf imposed ^nancc of a: 
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Fanuon weeki|;ives a shrewd intioiatioD that iboy consid- 
ered the tempoi*ary abstraction less as ao act of penitence 
for the pastf than as a purchase of indemnity for the future. 
Such barerwei^ht Protestants piudently condition for re*- 
tainingthe Popi^hdoctrin^ of indulgences, which they buy, 
not indeed of the late spiritual court of RomO) but of that 
secret, aelf-acquitting judge, which ignoraitce of its own 
turpitude, and of the strict requirements of the divine law, 
has establislied supreme in the tribunal of every unrenew- 
ed heart 

But the practice of self-examination is impeded with 
one clog, which renders it peculiarly inconvenient to the 
gay and worldly : for the ruyal prophet (Mrho was, how-. 
ever, himself as likely as any one to be acquainted with 
the difiicultiespeculiar to greatness) has annexed as a (Von- 
eomitant to *< conxmuning with our own heart," that we 
should '^ de anil** Now thii> clause of the injunction ren* 
ders the other part of it not a little inconsistent with the 
present habits of fashionable life, of which ttiilnets isclear* 
iy not one of the constituents. It would, however, great- 
ly assist those who do not altogether decline the practice,^ 
if they were to establish into a rule the habit of detecting 
certain suspicjloua practices, by realizing them, as it were, 
to their own miiid^r through the means of drawing them 
out in detail, and of placing then) before their eyes clothed 
in language ; for there is nothing *tliat so efiectually ex* 
poses an absurdity which has passed muster for want of 
such an inquisition, as giving it shape andibrn^. Uow many 
things which now woi'k themselves into the habit, and pass 
current, would then shock us by their palpable iiiconsist* 
ency 1 Who, for instance, could stand the sight of such a 
debtor and creditor account at this im^Item i So man^ 
card-parties, balls, and operas due toc me in the following 
year, for so many manuals and meditations paid before-^ 
hand during the last six days in lent I With how much: 
kidignaiion soever this suggestion may be treated ;. what-^ 
ever o&nce may^ be takeaat s««h a combkiationi of the 
seirious and the ludicrous^ ; however we may revolt at the 
idea of such a composition: with our Maker, when put intor 
so many words ; does not the habitual course ot some go^ 
Dear to realize bueh a statement I 

But " a ChrisiLian's roc^,** as a^Venerable Prelate* ob- 
serves^ <^ ii not run ^ so many heat^^* but is a constaati 
cour&e and progress by which we are oontiaualV g,aiiiifig^ 
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grouad upon siO) and approaching nearer to the klogdoftt 

of God. 

Am I then ridiculing this pious seclusion of contrite 
sihners ? Am I then jesting at that '< troubled spirit,'* 
which God has declared is his '^ acceptable sacrifice ?" 
God forbid ! Such reasonable retirements have been the^ 
practice, and continue to be the comfort of some of the 
sincerest Christians ; and wiU continue to be resorted to 
as long as Christianity, that is, as long as the world, shall 
last. It is well to call off the 4^houghts, even for a short 
time, not only from sin and vanity, but even from the law- 
ful pursuits of business, and the laudable concerns of life ; 
and, at times, to annihilate, as it were, the space which di- 
vides us from eternity : 

. 'Tia gtetktly wiseto talk with oar past htmn. 
Aid aak them wlutt report they bore to heaTen, 
And how they might have borne more wdeonenewi^ 

Yet as to those who seek a sboit annual retreat as a xnere* 
form ; who dignify with the idea of a religious retirement 
a week in which it is rather unfashionable to be seen in 
town ; who retire with an unabated resolution to return to 
the maxims, the pleasures, and the spirit of that world 
which they do but mechanically renounce ; is it not to be 
feared that such a short secession, which does not even 
pretend to subdue the principle, but nierely suspends the 
act, may only serve to set a keener eage on the appetite 
for the pleasures they are quitting ? Is it not to be feared 
that the bow may fiy back with redoubled violence from 
having been unnaturally bent ? that by varnishing over a 
life of vanity with the transient externals of a formal and 
temporary piety, they may the more dangerously ^kin over 
the troublesome soreness of a tender conscience, by laying 

This flattering unetion to the soul ? 

For is it not among the delusions of a worldly piety ta 
consider Christianity as a thing which cannot, indeed, 
safely be omitted, but which is to de got over ; a certain 
quantity of which i^, as it were, to be taken in the lump, 
with long intervals between the repetitions ? to consider 
religion as imposing a set of hardships, which munt be 
occasionally encountered in order to procure a peaceable 
enjoyment of the long respite ? that these severe condi- 
tions thus fulfilled, the acquitted Christian having paid 
the annual demand of a rigorous requisition, she may now 
lawfullyreturn to her natural state ; and the old reckoning 
being adjusted, she nmv begin a new score, and receive 
the reward of her punmal obedience, in the resumed in- 
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diligence of those gratifications ^hich she had for a short 
time laid aside as a hard task to please a hard master : but 
tlus task performed, and the master appeased^ the mind 
may discover iis natural bent, in joyfully returning to the 
objects of its real choice ? Whereas, is it not clear on the 
other hand) that if the religious exercises had produced 
the cfiFect which it is the nature of true religion to produce, 
the penitent couid not i*elum with her old genuine alacri- 
ty to those habits of the world, from which the pious week- 
ly manuals through which she has been labouring, with 
the punctuality of an almanack as to the day, and the ac- 
curacy of a beadroll as to the number, was intended by tbo 
<|evout authors to rescue their reader ? 

I am far from insinuating that this literal sequestration 
ought to be prolonged throughout the year, or that all 
the days of business are to be made equally days of solem- 
nity and continued meditation. This earth is a pUce in 
which a much larger portion of a common Christian's time 
must be assigned to action than to contemplation. Wo- 
men pf the higher class wei^ not sent into the world to 
Shun society, but to improve it. They were not designed 
for the cold and visionary virtues of solitudes and monas- 
teries, but for the amiable, and cpdearing, and useful offi- 
ces of social life : they arc of a religion which does not 
impose idle austerities^ but enjoins active duties ; a reli- 
gion of which the uiost b&i^cvbienl actions require to be 
sanctified by the purest motives ; a religion which does 
not condemn its followers to the comparatively easy task 
of seclusion from the world, but assigns them the more 
difficult province of living uncorrupted in it ; a religion 
which, while it forbids them to " follow a multitude to do 
ev//," includes in tliat prohibition the sin of doing notfUngy 
and which moreover enjoins them to be followers of him 
" who went about doing good,** 

But may we not reasonably contend, that though the 
same sequestrationis not required, yet that the same sfiirU 
and temper which one hopes is thought necessary by all 
during the occasional humiliation, must, by every real 
Christian, be extended throughout all the periods of the 
year ? And when that is really the case, when once the 
spirit of religion shall indeed govern the heart, it will 
not only animate her religious actions and employments, 
but will gradually extenoitself to t^e chastising her con- 
versation, will discipline her thoughts, influence her com-, 
mon business, and sanctify her very pleasures. 
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But it should seem that many, who entertaia a general 
notion of Christian duty, do not consider it as of universal 
and unremitting obligation, but rather as a duty binding 
at times on all, and always on some. To the attention of 
such we would recommend that very explicit address of 
our Lord on the subject of self-denial, the temper, direct- 
ly opposed to a worldly spirit : " And he said unto them 
ALI4, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily." Those who think self-de- 
nial not o£ univer sal obligation, will observe the word a//, 
and those who think the obligation not constant will attend 
to the term daily. These two little words cut up by the 
root all the occasional religious observances grafted on a' 
worldly U£b ; all transient, periodical, and temporary acts 
of piety, which some would commute for habitual thought- 
lessness. 

There is indeed scarcely a more pitiable being than one 
who, instead of making her religion the informing prin- 
ciple of all she does, has only just enough to keep her in 
Continual fear 5 who drudges through her stinted exer- 
cises with a superstitious kind '^f terror, while her gene- 
ral life shows that the love of holiness is not the govern- 
ing principle in her heart : who seems to suffer all, the 
psuns. ai«i penalties of Christian'ty, but is a stranger to 
•* that liberty wherewith Christ hab made us ^ce/* Xet 
it not be thought a ludicrous invontipib if the author liaz- 
ard the producing a real illustration of these remarks, in 
the instance of a lady of this stamp, who, returning from 
church on a very cold day, and remarking with a good 
deal of self-complacency how much she had suffered in 
the performance of her duty, comforted herself with em- 
phatically adding, " that she hoped however it would 
answer,** 

But there is no permanent comfort in any religion, 
short of that by which the diligent Christian strives that 
all his actions shall have the love of God for their motive, 
and the glory of God, as well as his own salvation, for 
their end ; while to go about to balance one's good and 
bad actions one against the other, and to take comfort in 
the occasional predominance of the former, while the cul- 
tivation of the principle from which they should spring 
is neglected, is not the road to ^1 those peaceful fruits of 
the Spirit to which true Christianity conducts the humbW 
Mid penitent believer. 
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But I am a\eare that a better cast t>f characters than 
^bose we have been contemplating^; that even the amia* 
ble and the well disposed^ who, while thef want courage 
*to resi&t what they have too much principle to think right, 
and too much sense to justify, will yet plead for thepalU^ 
ating system, and accuse these remarks of unnecessary 
rigour. They will declare " that really they arc as reli- 
gious as they can be ; they wish they were belter ; they 
have little satisfaction in the life they are leading, yet they 
cannot break with the world ; they cannot fly in the face 
ofcusiom; it does not become individuals like them to 
oppose the torrent of fashion." Beings so interesting, 
abounding with engaging qualities ; who not only feel the 
beauty of goodness, but reverence the truths of Christi- 
anity, and are awfully looking for ^i general judgment, one 
is grieved to hear lament <* that they only do as others do,** 
when they are perhaps themselves 6f such rank and im- 
portance that if they would begin to do right, others would 
be brought to do as they did. One is grieved to hear 
them indolently assert, that " they wish it were otherwise^" 
when they possess the j^^wer to make it otherwise, by set- 
ting an example which they know would be followed. 
One is sorry to hear them content themselves with declar- 
ing, that " they hav not the courage to be singular,'' 
when they must feel, by seeing the influence of their ex- 
ample in worse things, that there would be no such great 
singularity in piety itself, if once they became sincerely 
pious. Besides, this difiidence does not break out on other 
occasions. They do not blush to be quoted as the op- 
posers of an old ntode or the invemors of a new one. 
Nor are they equally backward in being the first to ap- 
pear in a strange fashion ; such an one as often excites 
wonder, and sometimes even offends against delicacy. 
Let noC then difHdence be pleaded as an excuse only on 
occasions wherein courage would be virtue. 

Will it be thouglu too harsh a question if we vcntm'e 
to ask these gentle charaaers who are thus entrenching 
themselves in the imaginary safety of surrounding multi- 
tudes, and who say " we only do as others do," Whether 
they are willingto run the tremendous risk of consequen- 
-ces, and to fare aa others Jure ? 

But while these plead tJie authority of fkslnon as a suf- 
ficient reason lor their conforjiaty to the world, one who 
has spoken with a paramount authority has positively 
said, « Be ye not contbrmed to ihe worj^d.;;,,^j^^i)Uft>urg* 
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ed as the very badge and distinction by which the cha- 
racter opposite to the Christian is to be marked «' that the 
IHendship of the world is enmity with God/* 

Temptation to conform to the world was never perhaps 
more irresistible than in the days which immediately pre« 
ceded the deluge. And no man could ever have pleaded 
t\i^faMon in order to justify a criminal assimilation with 
the reigning manners, with more propriety than the pa- 
triarch Noah. He had the two grand and contending ob- 
jects of terror to encounter which we have; the fear of 
ridicule, and the fear of destruction ; the dread of sin^and 
the dread of singularity. Our cause of alarm is at least 
equally pressing with his ; for it dob^. riot appear, eveit 
while he was actually obeying the divine command in 
jiroviding the means of his future safety, that he saw any 
actual symptoms of the impending ruin. So that in one 
seDse he might have truly pleaded as an excuse for slack- 
ness of preparation, ^ that all things continued as they 
'were from the beginning ; ^^ while many of us, though 
the storm is begun, never think of providing the refuge : 
though we had a fuller revelation, have seen Scripture 
illustrated, prophecy fulfilling, with every awful circum- 
stance that can either quicken the most sluggish remiss- 
ness, or cort6rm the feeblest faith. 

Besides, the patriarch's plea for following the fashion 
Was stronger than you can produce. While you must see 
that many are going wrong, he saw that none were going 
right. «» All flesh had corrupted his way before God ;" 
whilst, blessed be God \ you have still instances enough of 
piety to keep you in countenance. While you lament 
that the worH seduces you, (for every one has a little 
world of his own,) your world periiaps is only a petty 
neighbourhood, afew streets and squares ;but the patriarch 
had really the contagion of a whole united world to resist; 
he had literally the example of the whole face of the earth 
to oppose^ The " fear of man** also would then have 
been a more pardonable fault, When the lives of the same 
individuals who were likely to excite respect or fear was 
prolonged many ages, than it can be in the short period 
now assigned to human life. How lamentable then that 
opinion should operate so powei'fully when it is but the 
breath of a being so frail and so short-lived, 

. Thathedotb ce*»sto be,» 

Digitized b'y Google 



Tofa who fin^ it so difficult to withstand the individual al- 
loreinent of one modish acquaintance, would if you had 
Ijecn in the patfktch's case have concluded the struggle 
to be quite ineffectual, and sunk under the supposed 
fruitles'^ness of resistance. " Myself," would you not 
have said ? '* or a^ most my little family of eight person^ 
can never hope to stop this torrent of corruption ; I la- 
Aient the fruitlesMiess of opposition; I deplore the neces- 
aity of conformity with the prevailing system ; but it 
would be a foOiish presumption to hope that one family 
can effect a change in the state of the world.** In your 
own case, however, it is sot certam to how wide an ex* 
tent the hearty union of even fewer persons in such a 
cause might reach : at least is it nothing to do what tho 
patriarch did ? was it nothing to preserve himself from 
the general detraction I was it nothing to deliver his 
own soul ? was it nothing to rescue the souls of his whole 
family ? 

A wise man will never differ from the world in trifles. 
It is certainly a mark of a sound judgment to comply with 
it whenever we safely can ; such compliance strengtliens 
our influence by reserving to ourselves the greaterweight 
of autlM>rity on those occasions, when our conscience ob* 
ligesus to differ. Those who are prudent wl41 cheerful- 
ly conform to all its innocent usages ; but those who ai^e 
Christians wili be scrupulous in defining which are real- 
ly innocent previous to their conformity to them. Not 
what the world> but what the Gospel calls innocent, will 
be found at the grand scrutiny to have been really so. A 
discreet Christian will take due pains to be convinced he 
is right, before he vdll presume to be singular : but from 
the instant he is persuaded that the Gospel is true, and 
the world of course .wrong, he wiU no longei^ risk his 
safety by following multitudes, or his soul by staking it 
on hunnan opinion. All our most dangerous mistakes 
arise from our no't constantly referring our practice to the 
standard of Scripture, instead of the mutable standard of 
human opinion^ l>y which it is impossible to fix the real 
value of characters. For this latter standard in somo 
cases determines those to be good who do not run all the 
lengths in which the notoriously bad allow themselves. 
The Gospel has an universal, the world has a local, stand* 
ard of goodness : in certain societies certaiQ vices alone 
we dtthoftouraibIe> stieh as covetouaaest awd^wj^ce ; 
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while those sins of wnich our Saviour has ^ml, that thef 
which commit ihem <' shall noi inherit the kingdom of 
God," detract notliing froin the respect soaie persons re^ 
ceive. Nuy, those very characters whom the Alntighty 
has expressly declared '* He will judge,"* ar« receivec^ 
are admired) are caressed, in tbac which caUs itself the 
l>cst company. 

But to weigh our actions by one standard now, when 
we know they will be judged by mother hereafter, would 
be reckoned the height of absurdity in any transaction's 
but those which involve the interests of eternity. '* Hoir 
Tcadest thou I" is a more specific direction than any com* 
parative view of our own habits with the habits of 4)thers* 
and at the final bar it will be of little avail tliat our actiona. 
have risen above those of bad men, if our views and prin* 
ciples shall be found to have been in opposition to the 
Gospel of Christ. 

Nor is their practice more commendable, who are ever 
on the watch to pick omthe worst actionsof good men, 
by way of justifying their own conduct on the oompari* 
son. The faults of the best men, <^ for there is not a 
just man upon the earth who sinneth not,'' can in no 
wise justify the errors of the worst : and it is not iovavia* 
biy ihe example of even good men that wc mia&i take for 
our unerring rule of conduct : nor is it by a single ac- 
tion that either they or we shall be judged ; for in tlmt 
case who could be saved ? but it is by the. genei-al preva- 
lence of right principles and good habits ; by the predo- 
minance of holiness, and righteousness, and temperance 
in the life, and by the power of humilityi faith, and love 
in the heart. I 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Qfi the leading' doctrine* of ChHstimvity. t%e cormpHoH of human fm^ 
twre, Tite doctrine of redemption. The neceasitjf o/^ a change of 
heart, and of the divme influences te produce that change i mth a 
sketch of the CIiHstian character, 

X HE author leaving in this little work taken a view of 
the false notions often imbibed in early life from a bad 
education, and of tlieir pcrnidqus effects ; and having 
attempted Co poifAjHii tlue respective remedies to these ; 
she would now dra^y all that has been said to a point, and 
declai-e ptainly what she humbly conceivca to be the 
source wlienoc ^ these false nodonsi 4MM this wrong 
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conduct really proceed : The prophet Jeremiah §hall «fi- 
irwer: " It is because they have forsaken the fountain of 
living waters^ and have hewn out to themselves cisterns, 
broken cktems that can hold no water." Ii is an ig- 
JSOranc« ' past belief, of what Christianity really is ; the 
itemedy; therefore, and the only remedy that can be ap- 
jrtied with aiiy prospeiit of success, is rblioion, and by 
Religion she would be understood to mean the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

it has been before fainted, that religion should be taught 
at aiy early period of ^fe ; that children should be brought 
-up « inr the nurture and admonition of the I^rd." The' 
manner in' which they should be taught has UkeVvise "i^itlt 
great plainness been suggested ; that it should be done itt 
so lively and fanJliar a manner as to make religion amia- 
ble, and her ways to appear, what they really arc, " wa5rsf 
•f pleasantness,"* And a sltght sketch has been given of 
the genius of Christianity, by whibh her amiablehestf 
^ould more clearly appear. But this, being ^ subject ot 
such vast importance, compared with which ever^ othci' 
subject sinks into nothing ; it ieems not sufficient to 
speak on the doctrines and duties of Christianity in^ de^ 
tuched peLTiBi but it is of import«we to point out, though' 
in a brief manner, the mutual dependence of ohe doetrine 
upon another, and the infliieiiee which these doctrines- 
have upon the heart and life, so that the duties of Christi- 
anity may be seen to grow out cf its doctrines : by which 
it will appear that Christian virtues differ eesentiaiiy 
from Pagan : it is of a qtiitc diffbvent kind : tho pknt ii*» 
self is different, it comes from a difWent root^ and growil 
in ft^f^fferent soiL \ 

It will be seen how the hnmbiing doctrine of the cor- 
ruption of human nature, which has followed from the cor- 
ruption of our first parents, mak^s way ^r the bright dis- 
play of redeeming love. How from the abasing thought 
that " we are all as sheep going astray, ev.ery one in his 
•wn way :'* that ^ none can return to the Shepherd of our 
souls, except the Father draw him : that " the natural 
man cannot receive the things of the Spirit, because they 
are spiritually discerned z" how from this humiliating 
view of the helftlcssness^ as well as the corruption of humaft 
nature, we are to turn to that animating doctrine, the of- 
fer of divine assistance. So that, though human nature 
vrill appear from this view in a deeply^egraded state, and 
donsequently all have cause for humility, yet not one has 
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cause for Jotpair i the dia^ease indeed U dreadfiiU ^ut a 
physician is at hsind, both able aiui willing to saw us : 
though we ^rc niituraUy " without strength, our help i» 
lUid upon one that is mighty." 

We should observe then, that tlie dectrioes of our Sa- 
viour are, if I may so speak, like bis coat, all woven iulo 
one piece. We should get such a view of their recipro* 
cal dependence as to-be persuaded that without n deep^ 
dense of our own corruptions we can never seriously be- 
lieve in a Saviour, because the substantial md acceptable 
Relief in Him must always arise from the conviction of 
our want of Him ; that without a firm persuasion th^t the 
^oly Spirit can alone restore our &llcn nature, repair th^ 
ruins of sin, and renew the image of God upon the hearty 
we never shall be brought to seriouS) humble prayer fqr 
xepentance and restoration ; and that, wiihoiH this repent- 
ance tkere is no salvation : for though Christ has died 
f>r us, and consequently to him we must look as & Sa* 
Yiour, yet he has hinaself declared that he wiU save ^kudp 
but true penitents. 

•S TBB SOCTBIVS 01 JUDVAJT CQB&irmDir. 

To come now to a more pfirticular statement of these 
4octrine$.— ^When an impc^tantedifipeisabcmtto beereet? 
«d» a vise builder wiH dig (teep, and look well ti» tt^ foun- 
dations, knowing th$it withoui this the; faUric will not be 
likely to stan4* I'l^e foundation of the Christian relief 
gion,out of which the whole structure mi^y be said to arise, 
f^pears to be the doctrine of the fall of man from his ori- 
ginal stitte of righteousness ; and of the corruption and 
llelplessness of human nature^ which are the consequen- 
ces of this fall, and which is the natural state of every one 
born into the world. To this doctrine it is important to 
conciliate the minds, more especially of young persons, 
vbo are peculiarly disposed to turn a¥^y from it as a morose, 
unamlable, and gloomy idea : they are apt to accuse those 
ivho are more strict and serious, of unnecessary severity, 
and to suspect them of thinking unjustly ill of mankind. 
Some of the reasons which prejudice the inexperienced 
against the doctrine in question appear to be the follow- 
ing. 

Young persons themselves have seen little of the world. 
In pleasurable society the world puts on its most amiable 
appearance ; and that softness and urbanity which pre- 
vail, particularly amongst persons of fashion, ar« liable to 
be mistaken for more than Uiey are really worth. The 
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Opposition to this doctrine in the y(?ung, arises partTf from 
ingenuousness of heart, partly from a habit oF indulging 
themselves in favourable suppositions respecting the 
World, rather than of pursuing truth, which is alwiiys the 
grand thing to be pursued ; and paitly from the populari- 
ty of the tenet, tkat etxerf body is ao wonderfitliy good /. 
• This error in youth has howeveT a still deeper founda- 
tion, which is their not having a right standard of moral 
good and evil, in consequence of their already partaking 
of the very corruption which is spoken of ; they a^e there- 
fore apt to have no veiy strict sense of duty, or of tii^ ne • 
cessity of a right and religious motive to' every act. 

Moreover, young people usually do not Hjiow ihem^ 
selves. Not hamg yet been much exposed to tempta- 
tion, owing to the prudent restraints ttk which they have 
been kept, they Httle suspect to what lengths in vice 
fhey themselves are liable to be transported, nor how far 
others atauaHy arc carried, wha are set free from those 
restraints. 

Having kid down these as some of tlic causes of'error 
on this pointy 1 pnmeedtoobserve on what strong groimds 
the doctrine itself stands. 

Profane history abundantly Coftffrms this trmh : the his- 
tory of the world being in faCt little else than the history 
ef the crimes of the human rat;e. Even though the annals 
of remote ages He sa mvolved in obscurity, that some de*' 
gree of uncertunty attaebes itself to many of the event* 
recorded} yetr this one melancholy truth is always clear, 
that most of the miseries which have been brought upon 
D^anklnd^ have proceeded from thisrgeneral depravity. - 

The world we now live in furnishes- abundant proof of 
this truth. In a workl formed on^rhe deceitful' theory of 
those who assert the innocence and dignity of man, almost 
ail the professions, since they would have been rendered" 
useless by such a* state of innocence, weirfd not have ex- 
isted. Without sin- we may nearly presume there would* 
have been no sickness j'so'that eyeiy medical professor is^ 
a standing e vidence of this sad ^ruth. Sin not only brought 
sickness btit deathinto* the woHd; consequent^ every 
funeral presents^ a more irreiragable argument than a 
thousand sermonst Had man persevered iti his original 
integrity, there could' have been no litigation^ for there- 
would' be no contests about property in &. world where- 
Rone would be inclined to attack it. Profe^ors of lawi< 
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thereforeyfitai^tbe attorney who proaeeutesfor artre&pc»% 
to the pleader who defeodft.a criminal, or the judge who- 
condemns hina, loitdljr confirm. the doctrine. ILvery tIcio^ 
ry by sea or land should teach us to rejoice whith humilV 
ation, for conquest itself brings a terrible^ though splendid 
attestation to the truth of the fall of mau* 

£ven those who deny the doctrine^ act universally more 
or lesson the principle. Why do we all secure our houses 
with bolts, and bfu^s, and locks ? Do we take these stepa 
to defend our lives and property from ^ny fiariicular fear I 
from ai^ suspicion of this nerghbour, or that servant, ov 
the other invader f No :— It is from a practical convictioii 
of tbp common depravky ;.frQm a conlstant^ pervading^ 
i>ut ui>defined dread of impending^ evil arising from th^ 
sense of general corruption. Are not prisons b<uit, anc) 
laws enacted, on the same practical principle I 

But not to descend to the more degraded part of our 
species. Why in the fairest transaction of business i% 
nothing execiited without bonds, receipts, and notes of 
hand ? Why do^ not a perfect confidence in the dignity 
of human raar/ur^ abolish all these aecurities ; if not be- 
tween enemies, or people indifferent to each other, yet at 
least between friends and kindred, and tlie mo^^t honour- 
able connexions I Why, but because of that univeral suspi* 
^ion between man and man,^ which> by all we see, and hear|» 
^nd feel, is become interwoven with our very make I 
Though we do not entertain any individual suspicion, nay^ 
though we have the strongest /ier«o;jaZ confidence, yet the 
acknowledged principle of conduct has this doctrine foF 
its basis. " I will take a receipt though it were from mjiF^ 
brother,"^ is the esUtblished voice of mankind ; or, as 1 
have he^rd it more artfuHy put, by a fallacy of which tba 
very disguise discovers, the principle, ^^ Think t^Gty m^Oi 
honest, but deal with him as if you knew him to be other* 
wise.** And as, in a^ state of innocence, the beasts, it i^ 
presumed, would not have bl^d for the sustenance of man, 
so. their parchments would not have, been wajiied as in-> 
strunients of his security gainst his fellow man.* 

But the grand arguments for this doctrine must be- 
drawn from the Holy Scriptures i and these^ besides im- 
plying it almost continually, exgres^y assert it ; and that 
iUr instances too numerous to be all of them, brought for* 

♦ B;shoi> Burtler dittUietljr Msre* mk wxA tobe evMfenVfrotn experience as well; 
»« HevHatioii, "jattlitt^iwjild exhibit* an idta oi a RUIN j" and he M/iUhuzaxA mwcL. 
^fc J Teatores to aoer; that dotler defeAdt^ Cluristiiuiitv upon orincipfe* uncooaoxmit 
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y»^xd here. Of these may I be allowed to prodiice a few ? 
• ^< God saw that the >yickedness oC man was great, and tha^ 
^very imagination of the thoughts of his heart was onli)r 
evil continually :"— ** God looked vpon the earth, an4 
beholdft it was corrupt ; for aU^eak had corrupted his way 
upon the earth. And it refttntec^ the Lord that he ha4 
made man on the ear^h, and it grieved him at bi9 heart*** 
This is a picture of mankina befqx^ the flood ; and tha 
doctrine receives additional conErmation in Scripture^ 
when it speaks of the times which followed after that tre«- 
mendous judgme&t hs^l takeo pUce. The Psalms aboun4 
in lamentations on the depravity of man '* They are^ 
W^ gone aside ; there is.»one that doeth good, no not one*^ 
'' In thy sightV' says David, addressing the Most High,, 
** shall no man living be jvistified.** Job in his usual lofty 
Strain of interrogation, asks, " Wl)at iaman that he sliouid 
be plean, and he that is born of a woman thai he should; 
be righteous I Behold the heavens are not clean in ffi^ 
sight, how much more abominable and filthy is man, whO' 
drinketh iniquity like water V* . 

Nor do the Scriptures speak of this corruption as arising 
only from occasional temptation, or from mere extrinsic 
C^^uses. The wise man telis us, that " foolishness is bound 
Vp in the heart of a child :*' the prophet Jeremiah assure^^ 
us, ^' the heart Lsdeoeitftil above all tbings, and desperate* 
ly wicked :" and l>dvid plainly states the doctrine : <^ Be-^ 
hold, 1 was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me." Can language be more explicit ? 

The New Testamcnl; corroborates the Old. Qur Lord's- 
reproof of Peter' seems to take the doctrine for granted i^ 
•* Thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those- 
that be of man i* clearly intimating*, that the waya- of man 
are oppo^te to the ways of God. And our Saviour, in that, 
affecting discourse to his disciples, observes to them thaty 
as they were by his- grace made different from others^, 
therefore they must expect to be hated by those who were 
so unlike them. And it should be particularly observed, 
as oriother proof that the world is wicked, that our Lord 
considered '^ the wurld" as opposed to him and to his dis-^ 
ciples. <*Ifye were of the world, the world weuld love 
its own ; but I have chosen you ovit of the world, there~ 
fore the world hateth you."t St John, writing to his Chris- 
tian church, states the same truth.: " We know that^-wft^ 
ai e of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness/* 
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Man Id bis natural and unbelieving state is likewise repreV 
aented as in a state ol guilty and under the diapleaaure of 
Almighty God. *< He that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life i but the wrath of God alndeth on him." 

Here, however, if it be objected, that the heathen whdr 
never heard of the Gospel will not assuredly be judged 
by it ; the Saviour's answer to such curious inquirers con- 
cerning the state of others is, '^ Strive to enter in at the 
strait gate.'^ It is enough for us to believe that God will 
judge all men according to their opportunities. But with 
whatever mercy he may judge those who, living in a land 
of darkness, are virithout knowledge of hrs revealed law^ 
our business is not with them, but with onrselves. It is 
mir business to consider what mercy be will extend to 
those who, living in a Christian country, abounding with 
means and ordinances, where the Gospel i» preached in 
ks purity ; it is our business to inquire how he will 4eal 
with those who slim their eye's to its beams, who close 
their ears to its truths. For an unbeliever, who has passed 
his life in the meridias of Scripture light, or for an out-^ 
waixl but unfruitful professor of Christianity, 1 know not 
what hope the Gospel holds out. 

The natural state of man is again thu'S described : « ThcT 
iiarnal^ mind is emnhy against God ; (awful thought \) for 
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be^ 
So then they that are in the fiesh cannot please God.'*' 
What the apostle meansr Ay ftftn^- tVi thefltahj is evident* 
by what follows ; for speaking of those whtose hearts were^ 
dhanged by divine grace, he says, " But ye are not in the 
flesh, but in the spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dweli^ 
in yo» : that is, you are now not in your natifral state ;^ 
the change that has passed on your minds by the influ- 
ence of the Spirit of God is so great, that your state majT 
properly be called being in the Spirit. It may be further' 
observed that the same apostle, writing tt> the churches oF 
Galatia, tells them, that the natural corruption of the hu- 
man heart is. continually opposing the spirit of hol'mess 
which influences the regenerate. **^ The flesh lust^th^ 
against the spirit, and the spirit against tiie flfesh, and 
these arc contrary the one to the other i*' which passage 
by the way, at the same time that it proves the corruptio>n. 
of the heart, proves the necessity of divine influences. 
And the apostle, with respect to himself, freely confesses: 
and deeply laments the workings of this corrupt princi- 
ile : " O wretched maa that I am i" &c 
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It has been objected by sorre who hare oppoaei! this 
doctrine, that the same Scriptures which speak of njan- 
kind as being sinners^ speak of some as being rig/iteoua-i 
and hence they would argue, that though this depravity of 
human nature may be general^ yet it cannot be universal. 
This objection, when examined, sei*yes only, like all other 
objections against the truth, to establish that which it wa& 
itttendpd to destroy. For what do the Scriptures assert 
respecting the righteous ? That there are soine whose 
principles, views, and conduct, are sp different from the. 
rest of the world, and from what theirs themselves once 
were, that these persons are honoured with the peculiar 
^tle of the " sQns of God/* But no where do the Scriptures 
assert tha\ even these are unless ; on the contrary their 
faults ar^ fre^quently mentioned ; and persona of this clajst 
are ai«reover represented as those on whom a great cii^n^^ 
has pest ; as having been formerly ^ dead in tres|>asses and 
•ins ;'* but as " being now caHed o^/ of darkness itito light." 
as " tranalated into the kipgdom of God's dear Son ;*' as 
** having fiassed from death to life." And St. Paul p«tt 
this matter past ail doi^bt, by expressly asserting) that 
' ^ they vfcre dll by nature the children of wrath even a^ 
others." 

, It might be well to ask certain persons who oppose the 
doctrine in question, and who also seem to talk as if they 
tiiought there were nnany sinless people in the world, how 
they expect that such sinlesspeople will be saved ? (though 
indeed to talk of an imiocent person being saved is a pal- 
pable coi^tradiction in terms ; it is talking of curing a man 
already in health.) '* Undoubtedly," such will say, '* they . 
will be received into those abodes of bliss prepared for the 
righteous." —But be it remembered there is but one w«y 
to these blissful abodes, and that is, through Jesus Christ ; 
" For there is hone other name given among men where-, 
by we must be saved.** If we ash whom did Christ come to 
s^ve ? the Scripture directly answers, ** He came into the 
world to save sinners ;"— '^His name wa« called Jesus,, 
because he came to save his people/rom their sins." When 
St. John was favoured with a heavenly vision, he tells US| 
that he beheld <^ a great multitude which no man could 
number, of all nations, andkindred, and people, and tongues, 
standing before the throne^ and befoi'e the I^mb, clothed 
Avith white robes :*' that one of the heavenly inhabitants ip^ 
formed him who they were : ** These are they who come, 
out of great t^ibul^njoni an4 have washed thoit' robes, 9xul 
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made tliein white in the blood oHhe Lamb ; thcrefoi^ strcr 
they before the throne of God, and seryc him day anrf' 
night in his temple ; and he that sitteth on the ihrone shall 
4well among; them ; they shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat ; for the Lamb which is in the midst of them 
shall feed them, and shall lead them to living fountains of 
waterSi and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." 

We may gather from this description what these glo- 
idous and happy beings once were : they were sinful crea- - 
%ires : their robes were not s/iotleaa : *< They had ni/a%hed 
them« and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.'^ 
They are likewise generally represented as having been 
imcc a auffering people : they came out of great tribula- 
tion. They are described as having overcome the great 
tempter of mankind, « by the blood of the Lamb :*'* as 
they who follow the Lamb wheresoever he goeth :" as 
** redeemed from among men."t And their employment in 
the regions of bliss is a farther confirmation of the doc- 
trine of which we are treating. " The great multitude,*^ ' 
&c. &c. we are told, <^ stood and cried with a loud voice. 
Salvation to our God who sitteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb !" Here' we see they ascribe their salvation to '' 
Christ, and consequently their present happiness to his 
atoning blood. And in another of Itheir celestial anthems, ' 
they say in like manner : ." Thou wast slain, and hast re-* 
deemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation.*'^ 

By all this it is evident, that men of any other descrip- 
tion than redeepted sinners must gain admittance to heaven 
some other way than that which the Scriptures point out ; 
and also that when they shall arrive there, so different will 
be their employment, that they must have an anthem pe- 
culiar to themselves. 

Nothing is more adapted to " the casting down of high 
imaginations,** and to promote humility, than this reflec- 
tion, that heaven is always in Scripture pointed out not as 
the reward of the innocent, but as the hope of the penitent. 
This, while it is calculated to " exclude boasting," the 
temper the most opposite to the Gospel, is yet the most 
suited to afford comfort ; for were heaven promised as the 
reward of innocence, who could attain to it ? but being, as 
it is, the promised portion of faith and repentance} who \^ 
compelled to miss ft ? 

• *• Rer. siL 14. tlUnr.xi?^4. 11^ f.^r,,,o.(- 
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It is urgci that the belief of this doctrine of our cor^ 
ruption produces many ill effects, and therefore it should \m 
discouraged. — That it does not produce those ill effects, 
ivben not misunderstood or par tiallyi represented, y/e shall 
attempt to show ; at the same time let it be ^served, if 
it be really irue^ we must not reject it on account of any 
of these supposed ill consequences. Truth may often be 
attended with disagreeable effects, but if it be truth it must 
Kill be pursued. If, for instance, treason should eiist in a 
country, every one knows the disagreeable effects which 
will follow such a conviction ; but our not believing such 
treason to exist, vyll not prevent such effect following it { 
on the contrary, our believing it may prevent the conse- 
quences. 

It is objected, that this doctrine debases human na« 
tare,and that finding fault with the building is only another 
way of finding fault with the architect. To the first part 
of this objection it may be remarked, that if man be real- 
ly a corrupt, fallen being, it is proper to represent him as 
such : the fault then lies in the man and not in the doctrine ^ 
which only states the truth* As to the inference which 
is supposed to follow, namely, that it throws the fault upr 
on the Creator, it proceeds upon the false supposition tliat 
man's present corrupt state is the state in which he was 
originally created : and also that God has left him una- 
voidably to perish in it, whereas although '< in Adam we 
die, in Christ we shall be made alive." 

It is likewise objected, that as this doctrine must give 
i>s such a bad opinion of mankind, it roust consequently 
produce ill-will hatred, and suspicion. But it should be 
remembered, that it gives us no worse an opinion of other 
men than it gives us of ourselves ; such views of our- 
selves Iiiive a very salutary effect, inasmuch as they have 
a tendency to produce humility ; and humility is not 
likely to produce ili-vill to others* " for only from pride 
Cometh contention :" and as to the views it gives us of 
mankind, it represents us di^/cUow sufferers $ and surely 
the consideration that we are the com/ianions in misery is 
not calculated to produce hatred. The truth is, these 
effects have actually followed from afalse and partial view 
of the subject. 

Old persons who have seen much of the wQrld, and who 
have little religion, are apt to be strong in their belief of 
man's actual corruption ; but not taking it up on Chris- 
tian grounds, .this belief iixihem shvvvs itself in a narrow 



mod fttalignftnt temper ; in uncharitable judgment^ and 
liarsh opinions. 

Suspicion and hatred also are the uses to nrhich Ro- 
chefoucautt and the other French philosophers have con* 
verted this doctrine: their acute ihinds intuitively found 
€lie corruption of man, and they saw it without its con* 
comitant and correcting doctrine : they allowed man to 
be a depraved creature, but disallowed his high original : 
they found him in a low state, but did not conceive df 
him as having fallen from a better. They represent him 
rather as a brute than an apostate ; not taking into the 
account that his present degraded nature and depraved 
faculties are not his original state ; that he U not such as 
he came out of the hands of his Creator, but such as he 
has been made by sin. Nor do they know that he has not 
even now lost all remains of his primitive dignity, but is 
6till capable of a restoration more glorious 

ThftB it drt«M ot' in thdr philosophy. 

Perhaps, too, they know from wiiat ihey/eel^ all the evil 
to which man is inclined ; but tl^ey do not know, for they 
have hot felt, all the good of which he is capable by the 
superinduction of the divine principle : thus they as- 
perse human nature instead of representing it fairly, and 
in so doing it is thty who calumniate the great Creator. 

The doctrine of corruption is likewise accused of be- 
ing a gloomy, discouraging doctrine, and an enemy to 
joy and comfort. Now suppose this objection time in its 
fullest extent. Is it any way unreasonable that a being 
&Ilen into a state of sin, under the displeasure of Al- 
mighty God, should feel Mcriously alarmed at being in 
such a state I Is the condemned criminal blamed because 
he is not merry f And would it be esteemed a kind actioa 
to persuade him that he is na; condemned in order to 
make him so ? 

But this charge is not true in the sense intended by 
those who bring it forward. Those who believe this doc- 
trine are nai the most gloomy people. When, iudeedi 
4my one by the influence of the Holy Spirit is brought to 
view his state as it really is, a state of guilt and dangeri 
h is naturals that fear bhouUl be excited in his mind, but 
it is such a fear as impels binj « to flee from the wraih to 
obme r" it is such a fear as moved Noah to '» prepare an 
ark to the saving of his house.*' Such an one will like- 
wise feel sorrow ; not howevjcr « the sorrow of the world 
Hich worketh dcnih," but that godly sorrow which 
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worketh repentance s such an one is in a proper state lo 
receive 'the glorious docirine we are next about to coii- 
template ; namely, $ 

THAT OOD so LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HI^ 
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, THAT WHOSOEVER BEI/IEVED 
ON HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE BVERLASTINa 
LIFE. 

Of this doctrine it is of the last importance to form 
just views, for as it is the only doctrine which can keep 
the humble penitent from despedr, so, on the other hand, 
great care must be taken that false views of it do not lead 
us to presumption. In order to understand it rightly, we^ 
must not fill our minds with our own reasonings upon it^ 
which is the way in which some good people have been 
misled, but we must betake ourselves to the Scriptures^ 
wherein we shall find the doctrine stated so plainly as to 
shew that the mistakes have not arisen from a want of 
clearness in the Scriptures, but fi*om a desii^ to rnaka 
it bend to some favourite notions. While it has been re- 
jected by some, it has been so mutilated by others, as hard- 
ly to retain any resemblance to the Scripture doctruie of 
redemption. We are told in the beautiful passage last 
quoted zV« fiourre,— the love of God to a lost world— wAo 
the Redeemer was — the Son of God— -the end for which 
this plan was formed and executed.^-'' That whosoever 
believed in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." There is nothing surely in all this to promote* 
gloominess. It' kindness and mercy have a tendency to 
win and warm the heart, here is every incentive to joy 
and cheerfulness. Christianity loeks kindly towards all^ 
and with. peculiar tenderness on such, as, from humbling 
Tiews of their own unworthiness, might be led to fancy 
themselvesexcluded:— we are expressly told,that **Christ 
died for all .•"—that " he tasted death for every m^in :-^'* 
that " he died for the sins of the whole world** Accord- 
ingly he has commanded that his Gospel should be 
,<< preached to every creature;'* which is in effect declar- 
ing tha-l not a single human being is excluded : for.to 
preach the Gospel is to offer a Saviour :— -and the Sa- 
viour in the plainest language offiprs himself to all,— ^^^^ 
daring to '< all the ends of the carth"-^" look unto me 
and be saved." It is therefore an nndenial>le'trtith, chat 
no one wi|ll perish for pant of a Saviour, but for n^^etUt^ 
hioi* 
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But to suppose that because Christ has <Ht4 for lUt 
« sins of the whole world," the whole world will tifcreforc 
1»e navedy is a most fatal mistake : in the same book which, 
tells us that " Christ died for all^ *' we have likewise this 
awful aditionition : " Strait is the gate, and/ew there be 
that find it ;" which, whether it be understood of theim- 
mediate reception of the Gospel, or of the final use which 
was too likely to be made of it, gives no encouragement 
to hope that all will entitle themselves to its reward. And 
whilst it^eclares that '* there is no other name whereby 
we may be saved but the name of Jesus ;" it likewise de- 
clares, 

THAT << WITHOUT HOLINESS KO MAN SHALL SBB THE 
LORD." 

It is much to be feared that some, in their zeal -10 de- 
fend the Gospel doctrines of free grace, have materially 
injured t^i^ Gospel doctrine of holiness : stating, that 
Christ has done all in such a sense, as that there is no- 
thing left for us to do. — But do the Scriptures hold out 
ihis language ? — " Come, for all things are ready," is 
the Gospel call ; in which we may observe, that at the 
.same time that it tells us that " all things are ready," it 
nevertheless tells us that we must " cotrte,'^ Food being 
hrovided for us will not benefit us except we partake of 
It. — It will not avail us that « Christ our passover is aacri- 
Jiced for us,'* unless « we keefi the feast." — We must 
make use of *< the fountain which is opened," if we would 
be purified. ** All, indeed, who are athirat are invited to 
take of the waters of life freely ; but if we feel no <* thirat /* 
if we do not drink^ their saving qualities are of no avail. 

It is the more necessaty to insist on this in the present 
day, as there is a worldly and fashionable, as well as a 
low and sectarian Antinomianism : there lamentably pre- 
vails in the world an unwarranted assurance of salvation, 
founded on a slight, vague, and general confidence in what 
Christ has done and suffered for us, as if the great object 
of his doing and suffering had been to emancipate ua from 
all obligations to duty and obedience ; and as if, because 
lie died fbr sinners, we might therefore safely and com- 
fortably go on to live in sin, contenting ourselves with 
^ibw and t lien a transient, formal, and unnaeahing avowal 
of our im worthiness, our obligation, and the all-sufficien- 
cy of ///« atonement. By this quit-rent, .of which ail the 
cost consists in the acknowledgment, the sensual, the 
worlcllr, andthev^n, hop© to find a refuse in heaven* 
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Hvhen driven &om the enjoyments of this world. But this 
indolent Christianity is no where taught in the Bible. 
The faith inculcated there is not a luzy, professional fait!^ 
but that faith which " produceth obedience ^*^ that faith 
which " worketh by love," that faitli of which the prao^ 
tical language is — " Strive that you may enter in ;'' — 
•* So run that you may obtain ;" — '* ^ojight that you may 
lay hold on eternal life :" — that faith which directs us 
•* not to be weary in well doing ;'* — which says, " Work 
out your own salvation :"— never forgetting at the same 
tims ^^ that it is God which worketh in us both to will 
and to do."— Are those rich supplies of grace which the 
.gospel offers ; are those abundant aids of the Spirit which 
it* promises, tendered to the slothful f^So : God will 
have all bis gifts improved. Grace must be used, or it 
will be withdrawn. The Almighty thinks it not deroga- 
tory t;o his free grace to declare, that ** those only who 
do his commandments have .right to the tree of life." 
And the Scriptures represent it as not derogatory to thei 
sacrijke of Christ, to follow his examjile in well-doing. 
The only caution is, that we must not work in our own 
strength, not bring in our contribution of works as if i^ 
aid of the supposed deficiency of His merits. 

For we must not in oxxv over-caution fancy, that because 
Chrbt has " redeemed us from the curse of the law," we 
are therefore Without a law. In acknowledging Christ as 
a deliverer^ we must not forget that he is alaw-giyer too, 
and that we are expressly commanded " to fulfil the law 
of Christ : " if then we wish to know what his laws are, 
we must " search the Scriptures," especially the New 
Testament ; there we shall find him declaring 

^TilB ABSOLUTS KSCBSSTTT OV ▲ CHAITfiS OF BSABT ATB SIFE. 

Our Saviour says that <' except a man be born again, he 
6annot see the kingdom of God :" that it is not a mere 
acknowledgmg His authority, calling him " Lord, Lord,'* 
that will avail any thing, except we do what He com- 
fnands : that any thing short of this is like a man building 
his house upon the sands, which, when the storms come 
on, will cenainty fall. In like manner the apostles are 
continually enforcing the necessity of this change, which 
they describe underthe various names of << the new man;"* 
the new creature ;"t — ^^ a transformation into the image 
•f God ;"t— * a participation of the divine nature."§ 

• EphesHins, iv. 24. + GalatUnt, ri. 15. 
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Nor is this change represented as consisting racrefy in a 
change of religious opinions ; nor in exchanging gross 
tins for those which are^more sober and reputable ; nor in 
renouncing the sins of youth, and assutning those of a 
quieter period of life ; nor in leaving off evil practices 
because men are grown tired of them, or find they injure 
their credit, health, or fortune ; nor does it consist in in- 
offensiveness and obligilig manners, nor indeed in any 
»nerely outward reformation. 

But the change consists in " being renewed in the spi- 
rit of our minds ;*' in being " conformed to the im^ge of 
the Son of God ;" in being " called out of darkness into 
Hismarvellouslight." And the wholeof this greatchange, 
its beginning, progress, and final accotnplishment, for it Is 
Fq>resented as a gradual change, is ascribed to 
*mB umusKCK ep tbb hoit spibit. 

We ar« perpetUcdly remitided of our utter inability to 
help ourselves, that we may set the higher value on those 
*t^racious aids which are held out to us. We are taught 
that « we are not sufficiwit to think any thing «s of our- 
selves, but our sufficiency is of God " And when we are 
told that " if we life after the flesh, we shall die," we are 
at the same time reminded, that it is '* through the Sfiirit 
that we must mortify the deeds of the body." We are 
likewise cautioned that we " gtieve tiot the Holy Spirit of , 
CJod :" that we « quench not the Spirit-** By all' which 
expressions, and many otkers of like Inlport, w6 are taught 
liiaty while we are to ascribe with honible gratitude e very- 
good thought, word, and work, to the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, we are not to look on such influences as su- 
perseding our own exertioivs : «nd it is plain that 'we mixy 
reject the gracious offers of assistance^ since otherwise 
there would be no occasion to. caution us not to do it. 
The Scriptures have illustr^d this in terias wlikh are 
familiar indeed, but which are therefore only the m^re 
condescending, and endearing. <' Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock. If ^< any man hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
y ith me." Observe, it is not said, if any man will not list- 
en to me, 1 will force open the door. But jf we refuse 
admittance ta such aguest^ we mu.stabi4e byt^ con- 
sequences. 

This sublime doctrine of divine assist«unceis the more 
to be prized, not only on account of our own helplessness, 

•t from the additional consideration of the i 
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vefsafy with whom the Christian has to contend : an arti- 
cle of otir faith, by the way, which is growing into gene- 
ral disrtpute among the politer classes of society. Nay, 
there 19 a kind of ridicule attached to the very suggestion 
of the subject, as if it were exploded on full proot of its 
being an absolute absurdity, utterly repugnant to the lib- 
, eral spirit of an enlightened age. And it reqirires no 
small neatness of expression and periphrastic ingenuity to 
get the very mention tolerated. — I mean the scrifiture doc- 
trine of the existence and fiower qf our great spiritual 
enemy. It is considered by the fashionable skeptic as a 
Tulgar in vention, which ought to be banished with the be- 
lief in dreams, and ghosts, and witchcraft— by the fash- 
ionable Christian, as an ingenious allegory, but not as a 
literal truth ; and by almost all, as a doctrine which, wheri 
it happens to be introduced at Church, has dt least noth- 
ing to do with the ftews^ but is by comnvon canscnt made 
over to the aiatea^ if indeed it must be retained at all. 

May I, with great humility and respect, pre^ime to 
suggest to our divines, that they wonld do well not to lend 
their coo^ntenance to these modish curtarlmems of the 
Christian faith ; nor to shun the introduction of this doc- 
trine when it consists with their subject to bring it for- 
ward. A truth whichis seldom brought before the eye, im- 
perceptibly grows less and less impoi'tant ; and if it bean 
IK) pleasing truth y we grow more and nKwe reconciled to 
Its absence, till at length its intriision becomes offensive, 
and we learn in the end to renounce what we at first only* 
neglected Because some coarse and ranting enthusiastS( 
have beenfond of using tremendous- terms with ^ violence ' 
and frequency, which might make it seenr to be a gratifi- 
cation to them to denounce j udgments and anticipate tor- 
ments, can ^^e/r coarseness or vulgarity make a trtie doc^ 
trine false, or an important one trifling ^ If such preacher^ 
feave given offence by their uncouth manner of managing 
an awful doctrine, that indeed fumshes a caution to treat 
the subject naore discreetly, but it is no just reason for 
avoiding the doctrine. For to^ keep^a^ truth out of sight 
because it has been absurdly handled or ill-defended, 
might in time be assigned as a reason for keeping back, 
one by one, every doctrine of our holy chutxh ; for which 
ef them htis not had imprudent advocates or weak cham^ 
f ions I * 

Be it JfiBmem&eretl' that the dbcttine in miestioa is not 
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only interwoven by allusion, implication, or direct as^n" 
tion ihrottj^hout the whole Scripture, but that k stands 
prominently personified at the opening of the New as well 
s^a the Old Testament. The devil's temptation of our Lord, 
in which he is not represented figuratively, but- visibly: 
und palpably, stands oo the same ground of authority witn 
other events which are received without repugnance. 
And it may Bot be an unuseful observation to remark^ 
that the very refusing to believe in an evil spirit, may be 
considered as one of his own suggestions ; for there isnot 
a more dangerous illusion than to believe ourselves out 
of the reach of illusions, nor a more alarming temptatiotn 
than to fancy that we are not liable to t>e tempted. 

But the dark cloud raised by this doctrine will be dis- 
pelled by the cheering certainty that our blessod Saviour 
having himself <' been tempted like as we are, is able ta 
deliver those who are tempted." 

But to return— From this imperfect sketch we may 
gee how suitable the religion of Christ is to fallen man I 
How exactly it meets every wantl No one needs now 
perish because he is a sinner, provided he be willing to 
forsake his sins ; for '< Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners :" and " He is now-exalted to be a Prince . 
^nd a ^vioor^to give repentance and forgiveness of sin.' ^ 
Which passage^ be it observed, may be considered a& 
pointing out to us the order in which he bestows his bles* 
sings ; he gives first rcfienianeej and ih^n forgiveness* 

We may likewise see how much the character of a true 
Christian rises above every other t th^t there is a whole-* 
Aess, an integrity^ a completeness in the Christian cha«^ 
racier : that a few natural, pleasing qualities^ not cast ia 
the mottld of the Gospel, are but as beautiful fiagraents^. 
or well turned single limbs^ wluch for want of that beauty 
which arises from the proportion of parts, for want of 
that connexion of the members with the living head, ar& 
of little comparative excellence. There may be amiably 
qualities which are not Ohrbtian graces : and the apostle^ 
a^ter eniunerating every separate article of attack or de>« 
fence with which a Christian warrior is to be a^^jcoutr^d^ 
sums up^ the matter by directing that we put on '^ the: 
wMe armour erf God.'* And. this. ctm^ileHmm b insisted 
#n by all the apostles. One pa^ys that his converts ma>r 
*« stand fier/ea and complete in the whole will of God C^ 
jmoiher enioins. that they be w/ie^^^ ai^^Uj^r^fj^ waquug: 
.nothing.** 
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Nov ve are not to suppose that they expected nay con* 
vert to be without fault a ; they knew too well the consti- 
tution of the human heart ; but Christians must have no 
fault in their /irinc^le ; tlteir views must be direct, theii* 
proposed scheme must be faultless ; their intention must 
be single i their tttandard nH4st be lofty ; their object must 
be right ; their <^ mark must be the high calling of God 
ia Chri^ Jestts."«»There must be no aUoived evil, no ftMir^ 
runted defection, no tolerated impurity. Though they do 
not rise as high as they ought, nor as they wish, in the scale 
of perfection, yet the scale itseii must be correct, and the 
desire of ascending perpetual : they must count the de- 
grees they have already attained as nothing. Every gruce 
must be kept in exercise, conquests once made over an 
evil propensity must not only be maintaiiicd but extended. 
And in truth, Cbiistianity f^o comprist^s coutmiy) and as it 
may be thought irreconcilable excellencies, that those 
which seem so incompatible as to be incapable by natui*e 
of being inmates of the sunie breast, are almost ucces^ 
sarily mvolved in the Ciiristiaii. character. 

For instance ; Christianity requires that our £aith be at 
once fervent and sober ; that our love be both ai dent and 
lasting ; that our patience be not only heroic but gentle : 
she demands dauntless zeal and genuine humility ; active 
services and complete self-renunciation ; high attainments 
in goodness, with deep coi>sciousness of defect ; courage in 
reproving, and meekness itv bearing reproof; a quick per- 
ception of what is sinful ; with a willingBess to forgive the 
offender ; aaive virtue ready to do all, and passive virtue 
ready to ^ar all — We must stretch every faculty in the 
service of our Lorch and yet bring every thought into obe» 
dience to Him : while wc aim to live in the exercise of 
every Qhristian grace, we nuist accoum ourselves unpro- 
fitable servants^: we must strive for the crown, yet re- 
ceive it as a jfz/^, and then hiy it at our Master's feet^ 
while Ave are busily trading in the world with our Lord's 
talents, we must '' commune with^our heart, and be still :" 
while we strive to practise the purest disinterestedness^ 
we mus^be contented, though we meet with selfi^ness 
in return ; and while laying out our lives for tlie good ol 
mankind, we most submit tare{M.*oachwithommurmurin|^ 
and to ingratitude witlu>tit resentmeut. And to render us 
equal to all tliese services, Christianity bestows not only 
^ precept,; but tke po^er ; she does what the great poel 
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of Ethics lamented tliat Reason could not do, ^she lehdsp 

us arms as well as rules.*' 

For here, if not the worldly and the timid, but the huna- 
ble and the well disposed should demand with fear and^ 
trembling, «jWho is suflScient for these things ?" Revc-p^ 
lation makes its own reyiring answer : " My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee.'* 

It will be well here to distinguish that there are two 
sorts of Christian professors, one of which affect to speak 
of Christianity as if it were a mere system of doctrinesi 
with little reference to their inffuence on life and manners i 
while the other consider it as exhilyiting a scheme of hu* 
man duties independent on its doctrines. For though thd^ 
latter sort may admit i\\e doctrines, yet they contemplate 
them as a separate and disconnected set of opinions, rather 
than as an influential principle of action.— In violation of 
that beautiful harmony which subsists in every part of 
Scripture between practice and belief, the religions world 
furnishes two sorts of people, who seem to enlist them- 
selves, as- if in opposition, under the banners of Saint Paul 
and Saint James, as if those two great champions of the 
Christian cause had fought for two masters. Those whd 
affect respectively to be the disciples of each, treat faith 
and works as if they were opposite interests, instead of in* 
separable points. Nay, they gofanher, and set Saint Paiii 
at variance with himself. 

Now instead of reasoning on the point, let us refer to 
the apostle in question, who definitively settles the dispute; 
The apostolical order and method in this respect 'deserve 
notice and imitation ; for it is observable, that the earliei? 
parts of most of the Epistles abound^in the • doctrines of 
Christianityj while those latter chapters-, which wind \\p 
the subject, exhibit all the duties which grew out of themi 
as the natural and necessary productions of such a liVing 
root. But this alternate mentiofi of doctrine and pi'actice^, 
which seemed- likely to unitcy has on the eontraryfoitned 
a sort of line of separation between these two orders of be-*-- 
iievers, and introduced a broken and mutilated system. 
Those who would make Christianity consist of doctrines 
only, dweU, for instaace, on the first eleven chapters of the 
Epistle to the Romany as containing exclusively the sunr 
and substance of the Gospel. While the mere moralistsf 
who wish to strip Christianity of her lofty and appropriate 
•ttributes, delight t(Kdwelloa the /we//M chapter, whielfe 
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is a tablie of duties, as exclusively as if the preceding chap- 
ters made no part of the sacred Canon. But Paul himself, 
who was at least as sound a theologian as any of his com- 
ments^ors, settles the matter another way, by^making the 
duties of the twelfth grow out of the doctrines- of the ante- 
cedent eleven^ just as any other consequence grows out of 
its cause. And as if he suspected that the indivisible union 
between them might possibly be overlooked, he links the 
t^wo distinct divisions together l^ a iogical « therefore," 
with which the twelfth begins : — *< I beseech you lA^rc" 
^re^* (that is, as the effect of all I have been inculcating^) 
^ that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, accepta- 
ble to God," &c. and then goes on to enforce on thcm> as 
-» consequence of what he had been preaching, the prac- 
tice of every Christian virtue. This combined' view of the 
subject seems, on the one hand, to be the only mesms of 
f>fcventing the substitution of Pagan morality for Chris- 
4isHi -holiness ; and on the other, of securing the leading 
docmne of justtficadon by faith, from the dreadful danger 
•of Antinomian licentiousness ; every human obligation 
; thu« grafted on tiie Uving-atock of a divine principle. 



CHAPTER XX. 
Oil the <fc% dftdafficacy of prater, 

•It is not proposed to enter largely oii a topic which has 
been exhausted by the ablest pens. But as a work of this 
nature seema to require that so important a subject should 
not be overlooked, it is intended to notice in a slight man- 
ner a few of those many difl&cuUies and popular objections 
which are brought forward against the use and elO^acy of 
prayer, even by those who would be unwilling to be su^ 
pected of impiety and unbelief. 

There is a class of objectorsr who strangely profess to 
withhold homage from the Most High, not out of con- 
tempt, but rcvei^epce. They affect to eoiisider the use of 
prayer as derogatory to the omniscience of God, asserting 
that it looks as if we thought he stood in need of being 
infolded of our wants ; and as derogatory to hia goodness, 
as implying that l>e ne^eds.to be put in mmd of them. 
> But is it not enough ftw such poor frail beings as we 
are to know, that Gk)d himself does not consider prayer as 
derogatory either to his wisdom or goodness ? And shall 
mte erect ourselves into judges of what is coasiatent "With 
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the attributes of Him, before whom anpjels fall prostratfe 
with self abasement ? Will he thank such defenders of his 
attributes, who while they pix>fes8 lO reverence, scruple 
not to disobey him ? It ought rather to be viewed as a 
great encouragement to prayer, that we are addressing a 
Being, who knows our wants better than we can express 
them, and whose prtvcnting goodness is always ready to 
relieve them. 

It is objected by another class, and Jii the specious 
ground of Humility too^ though we do not always find the 
objector himself quite as humble as his plea, that it is ar* 
rogant in such insignificant beings as we are to presume 
to lay our petty necessities before the great and glorious 
God, who cannot be expected to condescend to the multi- 
tude of trifling and even interfering requests l;vhich are 
brought before him by his creatures. These and such like 
objections arise from mean and unworthy thoughts of the 
great Creator. It seems as if those who make them consi- 
dered the Most High as " such an one as themseWes ;*' 
a being, who can perform a certain quantity of business^ 
but who would be overpowered with an additional quafv 
tity. Or at best, is it not considering the Almighty in the 
light, not of an infinite God, but of a great man, of a mi- 
nister, or a king, who, while he superintends great and na- 
tional concerns, is obliged to neglect smail and individual 
petitions, because he cannot spare that leisure and attea- 
tion which suffice for every thing ? They do not consider 
him as that infinitely glorious Being who, while he beholds 
at once all that is dioing in heaven and in earth, is at the 
same time as attentive to the prayer of the poor clcstilute, 
as present to the sorrowful sighing of the prisoner, as if 
these forlorn creatures were the objects of his undivided 
attention. 

These critics, who are for sparing the Supreme Being 
\he trouble of our prayers, and, if I may so speak without 
profaneness, would relieve Omnipotence of part of his 
burden, by assigning to his care only such a portion as 
may be more easily managed, seem to have no concep*^ 
tion of his attributes. 

They forget that infinite wisdom puts him as easily 
within reach of all knowledge, as infinite power does of 
all performance ; that he is a being in whose plans com- 
plexity makes no difficulty, and multiplicity no confu- 
sion : that to ubiquity distance does not exist ; that te 
Infinity space ^ annihilated ; tliat pasti i>rcsent* aod fw* 



VatCf are discerned more accurately at one glance of his 
«ye, to whom a thousand years are as one daF) than a sin«- 
gle moment of time or a single point of space can be by 
ours. 

To the other part of the objection founded on the sUp* 
posed interference (that is, irreconciiableness) of one 
man's petitions with those of another, this answer seems 
to suggest itself: first, that w^ must take care that when 
we ask, we d^ not *« ask amiss ;" that, for instance, we 
ask chiefly, and in an unqualified manner, only for spirit- 
ual blessings to ourselves and others ; and in doing thi{i 
the prayer of one man cannot interfere with that of ano- 
tjier. Next, in asking for temporal and inferior bles- 
sings, we must qualify our petition even though it should 
extend to deliverance from the severest pains, or to our 
very life itself, according to that example of our Saviour ^ 
"Father, if U be fioa&ible^ let this cup pass from me^ 
KeverthelciB not my wiil, but thine be done." By thus 
qualifying our prayer, we exercise ourselves in an act of 
resignation to God ; we profess not to wish what will in- 
terfere with his benevolent plan, and yet we may hope 
by prayer to secure the blessing so far as it is consistent 
with it. Perhaps the reason why this objection to prayer 
is so strongly felt, is the too great disposition to pray for 
merely temporal and worldly blessings, and to desire 
them in the most unqualified manner, not submitting to 
be without them, even though the granting them should 
be inconsistent with the general plan of Providence. 

Anotlier class continue to bring forward, as pertifUi- 
ciously^is if it had never been answered, the exhausted 
argument, that seeing God is immutable, no petitions of 
ours can ever change Him : that events themselves be- 
ing settled in a fixed and unalterable course, and i;>ound 
in a fatal necessity, it is folly to think that we can disturb 
the established laws of the universe, or interrupt the 
course of Providence by our prayers : and that it is ab- 
Sitrd to suppose these firm decrees can be reversed by any 
requests of ours. 

Without entering into the wide and trackless field of 
fate and free will, from which pursuit I am kept back 
equally by the most profound ignorance and the most in- 
vincible dislike, 1 would only observe, that these objec- 
-tions apply equally to all human actions as well as to 
prayer. It may therefore witli tlie same propriety be 
urged, -that seeing God is immutable and his decrees ub- 
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alterabiey therefore our actiant can produce t^ change? 
in Him or in our own state. Weak as well as impious 
reasoning. It may be questioned whether the modem 
French and German philosophers might not be pre- 
Yailed upon to acknowledge the existence of God, if they 
might make such an use of his attributes. The truth is^ 
and it is a truth discoverable without an]r depth of learn- 
ing, all these objections ar^; the offspring oifiride. Poor, 
short-sighted man cannot reconcile the omniscience and 
decrees of God with the efficacy of prayer; and, because 
he cannot reconcile them, he modestly concluc^es th^y are 
irreconcilable. How much more wisdom as well as hap-» 
piness results from an humble Christian spirit ! Such a 
plain practical text as, ^^ Draw near unto God, and he 
will draw near unto you," carries more consolation, more 
true knowledge of his wants and their remedy to the 
heart of a penitent dinner, than all the tomes of casuistry 
which have puz;&led the world ever^since the ques^m 
was £rst set afloat by it^ oi'lginal propounders. 

And as the plain man ^ly got up aiid walked, to prove 
there was suclwa thing as motion, in answer to the phi* 
losopher who denied it ; so the plain Christian, when he 
is borne down with-the assurance that there is no efficacy 
in prayer, requires no better argument to repel the as- 
sertion than the gqpd he finds in prayer itselE - 

All th^ doubts proposed to him respecting God, do not 
so much affect him as this one doubt respecting himself: 
" If I regard iniquity in my iieart, the Loi*d wiU not hear 
me." For the chief doubt and difficuUy of a Christiaa . 
consists, not so much in a distrust of God's ability and 
willingness to answer the prayer of the upright, as in a 
distrust of his own uprightness^ i^ of the quality of the 
prayer* which he offers up. 

Let the subjects of a dark fate maint^ a sullen, or the 
slaves of a blind chance ^ hopeless, silence^ but let the 
child of a compassionate Almighty Father supplicate his 
mercies with an humble confidence, inspired by the as* 
surance that " the very hairs of his head arc numbered.** 
Let him take comfort in that individual and minute atten- 
tion, without which not a aparoow falls to the ground, ail 
well as in that lieart-cheering promise, that, as « the eye* 
of the Lord are over the righteous" so are," his earsopen 
to their prayers." And as a pious bishop has observed^ 
«« Our Saviour has as it were hedged m and enclosed the 
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Ck>d^ fMingni*^ and uis fionvtr to heip us :*' the preface 
toit atftoreft u* ol ihe one which, by caltiug God by the 
tender name of ^^ Our Fathef," intimates his readiness 
to help his chiULren^ and the animating conclusion. 
^ Thine is the fi^nper^* mcues «s from e¥ety unbelieving; 

A Chrisdaai knows, because he feels, that prayer 1$, 
^oiAgh in a way to him inscrutable, the medtttm of con- 
nexioD between God and his rational creatures ; the mean^ 
appointed by him to draw down Ms blessings upon u'$* 
The Chria^aii knows, that prs^er is the appointed means 
of uniting two iileas, one of the highest magnificence, 
the other of the most prc^ound lowliness, within the com>- 
ipass ^imaginatUMi; namely, that it is the link of com- 
nunicQ^n between ^^ the High and Lofty One who in- ' 
luibiteth eternity,'' and that heart of the ^« contrite iu 
which he delights to dwelL" He kitows that- this inex- 
piicabki umon between beings so unspeakably, so essen- 
tiaUy Afferent, can only be nuiintained by prayer. 

The plain ChrUtian, as was before observed, cannot ex- 
plain why it is so ; but wlule he feeh the efficacy, he h 
ooniented to let the learned if</lnff it ; and he will no moi^ 
postpone pra3rer till he can produce a-ehmn of reasoning 
<>n the immniA in wlMCk he derives benefit from itt than 
he will postpone eating till he can give a scientific lecture 
4m the nature o£ digestions ke is contented Mtith knowing 
that ius meat has nouririied him t and he leaves to the 
philosopher^ who may choose to defer his meal till he has 
elaborated his tremise, ti> starve in the interim.. The 
Christian feels 4»etter than he is able to explain, that the 
functions ,of his spiritual life can no more be carried on 
mthput habitual prayer^ than those of his natural life with- 
out frequent bodily nourishment. He feels renovation and 
strength grew^ out jctf the use of the appcnnted means, as 
Bccessatily in the one case as in the other. He feels that 
the health of his soul can no more be sustained, and 
kft powers kept in eontintied vigour by the fimyera of a 
dislant day^ sham- his body by the aliment of a distant day. 
But there is one motive to the duty in question, far 
jnrore constraining to the true believer than all others that 
GUBi Jae named ; more imperioas than any argunients on 
ita utility, thidi any corMcttons of its efficacy, even tfaitn 
«Bf expsri^ieeof its consolatbns. Prayer is the conK- 
.- . Y 
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naand of God ; the plain, )K)sitive, repeated injunction «f 
the Moil High, who declares, ** He will be inquired oL*' 
This \m enough to secure the obedience of the Christian, 
.even though a promise were not, as it always is, attached 
to the coinnmnd. But in this case the promise is as clear 
as the precept : " Jisk^ and ye shall receive /'—.»* Seek^ 
-and ye shall j^^rf *•*' this is enough lor the plain Christian. 
As to the manner m which prayer is made to coincide with 
the general scheme of God's plan in the government of 
human afiairs; how God has left himself at liberty to re- 
concile our prayer wuh Jiis own predetermined will, the 
Christian does not very critically examiiie, his precise and 
immediate duty being to pray and not to examine ; and 
.probably this being amoilg the '* secret things which be- 
.long to God," and not to us, it will lie hidden among those 
jjumberless mysteries which we shall not fully understand 
till faith is lost in sight. 

In the n>ean time it is enough for the humble believer 
tobe assured, that the Judge of all the earth is doing right: 
kis enough for him to be assured in that word of God 
-** which cannot lie,'' of numberless actual instances of the 
-efficacy of prayer in obtaining blessings and averting ca- 
lamities, both national and individual; it is enough for 
liim to be convinced experimentally, by that internal evi- 
dence which is perhaps paramount to all other evidence 
the comCbrt he has received from prayer when all other 
comforts have failed : — and above all, to end with the 
.Fame motive with which we began, the only motive in- 
deed >vhich he requires for tlie pertbrmance of any duty.. 
— it is motive enough for him, that thus aaith the Lord. 
por when a serious Christian lias once got a plain, une- 
quivocal command from his Maker on any point, he never 
suspends his obedience while he is amusing himself with 
looking about for subordinate motives of action. Instead 
of curiously analysing the nature of the duly, he consid- 
ers how he shall best fulfil it : for on these points at 
least it may be said without controversy, that ^' the i^no- 
. rant (and here who is nat Ignoranti) have nothiug to tU 
' nvith the law dut to obey 1-'." 

Others there are who, perhaps, not controverting any 
of the^ premises, yet neglect to build practical conse- 
quences on the admission of theito ; who, neither denying 
the duty nor the efficacy of prayer, yet go on to live eiiher 
In the irregular observance lOr'ihc total neglect rif it, as 
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appetite, or pleasure, or business, or humour, may happen 
•to predominate ; and, who by living almost without prayer,- 
may be'ssud •* to live almost without God in the world.'' 
To such we can only say, that they little know what 
they lose. The time Is hastening on when they wiH look 
upon those blessings as invaluabk, whkh npw they think' 
pot worth asking for. " O that they were wise ! that 
they understood thisl tkat they would consider their 
latter end I" 

There are again others, who, it is to be feared*, havings 
•nee lived in the habit of prayer, yet not having been well 
grounded in those principles af faith and repentance on 
■^which genuine prayer is built, have by degrees totally 
discontinued!!. "They do not find," say they, " that their 
afifaifs prosper the better or the worse ; or perhaps they 
were unsuccessful in their afixiirs even befoi'i^they dropt the 
practice, and so had no encouragement to goon." They 
do not know that they had no encouragement : they do^ 
not knoiu how much worse their affairs mi^t have gone 
on, had vhey discontinued it sooner, or Itow tlieir prayers- 
helped to- retard their ruin. Or they do- not knovf that* 
perhaps " they asked amiss," or that, if they had obtained' 
what they asked, they might have been far more unhappy. 
For a true believer never " restrains pt'ayer," bcause hp 
is not certain he obtains every individual^request ; for he isr 
persuaded that God, in compassion to our ignorance^ some- 
times in great mercy withholds what wedesire, and often* 
disappoints his most favoured children by giving them, not 
what they ask, but what he knows is really good for them. 
The froward child, as a pious prelate* observes, cries for 
the shining /blade, which tlie tender parent withholdsj^ 
knowing, it would cut his fingers; ^ ' 

Thus to persevere when we have not the encourage-' 
ment of visible success, is an evidence of tried faith- Of 
this holy perseverance Job was a noble instance. Defeat 
and disappointment rather stimulated • than stopped Ai> 
prayers, Though in a vehement strain of passionate elo- 
quence he exclaims, " I cry out of wrong, but I am not 
beavd : I cry aloud, but there is no judgment :" yet so 
persuaded was he of the duty of continuing this holy 
importunity, that he persisted against human hope, till he 
attained to that pitch of unshaken faith> by which he was 
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OMblej tabreftk out into tbntsubUme apostrophe^ *<< Thooglir 
4*6 slay me, I will tru»t in him." 

But may we not say that there is a constdtrable class^ 
who net only bringnoneoftheobJectioM which w« have sta- 
ted against the use of prayer ; who are so fer from reject* 
ing, that tb«y are exact «nd ragular in the pefformsaice o£ 
hi who yet take k up on as low ground as is conmstent 
with their ideas of their own safety ; who, wiiiie they eon* 
siderprayer as an indispensable form, belieTenothmgofthat 
«4iange of heart which it is mtended to produce ? Many 
wl)o yet adhere tcrupuiously to the leuer, are so far from 
entering into the spirit of this duty, that they «re strong* 
Jy incluied to suspect those of hypocrisy who adopt the 
tf ue scriptural views of prayer. Nay, as even the Bible 
naay be so wrested as to be made to spei^k almost any lan- 
guage in suppoiTt of ftlmoet any c^imoO) these persons 4ay 
liold on Scripture itself to bear them out in their own 
slight views of this duty ; aad they profess to borrow fttmi 
it the ground of that cenaure which they cast on the more 
serious CMiristians. Among the many passages which have 
been made to convey a meaning foreign to its original de« 
sign, none has been seized upon with more avidity by such 
persons than the pointed censures of oitr Saviour on those 
« who for a pretence make h>ng prayers ;" as well as on 
those ^ who use vain repetitions, and think they shall be 
heard for much speakmg.*' Now the things here intended 
to be reproved, were the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and 
the ignorance of the heathen, together with the error ef 
all those who depended on the success of their prayers, 
while they imitated the deceit of the one or the folly oC 
(be other. But our Saviour never meant those severe re^ 
prehensions should cool tn^^hndge the devotion of piou^ 
Christians, to which they do not apply. 

More or fewer words, howevw, so little constitute the 
value of prayer, that there is «o doubt but one of the moift 
affecting specimwis on record i« the short petition of the 
Publican ; full fraught as it is with tlwt spirit of contrition 
and self abasement, which is the very principle and soul 
of prayer. And this perhaps is the best model for that sud- 
den lifting up of the heart which we call ejaculation. But 
I doubt, in general, whether the fewiiasty words to which 
these frugal petitioners would stint the scsnty. devotions of 
others, will be always found ample enough to satisfy the 
humble penitent, who, being *«uwr, fell ^ft^tP con- 



Hess ; who, hoping he is a pardoned sinner, has much- to 
acknowledgfe. Such an one perhaps caniKJt always poirr 
out the fulne»» of his soui within the prescrit)ed ahridg- 
Rienta. Even the sincere^t Christian, when he wishes to 
fiad his heart warm, has often to lament its coldness. 
TtMTugh he feci that he luis received much, and has there* 
fore much to be thankful for, yet he is not ahle at once to 
brkig his wayward spirit into such a posture as shall fit it 
for the ttolenin business ; for such an one has not mevely 
his form to repeat, but he has his peace to make. A dc>> 
▼out supplicant too will ktbour to afifect and warm his mind 
with a sense of the attributes of God, ifn imitatiofi of tlM 
holy men of old. Like Jehosaphat, be will sometimes enu** 
inerate "the power, and the miglit, and the merciev of 
the Most HigV' in order to stir up th« sentiments <of awe 
and gmtitode and humility in his own soul.* He has the 
example of his Saviour, whose heart dihited with the ex- 
pressioa of the same holy affections : ♦* I thank thee, O 
Futber, Lord of heaven and earth." A heart thus warmed 
with divine love cannot always scrupulously limit itself to tlie 
xnere buainetB of prayer, if I may so speak. The humble 
suppltcam, though he be no longer governed by a love of 
the world, yet grieves to find that he cannot totally exclude 
it from his thoughts. Though he has on the whole, a deep 
sense of his own wants, and of God's abundant fulness to 
supply them, yet when he most wishes to be rejoicing in 
those strong motives for love and gratitude, alas ! evcfii 
then he has to mourn that his thoughts are gone astray af- 
ter some <* trifle lighter than vanity itself.'* The best 
Christian ia but too liable, dtiring the t^nptations of the 
day, to be ensnared by *< the lust of the eye, and the pride 
of life,*' and is not always brought without eflbrt to reflect 
that he is but dust and ashes. How can even good persons^ 
who^ire just come perhaps from listening to the flattery 
of their fellow-worms, acknowledge before God, without 
any preparation of the heart, that they acre miserable sin« 
ners ? They require a little time, to impress on their oym 
sovls the solemn confession of sin they are making to Him, 
without which brevity and not length might constitute 
hypocrisy. Even the sincerely pious have in prayer griev- 
ous waiuleiings to lameiH, from which'otbers mistaking* 
]y suppose (he ^advanced Christian to be exempt Such 
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wanderings that, as an old divine has observed, it wrJcfcfV 
txceedingly humble a good man, could he, after he had« 
prayed, be made to see liis prayers written down, with in--^ 
terlineations 6f all the vainand impertinent thougJits whicfv 
bad thrust Ihemselvea* in amongst them. So that such an: 
•ne will indeed, horn a sense of these distractions, feel 
deep occasion with the prophet to ask forgiveness for^ 
<' the iniquity of his holy things :" and would- find cause 
enough for humiliation every night, had he to lament the- 
•ins of his prayers only. 

We know that such a brief petition as, « Lord, help^ 
Biy unbelief," if the supplicant be in so happy a fi-ame^ 
and the prayer be darted with such strong faith that his? 
rery soul mounts with the petition, may sufi&ce to draw- 
down a blessing which may be withheld from the more 
prolix petitioner: yet, if by prayer we do not mean a. 
mere form of words, whether they be long or short ; i^ 
the true definition of prayer be, that it is the desire of 
the heart ; if it be that secret conununion between GdcL 
and the soul which is the very breath and being, of reli- 
gion ; then is the Scripture so far from suggesting that 
short measure of which it is accused, that it expressly 
says, " Pray without ceasing :•'— ^^ Pray evermore :** — > 
f* I will that men pray every where :** — ^' Continue in- 
fitant in prayer." 

If such " repetitions" as these objectors reprobate,- 
stir up desires as yet unawakened, for ^^ vain repeti- 
tions'* are such as awaken or express no new, desire, and- 
serve no religious purpose, then are " repetitions" not 
to be condemned. And if it be true that our Saviour gave 
the warning against " long prayers*' in the sense these 
allege ; if he gave the caution against vain repetitions in- 
the sense these believe ; then he broke his own rule in. 
both instances : for once we are told ** he continued all 
night in prayer to God." And again in a most awful cri- 
sis of his life, it is expressly said, *' He prayed the third 
time using \.\iQ same words. '^'^ 

But as it is the effect of prayer to exfiand the affections 
as well as sanctify them^ the benevolent Christian is not 
satisfied to commend himself alone to the divine favour. 
The heart which is full of the love of God, will overflow 
Witivlovc to its neighbour. All that are near to himself 
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he wishes to bring near to God. Religion makes a iri in 
so liberal of soul, that he cannot endure to restrict a:; ^ . 
thing, much less tliviDe- mercies to hin^self: he spirinu 
alizes the social affections, by adding inter^^essory to pi r-* 
«ona] prayer : for he koo.w*, that petitioning for others '^^ 
one of the besl methods of exercising and enlarging cur 
love and charity towards them. It is unnecessaj y to pro* 
^uce any^f the numberless instances with whir h Scrip, 
lure abounds, on the efficacy of intercession t 1 shail con- 
fine myself to a few observations on the benefits it brir.^ 
to .him who offers it — When we pray for the objects of 
our dearest regard^ it purifies love : when we pray for 
those with whom we have worldly intercourse, it smooth* 
,down the swellings of envy, and bids the tumults of am* 
bition subside ; when we pray for our countryj__it. sancti* 
fies patriotism : when we pray for those in authority, it 
adds a divine motive to hurnun obedi. nee : when t^epFay 
for our enemies, it softens the sav --,eness of war, and 
mollifies hatred into sorrow. Aik\ \v«: can best learn, nay 
we can only learn, the difl^icult duty of forgiving those who 
have offended us, when we bring ourselves to pray for 
them to Him whom we ourselves daily yffend. When 
those who are the faithful foi lowers of thV same divine 
Master pray for each other^ the reciprocal "^lercessk^^ 
best realizes that beautiful idea of *« the Coi^nunio* ^^ 

Saints^" . . . \. , 

Some are for confining their mtercessions onV to the 
^ood, as if none but persons of merit were entiUei to cur 
prayers, Merit 1 who has it ? Desert ! who cai. plead 
it ! in the sight of God, I mean.. Who shall brirtj; bis 
own piety, or the piety of others, in the way of c/am be- 
fore a Being of such transcendant hohness, that *; the 
heavens are not clean in his sight V* And if we wait for 
perfect holiness as a preliminary to prayer, when sbaU 
such erring creatures pray ut all to Him ** who chargeth 
the angels with folly 1" , . r- 

In closing this little work with the subject of mterces^ 

sory prayer, may the author be allowed to avail herself of 

the feeling it suggests to her own heart? And while she 

earnestly implores that Being, who can make the mean. 

. est of his creatures mstrumental to his f;lory, to bless th>fe. 

^ humble attempt to those for whom it was written, may 

^ fihe, without presumption, entreat that ihis vork ot 

Ciwistian charity may be reciprocal, and that those \sh9 
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peruse these pages, 'iiay put up a j.i i ionfoiwher,tliatia 
the great day lo which we* are all hasteumg, sho may not 
be fobnd to liave suggested to others what^he herself 
did not believe, or to have recommended what she did not 
desire w practise ? In that awful day of everlasting deci- 
sion, may both the reader and the writer ^e pardoned, 
and accepted, '* not for any work^qf righteousqess which 
they have done," but through the merits of the* GRfeAY 
Imtercessou. 
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